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At the end of the Sabbath a circle of friends gathered in the house of rabbi Yaakov, the hasidic rabbi of the Ukrainian town of Bozhin. The fame of rabbi Yaakov is so widespread that there is no need to introduce this great creator and teller of tales. But about his three guests we will say, perhaps, a few words.

Who are these significant people? Rabbi Meir-Itzhak, a friend of the host, tzadic of the neighboring town of Dobrov, the inventor of wonderful stories and a man of sharp wit. Shlomo, a favorite student of rabbi Yaakov, known for his moderate freethinking, stemming from the European education he received in his youth. And finally, Shmulik, a young dreamer and big brainiac who loves to gaze at the stars in the night sky.

Note that the present gathering at rabbi Yaakov's is a special one. Everyone knows that at the close of the Sabbath the hasids of Bozhin listen to and tell stories. At the huge table in the house of the tzadic rabbi Yaakov, all beards, mouths and ears gather without exception. But this time - not that. Two days have not passed since the end of the tumultuous holiday of Purim. Rabbi Yaakov thought that the hasids had not had time to fully recover from the abundant libations, so he expected only those who were abstinent and, perhaps, therefore, the most brainy of his companions.

- Friends," pronounced Rabbi Yaakov, "I welcome to my house all of you, men of dignity in a truly excellent degree!

- At the call of the worthy come the worthy! - returned the courtesy rabbi Meir-Itzhak.

- We all, as one, honor the intoxicating tradition of our Purim holiday," continued the host, "and everyone follows it to the extent of his desire. But it seems to me that today it is fitting that we should tame the spirit of this glorious passion, so that our lips may not falsify, for we are about to discuss a subject that is subtle and intricate.

- I dare to contradict you, teacher," said the enlightened Shlomo, "the language of wine is truthful, and the mouth will not speak falsely when we drink! 

- Clearly, dear Shlomo, in the distant lands where you have been, the language is different and the wine is different, and everything is different from what we have in Bozhin! - answered rabbi Yaakov.

- I wish we could hear soon what topic we intend to invade: perhaps a discovery of great importance awaits us! - Shmulik, the youngest of those gathered, entered the conversation.

- Youth is impatient, though not youth, but old age should hurry up, for we have not much ahead of us, have we, my friend Yakov? - Meir Yitzhak asked sadly.

- Alas, you are right, my friend Meir-Itzhak. And I will point out to you, Shmulik, that we are about to intrude into something incorporeal, which cannot be touched, seen or heard, and yet it exists," said rabbi Yaakov.

- If I'm not mistaken, we'll be talking about spiritual materiality," Shlomo pronounced significantly. 

- Thank you for your help! I will now turn to our subject," said rabbi Yaakov intriguingly.
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Rabbi Yaakov looked over the small army of guests with the eyes of a general, smoothed his silver beard with the palm of his hand and looked expectantly at his wife Golda, who instantly understood her husband's wordless hint and, without regret, left her place at the sages' table, sat down in a corner of the sitting-room and began to work with a needle.

- Friends," said the host, "you and I must discuss a subject which we shall call the acts of men. It would seem to be a familiar, commonplace, and ordinary thing. Please forgive me for the clumsiness of my speech, but behind the apparent simplicity lies the order of an intricate and multifaceted thing. By reasoning and discourse, we, as men of books, may produce with our mouths and minds new knowledge, instructive and useful.

- All the unknown is majestic! How great it is to plunge into the unknown, to make a discovery! - Shmulik lit up.

- The matter is known, but we need to look at it in a new way! - rabbi Meir-Itzhak remarked to Shmulik.

- Oh, teacher! - Shlomo exclaimed, "You have proposed a very interesting problem for dispute. If we will make a breakthrough in the knowledge of divine and human substances, any praises for us will not seem excessive. I myself have thought a lot on the subject of acts, and I will find appropriate words to add to the scholarly conversation. I am sure I am not the only one who has something to say! - said Shlomo, glancing at rabbi Meir-Itzhak and at Shmulik.

- Let me begin with a well-known fact," continued rabbi Yaakov, "people perform acts. Say, a mason and a carpenter build a house, a tzadic inspires his flock, a writer composes frivolous novels, and so on and so on and so on. A person dies, but the acts do not follow him: the house continues to be lived in, hasids praise the late tzadic, idlers read godless books.

- In other words, the deads interfere in the lives of the living through the acts performed before! - added rabbi Meir-Itzhak.

- But if the acts live longer than their creators, or even live forever, then, inevitably, they have to exist somewhere, and probably God has assigned them a place under the sun! - exclaimed Shmulik.

- The question of the physical location of the acts is not legitimate," Shlomo objected significantly, "the nature of the acts we are talking about is immaterial, and their existence does not require material space. A house, a pious speeches of a tzadic, an immoral book - these are not the acts themselves, but only their material manifestation. 

- I propose to unite all kinds of acts under the name of "the world of acts"!  - rabbi Meir-Itzhak inserted a word.

- A wonderful idea! - Rabbi Yaakov supported it, and we will develop it, for it deserves to be developed. We all know well that God created for people Paradise and Hell - the worlds of
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