

    
        
          Bible Class for Adults and Youth: Beginner's Guide — Hebrews

        

        
        
          BIBLE CLASS FROM SCRATCH, Volume 57

        

        
        
          Bible Sermons

        

        
          Published by Guillermo Doris McBride, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      BIBLE CLASS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH: BEGINNER'S GUIDE — HEBREWS

    

    
      First edition. August 1, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Bible Sermons.

    

    
    
      Written by Bible Sermons.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Epigraph

Introduction

Hebrews 1:1-2

Hebrews 1:2-3

Hebrews 1:3-7

Hebrews 1:8 - 2:4

Hebrews 2:5-10

Hebrews 2:10-17

Hebrews 2:9-18

Hebrews 3:1-6

Hebrews 3:6-10

Hebrews 3:11-15

Hebrews 3:16 - 4:8

Hebrews 5:7-14

Hebrews 6:1-5

Hebrews 6:6-20

Hebrews 7:1-2

Hebrews 7:2-19

Hebrews 7:20 - 8:2

Hebrews 7:25 - 8:6

Hebrews 8:6-13

Hebrews 9:1-7

Hebrews 9:2-24

Hebrews 9:25-28

Hebrews 10:1-19

Hebrews 10:19-36

Hebrews 10:26-39

Hebrews 11:1-3

Hebrews 11:3-6

Hebrews 11:8-19

Hebrews 11:20-30

Hebrews 11:31-34

Hebrews 11:35-40

Hebrews 12:1-2

Hebrews 12:3-8

Hebrews 12:9-15

Hebrews 12:15-24

Hebrews 12:25 - 13:8

Hebrews 13:3-16

Hebrews 13:10-25.

Conclusion

Further Reading: Bible Class for Adults and Youth: Beginner's Guide — Mark



  	
        
            
            This letter was written to a group of Jewish Christians, probably around 64 AD. These Christians, who had endured persecution, were straying from their faith and giving in to the temptation to return to Judaism. The author writes this letter to point out the superiority of the Christian religion and encourage them in their faith. The author emphatically points out that Christ is superior to the prophets, angels, Moses, Joshua, and Aaron. God had spoken through each of them, but now He has spoken through His Son! After Romans, Hebrews has had the greatest influence on the thinking of successive generations of Christians.
The author makes frequent contrasts between the ritual law of the Old Testament and the faith of the New Testament. Note his strong appeals to Jewish believers to hold fast to the new covenant rather than turn back to the old. Look for vivid images from the Old Testament used to illustrate what God has done through Jesus Christ. Read about the exploits of those who persevered in the Old Testament, clinging to faith and grace in anticipation of the Messiah, they "were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland" (Heb 11:16). Delight in the fabulous descriptions of the incomparable life and nature of our great Messiah. Determine in your heart to treasure Jesus above all things, and then you will know that you have truly understood the message of Hebrews!
When the various books of the New Testament were formally gathered into a collection shortly after 100 AD, titles were added for convenience. This epistle bears the traditional Greek title, "To the Hebrews," which was certified at least in the second century AD. However, within the epistle itself, there is no identification of the recipients as Hebrews (Jews) or Gentiles. Because the epistle is filled with references to Hebrew history and religion and does not deal with any particular Gentile or pagan practices, the traditional title has been retained.
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Today, we begin our study in the epistle to the Hebrews. The letter to the Hebrews is so important that we classify it next to the letter to the Romans (which has not been surpassed by any other book). We have wondered how to present the introduction that this magnificent epistle deserves. Prior to these commentaries there have been excellent works of Biblical exposition written by other masters. We have therefore decided to allow four of them to introduce this epistle to the Hebrews since each of them has pronounced statements on this work that are extremely important. First, we will quote from Professor Campbell Morgan's book entitled "God's Last Word to Man."

Says Dr.Campbell: "The letter to the Hebrews is of special value because there is today a very broad concept concerning Christ which is inferior to that of the New Testament. To illustrate what I mean, continues Dr. Morgan - let me quote what one writer recently said:

"One of the best things we can say about human nature is this: that whenever a situation arises that can be solved by a person having to lay down his life for his friends, some heroic person is sure to come forward sooner or later, and offer himself as the victim. A Curtius to jump into the abyss. A Socrates to drink the hemlock; a Christ to have Himself crucified on Calvary." Now, this quote mentioned by Dr. Morgan is from a skeptic, and he is using it to illustrate that there is an inferior view of Christ. So, let us conclude this statement we have begun from this Bible scholar, Dr. Morgan, who went on to say:

"We are not proposing to discuss that at length, but we do want to say now that to place Christ in that relation is little short of blasphemy. We may properly speak of a Curtius, of a Socrates, but when we speak of 'a Christ,' our reference to Him is not only not in harmony with the New Testament presentation, but is implicitly a contradiction of what is stated as to the uniqueness of His Person."

Here we conclude this quotation, which constitutes a great beginning for the letter to the Hebrews.

Dr. William Pettingill presented a different emphasis in his opening statement and said:

"From Adam to Moses through 2,500 years and from Moses to Malachi through 1,100 years, the prophets were speaking from God to man. But at the end of the 3,600 years, their revelation about God was only partial. Then, after a silence of 400 years, when the fulfillment of the time of the times came, God sent His Son, and in that Son, God's revelation was perfect." So much for the quote. This is another tremendous statement,

We will now present a third introduction to the epistle to the Hebrews, and this one belongs to Dr. Schuyler, and it reads as follows: "The epistle to the Hebrews, one of the most important books in the New Testament since it contains some of the main doctrines of the Christian faith, is at the same time a book of infinite logic and great beauty. To read it is to breathe the atmosphere of heaven itself. To study it is to partake of solid spiritual food; and to abide in its teachings is to be guided from immaturity to maturity in the knowledge of Christian truth and of Christ Himself. It is to continue to advance toward perfection."

And here is another statement: "The theme of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the only book in the New Testament in which our Lord is presented in His position as High Priest, is the supreme glory of Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man. So much for the quotation. And we must say once again, this is a truly extraordinary statement.

