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Do you like to talk? Why do we do it?

Talking is one of the best things we all do. 

Chatting with friends, sharing problems, 

remembering fun times, telling jokes and 

stories – talking is important. But what 

actually is ‘talk’?

let’s talk

Talk is a mix of speaking 

and listening. Talk is an 

instant way to communicate with 

other people every day. Your talk skills are 

important to you because they affect how you 

make friends, get on with family, learn and get things 

done. We all learn to talk by talking! And in the same way 

that you can get better at football, swimming, thinking, 

drawing, writing or maths by learning and practising new 

skills, you can practise talk skills too.

Are talk skills important? 

Everyone needs to be good at oracy. 

Oracy is another word for your talk 

skills. Oracy skills help us to make 

friends and get on with people. 

Oracy skills help us to do well in 

school and make sense of things. 

Good speaking and listening skills 

help us to think clearly, too. 








5

Get the tools 

It’s good to have a ‘talk toolkit’. Imagine you were going 

to plant some seeds. To do this, you will need the right 

gardening toolkit to get the job done. 

If you were thinking of arranging to meet your friends, 

you would need your talk skills to get things sorted out. 

Cinema? When? Where? Who? Agree? Disagree?   

Let’s decide. 

Yes we can! 2 pm, Tuesday, 

Bus Stop- please bring £10

Your toolkit

Everyone has an oracy toolkit, a set of talk skills 

made up of all the words they know, and all the 

ways they know how to use them. We learn these 

oracy skills by using them with each other all the 

time. Your oracy toolkit includes the skills to:

Listen well. Ask questions. Share 

ideas. Make suggestions. Work 

well with other people to get 

things done. Say what you 

think. Compromise. Decide. 
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give 

instructions

discuss

speak

give a 

presentation

listen

tell stories

answer

tell a joke

have a 

conversation

describe

negotiate

ask a 

question

compromise

give 

information

explain

sorts of talk

Talk is for communication. You can make 

connections with your friends, family, 

teachers and neighbours by using talk skills. 

We talk so that we can understand each 

other and to get things done together. Just 

like there are lots of sorts of books, and 

many different ways to write, so there are 

lots of sorts of talk. 

Talk can mean 

that you –

... and many more.
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We learn how to talk, our oracy skills, from the people around us. Every 

time you talk to people, or listen, you use oracy skills. Oracy is like a 

cupboard full of different skills – you can pull out what you need to use. 

On the shelves are some important ways we get things done with talk:

Which of your oracy skills have you used today?

Questions: Why? Why not? 

How? What do you think?

Answering: I can explain … 

I think …  My idea is …

Taking turns: talk, listen, think, 

talk, listen, think, talk, listen …

Sharing ideas: I think, I say,      

I believe, my opinion is

Discussion:  We shared ideas.  We listened. 

We thought about reasons for things.

        

Describing or explaining: 

This is what I can tell you …
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