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[image: ] SUNDAY, EVENING [image: ]

DEAR DIARY,

I know, I know. I have neglected you.

It’s been, what, five weeks? We have a LOT to catch up on! I’ve had a bit going on outside of school, actually. Get this: Mum and I have become dog-walkers! Mum asked me to design some posters to let people know that we were interested in walking their dogs – it was a success!


[image: A flyer advertising dog walking services, featuring a cartoon dog and tear-off contact tabs at the bottom.]
Here’s my poster!

I designed the posters and Mum put them up on the community noticeboard outside the newsagency where she works.

We had phone calls from customers within two days! We spend an hour after school walking the dogs. We have five in total!

Mum takes the two big dogs:


[image: Gypsy, with a curly coat and a collar, standing upright and facing forward.]
Gypsy (a Groodle)


[image: Franklin, smiling and standing with its tail raised.]
and Franklin (a Labrador).

I take the easier-to-manage smaller dogs:


[image: Maggie, with long ears and a fluffy coat, sitting upright.]
Maggie (a Cocker Spaniel),


[image: Mabel, sitting and wearing a collar.]
Mabel (a Pug)


[image: Huxley, with a spotted coat, standing and looking forward with its tongue out.]
and Huxley (a Jack Russell).

It is SO MUCH FUN. And a bit chaotic. But it’s a little extra money for Mum and me each week. ($22 per dog, per hour!)



It’s also pretty fantastic for three reasons:

1. We walk past a LITTLE STREET LIBRARY each afternoon.

2. I’ve always wanted a dog, but Mum said we couldn’t afford one. This way, I get to be around dogs every day and we make money instead!

3. My best friend, CODY CHAN, joins us a couple of afternoons a week!

[image: A small wooden box on a post, containing books visible through a glass door.]




Mum said that it’s a good time to get back to writing in my diary. She also said I need to prepare for the week ahead. I am PUMPED for tomorrow!





[image: ] MONDAY, MORNING SESSION [image: ]

I am hanging out for lunchtime today. I’m going straight to the library! Listen, I love the library any day of the week, but I especially love it on MONDAYS. Four weeks ago, I was made a Monday Little Librarian (also known as a library monitor!) by MS SUNNY, our teacher librarian.

The day I became a Little Librarian was one of the happiest days of my life.

[image: A circular badge with the text “Library Monitor” and “Little Librarian” in a decorative style, surrounded by stars.]
Look – I do have to share the duty with JADE JONES. But the big news headline here is: Jade and I have been getting along! Okay, so we’re maybe not besties or anything yet, but we’re friendly to each other. Mostly!

This Monday morning has dragged on so sloooooowly. Even more slowly than usual. At morning lines, we had to listen to our principal, Mr Dangerfield, talk about the new rubbish bins he’s got for each classroom. Believe me, there’s nothing exciting or DANGER-filled about rubbish bins.


[image: A gray dual-compartment trash bin with recycling and waste symbols on the front.]
Thrilling, right?

I yawned so loudly that Cody elbowed me to be quiet. It also earned me a stern look from my teacher, Ms Berry.

Now, Ms Berry is making us learn our new spelling words by ‘putting them into sentences’. GROAN. This is a very uninspiring way of writing. But English is one of my favourite subjects, so I put a lot of effort into making my sentences really ‘POP’. I’ve finished early, but Jade seems to take a lot longer than everyone else. I don’t know why. I guess she wants to make each sentence perfect? At least we get thirty minutes of independent reading afterwards!





[image: ] MONDAY, RECESS [image: ]

Cody and I met under Big Tree, as usual. We didn’t do our usual trade, though! Mum found small packets of salt and vinegar chips on special at the supermarket, but they are way too tangy for my liking! YECH.

[image: A tree with a textured trunk and a full, rounded canopy.]
Thankfully, Cody loves them, and I love the fancy choc-chip oat bars that his dad packed for him.

[image: A bag of salt and vinegar chips being swapped for a chocolate chip oat bar.]
Anyway, we swapped our snacks, and now Cody’s playing soccer with Jett while I am nestled into a perfect nook in the Scribbly Gum. I’m going to pick up where I left off in my latest mystery novel. More later!

[image: A classic soccer ball with pentagonal and hexagonal patterns.]




[image: ] MONDAY, MIDDLE SESSION [image: ]

DOUBLE GROAN!

I’m sitting at my desk, listening to Ms Berry talk about fractions. FRACTIONS! Give me books any day!

Ms Berry is moving large magnetic slices of pizza around on the whiteboard. This isn’t helping me learn fractions. But it is making me hungry. The pizza magnets look like real pizza!



In case you were wondering, my THREE FAVOURITE PIZZA TOPPINGS are:

1. Cheese and pineapple.

2. Spicy veg supreme.

3. Margherita.

[image: Three pizza slices, each with different toppings, arranged in a triangular pattern.]




I desperately hope that Ms Berry doesn’t ask me to answer the question, which is:

3/4 + 3/4 + 3/4 = ?

HUH?!

I guess drawing the pizzas could make it a bit clearer. I am a very visual person, after all.

[image: A set of pizzas, two whole, and one quarter slice.]
Oh, wait – it’s 2 and a 1/4!

I glance at Ms Berry to see if she’s looking my way. She’s not – she’s asking Cody the answer. He said 2 and a 1/4. I was right! Ms Berry is now handing out a worksheet. Pfft. I have other ideas for how I can spend the next twenty minutes. I’m going to sneakily decorate this diary!

I’ll use my scented markers – yellow popcorn flavour and pinky orange watermelon flavour are my favourites.