We have a fourth statement, belonging to Sir Robert Anderson, and we hope that as we go through the pages of this epistle, we will be able to emphasize what this author emphasizes. We hope that this introduction, in one way or another, may clarify the thoughts. From the introduction of this Bible scholar, we present some salient points:

"That the professing church on earth is the true vine, is the bold and ungodly lie of apostasy. That she is the olive tree, is the error shared by the mass of believers in the churches of the reformation. But, the teaching of Scripture is explicit. That Christ Himself is the vine and that Israel is the Olive Tree. For God has not set aside His own people".

The epistle to the Hebrews was not accepted by the Western church for a long time, and the reason was found in this particular question; the church wanted to usurp the position or place of Israel. They adopted all the promises God had made to Israel and spiritualized them, applying them to themselves and rejecting God's purposes for the nation of Israel. As a result, one finds that the church of those days actually became anti-Semitic and persecuted the Jews. Therefore, to say that God is finished with the nation of Israel is a sad misconception, and we trust that this epistle may prove helpful to us in our understanding of the great truth that a Hebrew is a Hebrew, and that when he becomes a believer, he remains a Hebrew. When any person becomes a child of God, it does not change his nationality at all, but it brings him into a new body of believers called the church. God is today calling a people of Jews and non-Jews to call upon His name. When that task has been consummated, God will gather His church out of this world, and will continue to carry out His purpose with the nation of Israel, fulfilling all His promises to them and through them to the non-Jewish world of that time. We believe, therefore, that this epistle will help us in the understanding of our study and the purposes of God. We must also say that we are grateful for the contribution of these four great introductions to this epistle to the Hebrews, in helping us to launch into deep waters in the study of the Word of God.

The question of the human author of the letter to the Hebrews has always been a debatable issue. If you are familiar with the literature of the Holy Scriptures, you will recognize that there has been no unanimity of thought on the subject and no agreement as to who the author is. Dr. McGee, indicated that when he was a student, he wrote a thesis on this subject because he was so interested in this problem. He was so fascinated by it that he spent a lot of time considering this issue. He then wrote that thesis in which he tried to maintain the position that Paul the apostle was the author.

Neither that nor other works succeeded in resolving the problem and the disagreement regarding the author of this letter to the Hebrews persisted. Neither John Calvin nor Martin Luther accepted that Paul was the author, as well as many other teachers of the past. On the other hand, many accept the apostle Paul as the author. However, the human author is not the most important issue; for the fundamental fact is that this epistle is a part of the inspired Word of God.

Despite the fact that Pauline authorship cannot be dogmatically affirmed, there is abundant evidence that Paul was the author. Both internal and external evidence supports Paul as the author. The writer was imprisoned (as we can see in Hebrews 10:34). He wrote from Italy (as we see in 13:24). His companion was Timothy (as we read in 13:23). The style of writing is Pauline. Also, in our opinion, the apostle Peter identified Paul as the writer (as is evident from reading 2 Peter 3:15 and 16). So we believe that there are good and sufficient reasons for Paul to change his style, and for him not to give his name at the beginning of the epistle. We will highlight these details as we proceed in our reading and study.

There is another matter of introduction to this letter that we wish to present at this point. The date of writing is especially important in case of this epistle to the Hebrews, because of the question of the authorship of this letter. Many specialists and good Biblical scholars have adopted the position that it was written after 70 AD. Some have mentioned the date of 85 A.D. or 96 A.D. and others around the year 90 A.D. However, when reading this epistle, one feels compelled to conclude that the temple in Jerusalem was still standing at the time it was written. This means that it must have been written before 70 A.D., since the Roman general Titus destroyed the temple in 70 A.D. and Paul had already departed to the presence of the Lord. We believe it was written by the apostle Paul and before 70 AD.

The scholar Coleridge said that the letter to the Romans revealed the necessity of the Christian faith, but that the letter to the Hebrews revealed the superiority of the Christian faith. This thought, present throughout this epistle, was expressed in the use of the comparative term "better," which appears some 13 times. The epistle to the Hebrews tells us that the Law was good, but that grace, under Christ, was better, and that the glory to come is going to be better. So the letter to the Hebrews presents that which is better. The word "perfect" or related words, appears about 15 times. This is an epistle that challenges us. Expressions like "let us strive" "let us fear" or "let us do" appear 5 times.

In reality Hebrews is an epistle that contains the solid food of the Word. We want to mention two verses that communicate or express the idea of a "better" way. The first of these is found in chapter 3, verse 1, of this epistle to the Hebrews, and it says: "Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." So we are to regard Him as our highest consideration. The second passage is found in chapter 12 of this same epistle, verse 3, where we read the following: "Consider Him who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, that your spirit may not grow weary and faint". This is exactly what we are going to do as we study the epistle to the Hebrews. We are going to consider Christ Jesus. over the next few days, actually over the next few weeks, we are going to consider Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, meditating and reflecting upon Him carefully and attentively. And we are convinced that this is the most important attitude that any Christian should adopt.

We can divide this Epistle into two distinct parts. In the first ten chapters of this Epistle to the Hebrews, we are going to see that Christ is better than the Old Testament economy. This is the doctrinal part of the Epistle. It emphasizes that:

A. Christ is superior to the prophets (1:1-3).

B. Christ is superior to the angels (1:4 - 2:18).

C. Christ is superior to Moses (3:1 - 4:2)

D. Christ is superior to Joshua (4:3-13)

E. Christ is superior to the Levitical priesthood (4:14 - 7:28)

F. Christ, as our High Priest, exercises His functions in a Higher Sanctuary, by means of a better covenant, based on better promises (8:1 - 10:39). The exposition is based on the fact that there is:

1. a true Tabernacle (8:1-5).

2. A New Covenant, better than the old one (8:6-13).

3. A new sanctuary, better than the old one (9:1-10).

4. A Superior Sacrifice (9:11 - 10:18)

5. A new stimulus (10:19-25).

Then, in chapters 11 through 13, we have the second part of the Epistle, in which it is stated that Christ brings better benefits and obligations for us today, and this is the practical part of the Epistle, which is to be expressed in:

A. Faith (11:1-40)

B. Hope (12:1-29), because of (1) The Christian race (12.1-2) and (2) and that believers today are in a situation of combat and conflict (12:3-14).

