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“I am not a happy man,” the Honourable Lord Justice Richard Coburne says to the court as she looks out at all of us. “For some time, it has been known that Reginald Hawthorne, known to others as Henrik Larsen, has been in Norway under the protection of the government there. The conviction and then escape of this man has been an embarrassment to Her Majesty’s government as well as to this court. Those who have been an aid in his flight should be tried fairly for their crimes, however it is not the Crown’s view that such trials are necessary at this time. As such, I will pronounce sentence upon the primary character in this tale, Mr. Reginald Hawthorne.”

“He will be cruel,” I hear Phineas whisper to Sir Robert Clarke by his side.

“For the original crime of smuggling and avoidance of duties, you were given for years. I hereby pronounce that sentence once again and do refuse the defendant’s motion to strike it for a retrial.” Justice Coburne clears this throat. “For the charges of illegal escape and flight, you have been found guilty as charged. Therefore, I hereby sentence you to an additional five years, bringing your total incarceration to nine years.”

“Bollocks!” Phineas shouts out to the chief magistrate. “‘Tis not a fair thing you do to this man!”

Adelia, seated in the gallery behind us, sobs as my wife attempts to comfort her. There is real sorrow in all of us this day, and I do not know what is to be done about it. Surely Lord Coburne is angry with the lot of us, and I do not know that I can argue against such a thing. What has happened is a rarity in the British legal system, and one that I am certain he would prefer to not see again during his tenure.

“I will remind you, Mr. Hutchins, that you are not to shout out during these hearings, sir. Though you dishonour me and those in this courtroom, I will not seek to confine you as well. Stay your mouth, though, or I shall consider otherwise.” 

The Honourable Justice Richard Coburne is not an older man as many in his profession typically are, but a man in his middle thirties. It is known that he moved from solicitor to a prosecutorial role rather quickly before being appointed by Her Majesty to his current role of Lord Justice. The man has a high intelligence and his knowledge of the law is impeccable. There are few who know more about the British legal system than he.

“My apologies, Lord Coburne,” Phineas replies after counseling from Sir Robert.

“Very well, sir.” The justice looks at Reginald Hawthorne nearby and says, “Let your sentence commence forthwith, sir. Be well and serve with honour.”

Two guards step forward and place Reginald in shackles to keep an attempt similar to the one several months prior from happening again. They leave the courtroom as Adelia calls out to her father. After the Lord Justice declares the session over, I turn to look at the woman with my wife. My heart aches for her.

“We will appeal, of course,” I tell Phineas as I pat him on the shoulder. “There must be some way to amend the sentencing in some way. Perhaps if the Lord Justice were to consider more of the facts he will reduce the sentence or even commute it to something else.”

Sir Robert shakes his head. “I do not think he will do so. The man is not known for his willingness to be less than forthright with his rulings. Rarely do they change.”

“There are avenues we might travel,” Phineas says while nodding his head at me and smiling slightly. “We will see what can be done.”

We make our way toward the gallery where our wives are waiting. Phineas takes Adelia into his arms and kisses her forehead. The love between them is great as he comforts her. Though we have lost her father to the prisons once again, we have only begun to work for her release. There are many things that might be done on Mr. Hawthorne’s behalf, and I intend to exhaust every one of them.

Lydia puts her arm around mine and kisses my cheek. “This has been a difficult day, my love.”

“Very difficult,” I agree. “Though we had hoped for a lighter sentence, it seems the Lord Justice was not so moved. There will need to be greater diligence exercised for the next few weeks so that we might have things amended in a positive way.”

Sir Robert Clarke shakes his head. “You must understand that there is very little that can be done. Lord Justice Coburne is the highest magistrate in southern England. He is the one who oversees all other magistrate courts in the region. Though you wish to appeal his sentencing, I do not see what good may come of it. Irritate him, and you might find a year or two added.”

“No, please do not add more time,” Adelia cries. “My father cannot take such a thing. He grows older and I worry that he will not survive the entirety of the sentence.”

“He will survive!” Phineas lightly scolds her. “Your father is a strong man and very capable of adapting to his current condition, my sweet. We will continue to work on his behalf, though, and I promise things will become much better for all involved.”

“We both make this promise,” I add. “Do not fear, Adelia. We will not let this go undone.”

Adelia pulls away from her husband and embraces me before doing the same with Lydia. We have become close friends and confidants to the couple, and I am glad to say that I know them. Though I myself have not yet attained full certification as a solicitor, I have learned a great deal from Phineas and his cousin James. I am confident in my abilities, and because of this I can see a way through this dark time. Even if an experienced solicitor such as Sir Robert Clarke cannot.

“We will discuss this matter further after we go home,” Phineas tells her. “On Wednesday they will allow us to visit your father and at that time we can discuss any plans we make with him. It will do us all good to be able to do such a thing, will it not?”

“Aye, it will,” she replies. “It will be a good thing, indeed.” 

I watch as the couple walks out of the courtroom, staying behind to speak with Sir Robert as my wife Lydia continues to cling to my arm. 

“This is a very dangerous pathway, my boy,” Sir Robert tells me. “You must see that you could very well upset the beast.”

Grimacing, I reply, “You think me mad for suggesting to do this, do you not?”

He sighs. “You are very likely one of the most gifted men I have seen in my profession in a very long time. Though you are not yet a full solicitor, I would put you before almost any other solicitor worth their salt. However, I have three decades of experience behind me, and I can tell you that this Lord Justice is not one with whom to trifle. He has earned such a reputation over the last two years, and if he feels his authority is being questioned he is prone to strike. It would
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