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To Picasso and Husain

Life is a bubble in the stream of time.

The body perishes but life moves on to higher dimensions of line,

Where, it looks forward to the destination of salvation sublime.

Great people leave their footmarks on the path divine,

Their works are like the intoxicating wine

and the guidelines to swim in the stream of time.

Dr.  Harpal Sodhi
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The two grand masters of modernism, Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain are legends of their life time. Picasso who was the pioneer of Cubism created a new language and diction in painting and M. F. Husain added his self- created vocabulary making it a self- styled, Husainean Art. Picasso’s and Husain’s creative zeal revealed in the huge volumes of their work, reflects the present, past and to some extent the future scenario of the world of Art. Their drawings and paintings reveal the creative potentiality of their personalities. Their works are receptive to every eye and a boon for our future generations.

The book, “Master Minds: Creativity in Picasso’s and Husain’s Paintings”, is a projection of master minds in the field of art. It reveals about the creative works of art that are not just show pieces to adorn rich homes, museums and art galleries but to bring awareness about human attitude and cultural heritage. The projection of these works of art could lead to international integration and establish an amicable relationship between people of all communities and further form a peaceful global human society. This book the outcome of Ph. D thesis, also serves the purpose of academic study for art scholars and art researchers all over the world.

In the entire book light has been thrown on Picasso’s and Husain’s life and paintings. There is an analytical study of their works of art. The significant aspects dealt with in their paintings are creativity viewed through linear quality, forms, colors, pictorial composition, subject matter, styles, mediums, techniques, similarities and differences in their works of art. I consider myself to be fortunate to avail the opportunity to journey through a significant part of the life and works of these two great artists. Their contribution to the world of art is exemplary for many future generations. Picasso and Husain have proved that the aesthetic artistic trend of thought has no barriers and boundaries. The mind of an artist can reach any part of the universe and create wonders in the form of an art. Picasso’s and Husain’s immortalized paintings mesmerize the observer when their creative activity springs out in their paintings which speak in a silent language of forms and colors. It has been noticed that their works have a glimpse of the existing styles and techniques mingled with an antiquarian approach where the result is absolutely unique and creative. Their works of art are deemed to immortalize their names as the ever shining prominent stars in the sky of the world of art.

There are total 226 illustrations in Part 1 to Part 5 of the ebooks that include a unique analytical study of the paintings and the sketches of the artists, Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain. 
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This book is the outcome of Dr. Harpal Sodhi’s research and original Ph. D. Thesis, Title: “Creative Activity in the Paintings of Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain: An analytical study.” I am honored to write the foreword for her book, I enjoyed reading her book.

Human cultures all over the world are encapsulated in the form of art and the present cultural society throbs with the vibrations of the existing art .The masters of art do not have any limit for their imagination as they consider the whole world as one community, the author further analyzed to prove that Picasso and Husain epitomize the twentieth century modern art.

. The publication is a welcome contribution to the world of art. It will contribute to the field of academic study in India and abroad. Each chapter has something special to convey about the wonders of the creation of art in the form of paintings. This book also reveals the purpose of the projections of art of great artists that leads to the awareness of global integrity through the depiction of global cultural heritage. 

The author has analyzed some unique aspects of Picasso’s and Husain’s paintings, such as, the aspect of their paintings which leads to their contribution towards spiritualism and shapes \ colors that emit positive vibrations. This book rightly conveys that Picasso and Husain are not only Masters of Modernism but their works can be branded as, The Essence of a Millennium. 

Dr. Chitralekha Singh

(Ph.D & D.Litt.)
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