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Preface
Tiny Is the New Huge

It’s a scientific fact: Everything is more fun in miniature. From itty-bitty plastic sushi in Tokyo, to teeny-weeny purse dogs on Fifth Avenue, to super-small sliders in LA restaurants, tiny versions of everyday stuff make even grumpy old guys smile. And if those wee little things happen to be knitted toys that you made yourself, well, those old grumps might just giggle with glee.

In July 2009, I had just finished Knitting Mochimochi, my first book of knitted toy patterns. It had been an exciting, exhilarating experience, and I was ready for a break. Not a break from knitting—let’s not kid ourselves—but a new kind of challenge for Mochimochi Land. On a lark, I decided to come up with as many Tiny Toys as I could in one month. It started with a Tiny Brain on July 1. Mostly composed of a bunched-up I-cord, it was about an inch long. As soon as I posted the photo on my blog and saw the enthusiastic comments left by my readers, I knew I had discovered a new obsession. I ended up knitting twenty-three Tiny Things that month, one for every weekday, including a box of tissues, a panda (with an even tinier bamboo shoot), and a melting glacier.

All of these Tiny Things are three-dimensional animals, objects, or people, and they all have that Mochimochi Land anthropomorphism. Why? Because the only thing cuter than a mini knitted forest is a mini knitted forest with twenty-eight little eyes looking back at you!

When my crazy Month of Tiny ended, I was still on a roll, so I continued the Tiny Challenge on a weekly basis. As of this writing, I’ve kept up my self-imposed Tiny Toys Challenge for over a year, making more than seventy Tinys, and I’m still going. Maybe I will knit a cute tiny coffin on my deathbed.

This book includes patterns for some of my favorite Tiny Things from that fateful July, plus many others, including a bunch that are making their debut in Teeny-Tiny Mochimochi. These minuscule creations are deceptively simple to knit using basic techniques, but the results are so magical that friends will think you’ve got a team of miniature knitting elves at your disposal. And while the Tinys are pretty charming on their own, with a little ingenuity, they can be turned into pins, magnets, Christmas ornaments—anything that could use some scale-model silliness. So pick up your sock yarn and size 1 needles, and make the grouch in your life giggle like a schoolgirl!

Why Tiny?

Nobody needs a reason to knit Tiny Things—it’s just fun—but some of us more cautious, left-brained types like to have a little extra justification before we jump into a new project. So here’s why it makes sense to go Tiny

TIME IS MONEY As much as we love knitting, sometimes any project bigger than a single mitten feels like too much of a commitment. Here you can finish an entire project in less than an hour—and it’s not a boring swatch, but a sweet little creature! Tinys are some of the fastest projects that will ever fly off your needles.

    MONEY IS MONEY No need to break the bank for these guys! If you’ve ever knitted a pair of socks, you probably already have enough yarn left over to make more than a few Tiny Toys. Or, you can pick up a skein or two of any fingeringweight yarn and then make dozens (yup, dozens!) of them. It’s all in the magic of yardage.

    YOUR GIFT LIST IS ANYTHING BUT TINY Friends, coworkers, parents, kids, teachers, siblings, significant others, not-so-significant others—your list is long. You could pick up 20 gift cards (kind of impersonal), or buy a case of scented candles (kind of smelly), or you could try to knit 20 hats by December (don’t forget to take everyone’s measurements). Or you could create Tiny Toys that you can make from one skein of yarn in about an hour each. Check out “Tiny Possibilities” for some fun ideas.

    IT’S NOT AS HARD AS IT LOOKS As intimidating as miniature projects might look, they use very simple techniques. If you can finish knitting a hat using double-pointed needles, you’re more than ready to tackle a Tiny. Check out the techniques for toy knitting and, if you need a refresher, the basic knitting techniques.
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Tiny Ingredients

Now that you have caught the Tiny bug (it’s highly contagious, so you never really had a chance), let’s talk about what you need to get started on making some Tinys of your own.
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Yarn

Unlike a sock or a sweater, Tinys don’t have to be sized just right to fit someone. That means you can make them with just about any kind of yarn you like. That said, what makes Tinys so adorably tiny is the fingering-weight yarn that I use, the same yarn used to knit socks. It’s thin and sturdy and comes in lots of colors. I prefer to work with yarn made of wool or a wool blend—it feels nice and is easy to work with—but you can also use cotton or acrylic yarn, especially if that’s what you have on hand.

Try making a Tiny with the extra yarn you have from a previous project and see how you like it. If you’re hooked, run to your local yarn store and pick up some fingering-weight sock yarn. You’ll be amazed at how many Tinys you can make from just one skein.
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Needles

Tinys are knitted in the round, which makes them three-dimensional and mostly seamless. This circular knitting is done with double-pointed needles (or dpns for short), which come in sets of five needles, but are usually used just four at a time. The small knitting circumference that you can get with double-pointed needles is a must for Tiny knitting. You can also use two double-pointed needles to knit flat pieces, so they can do double duty.

The size of your needles will depend on the weight of the yarn you use. I used size 1 U.S. (2.25mm) needles for all of the projects in this book, but you may want to go up or down slightly in size, depending on the type of yarn that you are working with and how tightly you knit. As a general rule, use a needle that is one or two sizes smaller than the recommended needle size for a particular yarn so you’ll have a tight fabric without gaps that the stuffing can show through.

Double-pointed needles come in a variety of materials, including wood, bamboo, metal, and plastic. Individual tastes vary, and many local yarn stores will let you try out a few different types of needles before buying, so you can find what you feel most comfortable with. My own favorite is bamboo—it’s lightweight and strong, with a smooth, but not slippery, surface.
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Stuffing

You’ll put lots of love inside of your Tinys, but you need to put in something soft and fluffy, too. There are many types of stuffing available. I prefer polyester fiberfill because, for some Tinys, you will have to weave a knitted I-cord all the way through the stuffed piece, and slippery polyester will allow it to go through smoothly. In a pinch, you can use yarn scraps to stuff your Tinys.
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Tools

Scissors are a must, and because the projects in this book are so small, you’ll need a small pair with a pointed tip.

A tapestry needle looks like a jumbo-sized sewing needle. It’s used with yarn for seaming, embroidering details, and weaving in loose ends.

A stitch marker helps you remember where the rounds in your knitting begin and end. You can buy small plastic rings, but for tiny toys I prefer to just tie a small piece of contrasting-colored yarn in a loop.

A crochet hook is used for attaching hair to a toy or to pick up stitches dropped accidentally. Use one the same size as the knitting needles you are using.

A counter helps you keep track of the row or round you’re on; the type pictured is an easy-to-use clicking device. Or you can simply make hash marks on a piece of paper.

Straight pins are helpful when attaching pieces together so you can get the spacing right before you sew them in place.

Safety pins make handy stitch holders for tiny projects. Sometimes you’ll use them to hold live stitches temporarily so you can come back to them later.
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Checking gauge is absolutely necessary when you’re planning to knit a garment or other project in which measurements are important. Because toys don’t need to fit a particular size, I recommend not checking gauge at all—it’s more fun to just get started.
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How Tiny Can You Go?
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