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Prologue:

When the ladies started having what the locals believed to be the flu bug, it became a surprise. As pregnancies are found, the experiment unfolds. “Birthing's will have to be announced.” “How will this discovery effect the children of the town?”  “Plans have started to come to light!”

Welcome back to The Key Club.

Where the question “Who's your daddy?” comes with a whole new meaning.

As Dr. Halloway’s waiting room filled with female patients. The flu is making its way through town. But Dale Halloway had other concerns. What if teenagers decide following the key club's steps for procreation. With the town’s population dwindling, Dr. Halloway did some rough computations. Shaking his head, Dale Halloway knew this would need to happen for a minimum of 20 years or more. This would bring up the census numbers. Judge Harold’s plan will be the blueprint for the other towns to do the same.

Making Notes for later charting, nurse Kelly was instructed to do both a blood drawing and a urine analysis. Both are designed to differentiate between pregnancy and illness. As the waiting room clears out, the ladies left with cold meds to start, as the blood work would come back after a few days. Then After the results came back, he would speak with Judge Harold.

Closing the office, Dale felt a cold breeze. “I know dad, you do not approve of my medical practice, but truthfully there seemed to be no other alternative; our town will die. I know you had issues with Judge Harold over Hildi’s illness. But dad, I know you love Hildi also. Your anger about mom’s death, it wasn’t Judge Harold’s fault. You signed her death certificate knowing the truth would destroy her memory in the eyes of our fair town. She was in so much pain; the drink was to ease the pain and float away peacefully. It eats Judge Harold’s soul; he just wanted Hildi to be out of pain. His arrogance will be what either saves or kills this town.”

As Dale locks the office door, he feels a warm breeze flowing through him. “Yes mom, I know dad always loved you. I love you mom, good night.” Walking through the town as the snow glistened against a pitch-black sky. The cold turned the night sky into a vastly lit design of brightly lit stars. Opening the door, Dale immediately started a fire in the living area.

Checking out the furnace, Dale knew it would take at least an hour before the chill came out of the air. Plugging in his heated blanket, heading to the kitchen, Dale warmed up potato soup and a brandy before he retired for the night. Walking through the dining room, he noticed the answering machine light blinking. As Dale listened, the lab had some confusing results with the blood drawings?

Turning off the machine Dale shrugs, “I’ll contact them in the morning.” Blowing on his soup, Dale took a large bite, swallowing the liquid warmed his chest and spread downward from there. 

Enjoying the warmth of the soup, he knew things were about to change for better or worse. Judge Harold’s plan was in full swing. After consuming his bedtime brandy, Dr. Halloway turned in for th3e night.

As the sun began to rise, “Dr. Halloway it’s time to rise and shine sir. Breakfast in 20 minutes, here’s some coffee to start with Sir.” Thinking for a moment Dale asked, “Where’s Millie?”

“Millie Finally had her baby, she had a hard labor, so she will be in the hospital for a little while.” “Why didn’t she ask for me to deliver?” “She felt you had much on your plate.” “Millie is always so thoughtful. You tell her I will still pay her maternity leave. She should not have to worry about money.” As mini-Sue spoke, she showed the reverence & respect once given to his parents. Mini explained, “We know you care about all the towns people.” Dale smiled, saying, “You are my friends as well as my patients or employees. So, you’re apart of me.”

“You need to shake it up, Sir. Also, Nurse Kelly has already called for you.” “They can wait; I’m going to enjoy my beautiful breakfast you’ve made for me.” Taking time to enjoy his meal, thoughts go to how this town can make you feel needed, but alone at the same time. As Doc. Halloway bundled up, turning up his collar, and covering his ears, he trudged through the snow. With fingers crossed, his truck would be ready. “This walking is for the birds.”  The closer Doc. Halloway got to his office, he discovered he wasn’t alone. Both Nurse Kelly and Judge Harold were waiting for him.

"It’s a little early for you isn’t it Judge Harold?” “Well, did you hear from the lab?” “Yes, they left a message saying they had concerning results. I believe the lab opens at 8 a.m. So, I will call them in a few minutes. Nurse Kelly,” “Yes sir?” “Start the coffee. This could be a long day.” After everyone was seated, holding a steaming cup of coffee, he dialed the number for the labs.