C. Love (13:1-25). Here, emphasizing on practicality we will be told about:

1. The secret life of the believers (13:1-6).

2. The social life of the believers (13:7-14).

3. The spiritual life of the believers (13:15-19).

4. The epistle ends with a benediction (13:20-25).

The author's style and way of expressing himself bears the unmistakable mark of the apostle Paul, treating the doctrinal theme in depth, and passing with all naturalness to what is eminently practical. This is precisely the scheme that the apostle Paul followed in his other epistles. Well, God willing in our next study then, we will set our foot on the threshold, so to speak, of this epistle to the Hebrews, and begin to analyze what it has to say to us.

So having begun today the study of a new book, we look forward to your company in this journey through the pages of the New Testament. In the meantime, and in preparation for the new study, we suggest that you read the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, to familiarize yourself with its contents and thus be better prepared to take advantage of the teachings of this important New Testament letter.

If you contact us, we would appreciate hearing from you about your feelings and experiences with the blessings of God's Word. Your phone call, regular correspondence or e-mail message will bring us closer to your personal experience with God and His Word, as well as being an important encouragement in our daily task of spreading the message of the Bible. In this way we will be able to pray for you in a concrete way, taking into account your problem, your need, or your expression of gratitude to that divine Master who daily feeds us with His Word, comforts us, and gives us the strength to continue with courage our Christian career in the midst of the struggles of life.
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We return today to the epistle to the Hebrews. In the previous chapter, we simply laid the basis, the foundation, for the study of this book. We had to dedicate a whole study for this, because it is necessary to have a good foundation when one has to lay or build a great structure upon it. And we have a great structure in the epistle to the Hebrews. As we conclude the above study, we present a brief general outline.

The first section of this epistle is doctrinal. The first ten chapters reveal to us that Christ is better than what we call "the Old Testament economy." The second and last section of this epistle is practical and demonstrates that Christ provides us with better benefits and obligations or responsibilities. By the way, that was the rule that the apostle Paul followed in his other epistles; that is, he expounded the doctrinal part and then the practical part. In our opinion, there is an abundance of evidence that Paul wrote the epistle to the Hebrews.

Although we cannot say with total certainty that Paul was the author, we can affirm in a very dogmatic way, that we are dealing here with the Word of God, with that which the Spirit of God has given us. And since the Holy Spirit is indisputably the author of this epistle, the human writer and the date are secondary data. The Epistle to the Hebrews is one of the most important epistles in the Word of God. In all sincerity, we do not feel worthy to interpret these texts alone and therefore we have quoted in our introduction to the book, four statements of prominent Biblical expositors. From four different points of view, each of them came to the same point of emphasizing the person of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we claim the promise of the Lord Jesus when He said that the Spirit of God would come and take the truths of Christ and make them known to us (as we can see in John 16:12-15). And unless He does that, we are not going to make much progress in this epistle, of that we are sure.

We have to remember that this epistle was addressed to the Hebrew believers at the juncture of two great ages. The age of the law had come to an end. The sacrifice in the temple that in other times had been so important and significant, in that new epoch no longer made sense. What God had required before, it was a sin to practice in the new times, as this epistle made clear. The epistle to the Hebrews was addressed then to these Hebrew believers, although its teachings are valid for believers of all races and of any time in history. Therefore, these pages are valuable and important for us today. However, we need to keep in mind that they were written for Hebrew believers. For example, to say that Christ was superior to the prophets was especially significant and positive for the Hebrews.

Let us then read verse 1 of this first chapter of the letter to the Hebrews, which begins a paragraph stating that:

Christ is superior to the prophets

"God, having spoken many times and in many ways at sundry times in time past to the fathers by the prophets."

You may have noticed that this verse begins with the word "God". This book is supported by certain premises. For example, when one studies geometry, there are certain axioms that one must rely on as a starting point, and if one does not do so, one will not begin at all, and the same is true in the study of mathematics. Just as one can prove that two plus two equals four, so one can prove that a straight line is the shortest distance between two points. These are proven and accepted truths. And when one fact has been accepted and established, one can go on to prove another fact. Now, in the book of Hebrews, as well as in the book of Genesis, no attempt has been made to prove the existence of God. In some institutions such as seminaries, courses have been scheduled to construct some philosophical system by which the existence of God can be proved. We have participated in some such courses and do not feel that we have made good use of the time. There is a wrong appreciation in you if you cannot go outside and look at the mountains, or go to the beach and look at the sea, or look up to the sky and recognize that there is a Creator. Psalm 19:1 says "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims the work of his hands". Dear reader, if the created universe is not telling you something about a Creator, there is something radically wrong with your thinking. According to Psalm 14:1 it was the fool who said in his heart "there is no God".

The second assumption we find in Hebrews 1:1 is that God has spoken. The first verse of the letter to the Hebrews assumes that the Scriptures we have are divinely inspired. The revelation to which it refers is the revelation of the Old Testament, as we have it today.

There are those who think that the apostle Paul did not write the epistle to the Hebrews, and one of the arguments they use is that this letter was written in a high-level Greek language. It was written by someone who was fluent in the Greek language. It has a smoothness and a beauty that we lose in the translations that we have. One finds that right here, at the beginning of this letter, there is a certain play on words. He begins by saying here, "having spoken many times." "Many times", corresponds to the Greek word "polumeros" and the expression "in many ways" corresponds to the Greek word "polutropos". You can see the linguistic beauty we have here: "polumeros and polutropos". It is an almost poetic phrase, sounding in the style of Homer. But there is much more than beauty; it is also an extraordinary statement of great importance.

