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I dedicate this book to my nine granddaughters—Mckenzie, Kassidee, Micah, Hannah, Victoria, Olivia, Elliana, Caroline, and Madison. May you all be surrounded by the Lord’s goodness, mercy, and supernatural favor, and may your character reflect the qualities of a Godly woman, for your lives are destined for greatness!
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Chapter 1

The Heart of the Matter
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For no other foundation can anyone lay
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:11

Several years ago I wrote a book entitled Ruth: The Romance of Redemption, in which I confessed my apprehension about studying and teaching the Word of God.

For years the Word of God intimidated me. I was afraid to open its pages for fear I would not understand its message. As a pastor’s wife I knew I would be expected to interpret the words of this sacred Book to others, and the weight of this mandate was too heavy to carry. I was overwhelmed. What if I made a mistake? What if I led people astray? It was a risk I could not take. So I did nothing.

Slowly, at the prodding of my ever-thoughtful husband, I began to examine the Word for answers to my questions. I searched its infinite wisdom for direction. I combed its pages for comfort, and as time passed, the Word became a great and inseparable friend.

The first books of the Bible I studied were Ruth and Esther. I chose them for two reasons: First, they were short, and I felt secure in that. Second, they were about women. At the time, this question amazed me: Why would the God who created the universe and formed man with His own hands dedicate entire books of His consecrated Word to women?

I have now been a pastor’s wife for forty years, and what an insightful journey it has been! I’ve realized Scripture’s high regard for women and appreciated the important roles and assignments with which God has entrusted us. Yet no matter how often I open the pages of the Bible, my prayer is still the same: “Teach me, Father, to hear from Your precious Word. Be patient with me, for I know so little. Show me what You would have me learn from Your sacred Scripture.”1

The Lord has been ever faithful. He has always heard my prayer and He has always answered. I have led numerous Bible studies in the past several years, and now, at the encouragement of our son, Pastor Matthew, I will share some of the biblical truths that have encouraged me and the women at Cornerstone Church.

ABOUT THIS STUDY

One of the great advantages of living with a pastor is the personal license to ask for his insights when studying Scripture. Pastor Hagee has always said that before one can fully understand the Bible, the following questions, known as the six Ws, must be answered:

•  When was the book written?

•  To whom was it written?

•  Why was it written?

•  What was the theme of the writing?

•  Where did the narrative take place?

•  Who are the major players in the story?

What I have learned from this practice is that context and application are imperative to understanding God’s message to His people through His Word.

Another advantage to being a pastor’s wife is getting to know the extraordinary people who cross our path. Many days I have sat as a silent witness, listening to distinguished men of God discuss Scripture. I remember one particular conversation that my husband had with Derek Prince, his beloved mentor and a celebrated Bible scholar. Their discussion was focused on God’s purpose for Scripture. This exchange can best be summarized in Derek’s book Foundational Truths for Christian Living, where he described the basic themes of the Bible.

The Old Testament chronicles creation. It reveals God’s character and His dealings with individuals and with nations. It records the fall of man and those consequences, the history of the descendants of Adam and Eve, and the details of God’s dealings with Abraham and his lineage. Included in this revelation are God’s laws, His justice, His judgments, His mercy, and His faithfulness to keep the covenants and promises He made, whether with individuals or with nations—especially when dealing with Israel. One such promise to Israel was that God would send a Redeemer that would deliver them from the sin of disobedience and restore them to His grace, mercy, and favor eternally. The New Testament documents the fulfillment of this promise in the Person of Jesus, the Christ whose title is derived from a Greek word, Christos, which means “Messiah” or “Anointed One” in Hebrew. Jesus satisfied everything that the Old Testament foretold about His coming. Ultimately, “the Old Testament and the New Testament are linked together to form a single, harmonious revelation of God and His purposes for man.”2

With this insightful synopsis of Scripture as our foundation, we can now begin our Bible study series. These studies are compiled from the teachings that are presented in the Cornerstone Church Naomi-Ruth Discipleship Class.

