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Our world has become a very difficult place to survive. Life is not as simple and happy as it used to be in past. With every passing day, we observe the rapid changes around us, which create a challenging environment that frequently brings negativity into our lives. People are frustrated, depressed and demotivated. Everything feels sad. 

So, what makes one happy? The most exciting feeling of life. The feeling of winning. You feel like an achiever. Someone better than others, someone who can not only survive but also progress, someone who can set a benchmark. When you win, you start believing in yourself, you become more confident and you celebrate your victory with everyone. You are a winner. Such winners are the central characters of all the short stories I have written in this book. 

Even though Winners is a complete work of fiction, it is inspired by real-life people I met and challenging situations I faced in my life, which motivated me to move forward and win. I wanted to share these stories with everyone, so I wrote this book.

Thank you for picking up my book from the lot. I hope Winners creates a positive impact on your life as we hope for a better tomorrow. 

Just have a look how high is the tide

The time has come for most awaited ride

Challenging is the task, hiding behind the mask

At every step, a new question someone will ask

Ability will be tested during each phase

Everyone wants to be ahead in the race

Losing is painful can break you apart

Your past will firmly say not to restart

Don't be depressed, don't lose hope

Life offers a huge amount of scope

Keep moving forward, changing the sail

Try again and again, even if you fail

Because when many failures are piled on

In this world, WINNERS are born...
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The Birthday Gift
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Nisarg Shah is a perfect man. He is smart, handsome, intelligent, rich, well mannered, disciplined and successful. An all-in-one package. At 29, Nisarg is India's youngest self-made billionaire. Within a span of 5 years, his tech startup has made remarkable profits, won numerous awards and has been named the most employee-friendly company to work for. This is a result of Nisarg's passion to achieve in life. From high profile corporate events to elite parties, Nisarg Shah captures everyone's attention wherever he goes. He is a gem of a person. All men want to be like him and all women want to be with him. 

Today is a special day. It's her birthday. The one whom Nisarg loves the most in this world. She is the most important person in his life. Nothing matters to him more than her. So, after winding up all his important work and meetings in the first half of the day, Nisarg left his office to buy a birthday gift for his special one. 

As he reached the largest gift store in the city, Nisarg was warmly greeted by Rahul, the store owner, as he was one of his oldest customers. Rahul’s gift store is located inside a huge cubicle spanning the entire floor of a mega mall and it is full of gifts divided into various categories such as soft toys, paintings, souvenirs, handicrafts, hangouts and much more. There were also unique options for customising gifts. While so many options always make things confusing for the buyer, Nisarg decided to take help from Rahul. 

“This time I need something really special and unique as a birthday gift for her,” said Nisarg.

“Of course, sir, I will show you our exclusive and customised collection,” replied Rahul.

“I'm eager to see your collection. But remember, the birthday gift should be extremely unique,” said Nisarg.

“Definitely, sir,” replied Rahul. 

Rahul placed 12 of the most unique items from his gift catalogue, which included never seen before handcrafted ornaments, accessories with beautiful embroidery and some of the most innovatively designed products, such as scarves, bracelets, leather bags, etc., created for elegant women. But none of these impressed Nisarg. 

Rahul further recommended some high end luxury gifts. Nisarg thought of buying one of them but later rejected his idea, as such gifts did not serve his purpose. 

Nisarg decided to explore the gift store on his own. After browsing through many sections, all of a sudden he spotted a globe made of glass kept on a display shelf. Nisarg picked up the globe and gave it a spin. He enjoyed the view of the entire world, from continents to oceans, displayed on the crystal clear glass. It reminded him of something. Nisarg decided to buy it as a birthday gift. 

“I really like this glass globe. Kindly pack this one for me,” said Nisarg.

“Sir, she won't like this. I suggest not buying this one. We have much better products in our gift catalogue,” replied Rahul.

“It's all right. This is my final choice,” said Nisarg.

“As you wish, sir,” said Rahul. 