When the writer said, "many times," he was not speaking of time as we conceive of it. The emphasis was that God spoke through Moses, but before that, He spoke to Abraham. God spoke to Abraham through dreams and by sending him the angel of the Lord, but when He spoke to Abraham, He did not tell him what He told Moses. God did not tell Abraham anything about the Law. He did not give him the Ten Commandments, but later, God did give the Ten Commandments to Moses. Even later in history, He told David that a King would come through his line of descent, who would be his Savior. And when David was an old man, he said that there would be a king coming from his line of descent who would be his Savior. God did not give that information to Moses, nor had He given it to Abraham. In fact, God gave Moses a law that stated that Israel should not have an earthly king, because God would be their king. God, however, knew the human heart, and in the past Israel wanted to be like the other nations around them and then have a human king. It was beautiful the way God acted in times like those, He granted their request, even though He sent weakness for their souls. God used it as a method to send the Messiah, the Savior, to this world. So this first verse is telling us that God did not give Abraham the whole truth, but added to it as He dealt with different men over the years. As Paul said to the Galatians, in chapter 4 verse 4, that "when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth his Son". That is, when the divine deadline was fulfilled. So there has been a development of truth in the Bible.

The second word "polutropos," "in many ways," means that God used different forms of communication. He appeared in dreams to Abraham, but to Moses He gave the law. And later He made certain promises to Joshua. He spoke through dreams. He spoke through the law; He spoke through different types and figures; He spoke through ritual. He spoke through history, through poetry, through prophecy. And He used all these different ways or forms over a long period of time, using about forty-five writers and communicating His word over a period of about 1,500 years. So the writer left us with something really wonderful here.

Have you ever stopped to think that the multiplicity of writers, in itself, makes the Bible a remarkable book? The writings of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra were and are magnificent on the human level, but he was the only author of his works. On the other hand, God used many human writers to write the Bible. He used men with different backgrounds and diverse capabilities. One of them, Simon Peter, did not control the Greek language very well, but we are not going to criticize him because many of us did not reach the level he did. Nevertheless, God used Peter. The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews (which we believe was Paul) was an expert in the Greek language. When Paul wrote to the Galatians and Corinthians, he used the language of everyday life. He used the vocabulary that people used in the ports, and Paul had been to those places because he traveled a lot by ship. But this letter to the Hebrews is a work of art.

This epistle begins with a great introduction, mentioning God. There is nothing before His name that tries to prove that He exists. If you deny God's existence, the problem is yours, not God's. Some who consider themselves intellectually at the pinnacle of knowledge deny the existence of God. But if one considers their limited minds, which as soon as they can take refuge in doubt, and compares them to God's, it seems obvious why God did not waste His time proving who He is. So if a person is to come to God, he must first believe that He exists.

Let us read verse 1 as far as we have considered it: "God, having spoken many times and in many ways" and goes on to say, "to the fathers". Who are the fathers mentioned in this verse? They are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joshua, Moses, David, Isaiah, etc. These were the fathers, but they are not our fathers nor are they yours, dear reader. Obviously these words were written to people who called Abraham, Isaac and Jacob fathers, and that was the reason for this letter being called the epistle to the Hebrews. Nevertheless, He is also God of the non-Jews, and we can be thankful for that.

Verse 1 goes on to say that He spoke to the fathers "by the prophets." God spoke through many men who were prophets, and they were great men with extraordinary messages. It took the participation of all of them together to provide us with the Old Testament, but the best that could be said is that they delivered merely partial revelation.

But now we will see that God has spoken finally and completely through His Son. Let us continue reading verse 2 of this first chapter of Hebrews:

"In these last days He has spoken to us by the Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the universe."

Now, God has finally spoken through His Son, and the literal translation would be "He spoke to us in the Son." Or as a certain Bible expositor said, "God spoke to us in one who has the character of being His Son." If He were to speak in this day from heaven itself, He would repeat something He has already said, for we have God's last word for this world in Christ Jesus.

It says here also "in these last days He has spoken to us." The term "us" is very important, referring to the very ones to whom He spoke through the prophets in Old Testament times, that is, the Hebrew believers. Let us remember that the Father spoke from heaven saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him." (Matthew 17:5). And since the Father has spoken His final word in the Lord Jesus Christ, it is also the final word to you and me. It is the Son who stands before us.

It goes on to say here, "In these last days He has spoken to us." Therefore Christ is superior to all the writers of the Old Testament, because the revelation is full of Him. He fulfills the whole Old Testament and He Himself presented the final Word of God to men. As Jesus Christ said when He was here over 2,000 years ago, and as recorded in John 16:15, "The Spirit of truth...shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you." So the Spirit of God, speaking through John, James, Dr. Luke, Paul and Peter, and through the other New Testament writers, has given us the full revelation of God.

We are shown the superiority of the Son in seven matchless statements. We are sure that we cannot comprehend or comprehend with the mind any of them in their entirety.

The first statement is: "Whom he hath appointed heir of all things." The Lord Jesus Christ has been appointed heir of all things. Now, this statement raises a question, in John 1:3 we read that through Him all things were created; without Him, nothing created came into existence. We are told that creation is His, because He created it. It already belongs to Him, but then how can Christ be the heir of all things? Well, He came into this world and assumed our humanity. The first man of the human race received dominion over all this creation and we don't emphasize this enough, because in Genesis there are tremendous statements expressed in just a few words. That was the way Moses wrote the first eleven chapters of Genesis, with short words. And when God said in Genesis 1:26, that he gave man dominion over all the earth he did not make him a first-class gardener, intending him to plant rose bushes and prune plum trees. Adam had dominion, and dominion has to do with rule. All of creation was under his authority. We believe that when he wanted more moisture, he simply had to command it and we believe that when he wanted a little more heat, he simply made the temperature rise. We believe that he controlled this world. But when he sinned, he lost that control.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came to this earth, he became a man. He performed miracles in every sphere. He had control over the human body, He had control over nature, He could calm storms and He could feed 5,000 people. He regained all the power that Adam had lost. Now, the Lord Jesus Christ is going to be the heir of all and in Scripture we are told that we are heirs of God. The apostle Paul said in Romans 8:16 and 17: "16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. 17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ", The word "joint-heirs" is interesting. It does not mean "equal" heirs. Equal heirs can each dispose in any way they want of the share allotted to them in the will. But co-heirs in a will means that someone else has control of the estate, and that person allocates only a certain amount to each at the appropriate time. That person administers the estate. Well, the Lord Jesus Christ is the heir and we are joint heirs with Him. Therefore He controls the entire inheritance, and He can put you or me in charge of something in the universe. So we are joint heirs with Christ; we have an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, that is not consumed, and that is reserved in heaven for us. And we have this inheritance because of the many wonderful things He has done for us. And as far as we know, no prophet in the Old Testament was promised anything like this. It is that the author of the epistle to the Hebrews showed us in this passage that Christ was superior to the prophets.
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Let us remember that we have divided this epistle into two parts. From chapter 1 to chapter 10, we find the doctrinal part. And from chapter 11 to 13, we have the practical part. In the doctrinal section it was revealed to us that Christ was better than the Old Testament economy. The practical section showed us that Christ brought better benefits, duties and obligations. By the way, we also highlighted an important detail that has to do with the authorship of this letter. We said that this was the model that the apostle Paul followed in his other epistles: that is, first he expounded the doctrinal part and secondly, the practical part. And we affirmed that in our opinion there was abundant evidence to accept that Paul wrote this Epistle to the Hebrews.

