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 Make use of your fabric stash

Anyone who enjoys sewing their own clothing and décor
items, is an avid quilter, or is involved in various crafting
hobbies, will automatically accumulate a large fabric stash. Your
fabric stash could eventually become a storage problem, if you
don’t start a few new projects to utilize some of the stash.

Digging in your fabric stash to see what you can make
from various off-cuts of fabric can be fun. A great way of using up
the small pieces of fabric is patchwork. There are numerous items
that can be made to use around the home and for gifting.

Crazy patchwork is fun and easy to do as there is no
major measuring to be done and colors and fabrics can be mixed to
suit your taste. Small pieces of fabric can all be incorporated in
the patchwork.
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Patchwork is joining small pieces of fabric together
to form a large piece of material from which you can make a useful
item.
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If your stash is stored in boxes or bags, take one
container at a time and begin to sort through the contents.

Sort various types and sizes of fabric together, for
example all the small pieces of fabric that will be ideal for
patchwork put one side. Put all the cotton pieces together, wool
fabric, synthetic and so on.

Keep all narrow lengths of fabric to one side as they
will come in handy later on to be used as handles for shopping bags
and purses.

Sort fabrics by color so that you can see at a glance
what is available when you start cutting out your patches.

The type and colors of your fabric piles will get
your imagination going, for example an array of colorful cottons
might look good if made up into items to be used in the kitchen,
like oven gloves, place mats or tray cloths. Dark colors will set
you thinking about shopping bags or bags in which to keep
shoes.

Shopping Bags
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Stronger fabrics, like remnants of curtaining and
upholstery fabrics are ideal for making shopping bags. Cottons can
also be used for bags to be used for holding lightweight items like
knitting and other craft requirements or for stashing away small
items.
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Use your stash of sturdy cotton fabric to make useful
shopping bags. These bags are not only handy for shopping, but can
be used for extra storage space in the home.

Both sides of the bag do not have to be made from the
same fabric, if you don’t have enough larger pieces in your stash.
I have made my bags with two different patterned fabrics
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Front side of bag
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Back side of bag

Hang the bags on hooks in your utility room or the
children’s bedroom. Fabric bags make excellent containers for
children’s sox scarves, gloves, caps, small toys and even sports
equipment.
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There is no need for embellishments on patchwork bags
as they are colorful and eye-catching.

The size of the bag depends entirely on what you want
to use it for.

Patchwork bags
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The bags illustrated above are16 inches x 13 inches
(42 cm x 34 cm)

Handles 23 inches x 3 ¼ inches (60 cm x 8 cm)
long

These measurements can be adjusted according to the
size you want.

Materials

You will require a small stash of lightweight fabrics
in the colors of your choice for the smaller bags and stronger
fabrics for the larger bags.

A length of fabric 15 ½ inches x 2 ½ inches – cuff
for bag

Sewing thread – it’s difficult to keep changing
cotton, so preferably use a neutral color which will blend in with
most of the colors of fabric you will be using.

2 pieces of fabric the size of the bag for lining –
if you don’t have a piece large enough in your fabric stash to make
the lining, then use two different colors, it will not detract from
the overall appearance of the bag as it is inside and will not be
seen.

2 pieces of light weight batting or stiffening the
same size as the bag for the lightweight fabric bags

To Make

Make a few strips of patchwork that can be joined
together either lengthwise or widthwise, which ever you prefer, to
makeup the size of the bag. Fit different shapes of fabric together
to form a pattern, you do not have to stick to squares. Crazy
patchwork allows for designs that are not symmetrical.
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Repeat for the back of the bag. The two sides do not
have to be identical – I find this to be a great attraction of
patchwork bags. Each one you make is attractive and unique.
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A good way to get started with your first strip of
patchwork, is to cut a piece of fabric in either a square or
oblong

Cut 2 strips of a contrasting color fabric the length
of the oblong or square and attach to the top of block

Cut 2 strips of the same fabric or use a third color
for the width of the block

You now have a square or oblong “framed” with a
contrasting color fabric
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Now you can start joining pieces of fabric to the
sides of this block until it reaches the correct width of your
bag.
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Another way is to join strips of fabric the same
length but different widths together to form a strip.
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Let your imagination go and join the blocks as you go
along. The various sizes of the blocks and colors of the fabric
form a unique pattern
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Make a couple of strips in this fashion until you
have enough to complete the width or length of the bag.

Repeat for both sides of bag

Place a piece of batting at the back of the front
piece of the bag and baste around the edges

Lengthen the stitch on your sewing machine

Quilt by sewing around large motifs or mark a design
with a fabric marker on the fabric and stitch on lines. Diamond
shapes or straight lines across the width of the fabric look good
and keep the
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