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City of Gold 


Jerusalem, the City of Gold, the heart and soul of the Jewish people, is like no other 

city on earth. She is unique, yet she is like every city: dynamic, creative, crowded, 

cosmopolitan. She is like a crown set in the Judean Hills, a queen of cities, yet her 

enveloping and timeless embrace, the embrace of a mother, has been recognised sine 

ancient times. 

“Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, all you who love her ... for you will 

nurse and be satisfied at her comforting breasts; you will drink deeply and delight in 

her overflowing abundance." (Is. 66:10-11) 

Yet Isaiah, the same prophet who spoke these words, perceived the child within her 

soul: "You (Zion) will drink the milk of nations and be nursed at royal breasts." (Is. 

60:16) 

Jerusalem is eternal: the past, the present and the future reside gently together within 

her bounds. She is as ancient as civilization, yet she has a youthful and vibrant spirit. 

She is the mother of all cities, yet she is still a child. She is as mysterious as Lhasa, 

as appealing as Stratford-on-Avon, and as dynamic as San Francisco. For 

architecture she rivals Brasilia, for history she surpasses even London and for 

spiritual significance she has no peer on earth; neither Rome, nor Kyoto, nor 

Banaras, nor Canterbury. As a place of pilgrimage for many nations even Mecca 

itself is not her equal. Jerusalem is unforgettable, her impact is indelible. No one 

visiting her, leaves untouched. 

"If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill... If I do not consider 

Jerusalem my highest joy.” (Ps. 137:5-6) 

Yet four thousand years ago Jerusalem was not a Jewish city but a Jebusite city 

called Jebus. This was at about the time Melchizedek was a ruler in the area. 

Melchizedek, whose name means `King of Righteousness', received tithes from 

Abraham. He was the ruler of a city called `Salem', which means `Peace'; possibly 

Jeru-Salem herself. 
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For the Jewish 

people the saga of the city began when, on the advice of the prophet Gad, David 

went up and purchased a threshing floor on Mt Moriah from Araunah (or Oman) the 

Jebusite (II Sam. 24:18ff). David built there an altar of the Lord and later set the 

place aside for the construction 

of the first permanent Temple of the Lord, which Solomon, his son, would build (II 

Chron. 3:1). 

Today this city, which David called ‘Mt Zion’ has been described as ‘the heart and 

soul of Israel’. In Scripture the word ‘Zion’ is used in various ways. It can mean not 

only a particular hill in the Land, but the capital city, the whole country, or the people 

themselves. Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, a city of just one million people. It has 

celebrated three thousand years as the spiritual heart of world Jewry. This is why, in 

1996, Jerusalem's Mayor, Teddy Kollek, invited all those who are named David to 

go up to the city, to commemorate this tri-millennial anniversary. 

Later David set aside the threshing floor for the construction of the first 

permanent Temple to the Lord, which his son Solomon built. By far the most 

significant thing about Zion, or Jerusalem, is that it has a special place in the 

affections of the Lord God and in His plans for the future of mankind. Here the 

Messiah chose to spend his last days and to die: here he rose from death and here he 

will establish his kingdom. It is here, as the Scriptures proclaim, that the Holy One 

has chosen to set His Name. 

"May your eyes be open towards this temple night and day, this place of which you 

said, `My name shall be there,' so that you will hear the prayer... the supplication 

of your people Israel...." (1Kings 8:29) 

Since David conquered it and established his capital there, Jerusalem's chequered 

history has flowed with the blood of her citizens many times. How many times she 

has been conquered? An indication can be obtained from this table, which shows 

just some of the major events of Jerusalem's turbulent and bloodstained history: 

DATE EVENT 

B.C./B.C.E. 

997 David conquered Jebus 

922 Solomon built the First Temple 

587 Nebuchadnezzar razed the Temple 

538 Exiles returned from Babylon 

520 Zerubbabel built the Second Temple 

446 Nehemiah rebuilds the walls 

333 Alexander the Great conquered the land 

168 Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the Temple 

165 Maccabees Victory in the Jewish Rebellion 

164 The Temple was cleansed & rededicated 

63 Pompey's army took city 

37 Herod, a Roman puppet, fought for his kingdom 

22 Herod began to recreate or build the Temple 

────────────────────────────────────────── 

Jesus' birth 

───────────────────────────────────────── 

A.D./C.E. 