However, we made it clear that we could not be dogmatic about it. What we can be dogmatic about, and we are, is to affirm that we are dealing with the Word of God, that is, with the text that the Holy Spirit has left us. In this sense, and taking into account the depth of its doctrine and its practical application to the needs of believers, we are dealing with one of the great epistles recorded in the Bible.

We must remember that this epistle was addressed to the Hebrew believers at the juncture of two great epochs. The age of the law had come to an end. The sacrifice in the temple that in other times had been so important and significant, in that new epoch no longer made sense. What God had required before, it was a sin to practice in the new times, as this epistle made clear. The epistle to the Hebrews was addressed then to these Hebrew believers, although its teachings are valid for believers of all races and of any time in history. Therefore, these pages are valuable and important for us today. However, we need to keep in mind that they were written for Hebrew believers. For example, to say that Christ was superior to the prophets was especially significant and positive for the Hebrews.

And that was precisely the title of the first paragraph considered in this chapter 1 of Hebrews: "Christ was superior to the prophets". Paragraph that began in verse 1.

Let us review something we commented on verse 2, which said:

"In these last days he has spoken to us by the Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the universe."

Now, God has finally spoken through His Son, and the literal translation would be "He spoke to us in the Son." Or as a certain Bible expositor said, "God spoke to us in one who has the character of being His Son." If He were to speak in this day from heaven itself, He would repeat something He has already said, for we have God's last word for this world in Christ Jesus.

It says here also "in these last days He has spoken to us." The term "us" is very important, referring to the very ones to whom He spoke through the prophets in Old Testament times, that is, the Hebrew believers. Let us remember that the Father spoke from heaven saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him" (Matthew 17:5). And since the Father has spoken His final word in the Lord Jesus Christ, it is also the final word to you and me. The Son is the one who stands before us.

Well, we see that He is saying here, "In these last days He has spoken to us." Therefore Christ is superior to all the Old Testament writers, because the revelation is full of Him. Christ Jesus fulfills the entire Old Testament and He Himself presented the final Word of God to men. As Jesus Christ said when He was here over 2,000 years ago, and as recorded in John 16:15, "The Spirit of truth...shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you." So the Spirit of God, speaking through John, James, Dr. Luke, Paul and Peter, and through the other New Testament writers, has given us the full revelation of God.

And now we are shown the superiority of the Son in seven matchless statements. We are sure that we cannot comprehend or embrace with the mind any of them in their entirety.

The first statement is: "Whom he hath appointed heir of all things." The Lord Jesus Christ has been appointed heir of all things. Now, this statement raises a question, in John 1:3 we read that through Him all things were created; without Him, nothing created came into existence. We are told that creation is His, because He created it. It already belongs to Him, but then how can Christ be the heir of all things? Well, He came into this world and assumed our humanity. The first man of the human race received dominion over all this creation and we don't emphasize this enough, because in Genesis there are tremendous statements expressed in just a few words. That was the way Moses wrote the first eleven chapters of Genesis, with short words. And when God said in Genesis 1:26, that he gave man dominion over all the earth, he did not make him a first-class gardener, intending him to plant rose bushes and prune plum trees. Adam had dominion, and dominion has to do with rule. All of creation was under his authority. We believe that when he wanted more moisture, he simply had to command it and we believe that when he wanted a little more heat, he simply made the temperature rise. We believe that he controlled this world. But when he sinned, he lost that control.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came to this earth, He became a Man. He performed miracles in every sphere. He had control over the human body, He had control over nature, He could calm storms and He could feed 5,000 people. He regained all the power that Adam had lost. Now, the Lord Jesus Christ is going to be the heir of all and in Scripture we are told that we are heirs of God. The apostle Paul said in Romans 8:16 and 17: "16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. 17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ", The word "joint-heirs" is interesting. It does not mean "equal" heirs. Equal heirs can each dispose in any way they want of the share allotted to them in the will. But co-heirs in a will means that someone else has control of the estate, and that person allocates only a certain amount to each at the appropriate time. That person administers the estate. Well, the Lord Jesus Christ is the heir and we are joint heirs with Him. Therefore He controls the entire inheritance, and He can put you or me in charge of something in the universe. So we are joint heirs with Christ; we have an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, that is not consumed, and that is reserved in heaven for us. And we have this inheritance because of the many wonderful things He has done for us. He recovered what Adam had lost and even much more than that. He has made us joint heirs with Himself. And as far as we know, no prophet in the Old Testament was promised anything like this. It is that the author of the epistle to the Hebrews showed us in this passage that Christ was superior to the prophets.