[image: A drawing of five flowers with round centers and petals arranged symmetrically.]
Ms Berry has just announced that there’s only five minutes until lunch. I want to talk to Cody, but his desk is still waaaay over on the other side of the classroom. Although that’s more to do with me than him. It’s no secret that I have a lot of energy. If I’m being truthful, sitting far apart is probably best for both of us.

Cody looked around at me, and I realised that I was TAP-TAP-TAPPING on the desk with my scented markers. He grinned and made a POW-POW-POW signal with his fists, then went back to what appeared to be an extension worksheet.

[image: Three cartoon-style fists raised in the air, surrounded by small motion lines indicating energy or emphasis.]
Cody has not only completed the main task but has also moved on to a new one! He actually enjoys maths, if you can believe it.

Finally! The bell is ringing for lunch. It’s time for my library monitor shift – YESSS!





[image: ] MONDAY, AFTERNOON SESSION [image: ]

Okay, I’m back! Our last lesson today has just started, but Ms Berry is still wearing the fluoro hi-vis vest that the teachers have to wear for playground duty! She looks a little frazzled and has instructed the class to ‘silently read’ or ‘silently write’ while she taps something out at her computer.

[image: Ms Berry, wearing glasses, a reflective safety vest, and professional attire.]
I have chosen to write, because a LOT happened at lunchtime that I need to recap. Here goes:

I arrived at the library before Jade. It was a first, I must admit. Somehow, she always gets there before me. The first thing I did was look at the orange returns tub sitting on top of the circulation desk. It was overflowing with books!

[image: A box labeled “Returns” filled with comic books, some stacked and others leaning against the box.]
I sat down in the rainbow swivel chair, ready to scan the books’ barcodes with the barcode scanner! This was kind of a big deal for me. For the last four weeks, Jade has been in charge of scanning the books.

[image: A sketch of a modern office chair with a patterned seat and backrest on a wheeled base.]
As you already know, there are lots of jobs that library monitors do, but nothing beats sitting in the rainbow swivel chair and using the barcode scanner. That’s one of the things that makes me feel like a proper librarian.

I waved to Ms Sunny as she headed toward me. Ms Sunny wears the BEST t-shirts.

This is what her t-shirt looked like today:

[image: A T-shirt with the text “The library is my happy place” and a sunflower design.]
I was just about to tell Ms Sunny how THE LIBRARY IS MY HAPPY PLACE too, when I looked up and saw Jade hurrying towards the circulation desk.

When she reached us, she GRABBED the barcode scanner from out of my hands and started beeping the returned books!

I couldn’t believe it!

SHE WAS BEING SO RUDE!

[image: Luna looks surprised as Jade grabs the barcode scanner and starts scanning books at the library desk.]
‘MS SUNNY!’ I said.

Ms Sunny looked from me to Jade with her eyebrow raised. Then she said: ‘Jade, why don’t we give Luna a turn at the desk today?’

Jade carried on scanning the books, pretending not to hear.

Ms Sunny put a gentle hand down on the big stack of books in front of her.

Jade sighed and mumbled, ‘Fine.’ Then she stomped over to the returns trolley.

[image: A jagged, zigzagging line resembling a burst or abstract shape.]
Remember when I said we’re getting friendlier with each other? Well, I forgot to say that’s the case EXCEPT when there’s a job we both want to do!

Ms Sunny smiled at me. ‘You have the desk under control?’ she asked.

‘Yeah, of course!’ I sat up proudly on the rainbow swivel chair.

I scanned heaps of the returned books. The barcode scanner made a brilliant beep each time!

[image: A sketch of a handheld barcode scanner emitting light rays.]
When you scan a book’s barcode, it shows up on the returns list on the library computer. I looked at the computer screen every now and then and watched the list of returns growing.

When I paused for a break, I looked out across the library and saw my friend AMY ATKINS lying by the window. She was probably reading one of her fantasy novels. (She loves anything involving people riding dragons!)

Nearby, Ms Sunny was settling a large group of kindergarteners for story time. When she sat down, her bright blue skirt swirled around her ankles.

Just as I was scanning again, Jett bounced over to the desk. ‘Hiya, Luna!’ he said.

Jett is Cody’s soccer buddy. He’s quite new to Mountain View Primary.

[image: Jett, sitting casually on a swivel chair, smiling.]
He plopped down next to me in Ms Sunny’s office chair and whirled around and around.

‘Need any help?’ he asked.

‘Nope, I’ve got it under control!’ I said quickly.

He was NOT meant to be behind the desk. Especially on Ms Sunny’s chair!

[image: Ms. Sunny, sitting on a couch reads a book with animal illustrations, including a wolf and a bear.]
I looked over to Ms Sunny.

She was reading a new picture book with a family of foxes on the front cover. The kindergarteners were all gazing up at her. I can tell they love Ms Sunny’s story times just as much as I did when I was little. Even though I kind of wanted to join them, I remembered I had a job to do!

Jade must have spotted Jett in Ms Sunny’s chair, because all of a sudden she was back at the desk.

Here’s how that conversation went…

JADE (SCRUNCHING HER NOSE UP):

‘Excuse me! Are you a library monitor?’

JETT (ADJUSTING MS SUNNY’S SEAT UP AND DOWN): ‘Nah.’

JADE (PUTTING HER HANDS ON HER HIPS): ‘Then please leave the desk area.’

JETT: ‘Okay, okay! Catcha, Luna!’

He grinned playfully at Jade before leaving.

Jade tutted, and then she marched off with the blue



[image: A sketch of a beetle with six legs and antennae.]
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