FOURFOLD PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is fourfold. It is intended to:

1.  Help lay a foundation of Bible knowledge;

2.  Offer the opportunity to search the Word for answers to everyday life;

3.  Provide insight into the meaning of the Scriptures; and

4.  Equip the reader to live the victorious, committed life of a believer.

The New King James Version of the Bible is referenced in this study unless otherwise noted. I will use the full name of the book in Scripture, followed by the chapter and verse—for example, Deuteronomy 12:1–14 refers to the book of Deuteronomy, chapter 12, verses 1 through 14.

Our study begins with a biblical backdrop. This historical overview answers the six Ws just mentioned, which will assist us in understanding the setting of the story and the facts about the central characters. Once the backdrop is set, the lessons will encompass six main sections:

•  The first is “Scriptural Foundations,” which identifies and expounds on the specific verses selected for study.

•  The next section is “Life Application,” which gives you the opportunity for interactive participation.

•  The third section features “Life Stories.” These personal testimonies are chosen to help you relate to the themes of the lesson.

•  The fourth section is entitled “Spiritual Checklist.” This is a vital portion of our study. Pastor Hagee teaches that “God cannot change what we will not confront.” It is meant to provide a private time of self-examination—a moment of intimate interaction between you and the Holy Spirit. This time of personal reflection will help confirm you are on the right path to your divine destiny.

•  The fifth section is titled “Step of Faith.” When Jesus Christ performed miracles, He required the recipients to take a step of faith. My prayer is that each study will move you to take positive action that will bring the change you may need in your life. Remember this truth: the most important step of faith is the first step.

•  The final section is titled “Proclamation.” A scriptural proclamation announces in an official manner what the Word of God declares. We must take ownership of the Lord’s written promises; we should verbalize them and release His power over our lives.


The most important step of faith is the first step.



In order for this Bible study to be effective, it is vitally important to do the following:

1.  Begin each lesson with prayer.

2.  Set aside a specific time to be with the Lord. Time is among your most precious possessions. Give Him a portion of it, and He will reward you.

3.  Your Bible will be your loyal companion—don’t hesitate to write in the margins of its pages. I find that including the date in my notes often helps me better reflect on my journey with the Lord.

4.  Carefully read all scriptural references provided. To fully understand their meaning may require reading them more than once, and possibly in different versions of the Bible.

5.  Read each question thoroughly. When you’re offering a scriptural answer, make sure you include the Bible reference (the book, chapter, and verse) in the space provided. This will not only help you refer to it later but allow you to adequately support your position when communicating it to others. Feel free to use the “Journal Notes” section provided in the back of this study if you need more space.

6.  Answer the “Scriptural Checklist” questions truthfully. You will find it liberating to honestly journal your innermost feelings. This is part of your intimate time with God.

7.  Make sure that whatever you list in the “Step of Faith” is personally achievable. Be realistic, and know that the Lord is your Champion—He wants you to succeed!


Chapter 2

Biblical Backdrop
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Show me Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths.
Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
for You are the God of my salvation;
on You I wait all the day.

PSALM 25:4-5

We begin our study by providing answers to the six Ws in the story of Hannah, which was authored by her son, Samuel the prophet, as recorded in 1 Samuel.

When was 1 Samuel written?

Originally, 1 and 2 Samuel were one manuscript. They remained this way until the fourteenth century.1 In the Hebrew writings, 1 Samuel immediately followed the book of Judges.2 It is important to note that the last verse in Judges describes the condition of the times: “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). “Those days” refers to the time in history when Israel was far from God.

