

[image: Cover]



Table of Contents


Book Description

Praise for Linda Maye Adams

Title Page

Copyright Page

Free Fiction

Preface  How The Pantser Rebellion Came About

1 Introduction

2 Definition of a Note

3 How to Take Research Notes

4 How to Take Workshop Notes

5 Note Spring Cleaning

6 Tools for Taking Notes

7 Conclusion

References

About the Author

If You Liked…


Book Description

Do you have trouble figuring out how to take research notes for writing fiction?

How about notes from a writing workshop at a live conference?

In this writer’s guide, Linda M. Adams reveals how she takes notes for her stories, using pantser writing techniques

The secrets of how are easier to learn than you think.

• The difference between what we learned about note-taking in school and what we need to write fiction

• Traps to avoid when note-taking

• How to take notes for book research and writing workshops!

This book shows you how to write smarter and be the writer you’ve always wanted to be. Join the Pantser Rebellion!


Praise for Linda Maye Adams

“Linda Maye Adams’s especially delightful ‘Alien Pizza’ features friendly aliens so enamored with low-budget monster movies that they make one of their own.”–Publisher’s Weekly

Mask Pretty – Writers of the Future Silver Honorable Mention

Teddy Bear Man – Writers of the Future Silver Honorable Mention

Family Places – Writers of the Future Honorable Mention

Vagabond of Blood – Writers of the Future Honorable Mention

Map-Mage – Writers of the Future Honorable Mention

Watcher Ghost – Writers of the Future Honorable Mention

A Quartet of Clowns – Writers of the Future Honorable Mention
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Preface 
How The Pantser Rebellion Came About

I’m what’s called a pantser in writing circles. Depending on who you talk to, it’s often not complimentary.

The name pantser comes from the phrase “writing by the seat of your pants.” It’s also called discovery writing, gardening writing, no outline people (NOP), and Writing into the Dark (WITD).

If you’ve visited writing circles, particularly message boards, you’ve run into the attitude from other writers that the only way to write is to start with an outline. Worse, it’s not just writers.

I started writing when I was eight. I wrote like I read, following where the story took me. But a non-writing relative took me aside and instructed me how to do a linear outline. A friend of the family also insisted I needed to outline. It was crazy! I was handwriting 10-page stories on wide-ruled notebook paper and everyone thought my process was broken because I didn’t outline. This is how obsessive people are over this topic.

Once I got online, I found more of the same thing. You can search on “pantser” and find hundreds of blog posts all titled with some variation of “Pantser vs. Plotter.” An outliner offers a superficial definition, often with puzzlement at the oddity of it. Then she dives deep into her outlining process. The “plotter” part of this comparison is a straight-put down, implying that when you pants a novel, you don’t have a plot (plot are events in the story. It’s very hard not to have those at all).

On writing message boards, outliners accused pantsers of doing writing wrong and directed them to get with the program. Pantsers are pressured so much to outline that the internet is littered with blog posts from “reformed pantsers” who probably aren’t writing anymore. I can easily find posts on “outlining for pantsers,” or “structure for pantsers,” which is another version of “You must outline.”

It isn’t even enough for you to say to another writer, “This works for me.” I’ve been informed that, no, I was wrong to say that outlining destroys my creativity, when in fact it did. Another writer told me that because I didn’t outline, my first draft was my outline. Yet another insisted I was outlining and just not calling it outlining.

And it gets worse. Most writing classes and craft books assume outlining and teach based on that. The instructions don’t grasp that outlining is a process, not craft. There is a difference!

I used to screen the instructors by asking, “Do you teach pantsers?” The instructors always said, “Sure! We teach pantsers and outliners.” Then I learned that meant, “I expect you to outline to learn the material” because they didn’t know anything but outlining.

As a result, pantsers learn not to say anything about how they write, or they try to conform to the standards everyone insists on. Pantsing is about being true to your creative self.

Join me in a rebellion against the outlining culture. This is an outlining free zone.


1 Introduction

One of the biggest challenges these days is the sheer amount of information we receive daily. It’s easy to find a video with a fascinating topic, or dig up some research on a blog for the next book project. How about that workshop you’re taking?

You want to preserve it for yourself.

A whole note-taking industry has blossomed out of this, using David Allen’s book Getting Things Done as a basis. Building a Second Brain (BASB) is the biggest of them, but there’s also Zettelkasten (also called slip notes) and Digital Gardens.

The premise behind this industry is collecting and storing this information in a tool where we make unexpected connections to create new ideas. Many people say it helps blog posts and research papers “write themselves.”

Hmm. No credit to the writer doing the actual writing. Okay.

For me, both with a complicated day job and as a fiction writer, I’ve struggled with notes. I knew I needed them, but translating that into effective notes I could use eluded me.

Most of what I’ve seen about the physical writing of the notes focuses on two areas:

1. School: You write everything down so that you can use the notes to prepare for a test or research paper. I’ll call this the School Standard.

2. Work: You go to a meeting and take notes, or you write a standard operating procedure. There is little on this, other than recording actions or creating checklists.

I
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