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THE HODGEHEG

Dick King-Smith served in the Grenadier Guards during the Second World War, and afterwards spent twenty years as a farmer in Gloucestershire, the county of his birth. Many of his stories are inspired by his farming experiences. He wrote a great number of children’s books, including The Sheep-Pig (winner of the Guardian Award and filmed as Babe), Harry’s Mad, The Hodgeheg, Martin’s Mice, The Invisible Dog, The Queen’s Nose and The Crowstarver. At the British Book Awards in 1991 he was voted Children’s Author of the Year. In 2009 he was made OBE for services to children’s literature. Dick King-Smith died in 2011 at the age of eighty-eight.

2022 is the centenary of Dick King-Smith’s birth. To celebrate his life and work, many of his titles are being republished, as well as a newly discovered book, Ambrose Follows His Nose, which was unfinished by Dick and has been completed by his great-granddaughter.

Find out more about Dick, his books and his fascinating life at:

www.dickkingsmith.com
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CHAPTER ONE
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‘Your Auntie Betty has copped it,’ said Pa Hedgehog to Ma.

‘Oh, no!’ cried Ma. ‘Where?’

‘Just down the road. Opposite the newsagent’s. Bad place to cross, that.’

‘Everywhere’s a bad place to cross nowadays,’ said Ma. ‘The traffic’s dreadful. Do you realize, Pa, that’s the third this  year, and all on my side of the family too. First there was Grandfather, then my second cousin once removed, and now poor old Auntie Betty …’

They were sitting in a flowerbed at their home, the garden of Number 5A of a row of semi-detached houses in a suburban street. On the other side of the road was a Park, very popular with local hedgehogs on account of the good hunting it offered. As well as worms and slugs and snails, which they could find in their own gardens, there were special attractions in the Park. Mice lived under the Bandstand, feasting on the crumbs dropped from listeners’ sandwiches; frogs dwelt in the Lily Pond, and in the Ornamental Gardens grass snakes slithered through the shrubbery. All these creatures were regarded as great delicacies by the hedgehogs, and they could never resist the occasional night’s sport in the Park. But to reach it, they had to cross the busy road.
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‘Poor old Auntie Betty,’ said Ma again. ‘It’s a hard life and that’s flat.’

‘It’s a hard death,’ said Pa sourly. ‘And that’s flat too – talk about squashed, the poor old girl was …’
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© Fox Busters Ltd

FULL NAME: Ronald Gordon King-Smith (but always known as Dick)

BIRTHDAY: 27 March 1922

PLACE OF BIRTH: Bitton in Gloucestershire

ZODIAC SIGN: Aries

EYE COLOUR: Bottom of the duck pond!	

HAIR COLOUR: Grey-white or white-grey

SCHOOLS: Beaudesert Park and Marlborough College

JOBS: Soldier, farmer, travelling salesman, shoe factory operative, teacher, TV presenter, author

LIKES: All animals (especially pigs), children, the countryside

DISLIKES: Flying, pineapples, nuts, turnips and towns

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY PLACE: Tenby in Wales

FAVOURITE PASTIME: Solving cryptic crosswords




Author Q & A

After he became a children’s book author, Dick King-Smith received hundreds and thousands of letters from his fans asking all about his stories. He always tried to answer their questions – here are a few of the most popular ones.

What was the first book you ever wrote?

The Fox Busters, published in 1978. I’d never tried to write a book for children before. I was too busy – first as a soldier, then as a farmer and lastly as a teacher in a village primary school.

How many books have you written?

Over 130.

Why do you often write about animals?

I like them. I’ve always kept lots. I know a bit about them and it’s fun putting words in their mouths.

Which is your favourite book?

Probably The Sheep-Pig (even before the success of the film Babe).

How do you get your ideas?

By thinking (and imagining) a great deal. Writing isn’t easy. Ideas don’t just drop out of the sky, but I love doing it.

