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Note about the story

Sirfn1 Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1859. He was a doctor and he wrote stories about Sherlock Holmes. Holmes is an intelligent detective. His friend, Dr Watson, helps Holmes with his cases and writes about them. Usually, people with problems come to Holmes in his flat at 221B Baker Street in London.

The Hound of the Baskervilles tells the story of the Baskerville family. The family have a big house on Dartmoor, a large moor in the south-west of England. The moor is an empty, wild place and few people live there. It has hills, rocks and dangerous bogs. In the middle of the moor is the famous Dartmoor Prison. Prisoners sometimes escape from the prison.

The Baskervilles are an old, important and rich family. The oldest man in a family like this has the word Sir before his name – so we have Sir Hugo, Sir Charles and Sir Henry in this story. Sir is also the word servants use to speak to the people that they work for.





Before-reading questions


	1 Look at the cover and the pictures inside the book. 
What animal is important in the story? What do you know about it?


	2 Choose three people from the “People in the story”. How old are they, do you think, and what do they look like?






CHAPTER ONE

Mr Sherlock Holmes

My friend, Sherlock Holmes, does not often get up early because he works late into the night. But I visited him this morning, and he was sitting at the breakfast table.

“We had a visitor yesterday, Watson,” said Holmes, passing me a walking stick. “I didn’t see him because I was out, but he left this stick. What does it tell you?”

I looked at the stick carefully. “Well, Holmes,” I said. “His name is here. It’s Mortimer, and he’s a doctor. He’s not a young man so he needs a stick. The stick was expensive, but he’s used it for many years. I think that he lives in the country – town doctors usually have newer, cleaner sticks.”

“Very good, Watson,” said Holmes, taking the stick from me. “But he’s not an old man – he doesn’t need this stick. He has a dog, and the dog often carries it. Look at the middle of the stick – the dog’s teeth held it there. But there’s someone at the door. Dr Mortimer has come back.”

A tall young man with glasses came into the room with a small dog. His eyes moved to the stick.

“Are you Dr Mortimer?” asked Holmes, passing him the stick.

“Yes. Thank you, Mr Holmes,” the doctor said. “It’s my favourite stick, and I don’t want to lose it. It was a present from some very good friends.”

[image: An illustration of Sherlock Holmes shaking hands with Doctor Mortimer while smoking a pipe with his other hand, in an indoor setting. Both men are clad in formal attire.]
“Now, Dr Mortimer,” said Holmes. “You didn’t just come here for your stick. This is my friend, Dr Watson. How can we help you?”

“I live in Devon, Mr Holmes,” answered Dr Mortimer. “My home is near Baskerville Hall, on Dartmoor, and I was a friend of Sir Charles Baskerville. He lived in Baskerville Hall, but he died three months ago. Before he died, he told me the strange story of the Hound of the Baskervilles.”

“The Hound of the Baskervilles?” said Holmes. “How interesting. Please tell the story to us.”

[image: An illustration of a hound with its head lifted up in a howling posture, with a stately mansion in the background, in a cloudy, night setting.]
“In the year 1742, Sir Hugo Baskerville lived in Baskerville Hall. He was a terrible man. He fell in love with a young woman, but she didn’t love him. One night, Sir Hugo saw the young woman, and chased her into the moor. Some of his friends saw him. They chased him, but he disappeared into the night. After a few minutes they heard a terrible cry, and they found the young woman on the wet ground – she was dead with fright. And near her lay Sir Hugo. An enormous black animal was standing over him. It looked like a huge hound, but it was bigger than any hound on this Earth. The animal was attacking Sir Hugo with its teeth, and soon he was dead, too. The animal ran off. Its mouth was red with Sir Hugo’s blood.”

Dr Mortimer looked at Holmes. “What do you think?” he asked.

“This may be interesting,” said the detective, “but only to lovers of old stories.”

“I can tell you more,” said Dr Mortimer. “For more than a hundred years, people have talked about a strange hound on the moors. It chases and attacks men from the Baskerville family. Two years ago, Sir Charles Baskerville came to live at Baskerville Hall. Sir Hugo’s brother was his grandfather’s grandfather. I was Sir Charles’s friend and his doctor, and I often visited him because he had a weak heart. In the months before he died, he became a very worried man. He knew the story of Sir Hugo, and he was sure that he was in danger, too. He heard loud noises on the moor at night – the howls of a huge hound. Other people heard these howls, too, and they sometimes saw a huge black hound running across the moor. One night, Sir Charles and I were standing outside the Hall. We both saw a large black animal in the hills.”

“I see,” said Holmes. “Can you tell me more about Baskerville Hall and Sir Charles?”

“Baskerville Hall is on the moor,” said Mortimer, “and there aren’t many neighbours. Sir Charles wasn’t married, and he lived with two servants, Mr and Mrs Barrymore. On the evening of his death, he went out for a walk in his garden, but he didn’t come back. Mr Barrymore was worried, and he went outside – and found Sir Charles near a gate between the garden and the moor. Mr Barrymore called me, and I came to Baskerville Hall. Sir Charles was dead. There was no blood on him, and I thought that he died because of his heart problems. His pipe was on the ground near the gate, and between Sir Charles and the gate, I saw footprints.”

“Of a man or a woman?” asked Holmes.

Dr Mortimer looked at us strangely, then his voice went very quiet. “They were the footprints of an enormous hound!” he replied.
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CHAPTER TWO

The Baskerville family

Holmes looked at Dr Mortimer carefully. “Are you sure about the footprints?” he asked.

“Yes,” answered Dr Mortimer. “They were enormous. Farmers use sheepdogs on the moor, but these footprints were much bigger than a sheepdog’s feet.”

“And were they near the body?”

“Yes.”

“And the pipe was next to the gate?” said Holmes.

“Yes. I think that Sir Charles stood by the gate for five minutes to smoke his pipe.”

“I have another question,” said Holmes. “Who will inherit Baskerville Hall?”

[image: A close-up of Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Mortimer interacting in an indoor setting.]
“Sir Henry Baskerville, Sir Charles’s nephew, will inherit the Hall,” answered Mortimer. “Sir Charles was the oldest of three brothers. The second brother died young, but he had a son, Henry. There was a third brother, the youngest, Rodger. He was a wild young man like Sir Hugo, and he didn’t want to stay in England. He wanted to make money, so he went to Central America, but he died there.

“Henry left England, too, and went to live in Canada, but he’s coming back because he inherits everything. He took a ship across the Atlantic, and he arrives in London today. I’m meeting him in an hour. But is he in danger from this hound, Mr Holmes? Is Baskerville Hall a dangerous place for him?”

“I need to think about that,” said Holmes. “Go and meet Sir Henry and take him to a hotel. Come here with him tomorrow morning at ten o’clock. But say nothing to him yet about the
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Footnote

Note about the story

fn1 Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary.
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