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    This collection brings together a substantial body of public addresses, proclamations, letters, orders, and political statements associated with Napoleon Bonaparte, arranged across the principal phases of his career. Beginning with the Italian campaign of 1796 and extending through Egypt, the Consulate, the Empire, the years of military reversal, the return from Elba, and the final testament, the volume offers a documentary sequence rather than a retrospective narrative. Its purpose is to present Napoleon in his own official and semi-official words, as commander, head of government, diplomat, and ruler, so that readers may follow the changing uses of his language alongside the changing circumstances of his life and power.

The scope of the volume is notably broad within its chosen form. It does not attempt to gather every surviving writing by Napoleon, nor does it present a conventional history of his campaigns. Instead, it assembles representative state papers and martial addresses that illuminate his public voice across decisive moments. The inclusion of an introduction and biographical sketch supplies orientation, while the documents themselves form the core of the book. Read consecutively, they trace an arc from revolutionary general to emperor and, finally, to the defeated sovereign who still sought to define his actions before France and Europe.

The texts represented here belong to several closely related genres of political and military writing. There are addresses to soldiers before battle and after victory, proclamations to conquered or allied peoples, letters to governing bodies and monarchs, administrative orders, diplomatic appeals, legislative speeches, and personal declarations issued at moments of crisis. The volume therefore reveals Napoleon not as a novelist, poet, or philosopher in a literary sense, but as a writer of command and persuasion. His writings are inseparable from action: they announce intentions, justify decisions, consolidate authority, and seek to shape the understanding of events among armies, citizens, institutions, and foreign powers.

One of the chief values of gathering these works in a single collection is that it allows readers to observe continuity and development in Napoleon’s public rhetoric. The early Italian pieces speak from the position of an ambitious republican general addressing poorly supplied troops and promising glory through effort and success. The Egyptian texts broaden the field, combining military exhortation with statements directed toward civilian populations and the organization of government. With the Consulate and Empire, the voice becomes increasingly that of the state itself, speaking not only to armies in motion but to senates, legislative bodies, kings, popes, and subject nations in the language of sovereignty.

Across these varied documents, several unifying themes appear with remarkable persistence. Foremost is the relationship between military achievement and political legitimacy. Napoleon repeatedly addresses armies as the instrument through which national honor, public order, and historical change are secured. Closely connected is the theme of merit, especially in the earlier campaigns, where effort, discipline, and courage are linked to advancement and collective distinction. Another recurring concern is peace, invoked not as a withdrawal from action but as an object to be won, negotiated, or imposed through strength. Even in documents of administration or diplomacy, the pressure of war remains the constant horizon.

The collection also shows how Napoleon’s writings move between national and transnational audiences. Some pieces are directed narrowly to French troops in a specific theater of war; others speak to Italians, Egyptians, Spaniards, Hungarians, Belgians, or to sovereigns such as the emperor of Austria, the king of England, the king of Prussia, the pope, and the emperor of Russia. This range demonstrates that his public language was fashioned for many constituencies at once. It sought to rally, intimidate, conciliate, instruct, and justify. The documents therefore have importance not only as expressions of personal leadership but also as evidence of how power represented itself in revolutionary and Napoleonic Europe.

Stylistically, these writings are marked by compression, directness, and a strong sense of occasion. They are usually framed by urgent circumstances: the opening of a campaign, the aftermath of battle, the assumption of office, the ratification of peace, the onset of invasion, or the collapse of a regime. Their rhetoric tends toward clarity of command rather than extended meditation. They often distinguish sharply between friends and enemies, success and failure, courage and weakness, while binding individual effort to collective destiny. Because many were designed for immediate effect, they possess an energy and economy that help explain their enduring interest as historical texts and as examples of political communication.

At the same time, the collection invites attention to shifts in tone that correspond to shifts in station. The young commander speaks differently from the First Consul, and the First Consul differently from the Emperor. As authority expands, the language often broadens from the immediate field of battle to questions of law, dynasty, administration, religion, and international order. Yet the habits of command remain visible throughout. Even in letters and speeches addressed to civil institutions, one often feels the military organizer behind the statesman. This continuity gives the volume coherence, for it presents not disconnected pieces but a recognizable mode of thought expressed under changing titles and conditions.

