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  Lafayette at Brandywine: The Making of an American Hero was written to reintroduce — sadly to introduce — Lafayette to the American public. This book is designed to make the text easy to follow for the 21st century reader. Some of the original passages with archaic spelling and grammar are updated without altering the original intent. Too many “sic” insertions and unfamiliar constructions break the flow of the text and make it difficult for readers to follow. Actually, those irritations cause readers to stop reading. In a portion of Lafayette’s memoirs, Lafayette writes about himself in the third person. Those third person references were changed to first person.


  Some of the 18th century letters and reports are flowery, long and laborious to read. I’ve purposely not used full texts in most instances. For those wanting to experience the exact words, footnotes indicate where the material can be found. Much of the information for this book came from Lafayette’s memoirs, the files of the National Archives, and Auguste Levasseur’s Lafayette in America in 1824 and 1825: Journal of a Voyage to the United States. Levasseur’s book, translated by Alan R. Hoffman, contains wonderful details of Lafayette’s grand tour of the United States, and interesting historical highlights.


  Lafayette was an intricate man. He had many facets to his life. What this book is not is a biography of Lafayette. There are many fine books on Lafayette’s life and relationships. This is not a history of the American Revolution. This is not a history of the two French Revolutions. This is not an academic tome full of obscure references. This is a book about Lafayette’s contributions to American freedom and the events that impacted Lafayette. Also, this book stresses the importance of the Battle of Brandywine to Lafayette’s shedding of blood at Brandywine.


  Artist Adrian Martinez created the excellent painting used on the cover of this book. Upon close scrutiny, the painting reveals hints of what Lafayette might have thought about on September 11, 1777, at Brandywine. Was this a painting of a young Lafayette? Maybe an older Lafayette was reflecting on the day? Take time, if you can, to closely view the painting in an artistic light. This is not a representative caricature of Lafayette. Adrian creates sophisticated artistic historical paintings.
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  A HERO EMERGES
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  A warm September day born in morning fog, concluded in darkness and embarrassment for General George Washington’s fledgling American army. The last flickering rays of daylight actually saved Washington’s troops as the British army halted their deadly and effective offensive against the battered American army. With an additional few hours of sunshine, several British officers contended, Washington’s army would have ceased to exist that day in 1777.


  History, for the most part, has relegated the Battle of Brandywine to the category of lesser events of the American Revolution. Modern day historical treatises and historians give Brandywine fleeting, if any, mention. The first in-depth book on the battle wasn’t published until more than 225 years after the engagement. At that time, primary source material was sparse and scattered throughout the United States and England. When contacted by the author, a member of the British Public Records Office, the holder of Great Britain’s important records, indicated he wasn’t familiar with Brandywine. The representative said he never heard of the engagement, even though Brandywine was a major British victory in England’s lost cause to retain control of its colonies.


  Legitimate reasons existed for the lack of notoriety Brandywine received. Since losing the war, the British haven’t paid much attention to the American Revolution, even to the British army’s victories, such as Brandywine. The loss of the country’s American colonies was just a minor blip in Britain’s long history. General Washington certainly didn’t pay much attention to Brandywine after the fact, as the battle was one of his major defeats.


  Washington, a great leader and the one man most responsible for America’s independence, had few military victories to his credit, especially early in the war against England. He was a master of leading and inspiring men. Washington miraculously kept his army together during the many dark days of the revolution. Brandywine is noted as just one of a series of engagements where the British professional army outclassed Washington’s brave band of patriotic citizen soldiers.


  At a quick glance, Brandywine was similar to the battle of Long Island. On August 27, 1776, the first major battle was fought after America declared independence. General William Howe’s troops outflanked Washington’s army and drove the American army from the environs of New York. The British held the strategic port of New York for the rest of the war.


  Howe utilized the same flanking maneuver at Brandywine to foil Washington’s attempt to protect the Continental Congress, then sitting in Philadelphia. After the battle, Howe was able to take the nation’s capital at his leisure and did so 15 days later. By that time, the Continental Congress had fled first to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on September 27, and then to York, Pennsylvania, for the winter.


