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        I can’t believe how fast the time has passed, so much has happened in the last nine months and I’m about to become a father. Nine months look like nothing at all when you’re suddenly at the end of them. I'm not even sure if I'm ready yet.

      

      

      
        
        Sterling

        I’m so glad that the pregnancy is coming to an end, I feel like I swallowed a beach ball by now, and I feel like I look like one too. But I’m also looking forward to finally meeting the baby, the little life inside of me. To share this amazing world with another life.
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      It’s a wonder we slept at all last night…

      This morning Sterling was up even earlier than normal, which is a feat I won’t be copying from him any time soon, because today we’re getting Maddy back.

      Today, we’re going to the courtroom and we’ll be making sure that we’re not leaving without Maddy at our side.

      A couple of days ago, we got the news that I’m now officially recognised not just as Sterling’s Alpha, but also as Maddy’s Alpha. So, no matter how much Logan’s parents may try to get us in trouble, we’re now going to make sure that they’ll never get their hands on her again.

      I sit behind my computer, trying to get some work done, but I’ve got no concentration today and just knowing that Maddy will be back with us soon… It makes me way too excited.

      “Wild?” Sterling stands in the doorway. “Can you help me?”

      Over the last couple of days, we’ve decided to move some things around in the house.

      Maddy will move into Logan and Sterling’s old bedroom, the office will move upstairs, the downstairs bedroom will stay our bedroom and the old office will become the new baby room.

      Now we’ve got the wedding and all that out of the way, we decided that it’s probably time to tell people about the other thing going on in our lives… Sterling’s pregnancy.

      But, of course, adding another person to our family will require a lot of moving and reorganising, especially of the spaces that we’re using right now.

      “I’m coming.” I stand up.

      We’re moving some things from Logan and Sterling’s bedroom to a storage room upstairs. The room is small, but it’s enough to move a few things out of the way so we can start to decorate Maddy’s new room.

      I wrap my arms around Sterling for a moment, pulling him close. “Are you sure you’re okay with this?” This is us moving his and Logan’s items, there will be a lot of memories attached to them.

      “We’re not throwing stuff away, we’re just moving them.” He looks at me and then kisses my cheek. “It’s going to be fine. And I’m never in there anyway, it’s no use leaving it empty when Maddy would love the bigger room.”

      “Okay.” I pull him along up the stairs, to the bedroom. I open the door and step inside.

      There’s so much personality in this room, but I understand that it can’t be easy for Sterling to be in here. Not with everything that has happened. How he used to share it with Logan.

      And, even for me, knowing which elements were definitely influences from Logan and which elements Sterling brought to it…

      “What do you want to do first?”

      “I want some of the dressers and stuff like that moved downstairs into our bedroom. It’s no use to keep putting our clothes on bookshelves.” He laughs, then he lets out a little sigh. “Let’s move the bed to the storage room, that’s the biggest thing in here. And Maddy’s got her own bed that we’ll have to move in here.”

      I walk over to the bed and look under it. “Can we take this apart?”

      “Yeah, just take the mattress off, and we should be able to pull it apart.” He starts tugging on the mattress and I help him, lifting it off. “Now, we get this to the storage room first.”

      He pulls it along, trying not to drag it over the floor, but it’s too big and heavy so we drag and push it until it’s in the other room. Then I look at Sterling, who’s out of breath and laughing. “It didn’t feel this heavy when we moved it in.”

      “Well, that was nearly a decade ago.” I wrap my arm around his shoulders as we walk back to the bedroom. “Lots of things changed since then, including our age.”

      I don’t even want to think how different I am now in comparison to then… But there’s no use lamenting our bodies from back then when we need to move everything from that room with the bodies we have now.

      It’s going to be a couple of rough hours.
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      We’re waiting in front of the courtroom. We’re a little early, but that doesn’t matter. Sterling keeps walking from one end of the hallway to the other. Then he looks up at me.

      “Why aren’t they here yet?” He checks around the corner towards the front of the building.

      “Star.” I call out to him, and he looks back at me. “She’ll be back with us soon. We’ve done it. She’s coming home with us today.”

      Just at that moment our lawyer, Chuck, nearly walks into Sterling as he’s about to check around the corner again. “Afternoon.” He looks at me for a moment before he looks at Sterling.

      “Afternoon.” Sterling now comes back over to me, standing next to me, sliding his hand into mine.

      “Did you prepare everything? Will you be able to bring her back home safely?” Chuck looks at us.

      “Of course. There’s always space for her and we’ve always got a safety seat for her in the car.” Sterling huffs.

      “You know I’m only asking because it’s protocol.” He steps back a little. “Did you have a nice wedding ceremony?”

      Sterling lights up as he nods. “It was beautiful, and it was amazing to have Maddy with us that day. To be able to share it all with her too.”

      “Good. It’s good that you had a lovely wedding. Everyone deserves that.”

      Then a whole set of voices reach us, and a group of people comes around the corner. I recognise Sarah in the front, looking very annoyed, Maddy at her side, holding her hand tightly. Behind them are Logan’s parents and their lawyer. Uh, oh.

      “Daddy!” Maddy starts pulling as soon as she sees him and Sarah lets go of her.

      Sarah follows her closely, her parents staying behind, purposefully not looking at us.

      “What’s wrong?” I give Sarah a quick hug.

      “They’re just being difficult. I don’t know exactly why. I went over to their house to see Maddy before they came here, just to give her a little support, but they’ve been really difficult about it. So, I followed them here and now they’re annoyed with me. It may have something to do with me supporting you two and having been at your wedding.” She sighs. “Just life, I guess.”

      “Well, let’s hope we won’t have to deal with them for a while again.” I look down as Maddy takes my hand and I come down to her level for a quick hug. “Hi, princess.”

      “Hi.” She pushes a little closer. “Do I now call you Dad or Wilder?”

      I guess that’s a reasonable question to ask. “I don’t mind either way. Do what you want. But Dad will make your grandparents annoyed.”

      Maddy lets out a snort, one that lets me know exactly how much it annoys them and how unimpressed she is with that. Then she turns back to Sterling, wrapping her arms around him as I stand next to them. It’s so good to see them together.

      It was so hard when Maddy had to leave after the wedding, no matter how much we tried, no matter how much we tried to make it easier. To have to let her go after all that… Yeah, not easy.

      I look around, and finally the doors open. We walk in, with Maddy at our side.

      This is it. We’re going to finally bring our family back together.
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      “Alternating weekends.” Sterling fumes, shaking his head, throwing up his hands.

      Apparently, no matter the fact that Sterling is Maddy’s Omega and only living parent, the judge decided that Logan’s parents still had rights, at least for a weekend every two weeks.

      We will be the primary caregivers, but Logan’s parents still get visitation rights…

      Not what we expected. Definitely not what we hoped for, and now we need to live with it…

      Sarah’s with her parents and Maddy, ‘allowing them to say goodbye’, but at least it allows Sterling to vent his anger before he has to face his little girl again.

      Sterling looks at me. “Why?”

      I reach out, wrapping my arms around him. “I have no idea.” Especially not since I’m still not convinced they actually want to have anything to do with Maddy…

      I still feel like it’s just some pride thing for them… But that won’t help Sterling
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