The book of Judges records a dark era in Israel’s history in which the Israelites were often ruled by their carnal nature rather than the law of God. As a direct result of their disobedience, they suffered hostile oppression. The Lord was Israel’s King, and He ever mercifully sent judges—leaders like Deborah, Gideon, and Samuel—to represent Him and to set the Israelites back on the right path. Yet time and again Israel would rebel, and time and again God was faithful to send another deliverer because of His covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Ultimately, the people demanded a mortal king to rule over them like other nations (1 Samuel 8:5). 1 Samuel details the history of Israel from the end of the age of Judges to the death of Saul, Israel’s first appointed king. These two events cover almost 110 years, placing the timeline of the book from about 1120 to 1010 BC.3

To whom was the book of Samuel written?

1 Samuel was written to the Israelites, providing them a historical account of the rise of two kings, Saul and David, during the time of the prophet Samuel.

Why was the story of Hannah written?

Hannah’s story was memorialized to emphasize the power of prayer, faith, and praise. While the people demanded a king, Hannah cried out to God for a son, and it was God’s divine plan to establish the throne of Israel on a woman’s prayer.4

What are the themes of the story?

The major focuses of 1 Samuel are an accounting of the last days of the judges, the history of Samuel’s life, the rise and fall of King Saul, and the ascent of David. In between these storylines are the interlaced themes of obedience, sacrifice, prayer, faith, and praise.

Where did the story of Hannah take place?

Hannah lived in Ramathaim Zophim (1 Samuel 1:1), located in the hill country of Ephraim. The other setting for the story is fourteen miles north, in the city of Shiloh.

Shiloh is derived from the Hebrew word, She-lo, meaning “He Who Is.”5 Joshua established the tabernacle of meeting with its sacred contents (the ark of the covenant) in Shiloh after moving it from Gilgal. The ark of the covenant is a chest containing the two stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments. God commanded Moses to make the ark while the Jews were camped at Sinai (Exodus 25:10–22; 37:1–9). It was constructed and carried by the Israelites in their desert wanderings after the exodus from Egypt. The ark was the most sacred object in the tabernacle of meeting and eventually in Jerusalem until the destruction of the first temple in 586 BC. It was housed and used for religious service in the Holy of Holies—a sacred area that only the High Priest was allowed to enter.

As the only physical manifestation of God on earth, the ark of the covenant was the most important symbol of the Jewish faith. It is significant that Judaism focuses on man’s actions and beliefs while rejecting any physical manifestations of worship. The worship of graven images, exemplified by the construction of the golden calf of Exodus 32, is harshly condemned throughout the Torah. The ark of the covenant is the one exception. The traditions associated with the ark and the severe penalties God assigned to anyone who misused it confirm its significance to the Jewish faith.6

Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of meeting there. (Joshua 18:1)

Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies. (1 Samuel 4:3)

Who are the major characters in the study?

Even though the principal characters in 1 Samuel are Samuel, Saul, and David, we will base our study on those individuals directly involved in Hannah’s life:

•  Elkanah (1 Samuel 1:1)—Hannah’s husband. His name means “God Is Owner.”7 He was the nineteenth direct descendant from the patriarch Jacob through the tribe of Levi (1 Chronicles 6:22–33), and he was a prophet in Israel.

•  Peninnah (1 Samuel 1:1)—Elkanah’s second wife. Her name means “Red Pearl.”8 Known as Hannah’s adversary, Peninnah had the blessing of many children but the sorrow of being loved less by her husband.

•  Hophni and Phinehas (1 Samuel 1:3)—The sons of Eli, the High Priest. Hophni means “Pugilist” (combatant or rebel); Phinehas means “Serpent’s Mouth.”9 Though Eli’s sons were priests in the tabernacle, they were immoral men who did not honor the Lord or His law (1 Samuel 2:12).

•  Eli (1 Samuel 1:9)—High Priest and judge of Israel. His name means “My God.”10 He was the only man in the early days of Israel’s history to hold these two offices.

Shiloh was the center of religious life for the people of Israel, and it was where the tabernacle of meeting stood. Eli was the High Priest of Shiloh and the fourth in line of the unbroken chain of Oral Law, beginning with Moses and continuing through Joshua and Phinehas. It is not clear why Eli succeeded in the office of
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