  The banks of the Brandywine River in Chester County, Pennsylvania, was the defensive position selected by Washington to stop the British army. Howe’s path to the prize of Philadelphia led through the rich countryside of the Brandywine valley. Believing Howe would force a crossing near Chadds Ford, Washington braced his troops behind the water barrier. Though not a major river, the Brandywine came to a man’s waist that late summer’s day in 1777 and was wide enough to slow down attacking British and Hessian soldiers.


  Washington received little friendly assistance from local citizens and his own scouts before and during the battle. He commanded an army utilizing misleading and incorrect information. A frustrated Washington, for all purposes, was militarily blind while fighting at Brandywine.


  First, Washington was assured that the British army would take days to outflank his army to the north of his defensive position. The local information was proved wrong, as a friendly Tory knew a way to ford the Brandywine at two points and led Howe’s forces on a march that took hours and not days.


  Second, Washington’s scouts failed to provide accurate and timely information. Washington was uneasy about relying on the information given to him. After all, Howe had outflanked him in previous battles. So, Washington’s scouts were scattered throughout the area with a warning to be vigilant and an order to report any sightings of the British army. A little more than half of Howe’s army, about 8,000 men under the command of General Charles Cornwallis, was able to evade detection for most of the morning and execute the flanking maneuver.


  While Washington struggled to hold his flawed defensive position, Howe executed his intricate offensive plan almost perfectly.


  As ordered, General Wilhelm Knyphausen took about half of the British army on a march from nearby Kennett Square to the banks of the Brandywine. Knyphausen’s orders were to force American General William Maxwell’s light infantry back from the front of Kennett Square, where the British army camped the night before the battle, to the shores of the Brandywine. Knyphausen tricked Washington into believing he commanded the whole of the British army. The ruse gave Howe and Cornwallis time to encircle Washington’s army.


  As Knyphausen attacked in the morning hours, the troops under Howe and Cornwallis executed their lengthy trek — approximately 17 miles that took about nine hours — around Washington’s right flank, protected by American General John Sullivan’s division. During mid-afternoon, Cornwallis lined his men along Osborne Hill and attacked Sullivan’s forces. At the sound of the fighting, Knyphausen’s men forced a crossing of the Brandywine and drove back the American defenders under the leadership of American General Anthony Wayne.


  Despite some stubborn and spirited fighting by American troops, especially on Birmingham Hill and nearby Sandy Hallow, the Americans were in full retreat by nightfall and fled on the road leading to Chester, Pennsylvania.


  September 11, 1777 was a disastrous day for General George Washington’s army.


  The date of September 11 has been cursed for Americans. On September 11, 2001, nineteen Islamic terrorists hijacked four airplanes and carried out suicide attacks. Two of the planes were flown into the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, a third plane hit the Pentagon just outside Washington, D.C., and the fourth plane crashed in a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Almost 3,000 people were killed.


  Ironically, on September 11, 1941, groundbreaking took place for the Pentagon. On the same date in 2012, an attack on a United States diplomatic outpost in Benghazi, Libya, killed U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other Americans. And, on September 11, 1976, a bomb planted by a Croatian terrorist at New York’s Grand Central Terminal killed one police officer who was trying to defuse it.


  Was there any good news for Americans on September 11, 1777?


  In the late 20th century and early 21st century at Brandywine, a prevalent theory centered on the fighting at Birmingham Hill and Sandy Hallow. For several hours the Americans held off the British advance and allowed Washington’s surviving troops to retreat to Chester.


  The Americans, according to the theory, believed they could stand up to the British army because of their actions on Birmingham Hill. That memory, supposedly, aided Prussian General Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben when he trained the troops at Valley Forge the following year.


  Von Steuben is credited for turning Washington’s troops into a disciplined army. Von Steuben drafted a drill manual using the latest Prussian military techniques to instruct the American soldiers. By the time the 1778 campaign began, von Steuben’s drills had prepared Washington’s army for the coming battles with England’s professional army.


  Did the inspiration the Americans received from the few hours of fighting in a losing battle have any impact on their readiness in 1778? The Brandywine theory is certainly suspect for several reasons. The time between the afternoon engagement at Brandywine and the drilling at Valley Forge under von Steuben was more than five months. Washington’s army was involved in other battles and skirmishes with the British — most notably Paoli and Germantown — between the time of Brandywine and the harsh winter at Valley Forge.


