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Introduction

Latin is a language, as dead as dead can be.

It killed the ancient Romans, and now it’s killing me.

Well, if this is true, why are we learning Latin now?

At the height of their power, around two thousand years ago, the Romans ruled an empire which extended to most of modern Europe and beyond to Palestine, Egypt and north Africa. Their skill at engineering and construction was unmatched until the 20th century, and their form of administration, considering the size of their empire, was remarkable. But they could also be a cruel, bloodthirsty lot, who enjoyed watching animals being torn to bits in the arena, or gladiators fighting to the death with tridents.

In this book we will begin to learn the language of the Romans, Latin, which is the basis for so much of our own English language and that of many other European languages. We will learn a little about the origins of Rome, and read stories of her early heroes such as Romulus, Horatius, Cloelia and Mucius Scaevola. We will also learn a little about the Trojan War, which the Romans loved to read about, and Ulysses (whom the Greeks called Odysseus), whose adventures on the way home from Troy inspired some of the greatest literature of the classical age.

To help with the correct pronunciation of Latin, we have marked the vowels on the Latin words where these should be pronounced as long with a mark called a macron (e.g. nārrat, fēmina, īnsula, rogō, tūtus). Occasionally, where people tend to pronounce a vowel as long when it should be short, we have marked it with a mark called a breve, as in the word egŏ which has a short o at the end, not a long one.

When you see Latin in exam papers and practice exercises, and indeed in many other places, these long and short vowels are not marked. However, while you are learning the language, which should be read aloud as often as possible, we hope you will find these marks useful.

Vocabularies for learning are given at the end of each chapter, and a complete set of English–Latin and Latin–English vocabularies is given at the end. There is a summary of all the grammar that you cover in this book at the back, and you will also find there a more detailed guide to pronunciation.

Latin is the most wonderful language, and we hope you enjoy this introductory course.

Notes on features in this book
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This topic is part of the Non-Linguistic Studies section of the ISEB syllabus.
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Exercise

Exercises are provided to give you plenty of opportunities to practise what you have learned.
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Useful rules and reminders are scattered throughout the book.
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The box on the right makes it clear that you are studying a non-linguistic topic required by the ISEB Classics syllabus. Non-linguistic topics are about:


•   aspects of domestic life in Rome

•   early Roman legends

•   Roman entertainment

•   the Roman army

•   Roman Britain

•   Greek mythology.
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Go further

This heading highlights material that is beyond the requirements of the ISEB syllabus. You do not need to remember this material for your exam, but it will help you understand some interesting aspects of the language.
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1 Verbs like amō; personal pronouns

Cogitō ergo sum
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The Latin phrase ‘cogitō ergo sum’ means ‘I think, therefore I am’. In this book we are going to learn to think, if not be, like the Romans, and we will begin by learning about verbs and the way the Romans used them.

There are two main types of verb: regular and irregular. The first regular verb we are going to learn is amō, which means I love or I like.

Amō – present tense
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Notice how the STEM (the front end) of the verb tells us what is being done, and the ENDINGS (the back end) tell us who or what is doing it.

Verbs can be used in a number of different TENSES. The present tense tells us what is happening now.

The present stem of amō is amā-, which contracts to am- in the first person singular of the present tense.

[image: ]



Verbs like amō

Verbs are divided into four main groups called CONJUGATIONS.

Verbs of the 1st conjugation go like amō. Thus cantō = I sing and aedificō = I build go:
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Notice how cantō and aedificō, written out in the present tense, use exactly the same endings as amō. All 1st conjugation verbs copy amō in this way. N.B. The hyphen between the stem and the endings is only given to help you recognise the two parts of the word. You do not need to use hyphens in the exercises that follow.
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Exercise 1.1

Write out the present tense of the following verbs, together with their meanings:


  1 vocō = I call

  2 nāvigō = I sail

  3 festīnō = I hurry

  4 labōrō = I work



Exercise 1.2

Translate into English:


  1 cantat.

  2 amās.

  3 nāvigās.

  4 vocātis.

  5 aedificant.

  6 festīnātis.

  7 labōrās.

  8 aedificō.

  9 cantās.

10 vocat.



Exercise 1.3

Translate into Latin:


  1 We love.

  2 You (sing.) are sailing.

  3 They are hurrying.

  4 He sails.

  5 She is calling.

  6 You (pl.) like.

  7 We sing.

  8 It sails.

  9 You (pl.) build.

10 He is singing.



Exercise 1.4

Translate into


  1 cantant.

  2 amātis.

  3 nāvigātis.

  4 vocāmus.

  5 aedificat.

  6 festīnās.

  7 labōrātis.

  8 vocō.

  9 cantāmus.

10 vocant.



Exercise 1.5



  1 We are building.

  2 They sing.

  3 She is hurrying.

  4 They sail.

  5 We are working.

  6 I love.

  7 You (pl.) call.

  8 He is sailing.

  9 We call.

10 You (sing.) are hurrying.



And, but, not




Personal pronouns
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Exercise 1.6



  1 rogant et vocant.

  2 nōn cantat.

  3 vōs spectātis sed nōs cantāmus.

  4 festīnātis et labōrātis.

  5 vōs nōn vocātis.

  6 pugnant et superant.

  7 pugnat sed nōs labōrāmus.

  8 vocat et festīnat.

  9 tū pugnās sed egŏ superō.

10 nōn pugnāmus.



Exercise 1.7



  1 egŏ labōrō sed tū cantās.

  2 tū ambulās sed nōs festīnāmus.

  3 nōs nāvigāmus et vōs ambulātis.

  4 vōs clāmātis.

  5 egŏ festīnō sed tū ambulās.

  6 vōs nōn cantātis.

  7 tū nōn clāmās.

  8 nōs labōrāmus et clāmāmus.

  9 tū vocās et egŏ cantō.

10 nōs ambulāmus sed vōs festīnātis.



Exercise 1.8



  1 I work and you (pl.) sing.

  2 You (sing.) do not work.

  3 We are fighting.

  4 I am not walking.

  5 We do not sing.

  6 You (pl.) are fighting and we are watching.

  7 We are building.

  8 You (sing.) are hurrying.

  9 We sail and you (pl.) fight.

10 I am not shouting.



English derivations



Exercise 1.9
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Learning vocabulary


Vocabulary 1
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The origins of Rome
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