Now, here was recorded another statement, the second one: "And by whom also he made the universe". Many people believe that this phrase refers to the creative act. And it reminds us, as Genesis 1:1 says, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". But, we do not believe it refers to that creative act. The Greek word used for "worlds" is "aion". It means "ages. So the phrase would read, "by whom he himself made the ages". This idea is projected beyond God as Creator. It attributes purpose to everything: He not only created all things. He did it for a purpose.

So the Bible makes sense. God had a reason, a motive for the things He created, and He has a motive today for the things He continues to do.

For example, God created man and placed him in a garden. And He set a condition for him to live there: man was not to eat of the fruit of a certain tree. There was nothing wrong with that fruit. It was God's test for that man, to see if he would obey him. So the problem was not in the fruit of the tree; it was in the couple standing there on the garden ground. So it was that the man utterly and completely failed on that occasion.

God has a program and a purpose in everything. There were other periods in which God tested man. There came the time when He gave man the Mosaic Law. Again, it was a test of man's obedience. In the present age you and I live under grace. We have been saved by grace; we could never be saved by the Law. In the first place, it was not given to us for this age and, in the second place, we could never keep it. We could never live up to the standard of righteousness that God has set. It should be obvious to anyone that God cannot save us by works. He cannot save us by perfect works because we cannot produce perfection; neither can he save us by imperfect works because his standard is higher. Therefore God had to present another way, and today we are saved by His grace.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator of this universe, and in this universe there is a purpose. This universe in which you and I are living today is not moving through space and time at breakneck speed, out of control, like a car that has lost its driver. The interesting thing is that when a car loses its driver, an accident occurs. But this universe, even according to what scientists say, has been working for millions of years and, by the way, it has been doing very well. The sun rises at a certain time every morning; and it's very precise, very accurate. The same is true of the moon, which stays in its predictable orbit. As one of the scientists who works with the modules or capsules that are sent into space said, all they have to do is point, and the moon or the planet will be in the precise place when the capsule gets there. In the case of the moon, as in the case of a planet, one can be confident that these stars will occupy their usual place. They do not go about freely changing their situation, deviating from their intended course. This is not a crazy universe in which you and I live. It has a purpose, and the Lord Jesus is the One who gives it that purpose.

Let's move forward in this Hebrews chapter 1 and read now verse 3:

"He who is the brightness of His glory, the express image of His person, and upholds all things by the word of His power, having by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high."

Here we have another great statement, the third. It says here "He who is the brightness of His glory." That brightness means brightness, a brightness that emits radiance. The sun out there in space, gives us a good illustration of this brightness. We could never appreciate the glory of this sun by looking directly at it; if we tried, the light would blind us. But from the sun's rays we receive light and we receive warmth, and in fact, even positive effects for our health. And in a similar way, we would know very little about God apart from the revelation God has given us in His Son. The Lord Jesus Christ is the brightness that we see. No one has ever seen God, but now we know about Him through Jesus Christ. Just as the rays of the sun with their heat and light tell us about the physical sun, so the Lord Jesus reveals God to us today.

When He uses here this other expression "And the very image of His substance", that word "very image" means, in reality, "engraved in steel". The Greek word used is "caraktér". From there we get the word "character". So we say that the Lord Jesus Christ is the revelation of God, because He is God. He is not just the printed material; He is the engraving of God in steel because He is the exact copy, the image of God. The apostle Paul said in his epistle to the Colossians, chapter 2, verse 9: "For in Him - that is, in Jesus Christ - dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily."

Then we are presented with a fourth statement. Let us notice what is said concerning Him. "And Who upholdeth all things by the Word of His power." That little child Jesus, lying in Mary's womb in Bethlehem, could have ordained with a word that this universe should exist. He maintains all the elements by His powerful word. Not only did He create all things by His Word, but He holds all things together.

Have you ever stopped to think about the amount of power needed to hold the universe together? Man has learned very little about this power, but he has learned something. For example, man has discovered the atom, something so tiny, he released it, that is, he disintegrated the atom, and in doing so, he surely released a great deal of power. Now, who put all that power into the atom? Who holds all those atoms together? Well, it is the Lord Jesus Christ. He provided the program and the purpose. He is the person of God and He is the preserver of all things. He not only created the universe by His Word, but He sustains, He maintains all things. You and I are held on this earth by that force which we call the force of gravity, If God were to alter that force of earthly attraction, we would be wandering through space. So He holds all the elements together. This universe would disintegrate without His constant supervision and power. Now, God is not an atlas passively holding the earth together. He is actively involved in maintaining all of creation. As far as we can see, this action of his is even greater than having created the universe in the beginning. He keeps the created order in operation. This is one of the extraordinary actions God is currently taking.

Let us now look at the fifth statement mentioned here. Listen to this: "Having by Himself cleansed us from our sins". The Lord Jesus Christ provided for the cleansing, the purification of our sins. He forgave our sins. He purified our sins. He went through the penalty for sin for you and for me, my listening friend. He has paid that penalty by suffering it Himself. The cleansing, the purification was accomplished by His work on the cross for you and for me. And today we are accepted in the beloved Savior. He who comes to Christ receives full redemption, and complete forgiveness of sins.