After purchasing the birthday gift, Nisarg left the gift store to meet her. He believed that birthday is the most important day in the annual calendar, as it celebrates the birth of a person in this world and how life brings unexpected surprises with growing age. A birthday is all about celebrating life and looking forward to many more special moments in the years to come.

As Nisarg was driving, his heart was filled with happiness and excitement, waiting to see her reaction after receiving her birthday gift. 

After beating the hectic traffic, Nisarg finally reached his destination. As the sun was about to set, she was sitting on a swing in the lawn outside her home, completely lost in the book she was reading. Nisarg quickly ran from behind and covered her eyes with his hands. She immediately recognised him because of his tender touch. Nisarg then took her to a scheduled spot where he had placed the birthday gift. Slowly, he took his hands off her eyes. As she opened her eyes, she saw a glass globe placed on the ground next to her feet. 

“As promised to you a long time ago, today I place the entire world under your feet. In my life, you are the perfect fit and this big world is your small gift. Happy Birthday, Mom!” said Nisarg.

“Thank you, Nisarg. This is stunning,” replied his mother, who was completely surprised by her son. 

“After Dad expired at an early stage of my life, you raised me as a single parent. You worked as a banker and as a mother at the same time, balancing your professional and personal life. From preparing my tiffin box to financing my higher studies, you gave me everything I needed even before I requested it. You spent sleepless nights sitting next to me when I was unwell. You struggled in your present for my better future. You fulfilled all my wishes by sacrificing yours. Today, whatever I am is because of your efforts. You have always been an inspiration to me. Thank you for everything, Mom,” said Nisarg. 

“This glass globe will always be a memorable birthday gift for me, but the best gift of my life is you, Nisarg. The day I gave birth to you was the happiest day of my life. And now my son has become so big that he puts the entire world under my feet,” said his mother with tears in her eyes. 

She gave Nisarg a tight hug. It felt like the whole world had come to a halt for a while. Then both of them went to cut the birthday cake and celebrate the special day, making it a memory to cherish forever. Nothing matters more to a mother than her child and for every child, his mother remains the most valuable person in his life. 
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Level 7 is the most downloaded mobile game on all app stores. Within a few days after its release, the game became an instant hit among mobile gamers. Known for its addictive play format, Level 7 also promises to be a highly engaging, entertaining and educational game. It recently received the 'Best Mobile Game of the Year' award from the Google Play. Tech Zone magazine reporter Nishika Kaur interviews its creator, Manan Mehta, on his Level 7 journey so far. 

Nishika: From maximum downloads to winning awards, Level 7 has emerged as a winner in all ways. Did you expect this while creating the game?

Manan: Of course not. I just wanted to create something that is enjoyable and useful to everyone. If you want to create something extraordinary, you can’t keep success in mind while creating it because it will restrict your ability to constantly experiment and try out new things. 

Nishika: Tell us more about Level 7.

Manan: Level 7 is named after the 7 difficulty levels of the game. Each level has multiple challenges that the gamer has to complete to qualify for the next level. As the gamer makes progress, the challenges become more difficult and tricky. A gamer will be tested on various parameters like logic, planning, execution, judgment, etc. The gamer who clears the final Level 7 with the maximum score is the ultimate winner and his name gets displayed on the high score board, which becomes a score to beat for other gamers. The best gamers of the year are given a place in the 'Level 7 Hall of Fame'. 

Nishika: Why do you think Level 7 became an instant hit among gamers?

Manan: Its addictive gameplay. A gamer gets a chance to do interesting things as part of the game challenges. From managing an amusement park to creating a fantasy cricket team, from hunting hidden artifacts in a 3D maze to customising a bicycle, the game is a combination of various factors rolled into one. At regular intervals, real-world trivia related to the challenge is shared with gamers. A quiz is conducted based on trivia on our Facebook page and winners are rewarded with cool Level 7 merchandise. So, Level 7 is engaging, entertaining, educational and rewarding. Gamers nationwide enjoy this all-in-one package and also recommend Level 7 to others. 

Nishika: What was the biggest challenge you came across while creating Level 7 and how did you overcome it?

Manan: Project timeline. While we had our team of experts from every field, completing and launching the game on time
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