  Paoli was another American disaster; some called the loss a massacre. The British, under the command of General Charles “No Flint” Gray, routed General Wayne’s Americans at Paoli. Gray received his nickname because he ordered his solders to remove flints so no accidental shots could be fired to alert the Americans. Gray’s troops attacked with just bayonets. Reports of the British bayonetting to death surrendering American soldiers led to Paoli being called a massacre. “Remember Paoli,” became the fledging nation’s first battle cry. Wouldn’t the thought of revenging the slain Americans at Paoli be more of a motivation to become better soldiers than the brief fighting at Birmingham Hill?


  And wouldn’t a victory be more inspirational than a disastrous loss?


  In the days after Brandywine, American troops fought the British at Saratoga, New York in several crucial engagements. British General John Burgoyne marched his force from Canada in the hopes of linking up with other British forces based in New York City and western New York. The British hoped to divide the New England colonies from those in the south. England could then subdue the radicals in New England and turn its full might on the southern states.


  Neither of the supporting British armies arrived to assist Burgoyne at Saratoga. The British general attempted to force his way past the American forces under General Horatio Gates and failed on two occasions. The first battle took place on September 19, eight days after Brandywine. The second engagement commenced on October 7, 1777. Both failed to dislodge the British forces from Gates’s clutches. Burgoyne surrendered his army to Gates on October 17.


  Americans winning a decisive victory at Saratoga must have been more encouraging than two hours of spirited combat during a monumental loss at Brandywine. Actually, von Steuben had much more to do with the improvement of Washington’s army than the memory of Brandywine, Paoli or Saratoga.


  Was Brandywine a complete loss for Americans which earned its place in historical purgatory? Or did something positive take place at Brandywine, something that has been for the most part overlooked by those studying the American Revolution?


  The answer to the last question is a definitive yes. Not only did a positive event take place during the disastrous defeat at Brandywine, but one that was crucial in the winning of American independence. The event took place on Birmingham Hill.


  As British generals Howe and Cornwallis were smartly marching from Osborne’s Hill, the portion of the American army under the command of General John Sullivan was poorly forming on Birmingham Hill. The British army drove the Americans from their defensive positions towards the field at Sandy Hallow.


  An American hero — Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de La Fayette — known in America as Lafayette — was minted during the furious battle. He shed his blood that day fighting for America’s freedom. On the afternoon of September 11, 1777, at Brandywine, Lafayette took a substantive step in his journey to becoming an American hero.


  While many dedicated and brave individuals contributed to the winning of independence for the United States, it is highly unlikely that the American Revolution would have been successful without Lafayette and the assistance he procured from his native France for the American cause.


  Ironically, the young French general — he had celebrated his 20th birthday earlier in the month — almost didn’t participate in the conflict at Brandywine. Lafayette came close to returning to France without taking up arms in defense of the colonies.


  Arriving in America, Lafayette was imbued with an extreme desire to see the colonies become free and be rid of English rule. He had a promise of an officer’s commission. Congress, at first, ignored the promise. Lafayette and other aspiring French and European officers who arrived with him were informed their service wouldn’t be required. The rejection was due to Washington’s strong urging that Congress stop handing out such commissions. Too many incompetent European officers preceding Lafayette were ineffective and drained the scarce funds available to the American military.


  Lafayette did receive a commission as major general even though Washington believed the appointment was only honorary and didn’t involve commanding American forces. Lafayette was initially resented by Washington’s generals. Those officers had fought alongside Washington for more than a year. The young Frenchman, who didn’t speak English well and had never taken part in a battle, suddenly outranked them.


  On the morning of September 11, 1777, Lafayette was an unknown and untrusted volunteer member of Washington’s staff, with no combat experience. By the end of the day, Lafayette was emerging as an American hero, embarking on a journey where he would play an integral part in America’s freedom.


  Brandywine deserves an honored place in American history because of Lafayette.
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  Musketeers of the Guard were equipped with Muskets. It was also a name for the royal bodyguards of the King of France.
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  YOUNG LAFAYETTE
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  A young, decorated French colonel by the name of La Fayette commanded Grenadiers during action at the medieval town of Minden during the Seven Years War. France and its allies were in the midst of fighting its detested rival England and England’s partners during the war that engulfed Europe and beyond, a forerunner of the World War I and World War II conflicts that occurred almost two centuries in the future.