We must end here because our time has come to an end. We suggest that you read all of chapter 1, so that by being familiar with its contents, we can better clarify any doubts that may arise. We remind you that this fifth statement we have just considered is an appeal to you, dear reader, to evaluate your present situation before God. This statement reminds us of the words of John chapter 3, verse 16: "16God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved." Although these words have a very broad, universal scope, we hope that you feel personally alluded to. It is often said today that, as a result of human selfishness, "everyone goes his own way" and, indeed, this is one of the characteristics of a human nature vitiated by evil. Now, in spiritual matters, and for very different reasons, everyone "has to go his own way" in the sense that one must concern oneself with one's personal relationship with God. No one can do it for you, or represent you in such a momentous matter as eternal life and the salvation of the soul. The invitation of the Gospel has been presented through centuries of church history and its echoes have not been silenced by the human turmoil of confusion, the pride of materialism or the voices that strive to prove that God is not a relevant concept today. We invite you, therefore, dear reader, to let yourself be reached by God, to surrender yourself in an attitude of faith and trust, the only response he requires to the surrender of his Son Jesus Christ on the cross. You remember, the motivation, the purpose of God in redemption, so directly expressed in the words of the Evangelist John: "that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
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In the previous chapter we said that we were shown the superiority of the Son in seven important statements, which we find beginning in verse 2 of this first chapter. Before we begin today with statement number 6, we will summarize some of the previous ones, specifically starting with the third one, that is, verse 3. That radiance means brightness, a brightness that emits radiance. The sun out there in space, gives us a good illustration of this brightness. We could never appreciate the glory of the sun by looking directly at it; if we tried, the light would blind us. But from the sun's rays we receive light and we receive warmth, and in fact, even positive effects for our health. And in a similar way, just as the rays of the sun with their heat and light tell us about the physical sun, so the Lord Jesus reveals God to us today. Then a fourth statement is presented to us. Let us notice what is said concerning Him. "And who upholdeth all things by the Word of His power." That little child Jesus, lying in Mary's womb in Bethlehem, could have ordained with a word that this universe should exist. He maintains all the elements by His powerful word. Not only did He create all things by His Word, but He holds all things together. Let us now look at the fifth statement mentioned here. Listen to this: "Having by Himself purged our sins". The Lord Jesus Christ provided the cleansing, the purification of our sins. He forgave our sins. He purified our sins. He went through the penalty for sin for you and for me, my listening friend. He has paid that penalty by suffering it Himself. The cleansing, the purification was accomplished by His work on the cross for you and for me. And today we are accepted in the beloved Savior. He who comes to Christ receives full redemption, and complete forgiveness of sins.

And now we continue our study as we come to statement number six, the divine provision for the present, that He "sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high". This is really the message of the epistle to the Hebrews. In the first place let us say that He received a glory and a majesty when He returned to His Father's throne, which He had never had before. That is, there is something in heaven today that there was not 2,500 years ago, or in eternity past, for in glory now stands the Man with His hands and feet pierced by nails, and with the wound of a spear in His side. Even in a glorified body those signs can be seen, and when we see them, we will recognize Him by those very marks on His body. He was God 2,500 years ago, but today, He is God the Man.

And when it says here in verse 3 that He "sat down", this detail does not indicate that He was resting because of weariness, or that He was doing nothing. It means that when He finished with our redemption, He "sat down" because the work of redemption was already complete. This was exactly what the seventh day in creation meant. We are told that God rested on the seventh day. Why? Was He tired? As the preacher John Wesley said, when He created the universe, He did not even labor to do so. He rested because He had completed the work; He didn't need to do anything more.

It is not the same with us. Not a day goes by when, at the conclusion of our tasks, we go home with the satisfaction of having finished all our work. There is always something incomplete, which is reflected in the appearance of our desk, full of unfinished business. Our work is never complete. But, in contrast, Christ sat down because His work of redemption was complete. And, you cannot lift even a finger to add to the redemption He accomplished for you on the cross, He has already completed His redemption, our redemption and we are complete in Christ. The apostle Paul said in his epistle to the Colossians, chapter 2, and verses 9 and 10: "For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and power." We have been made complete in Him, and have been accepted in His beloved Son.

The present ministry of Christ is another aspect of this matter. We believe that this idea was present in the mind of the writer who said, "There is a man in glory but the Church has lost sight of him." And we are of the opinion that what he was thinking in saying these words was related to the present ministry of Christ. His present ministry may be expressed as follows: He died here on earth to save us; He lives there on the throne to keep us saved. He has a ministry of intercession today, a pastoral ministry, a ministry to discipline His own. Although He is right now at the right hand of God, He is vitally interested in those who belong to Him, and He is at our disposal, He is ready to help us.

What do you need today, friend listener? Do you need mercy? Do you need help? Do you need wisdom? Whatever you need, why don't you go to Christ to present your case? If you ask Him to intervene on your behalf, He will do it according to His will, not yours. Prayer is not to persuade God to do something He did not intend to do; prayer is to bring us into agreement with God's program. And Christ is at the right hand of the Father, always living to intercede for us. And so, we can obtain mercy and find grace to help us in time of need. This is the actual ministry of Christ, and it makes these verses from the letter to the Hebrews a real experience for you and me. No founder of any other religion can help you. Christ can, because He lives, Our great High Priest is alive today.

This is the great message of the epistle to the Hebrews. When Christ Jesus "sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high". And He, He took with Him a glory that even God had not, and that was that body in which He had accomplished your redemption and mine here on this earth. He gave Himself, He shed His precious blood that you and I might have life.

Well, we come now to the seventh statement that was made concerning Jesus Christ. Let's read verse 4, of this chapter 1, of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in which we see that:

Christ is superior to the angels

"Made so much better than the angels in that he inherited a more excellent name than they."

Christ is better than the angels. Now, angels have occupied a very prominent place in their ministry to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament. We were actually told that the law was given through angels (Psalm 68:17, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19). The cherubim were woven into the veil or curtain of the tabernacle, and were also made of gold for the lid of the ark or mercy seat. We have read that the prophet Isaiah had a vision of the seraphim. And in the book of Revelation, we find that after the church is removed, an angelic ministry of judgment will take place.

Now, we must clarify that we believe that the ministry of angels is not connected with the Church. Some today believe they have a guardian angel. But where have they heard this idea? If you are, then in you dwells the Holy Spirit of God, who is the third person of the Godhead. What could a guardian angel do for you that the Spirit could not do? It seems to us that the ministry of angels is not related to the church at all.

The idea of an active ministry of angels came into the church because some of its members, who were great artists, liked to paint angels. We doubt that some of them had seen angels, but they drew them anyway. If you visit the Sistine Chapel in Rome and look up at the ceiling, you will have the impression that angels are hovering above you. They appear there in connection with all the drawings. Michelangelo liked to paint angels. But what is a work of art does not teach us that they are related to our life today. Dear reader, we have a Savior who lives, so let us not think of angels, because we do not have to approach God through them. We have the Holy Spirit, and we have Christ, our great intercessor. So let us not give the angels a place that does not belong to them and let us concentrate on the person of Christ, who is superior to the angels.

