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        Captain America had two options:
        jump
to safety and let the massive plane blow up most of the United
 Statesor force the plane down in the cold Arctic.
      

      
        To Captain America, it was no choice at all.
      

      
        He steered the airplane into a sharp dive. As the icy ground drew
 closer, he thought back to the beginning.  
      

      
        He remembered how it was before he became the worlds first
Super-Soldier. He remembered being Steve Rogers, the smallest kid  
in school, who was always being picked on by bullies.  
      

    

  

  
  
  
    
    
      
        He remembered when the war started. He remembered how he tried
 again and again to join the army, and how badly he wanted to fight
 the bullies who started the war. And he remembered being told each
time that he was too small and weak to join the army.  
      

      
        He remembered the one military doctor who gave him a chance, and
 the secret government experiment the doctor invited him to join.  
He remembered how painful the Super-Soldier Serum was. But he  
also remembered how the experiment had worked, and how scrawny
Steve Rogers had turned into big, strong Captain America in a  
matter of minutes.
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        captain america remembered
        finding out
 about the HYDRA organization and its leader, the evil
 Red Skull. He remembered a glowing cubethe Tesseract of 
Odinand how Red Skull wanted to use its powers to take over
 the world. Cap defeated the Red Skull and the Tesseract was lost
 in the depths of the Atlantic Ocean. But the plane Cap was on
 had enough explosives to level half a continent, and he had to do 
something.
      

      
        Captain America watched the arctic snow get closer and closer.
This was not how hed hoped it would all end. But it was better
 than the alternative. Captain America would go down with the
 plane, and the world would be safe. At least for now . . .
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        Billionaire inventor Tony Stark was not having
a good day. He wasnt even having a good week.
      

      
        First, he was caught in an explosion in Afghanistan, where he suffered

a near-fatal wound in his chest. To make things worse, the bomb that

exploded had been made by Stark Industries—his own company. In

fact, Tony had designed the bomb himself.
      

      
        Too injured to escape, Tony was captured by enemy soldiers. They

commanded him to build them a new weapon, the most powerful one

he had ever created. If he did, they would let him live.
      

    

  

  
  
  
    
    
      
        Tony got to work right away. And he did create the most powerful weapon hed ever built. But it wasnt the one they expected. Or wanted. Instead, he
 built the weapon he wantedthe one he needed in order to escape.
      

      
        Tony Stark built the Iron Man armor.
      

      
        It was big and bulky and protected his heart. Bullets bounced off its
surface without leaving a dent. The suit had its own weapons built in.
 And it could fly. Wearing the suit, Tony escaped. 
      

      
        When he returned home to California,
        he called a press conference
to announce that Stark Industries wasnt going to build weapons anymore.
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        iron man
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