64 Caligula's image to be put in Temple 

68 Roman army invaded 

70 Rome destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple 

132 Bar-Kokhba’s revolt against Rome 

134 Hadrian's army defeated the Jews 

135 Hadrian’s Colonia Aelia Capitolina built on the site 

324 The Byzantines ruled her from Constantinople 

614 Persian rule, churches destroyed 

640 Mohammedan Arabs took the City 

691 The Dome of the Rock built 

969 Conquest by the Seljuk Turks 

1099 The First Crusade conquered the City 

1187 Saladin defeated the Crusaders 

1200 Egyptian Mamelukes took the City 

1517 Ottoman Turks (Selim) took the City 

1520 Suleiman the Magnificent reigns 

1537 Suleiman rebuilt the City walls 

1917 British took City in World War I 

1947 U.N. vote for a Jewish Homeland 

1948 Nation of Israel proclaimed as Arabs invade 

1956 The Suez Canal Crisis 

1967 The Six-Day War 

1973 The Yom Kippur War 

1982 War in Lebanon 

1987 The First Intifada (Palestinian uprising) (1987-1993) 

1991 The Gulf War - Iraqi Scud Missile attacks (1991-1993) 

1996 Grapes of Wrath War in Lebanon (17 days) 

2000 The Second Intifada (2000-2005) 

This strife-torn chronology serves to show how important Jerusalem's defences have 

been throughout Israel's history. Though they were often futile, on occasions they 

held fast so that the City had to be starved into submission through a protracted siege. 

Today her security is just as important as in ancient times as Jerusalem is 

simultaneously the capital and seat of the Knesset (the Israeli Parliament), the 

religious centre of Judaism, and the emotional heartland of World Jewry. Today 

Israel's defence system takes on a different appearance: tanks, 'planes and Patriots 

have replaced horses, battering rams and stone walls, but the spiritual lessons 

illustrated by her ancient defences remain, as does her God-ordained spiritual 

significance. 
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Stones 


Stones are extremely plentiful in Israel. During the Intifadas, Israelis were kept 

constantly aware of this fact by Palestinian children whose strength and aim 

damaged people, as well as the windows of cars and buses. 

Stone has always played a major role in Israel's everyday life, whether it be for 

millstones, for olive presses, for pavements, for walls and for buildings. A 

regulation, first instituted by the British, requires that all buildings, if not built fully 

of stone, at least must be faced with Jerusalem limestone. It is this beautiful stone 

which gives the city its harmonious appearance and its golden glow in the setting 

sun. 

Virgin stones, uncut, were always required for any altar built unto the Lord from the 

time when Noah built the first recorded altar of offering (see Gen 8:20). 

"If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you 

will defile it if you use a tool on it." (Ex. 20:25). 

When bringing the people back from Egypt, Joshua marked both the occasion and 

the place of the crossing of the Jordan River by building an altar there, at Gilgal. 

Twelve large stones were taken up from the riverbed, one carried on the shoulder of 

a representative of each of the tribes. Thus the first altar to be built in the Land was 

made of twelve large river stones. 

A nine metre by seven metre altar of uncut stone has been discovered at Mount Ebal 

near Shechem. This is believed to be another altar constructed by Joshua, one which 

Moses had previously commanded Joshua to build on Mt. Ebal on the day when the 

covenant was proclaimed and confirmed in the Land. 

"When you have crossed the Jordan, set up these stones on Mt. Ebal, as I command 

you today, and coat them with plaster. Build there an altar to the Lord your God, an 

altar of stones." (Deut. 27:4) 

The last Altar of Sacrifice to be constructed in Israel was made for the cleansing and 

rededication of the Second Temple in 164 B.C.E., two centuries before the final 

destruction of the Temple. The previous altar stones had been desecrated by the 

Syrian despot Antiochus Epiphanes IV who sacrificed a pig on the altar and 

dedicated the Temple to Zeus. The desecrated stones were laid aside in the Temple 

area - until the Messiah should come and explain what should be done with them. 

But meanwhile Jewish outrage motivated widespread support for the revolt led by 

the Maccabee family: Mattathias and his five sons especially Judah, Jonathan and 

Simon. Israel threw off the Syrian yolk and restored Jewish independence, which 

[image: image]lasted for one hundred and one years. The Festival of Hanukkah, which Jesus 

attended, and which is called "the Feast of the 

Dedication" in the New Testament (Jn. 10:22), commemorates this event. It is also 

called the Festival of Lights. 

Stone was also used for more sacred purposes: for example a stone is placed on a 

grave to indicate that
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Plate 1.1. City of Gold featuring the Holy Sepulchre.
Photo: Justin Campbell, 2019.
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Plato 1.2. Orphel-David's City below Herod's Temple.
Model of the 15t century hoto: D. Campbell, 1988.
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Plate 2.1. Stones on Jewish Graves, Mtof Olives. Photo: Ian Finnin, 2018.
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