The phrase in verse 4 says, "made so much higher than the angels". The word "angel" simply means "messenger" and has no other meaning than this. Angels worship the Lord Jesus. They are created creatures, so Christ is far better than the angels, and these statements have been made for us definitively and dogmatically here in the letter to the Hebrews. Many believe that in the Old Testament the Lord Jesus Christ is mentioned as "the angel of the Lord." But in the New Testament He became a man, thus assuming a human form. He no longer appeared as the Angel of the Lord, He was a man, Christ Jesus. He is today the Son of Man. This is the emphasis of this epistle to the Hebrews.

Beginning with Hebrews 1:5, there are a number of quotations from the Old Testament; actually, there are seven quotations and six of them are from the book of Psalms. The Psalms have more to say about Christ than about other people. It was the temple hymnal, but the theme revolves around Him; they are a song of praise to Him. We have a fuller picture of Christ in the Psalms than we have in the Gospels. These quotations from the book of Hebrews are very important. The writer to the Hebrews quoted from the Old Testament to reinforce his argument, which was the superiority of the Son over the angels. Let us continue reading verse 5 of this first chapter of Hebrews:

"To which of the angels said God at any time, Thou art my Son, I have begotten thee this day; or, I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me?"

This phrase "My Son art thou, this day have I begotten thee" is a quote from Psalm 2:7. Acts 13 has recorded Paul's great sermon at Pisidian Antioch, in which he quoted Psalm 2:7. Paul said that he was not referring to Bethlehem, but to the Resurrection of Christ, when He returned from the dead. Therefore, Christ was the only one who could die for the sins of the world. Dear reader, no angel could save us. Only Christ could become a man and pay the price, the penalty, which was death. Let us remember the phrase "The wages of sin is death". Christ Jesus had to shed His blood, because without the shedding of blood there was no forgiveness of sins. In that way He accomplished redemption for you and me. Then Christ was made to come back from the dead. Why? Because He is the Son. He received life and came out of the realm of death.

We now have the phrase "I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me" is a quote from 2 Samuel. This was God's promise to David when he made a covenant with him. It says 2 Samuel 7:12-14, "12And when your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up after you one of your seed, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me." Now, there are those who say that this character in David's line of descent was only Solomon. Well, Hebrews 1:5 made it very clear that when God made that promise to David he was referring to the Lord Jesus Christ. We have found arguments for and against this statement, but the arguments are useless when we have clear confirmation from the Bible that this statement refers to Christ. He alone fulfilled it. And verse 6 of this first chapter of Hebrews says:

"And again, when He ushers in the Firstborn into the world, He says, Let all the angels of God worship Him."

This verse is a quote from Psalm 97:7 and Deuteronomy 32:43 in the Septuagint version (or Greek version of the Old Testament) although not in the Old Testament Hebrew. God's angels are wonderful, but they are inferior to the Son. They are His angels, His servants, and His worshipers. They worship Him. It is not Christ who worships them. Let us continue reading verse 7 of this first chapter of Hebrews.

"And indeed, speaking of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire."

Here we have a quotation from Psalm 104:4. As we have just said, the angels belong to the Lord and are His servants and worshippers. This is a very important detail. The writer to the Hebrews, which we believe was Paul, was showing his readers that Christ was superior to the angels, and he was using the Old Testament Scriptures to prove it. Can you see how absolutely important the first two chapters of Hebrews are? They lay the foundation for the rest of the book which deals with the actual ministry of Christ on behalf of believers, Ah, if only we were aware of the fact that there is a living Christ at the right hand of God at this very moment! He is more real than we are, for when you hear our words recorded in this program, who knows where we will find ourselves! We don't know what each new day will bring. But Christ is going to be there in heaven at the right hand of God for you and me. Today He is the real and living Christ.

It is easy to understand that angels were very important to the Hebrews because most of them were familiar with the Old Testament. They imagined angels beside the very throne of God. They had read about the appearance of angels to many of God's servants and to many of the prophets. Therefore, angels were of great importance to them.

Now, human beings never become angels. God has made this universe so that there are visible and invisible things. In Colossians 1:16 we read He created visible and invisible things. For example, you cannot see an atom, but it is material and becomes energy. God created intelligences superior to man. You and I live in a universe of which the Lord said, in John 14:2, "In my Father's house are many mansions". Created intelligences live in those dwellings, and God has created far more in this universe than you and I could ever dream of today. Man does not come from animals. There is a material world. There is an animal world. There are creatures that are inferior to man, and creatures that are superior to man. We do not come from animals, and we will never become angels.

The word "angel" (Greek aggelos) means messenger and can be applied to a human or divine messenger. There is an order of creatures that is supernatural, and we see it in the Bible. We think it would be surprising if we had an idea of the number of angels existing in the universe. They are called "the heavenly host" and this indicates that there are very many. Their number is apparently not diminished or increased in any way, but we have no idea how many angels there are. They have an important part in God's plan, but, in any case, Christ is superior to the angels.
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We return today to the book of Hebrews here in the first chapter, verse 8. We find ourselves in a section entitled "Christ is superior to the angels". By way of introduction, let us remember what we commented on in the previous chapter when we read verse 7. This is a very important detail. The writer to the Hebrews, which we believe was Paul, was showing his readers that Christ was superior to the angels, and he was using the Old Testament Scriptures to prove it. Can you see how absolutely important the first two chapters of Hebrews are? They lay the foundation for the rest of the book which deals with the actual ministry of Christ on behalf of believers, Ah, if only we were aware of the fact that there is a living Christ at the right hand of God at this very moment! He is more real than we are, for when you hear our words recorded in this program, who knows where we will find ourselves! We don't know what each new day will bring. But Christ is going to be there in heaven at the right hand of God for you and me. Today He is the real and living Christ.

It is easy to understand that angels were very important to the Hebrews because most of them were familiar with the Old Testament. They imagined angels beside the very throne of God. They had read about the appearance of angels to many of God's servants and
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