Dale Halloway heard the familiar answering service. Once his voice was heard, a familiar voice spoke up. “Hey Dale.” “So, what is concerning you?” “The number of positive pregnancy tests for one, and I question the accuracy. That being said, I do know about The Key Club. So, my question is what happens when there are multiple births but not the same father for both children?” Judge Harold questioned, “So you believe that this could be an issue?” “Yes,” explained Johnny, “I do. Here is the rub, if they have different partners, one of these ladies could carry two babies by two different fathers at the same time.” Scratching his chin, Judge Harold announced, “It should be discussed at the board meeting” “I have verified 3 pregnancies.”

“Will the town still raise those children as a community?” “Just remember that multiple births are possible.” Thinking a moment of Johnny Blackstone’s findings, Judge Harold extends an offer to Johnny to be the official lab Doctor or technician keeping information protected from nosey towns members. “This job comes with a price tag.” “If you are referring to my silence, you have it. I’m certain we’re going to need more staff.” “Check with the local schools, who are doing Nurse training, and a couple of obgyn interns. 

I’m suggesting that because they will get credits for graduation with an internship. There’s nothing better than having hands-on experience. Plus, a paycheck.” “You will have more volunteers than you need!”

“So, how about I put you and Nurse Kelly in charge of procuring more medical staff? You report directly to me and Doc. Halloway.” “That sounds reasonable to me.” Smiled Johnny. Dale Halloway spoke, “I will be the one to notify the mothers of their bundles of joy, no one else. Hypocritic Oath and all.” “Agreed, Doc. So when will you be calling them,” asked Judge Harold. “After I read all of the results, because there will be pelvic exams to ascertain they conceived plus possible due dates.” “So, you won’t tell us,” Questioned Judge Harold. “No, I will contact each woman and schedule them appointments. I’ll arrange the appointments so they’re here at different times. Privacy in this matter is important.” 

As Judge Harold headed to the town hall, there’s almost a skip in his footsteps. Thinking out loud he says, “Hildi, it’s working!”  Duwanna gave her usual greeting. Harold told her, “I need you to set up another board meeting for Wednesday evening and it's mandatory.” “Yes Sir! Is there anything good to report?” “That’s yet to be determined.” Wrinkling up her nose, she knew Judge Harold was hiding information. Duwanna knew if anyone could find out what the Judge was hiding; Lilly would be the one. 
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“Judge Harold, heading out to get your green tea.” “Pick me up a muffin or bagel, I’m starving.” Duwanna headed for the local coffee shop. She put in an order for the judge. “A spinach & tomato omelet with whole wheat toast, light butter, a small juice, and green tea.”

Smiling at Duwanna, Lilly asked, “For our friend Judge Harold?” “Yes, but he is acting like a little kid with a secret. Demanding a mandatory Wednesday night board meeting attendance.” “Interesting,” Lilly smiled, “Who got his shorts in a bunch already this morning?” “I don’t know, but this is not his normal self.” “Ahhh, I understand now,” Lilly knew she would need to physically see him. He couldn’t lie to Lilly.

As Lilly walked back to the beauty salon, she began to plan her evening meal with Harold. Calling Janet, Lilly assumed she could enlighten her. To Lilly’s surprise, it wasn’t Janet who answered the phone. “The home of Judge Harold how may I help you?” “With whom am I speaking?” “Mimi Sue Ma’am. Miss Milly had her baby, so I am her replacement.” “So where is Janet?” “Oh, she is doing the grocery shopping and other errands.” “Ok, please ask her to call Lilly as soon as she returns.” “Yes Ma’am.” Click.

So many questions, thought Lilly. “I guess I will have to use my charms to get the information.” Her voice had a cackle to it as she spoke out loud to herself. There was a twinkle in her eye as she thought; the game is afoot. As Doc Halloway studied the blood cultures of his patients, he began making phone calls. Three pregnancies will be difficult without staff. 