The arrangement of the book into major chronological parts is therefore essential to its meaning. The Italian campaign establishes the early foundation of fame and political confidence. The Egyptian expedition introduces a more expansive imperial and administrative register. The Consulate marks the transition from military prominence to executive rule. The imperial section presents Napoleon at the height of authority, addressing Europe as a central actor in its affairs. The final section, devoted to decline, abdication, return, and ultimate protest, places beside the language of triumph the language of defense, explanation, and farewell. The closing inclusion of the will extends the collection from public action to final self-disposition.

For modern readers, the significance of these writings lies partly in their documentary immediacy. They do not merely describe history after the fact; they belong to history as instruments within it. A proclamation before battle, a letter from a field of victory, an order concerning civil government, or an abdication speech each formed part of the event it addressed. To read them together is to encounter the written mechanisms of leadership in an age of war and revolution. The collection thus serves students of history, politics, rhetoric, and statecraft, while also offering general readers access to the language through which one of Europe’s most consequential figures presented his aims and defended his conduct.

The lasting importance of Napoleon’s work as represented here does not rest on literary variety in the ordinary sense, but on the extraordinary concentration of historical agency within these texts. They show how words can mobilize armies, define policy, claim legality, and shape memory. They also reveal the persistent effort to unite force with explanation: victories are interpreted, defeats are framed, transitions of power are legitimated, and appeals are made to patriotism, honor, necessity, and public welfare. Such documents remain indispensable not because they offer neutral accounts, but because they display with unusual vividness the language by which modern authority seeks assent while exercising command.