  Minden, situated along both sides of the River Weser in the northeastern North Rhine-Westphalia section of Germany, became a focal point of fighting during the summer of 1759. A major battle, a British victory, took place on August 1. The French-led force was the victor in a lesser engagement on July 9.


  French commander Victor François, Duc de Broglie, victorious at a previous battle at Bergen on April 13, was determined to force his way past the army of King George II of Great Britain. King George II was a Hanoverian Elector, a prince that is, who was eligible to participate in the choosing of the Holy Roman Emperor. At that time, the royal families of Europe co-mingled and family connections were major factors in alliances. The strongest alliance had the most power.


  Minden posed a difficult problem for Broglie. The medieval city had a formidable defense made of walls and bastions constructed two centuries before the Seven Years War. Below the walls of the city, flowed the Weser River to the North Sea.


  The French suffered about 7,000 casualties during the August 1 battle of Minden. One of the dead was Colonel Michel Louis Christophe Roch Gilbert Motier, marquis de La Fayette, a Knight of the Order of Saint Louis. He was killed by a British cannonball.1 One of the British artillery officers that day was Captain William Phillips. Years later, Phillips, then a major general, and La Fayette’s son would face each other as foes in the American Revolution during a campaign in Virginia.


  Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de La Fayette, to be known throughout America as Lafayette, was two years old when his father died on the fields of Minden. Lafayette wrote in his memoirs of his father’s death, “The Prince de Chimay, an intimate friend of my father’s, was killed at the head of the first battalion. My father was to succeed him. He took his place and was carried off by a cannonball, shot from an English battery.”


  Besides leaving the young Lafayette fatherless and greatly affecting Lafayette’s upbringing, the death of Colonel La Fayette was a factor in Lafayette eventually controlling a large inheritance. Lafayette used his vast wealth to assist America in its upcoming struggle for freedom from England.
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  Lafayette was born on September 6, 1757, at his family’s 18-room mansion, actually more of a fortress than a home, at Chavaniac, in the province of Auvergne in south central France. The less than elegant abode was about three hundred miles south of Paris.


  His parents were Colonel Motier, marquis de La Fayette, and Marie Louise Jolie de La Rivière. The Motiers were known by their noble title of La Fayette. Besides the title, the Motier family’s wealth was rooted in its land. Marie Louise Jolie de La Rivière was an heiress to the Breton fortune. Her family also had close connections to King Louis XV and were descendants of Louis IX.2


  Upon his father’s death, Lafayette inherited the title of marquis. Colonel La Fayette’s estate was controlled by Lafayette’s mother. After the 1759 death of her husband, Lafayette’s mother moved to Paris to be with her father and grandfather at the Luxembourg Palace. Lafayette remained at Chavaniac and was raised by his paternal grandmother Marie-Catherine de Suat de Chavaniac.


  For the early part of Lafayette’s life, he was surrounded by formidable women. Lafayette’s grandmother was well-respected in the community. Living in the home were her two daughters and a granddaughter, a year older than Lafayette. Lafayette’s mother did return to Chavaniac during summer months to be with her son.


  Lafayette’s character was formed by the women in his life, mother, grandmother and aunts. His respect for individuals and their rights was instilled in his early life. This attitude was far different from the nobles and especially the royal families of France. Lafayette’s support of the tenets of the American Revolution would cause Lafayette to greatly suffer during the French Revolution.


  Lafayette’s early education was administered by a Jesuit priest. At the age of 11, Lafayette moved to Paris and attended the Collège du Plessis of the University of Paris. As Lafayette’s education progressed, his career path was limited but clear. Lafayette was destined to follow the family’s military tradition and become an army officer. During his early years, Lafayette was regaled with stories of military honors won by family members. As a youngster, Lafayette saw paintings daily of his military ancestors and dreamed of leading an invasion of Britain to avenge his father’s death. He also fancied winning glory for himself and adding to the honor of his family.3


  The military tradition in Lafayette’s family began with Pons Motier in the year 1000.4 One of Lafayette’s ancestors was Gilbert de Lafayette III, who served with Joan of Arc’s army during the siege of Orleans in 1429. His ancestors also took part in the Sixth Crusade. Lafayette’s great-grandfather was the Comete de La Rivière, and he served as commander of the Mousquetaires du Roi, the king’s personal horse guard. Lafayette’s uncle Jacques-Roch died while fighting the Austrians at Milan in the War of the Polish Succession in 1734.