Doc made appointments for a couple of hours between each patient. Leaving enough time between each patient is important. He started with Lisa, the principal’s wife. Her appointment was at 10a.m. then Judith at 1 P.m., and Roz at 4 p.m. With each visit Doc Halloway gave the happy news, or so he thought.

Lisa was excited as she and Lawrence had been trying for a year. So, it will be an August baby. Judith Summers was less than impressed; her career had started to take off, and it would be desk duty again! But she also was due to have hers in the summer. Roz did have a flu bug but was also pregnant and due September 1st. She knew it would be a long, hot summer.

Judith had asked about options. “I will have to mention it to Judge Harold.” Once news of pregnancies was whispered throughout the town Reverend Thomas became angry and disheartened. Why wasn’t he part of planning these births? The auxiliary will have a field day with this news! 

As new of the mandatory board meeting spread through town, members of the auxiliary began whispers of sexually transmitted diseases because of mixing breeding with unapproved people. Bloodlines are to be pure, not mixed, because inferior people will believe they are one of us. That is not acceptable.

This will teach our children that they are equal and that can never be allowed! As Bernadine, Silvia, Lucilla discussed how this could ruin their auxiliary. Silvia announced, “We are the elite in our town! So, this must be stopped.”

Reverend Thomas stood outside the rectory doors listening to the women conspiring to keep the towns lineage pure. “They’re going to need me to help keep the spirituality of our town alive.” Sparks of ideas for sermons ignited his heart and mind. Heading to his office Reverend Thomas began writing about sin, the towns people need to know that there are moral ways of keeping our town alive.

Even though the auxiliary doesn’t approve, the consequences of judging the town’s people could cause bigger problems. As he feverishly wrote his sermon, he felt like he was being watched. Shaking it off Reverend Thomas checked the time. School will be letting out soon and talks about a spring pageant that will start with bake sales to help boost fund raising for the senior trip to Florida.

Spring is always busy for the town, but 1st the Valentines party for the adults with Lilly at the helm. It will be a fun event. As Lilly listens to Janet, she knows exactly how to set up the mood to find out why Harold called a meeting. The word mandatory rang in her ears.

This meal will be gumbo, salad, and thick sliced garlic bread for scooping up the gravy served over rice, and a side of red beans for extra protein. She added a small Brandy, decaf coffee, with custard pie for dessert. Smiling Lilly whispers, “You have to feed all the man’s appetites.” Some things Lilly knew all too well.

In the meantime, Lisa, Judith, and Roz were planning on how to announce this to their prospective families.

As Lawrence came home, Lisa ran to him excitedly as a small child when receiving a small toy. “So, what’s got you all excited?” “It’s finally happened Lawrence, we’re pregnant!”

Somewhere between excited and horrified Lawrence coughed out, “I’m happy too Lisa!” After Lisa headed off to bed Lawrence began to wonder if he was really a daddy. Concerns plagued his dreams. As Lawrence made coffee at 4 a.m. he also wondered who else got the same news.

Roz explained her news to Frank. “Well let’s not tell the kids until we must, just in case there’s a problem. We aren’t young anymore Roz.” “It’s taken years to get rid of my last round of baby fat.”

Judith woke Jack up earlier than normal so she could share her news. As it really started to dawn on Jack he asked, “Did you ask Doc Halloway about options?” “Yes, it wasn’t received well.” “Well Jude, in for a penny,” “I know in for a pound.” “What about telling the kids?” Judith exclaimed, “Not yet!”

As Lilly predicted, Harold told all. “So, the board meeting is to announce it?” “We have those nosey auxiliary broads; they will cause problems.” “I also think there will be dissention in the ranks.” “Jealousy? Or why me?” “Exactly Lilly!” “I will be there with bells on Harold. You know I will always support your decisions.” 

“I need to open the school early, a little tutoring on color and tint class.” Truth be told, a student took on a client outside of class and now Lilly must fix the mess! Before the arrival of the outside client, Lilly took her student to task.

“If you wanted to take a client, it should have been done here under my supervision! So, as a lesson, you will clean every station. Top to bottom at the end of class for the next two weeks. Our cleaning service will get to have a two-week
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