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The Tough World of Sharks and other ocean predators
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Living under the sea, with bodies perfectly shaped 

for moving easily through water, sharks and other 

ocean predators must have life easy. Or do they?

DEEP SEA HABITAT

Oceans cover over 70 per cent of our planet, with millions of creatures of all sizes 

living in this vast environment. Many survive by eating other sea creatures; others 

survive by being powerful hunters and top predators. Hundreds of species of 

shark, from the 20-cm pygmy shark to the huge whale shark (sometimes over  

12 m long), feed on a great range of prey. Predators that keep the ocean 

ecosystem in balance are ‘keystone species’ because they catch old or sick 

animals, control numbers and keep species healthy. 

WHY DOES 

EVERYONE HATE 

ME SO MUCH?

THE TOUGH WORLD OF SHARKS 

AND OTHER OCEAN PREDATORS
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DON’T BELIEVE THE 

MYTHS ABOUT ME - FIND 

OUT WHY IT’S TOUGH TO 

BE A MONSTER.

TOUGH TIMES

Because a few great white sharks have attacked people, all sharks tend to get a 

bad name. The majority of sharks are harmless to humans and we are far more of a 

threat to them. Many shark species, along with other ocean predators, are now in 

danger of extinction from overfishing, habitat loss and climate change. In a typical 

year, fewer than 20 people die from shark attacks, but it is estimated that more 

than 20 million sharks are killed by humans directly or indirectly. 

I’M A GENTLE GIANT 

- SO WHY IS LIFE 

STILL TOUGH?

Let’s explore how 

sharks, and other top 

ocean predators, such 

as whales and giant 

squid, live and survive.
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