[image: Dick King-Smith once said, ‘Writing my books is like handing out presents. Giving children pleasure gives you a wonderful sort of Father Christmassy feeling.’]




All About Hodgehegs
(Oops, Hedgehogs!)

Hedgehogs are nocturnal, which means that they sleep during the daytime and come out at night.

They are called ‘hedgehogs’ because they build their nests under hedges and make a snorting sound like a hog!
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Most hedgehogs hibernate in the winter, which means that they stay asleep in their nests until the weather is warmer.

Hedgehogs venture out on their own when they are only four weeks old.
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They use their long snouts to hunt for insects and worms and berries. (Gardeners love hedgehogs because they eat pests such as caterpillars and beetles.)

Hedgehogs can’t digest milk, so rather than leave a saucer of milk out for the hedgehog in your garden, leave a dish of water instead.

Hedgehogs have as many as 7,000 spikes on their back, which they raise when they sense danger approaching. Then they roll themselves up into a spiky ball to protect themselves from predators such as badgers.
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And, just like Max, hedgehogs can cover quite a distance on their little legs, sometimes going as far as one kilometre in an evening.
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Your story starts here …

Do you love books and discovering new
stories?
Then puffin.co.uk is the place for you …

• Thrilling adventures, fantastic fiction and laugh-out-loud fun

• Brilliant videos featuring your favourite authors and characters

• Exciting competitions, news, activities, the Puffin blog and SO MUCH
more …

puffin.co.uk






It all started with a scarecrow …
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Puffin is over seventy years old. Sounds
ancient, doesn’t it? But Puffin has never been so lively. We’re always
on the lookout for the next big idea, which is how it began all those years
ago.
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Penguin Books was a big idea from the mind of a man called
Allen Lane, who in 1935 invented the quality paperback and changed the world.
And from great Penguins, great Puffins grew, changing the face of
children’s books forever.
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The first four Puffin Picture Books were hatched in 1940
and the first Puffin story book featured a man with broomstick arms called Worzel
Gummidge. In 1967 Kaye Webb, Puffin Editor, started the Puffin Club, promising to
‘make children into readers’. She kept that promise
and over 200,000 children became devoted Puffineers through their quarterly
instalments of Puffin Post.
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Many years from now, we hope you’ll look back and
remember Puffin with a smile. No matter what your age or what you’re
into, there’s a Puffin for everyone. The possibilities are
endless, but one thing is for sure: whether it’s a picture book or a
paperback, a sticker book or a hardback, if it’s got that little
Puffin on it – it’s bound to be good.
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www.puffin.co.uk






PUFFIN BOOKS

UK | USA | Canada | Ireland | Australia

India | New Zealand | South Africa

Puffin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies whose addresses can be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com.

www.penguin.co.uk

www.puffin.co.uk

www.ladybird.co.uk
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First published by Hamish Hamilton 1987

Published in Puffin Books 1989

Published with new illustrations 2003

This edition published 2017

Reissued in this edition 2022

Text copyright © Fox Busters Ltd, 1987

Illustrations copyright © Ann Kronheimer, 2003

Endnotes copyright © Penguin Books Ltd and Fox Busters Ltd, 2022

The moral right of the author and illustrator has been asserted
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‘Whoever heard of a cat
that didn’t like micel’

s

Dick King-Smith

The master of animal adventures

Martin the kitten doesn’t like eating
mice. When he catches one by mistake
he decides to keep it as a pet. Then
Drusilla’s babies start to arrive. How
will Martin cope?
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‘Listen.
“Great Dane puppies for sales.
Blacks, blues, one harlequin.”

The master of animal adventures

Janie isn’t allowed a real dog so
she invents an imaginary one
called Henry. But then, to her great

surprise, the real Henry appears!
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Flightless, helpless and often quite silly,
chickens are no match for the cunning
foxes stalking their coop. Or are they?
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The story of an orphaned
piglet who wants to be the
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