  Destiny propelled Lafayette forward to his place of honor as a hero of the American Revolution. Some go as far as to call Lafayette the hero of two worlds, America and France. His native France still doesn’t embrace Lafayette as a national hero.


  Lafayette’s formal military career started when he enrolled in a program to train future Musketeers. The Musketeers of the Guard, also known as the King’s Musketeers, was a military branch of the Maison du Roi, the Royal Household of the French monarchy. The Musketeers was an honored organization in France, operating from the 17th century until the 19th century. Training with Lafayette were three future kings of France. Lafayette was gaining powerful associates in his sphere. He would put his royal acquaintances to good use later during the American Revolution. Those same royal connections almost ended his life during the French Revolution and caused years of suffering in prisons.


  Young Lafayette, four months shy of his 14th birthday, was commissioned an officer in the Musketeers in May 1771. His rank was lieutenant, and among Lafayette’s ceremonial duties were participating in parades and presenting himself to King Louis XV. The King personally gave instructions daily to the assembled Musketeers.


  The year before joining the Musketeers both his mother and grandfather died, just three weeks apart in April 1770. His mother was just 32 years old at the time of her death. The death of his grandfather meant Lafayette was lord of the La Rivière lands in Brittany. Lafayette’s inheritance from his mother and her family made him a wealthy Musketeer.


  Arranged marriages were a custom in noble and royal circles at the time, linking families for financial or influence considerations. On April 11, 1774, 16-year-old Lafayette married 14-year-old Adrienne de Noailles, a daughter of a wealthy, noble family and related to the French royalty. The marriage was arranged for Lafayette by his great-grandfather when he was 14 and when Adrienne was just 12. Adrienne’s father, Jean-Louis-Paul-François de Noailles, Duc d’Ayen, arranged marriages for his five daughters.


  Adrienne was not informed of the agreement for more than a year. The proposed marriage came with conditions as Adrienne’s mother, Henriette d’Ayen, had severe reservations about Lafayette and the coupling of her daughter. Lafayette was to live in the family’s elegant mansion in Versailles prior to the marriage, under the watchful eye of Adrienne’s family. Lafayette could only accompany Adrienne while chaperoned. Then for a year after the marriage, the couple was to live at the family’s mansion, the Hôtel de Noailles, in Paris.


  While at Versailles, Lafayette was enrolled in a riding academy and met the King’s grandsons, future kings of France. Adrienne and her mother both warmed to Lafayette and the marriage was eventually welcomed by daughter and mother. The wedding itself was a grand occasion held at the Hôtel de Noailles’s chapel. Two future kings of France, Louis XVIII and Charles X, attended.


  Love was not the primary inducement in arranged marriages. The custom of the time was for both husband and wife to have affairs. Lafayette’s brother-in-law even encouraged Lafayette to seek female company. Lafayette quickly became loyal to Adrienne, and Adrienne, demonstrated by many of her actions during their marriage, was as committed to Lafayette.


  Along with the marriage, came a placement in the Noailles regiment of dragoons. Lafayette’s father-in-law arranged the transfer from the Musketeers with the rank of captain. His first posting was to the citadel at Metz. There he was introduced to Freemasonry. During the American Revolution, Lafayette would bond with a number of the Freemasons, including George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin.