Taken as a whole, this collection presents Napoleon’s addresses as a connected record of action, ambition, governance, and self-justification across the full public span of his career. The reader encounters neither private confession nor detached theory, but a sequence of interventions addressed to the immediate needs of command and rule. That is precisely the volume’s value. By assembling proclamations, letters, speeches, orders, and final declarations in one place, it permits a sustained view of a singular public voice operating under extreme pressure and immense responsibility. The result is a work of enduring historical significance, illuminating both the man who issued these texts and the age that made them possible.
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    Introduction
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821) was a French general, statesman, and ruler whose career reshaped Europe and whose public writings form a revealing record of power in action. Born in Corsica soon after the island passed to France, he rose during the upheavals of the French Revolution, first to military fame in Italy, then to political supremacy as First Consul, and finally to imperial rule as Napoleon I. The collection presented here follows that ascent and decline through proclamations, addresses, and letters rather than through retrospective memoir. Taken together, these pieces show him fashioning authority through language while directing armies, negotiating peace, and confronting defeat.
The works in this collection are not literary creations in the conventional sense but political and military texts composed for immediate effect. They range from the addresses that opened the Italian campaign in 1796 to the will written near the end of his life, with major groups devoted to Egypt, the Consulate, the Empire, and the collapse of his power after Russia and Waterloo. Because these documents were written for soldiers, citizens, legislators, monarchs, and foreign peoples, they illuminate Napoleon’s shifting public identities: republican general, civil restorer, emperor, conqueror, and fallen sovereign. Their historical significance lies in how closely rhetoric and action are joined throughout his career.
Education and Literary Influences
Napoleon’s education was primarily military and administrative. He studied first in France after leaving Corsica as a child, then received formal training at Brienne and the École Militaire in Paris, where he prepared for artillery service. That background shaped the precision, economy, and practical orientation visible across the collection. His writings are rarely reflective in a philosophical mode for long; instead they move quickly toward command, persuasion, or justification. The discipline of artillery, the procedures of state bureaucracy, and the experience of Revolutionary warfare all informed a prose style built to mobilize men and institutions rather than to ornament ideas.
The intellectual influences on these texts were broad but identifiable. Napoleon belonged to a generation formed by the Enlightenment, Roman history, and the political language of the French Revolution. In the Italian and Egyptian proclamations, one sees the legacy of republican civic virtue, classical exemplarity, and universal claims presented as instruments of policy. In letters to the Directory, to the Pope, to European monarchs, and to legislative bodies, he adapts older diplomatic and monarchical forms to the new legitimacy created by military success and plebiscitary rule. The result is a hybrid rhetoric: revolutionary in origin, classical in ambition, and increasingly imperial in tone.
Literary Career
As a body of writing, the collection begins with the Italian campaign of 1796–1797, where Napoleon first mastered public language as a tool of command. The addresses to the army at the opening of the campaign, the proclamations on entering Milan and Brescia, the letters to the Directory, and the later statements after Campo Formio reveal a general who understood morale, symbolism, and political theater. He presented military hardship as the path to glory, represented victory as liberation, and translated battlefield momentum into diplomatic prestige. These early texts established many of his enduring stylistic habits: compressed argument, vivid contrast, direct apostrophe to soldiers, and the constant conversion of events into destiny.
The Egyptian documents of 1798–1799 show a more experimental and strategic writer. In the proclamations at Toulon and on embarking for Egypt, Napoleon cast the expedition as an undertaking of extraordinary reach. Once in Egypt, his proclamation to the Egyptians, the order respecting the government of Egypt, and the letter to Tippoo Saib display his attempt to speak simultaneously as conqueror, reformer, and geopolitical challenger to Britain. The proclamation after the failure at Acre and the announcement of his departure for France reveal a characteristic feature of his prose: setbacks are minimized, reinterpreted, or folded into a larger narrative of necessity. Even in difficulty, the language seeks command over perception.
With the Consulate and Empire, Napoleon’s public writing became more varied and more institutional. The proclamation to the French people after 18 Brumaire, the appeals before Marengo, the letter to the Emperor of Austria, and later the addresses to the Senate and Legislative Body show him moving beyond battlefield exhortation into constitutional and diplomatic self-presentation. During the imperial years, the corpus expands across Europe: proclamations before Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, and Eckmühl; letters to the Pope, the King of England, and Champagny; addresses to Austrians, Spaniards, Hungarians, and Prussians. Critical reception has long treated these texts less as literature than as documents of charisma, propaganda, and statecraft, though their forceful rhetoric has ensured their continued readership.
Beliefs and Advocacy
The beliefs expressed in these writings are best understood as a combination of revolutionary inheritance and personal authority. Napoleon consistently defended merit, military honor, administrative order, national grandeur, and the primacy of the state. The proclamation to the French people in 1799 and subsequent addresses to legislative bodies present him as the restorer of stability after faction and weakness. Yet the same corpus shows how this language of restoration justified concentrated power. He often portrayed his rule as the fulfillment rather than the abandonment of the Revolution, preserving equality of careers and civil order while subordinating representative politics to executive command.
His advocacy was also inseparable from war and empire. In the Italian proclamations, he depicted French armies as bearers of liberation; in Egypt he adapted that pattern to a very different context; in the imperial period he repeatedly framed campaigns as defensive necessities imposed by coalitions. The order to seize English nationals in France, the proclamations to Spaniards and Belgians, and the addresses surrounding occupations in Vienna, Warsaw, and Madrid show a ruler who sought to legitimize expansion through claims of security, reform, or dynastic settlement. The collection therefore records not only his convictions but also his method: persuasion directed toward obedience, alliance, and acceptance of French predominance.
Religion, law, and monarchy appear in the collection less as fixed ideals than as domains to be organized under political necessity. The letter to the Pope in 1804 and the address to the Senate after annexation in Italy show Napoleon treating spiritual and constitutional forms as supports for order and legitimacy. Even family and dynasty, visible in the conversation regarding Jérôme Bonaparte and the related letter, are handled as matters of state. He valued institutions when they strengthened cohesion, disciplined ambition, and confirmed his authority. Across these texts, advocacy for peace is also recurrent, but usually on terms defined by French success; appeals to enemy rulers often follow victory and underscore his confidence in force-backed negotiation.
Final Years & Legacy
The final section of the collection traces the contraction of Napoleon’s power but not the disappearance of his command voice. The addresses at the opening of the Russian campaign and before Borodino still project certainty, yet the later discourse to the Legislative Body and the address of December 1813 belong to a far more precarious moment. By 1814, in the address to the Guard, the speech of abdication, and especially the farewell to the Old Guard, the rhetoric shifts from expansion to endurance, loyalty, and memory. These documents have remained among the most famous in the Napoleonic corpus because they compress military collapse into scenes of stoic political theater.
The Hundred Days briefly restored the old cadence of appeal and mobilization. The proclamations to the French people and the army on his return from Elba, the statement issued on the anniversary of Marengo and Friedland, and the proclamation to the Belgians all attempt to recover legitimacy through past glory, national independence, and renewed action. After Waterloo, however, the second abdication and the protest written aboard
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