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A Secret Surprise

Marion, Ellie, Amy, and Liz stood watching their guest Dalmatian at The Critter Club. The dog hadn’t eaten all day. She just stood by her full food bowl, not interested.

Marion went to a filing cabinet. She pulled open the drawer labeled Critter Files. She flipped through the files inside. There was one for every animal the girls had taken care of—ever since they’d opened the rescue shelter in Ms. Sullivan’s barn.

Marion flipped past files for Digit the turtle, Lulu the French bulldog, Ollie the kitten . . . Marion smiled at the sight of Ollie’s name. He was the kitten her family had adopted!

“Penny!” Marion called out, finding the file she needed.

Earlier that day, Penny’s owner had dropped her off. She was going away for a week, so the girls had agreed to pet sit.
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The last time Penny was at The Critter Club, it was because Amy had found her as a stray in a park. But the girls hadn’t seen her since they found her a home. It was so good to have her back.

If only she would eat!

Marion pulled a fact sheet out of the Penny file.

“Here!” said Marion. “Penny’s favorite dog food is Blue Ribbon.”
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“We have some of that in the storage closet!” cried Liz. She hurried off to get some. The girls changed the food in Penny’s bowl, and she dug right in.
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“Good thing you’re so organized, Marion,” Ellie said.

Marion smiled. The Critter Files had been her idea. She made sure they were kept up to date.
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Problem solved. The girls watched Penny eat as they talked about the weekend.

Liz had worked on the set for a play at the youth theater. Ellie had gone to the beach with her brother, Toby, and their nana Gloria. And Marion and her horse Coco had taken first place in their jumping competition.
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“Wow!” Amy cried. “Congratulations!” The girls gave Marion hugs and high fives.

“Thanks,” said Marion. “Coco did all the hard work.”

Then Marion looked at Amy. “What about you? How was your weekend?”

Amy shrugged. “Oh, fine,” she said.

Marion, Liz, and Ellie were quiet, waiting for more. But Amy was quiet too.

“That’s it?” said Ellie.
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Amy nodded. “I helped out at the clinic.” Amy’s mom was a veterinarian. “Nothing exciting happened,” Amy added.
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But Marion noticed a flush of pink on Amy’s cheeks.

“Hold on,” said Marion. “You’re blushing.” It was usually a sign that Amy was feeling shy or embarrassed—or hiding something!

Amy’s cheeks blushed a little redder. “No, I’m not,” she argued.

Ellie eyed Amy suspiciously. “What are you not telling us?” she said slyly.

“Okay,” Amy said. “I do know some exciting news. But I promised I wouldn’t ruin the surprise.”

“Surprise?” Marion cried excitedly. “Surprise for whom?”

Amy shook her head. “I really can’t say.”

“Are we getting a new Critter Club guest?” Liz asked. “Is it a lemur? Oh, I hope it’s a lemur.”
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“Did someone famous bring in their pet?” Ellie asked.

[image: Images]

Amy took a deep breath. “I think I can tell you this,” she said.

Marion, Ellie, and Liz leaned in closer to hear what Amy would say.

“You’ll find out about it . . . ,” said Amy, “in school tomorrow.”

“Tomorrow?” Marion moaned.
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How could she wait that long to find out?
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The New Classmate!

At school the next morning, Marion hurried to unpack her backpack. She figured that the sooner she got to her desk, the sooner she’d find out what the surprise was!

I hope we find out first thing this morning! Marion thought.

She left her library books in her locker out in the hallway. She brought her homework to Mrs. Sienna’s desk. At her own desk, she got organized.

Then, finally, Marion looked around the room. Amy, Ellie, and Liz were already at their desks too. They traded smiles and knowing looks.
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“Okay, everyone,” Mrs. Sienna said from her desk. “Before we have our morning meeting, I have a surprise for you.”
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Marion sat up straight. She tapped her pencil on her desk in excitement.

Mrs. Sienna went on. “First of all, we have a guest.” She looked toward the classroom door. “Please, come in, Dr. Purvis.”

Marion shot another look at Amy. Her mom was here? Amy smiled at Marion and nodded.

Dr. Purvis came in, wheeling a cart with something on top. Marion craned her neck to see. She gasped. It looked like a pet cage. The right size for a gerbil, or a guinea pig, or—
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“A hamster!” Liz cried out in the first row.

Yes! Now Marion could see a furry brown hamster running in the exercise wheel inside the cage.

“Awwwww,” the class cooed.

“Class, this is Amy’s mom, Dr. Purvis,” Mrs. Sienna said. “She’s a veterinarian.”

Dr. Purvis gave a wave. Then she pointed at the hamster. “And let me introduce you to . . . your new class pet!”

The room erupted in cheers.

Marion noticed the hamster jump at the noise. He darted into a corner.
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“I think we’re scaring him,” Marion said gently. Everyone quieted down.

Dr. Purvis told the class she had given the hamster a full checkup over the weekend.


[image: Image]


Aha! thought Marion. So that’s how Amy had known about the big secret!

“I’m happy to report that he is a very healthy little hamster,” said Dr. Purvis.

“And it will be up to us to help keep him that way,” said Mrs. Sienna. “Each day our pet is in the classroom, someone will be assigned as the Hamster Helper. Dr. Purvis is going to tell us how to take care of him.”

Amy’s mom went over the basics.

Their hamster needed fresh water each day, plus one scoop of his special food pellets—no more, no less!
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His cage had to be cleaned every few days.

“Don’t worry,” Mrs. Sienna told the class. “I’ll handle that job.”

Finally, Dr. Purvis showed them all how to safely hold a hamster. “Always use two hands,” she said.
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Then Dr. Purvis wished them good luck, and headed out the door. “Call me with any questions!” she said as she went.

“Thank you, Dr. Purvis!” Mrs. Sienna called. Turning to the class, Mrs. Sienna smiled. “Now, I think we’d better give this little guy a name!”
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Hands flew up all around the room. Mrs. Sienna called on students one by one. She wrote their name suggestions on the whiteboard.

Students laughed as the suggestions got sillier and sillier.
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Then Marion raised her hand. Mrs. Sienna called on her. “He’s so cute and cuddly. How about Teddy?”

“Awwwwww,” the whole class said together.

Mrs. Sienna clapped. “I think we have a winner!” she said. “Teddy it is!”
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Marion Puzzles It Out

Marion waited her turn to go across the monkey bars.

Ellie had just gone. Amy was swinging her way across now. And Liz was up next.

It was recess. The girls were playing and talking about the events of the morning.

“I can’t believe you were able to keep it a secret!” Ellie said to Amy. “A class pet!”
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Amy got across the last few rungs. “It was so hard not to tell you guys!” Amy admitted.

Liz started across the bars. “Teddy’s pretty adorable,” she said.

Marion agreed. “I really, really, really hope Mrs. Sienna draws my name today!” she exclaimed.

Mrs. Sienna had saved the best news for last. Every Friday, she would draw a different student’s name out of a bowl. That student got to take Teddy home for the weekend!

But today, this very afternoon, someone would get to take him home for three days! Dr. Purvis had suggested that Teddy only spend one or two days in the noisy classroom during his first week.
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Marion crossed the monkey bars, then dropped down to the ground. She glanced around the playground. Some kids were playing touch football. Others were jumping rope. A few were swinging on the swings. Joey, a boy from Mrs. Sienna’s class, was off by himself near the cafeteria door.

Marion looked again. Joey was walking slowly with his head down. He was looking around on the ground.
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Curious, Marion jogged over.

“Did you lose something?” she asked Joey.
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