  When not attending to his military duties, Lafayette was spending time participating in the royal court life in Versailles. “Not yet 18, a captain in the famous regiment, married into a family close to the throne, and favored by fate to emulate his ancestors in glorious deeds of leadership,” Lafayette’s fate was secure.5


  D’Ayen arranged to have his son-in-law considered a member of the royal household, ensuring that Lafayette would have access to wealth and choice military assignments. Lafayette would then be more of a royal courtier than a military officer. The palace lifestyle was an uncomfortable fit for Lafayette, who was depicted as a shy and quiet youth and lacking in necessary royal graces. “He was now fully grown: nearly six-feet tall, large boned, fair skinned, with hazel eyes under a mop of reddish blond hair. He was considered awkward, possibly because he was taller by nearly five inches than the average member of his set, and because he lacked the polish, grace and savoir-faire of the court nobility who moved easily between Versailles and the salons of Paris.”6


  Lafayette rejected a position in the court of King Louis XVI.


  Despite attempts by Adrienne’s family to keep the husband and wife apart during the early years of their marriage, Adrienne wrote to her husband in the spring of 1775 that they were to become parents. Daughter Henriette was born on December 15.


Footnotes

  
  1 References have listed La Fayette’s death as both July 9 and August 1, 1759, even though most references cite August 1. Robert Crout, a Lafayette historian affiliated with the American Friends of Lafayette wrote, “I would suggest the most authoritative source would be Lafayette’s personnel file at the French army archives that identifies his father’s death at August 1, 1759 ‘a Minden.’ It doesn’t say battle of Minden or the overall ‘operation.’ Lafayette received a pension for the death of his father in combat until the end of 1785.”


  2 Jason Lane, General and Madame de Lafayette, Taylor Trade Publishing, London, 2003, p. 5.


  3 Lane, p. 5.


  4 Harlow Unger, Lafayette, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, N.J., 2002 p. 3


  5 Stanley Idzerda, Our Marquis: A Biographical Essay on Lafayette, Lafayette College, Easton, 2017, p. 5.


  6 Idzerda, pp. 5–6.
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  A GLORIOUS CAUSE
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  Lafayette’s posting at the French city of Metz launched and ignited his fervor for American freedom. The man responsible for initially guiding the young French officer towards his destiny was Charles-François Comte de Broglie, who had served with Lafayette’s father at Minden, governor of Metz and a grand master Freemason.


  Broglie invited Lafayette and two of Lafayette’s close confidents, Lafayette’s brother-in-law, Louis Vicomte de Noailles and Louis Philippe, Comte de Ségur, to join the Masonic brotherhood. Lafayette’s passionate nature was roused. He became an ardent member of the Masonic fraternity. Lafayette’s Masonic membership and his relationship with Broglie led to a dinner invitation on August 8, 1775, with a special guest, the younger brother of the King of England. The dinner was a defining moment in Lafayette’s life.


  Prince William, Duke of Gloucester and Edinburgh, a Mason, by no means supported the way King George III, his brother, was waging war on the American colonies.


  The Duke of Gloucester was a member of the British army as he was appointed a colonel of the 13th Regiment of Foot in 1766. The next year he was promoted to major-general. His military career was interrupted in 1771, as he was made Chancellor of Trinity College in Dublin. The outbreak of the conflict with the American colonies spurred the Duke of Gloucester to seek service on behalf of his country. He sought a command in the British army in America, but his brother, George III, declined the request.


  The Duke was spurned by the King. The two brothers were once close but the Duke’s secret marriage to Maria, Dowager Countess of Waldegrave, in September 1766, strained their relationship. After the marriage was finally revealed in 1772, King George III was offended that his blessing was not sought before the marriage.


  The Metz dinner took place as the Duke of Gloucester and his wife traveled through France during the summer of 1775. The royal British couple was allowed to tour French fortifications and to inspect French troops, since England and France weren’t fighting each other in a war, at least not at that moment.


  Before the Metz dinner, the Duke of Gloucester received dispatches concerning the war in America. The Duke shared some of the information as part of the dinner conversation. The subject of American independence captivated Lafayette, and the young French officer had many questions for the Duke about the conflict. Lafayette wrote, “I became excited about a people fighting for liberty. The (conversation) had a strong influence on my imagination. Before I left the table, I had the idea of going to America to fight in the quest of liberty. The cause seemed just and noble.”7


  After the dinner, Lafayette made a reconnaissance trip to Paris to find out additional information on the War for American Independence. While visiting Adrienne, Lafayette told her of the courage of Americans out to foil France’s old foe, England.


  While Lafayette and the citizens of France were awakening to the
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