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What a Blessing!



      [image: ]Almost from the time I could read, I have adored love stories. There is just something about seeing two people in love and learning to work together to find a happily ever after that I find extremely satisfying. 
From the time I could read, I have wanted to be an author. The idea of creating characters and fictional worlds was thrilling, and telling stories was always a part of playing for me. And do you know what? When I played, my stuffed animals and dolls went on dates. That’s right. I created romance stories for my toys.
Now that I am all grown up, God has granted me my dream of being an author, but not just any author. He has allowed me to become a romance author. How wonderful is that?
Strangely enough, there are some who would look askance at such a question, for they do not approve of romances, and they would almost assuredly not say that writing romance is a gift from God – especially since the romances I write (as Leenie Brown) are not specifically Christian romances or, in other words, romances where faith is an integral element of the story. (I have another pen name, Annilee Nelson, who writes those sorts of romances.)
Sometimes scripture, a mention of Providence, or the Bible will arise in one of my Leenie books since it fits with who a character is. Other times there might not be any mention of anything faith-based at all. However, I can guarantee you that in nearly every story I write, there are glimpses of God’s love, and in this journal, I plan to share some of those glimpses with you.
Now, let me ask you one more time – How wonderful is it that God has blessed me with the opportunity and ability to share examples of godly love with the world?
In my opinion, it is a blessing that cannot be adequately measured, and it is my hope that by the end of your journey through this short journal, you’ll have begun to see it that way, too. 
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What’s Inside a Leenie Brown Book



      [image: ]Before we dive into seeing how I have written Glimpses of God’s Love into my catalogue of stories, I thought it would be good to let you know what kind of stories I write. That way, if you decide you’d like to find out more about one of the stories and pick up a book to read – not that you have to or that I expect you to do so, enjoyment of this journal does not depend upon that –  you won’t be surprised by what is contained inside. 
I write Austen-inspired and original sweet Regency romance. 
At this point in my writing career, a large portion of my catalogue of stories are written within the Jane Austen universe. These stories play with Miss Austen’s characters and plots. Most of these books are based on Pride and Prejudice, but not all of them are. I love to delve into creating backstories for and giving happily ever afters to the side characters found in Austen novels, and reforming some of the most unlovable of Miss Austen’s characters is a particular delight for me. 
In addition to my Austen universe stories, I also have some that are completely original sweet Regency romances. However, despite being Leenie creations, these stories are also kissed with inspiration from many of Jane Austen’s novels. It just happens – even when it is not planned. 
As stated above, I write sweet romances, but what does that actually mean? 
In terms of story tone, you will find that when you read one of my books, the tone of the story is not dark. In fact, it is often quite light and might venture into the made-for-tv rom-com realm. When you finish one of my books, I hope you are left with a sweet sigh and a desire for more. (Kind of like when you get to the end of a favourite sweet treat.) 
That being said, I’m talking about more than how a story feels when I use the word sweet. 
In terms of heat level, I mean that the romance between the main characters is going to focus on the emotional intimacy of my characters and not their physical intimacy. While the story will contain some sexual tension or desire, as is normal between two people who are falling in love and thinking of marrying, none of my books include on-screen physical intimacy. Some might include what are called fade to black moments where you know that physical intimacy is about to happen, but then, the screen goes black. 
When taking both story tone and heat level into consideration, if I were to describe my books in a movie rating sort of fashion, I would say that they are all PG-13 or lower. While both the tone and the heat level of my stories are sweet, the obstacles and evil villains in them often aren't and may, at times, be quite bleak and exceptionally evil. 
I would also advise you that the PG-13 rating is given because my books often have a more mature theme to them. 
What sorts of things might be included that I would qualify as a “more mature theme”? Well, there is abuse in some characters’ backstories, there are situations where the main couple is forced to get married because of an indiscretion or compromising situation, and then, there are the stories of reformation that necessitate one or more of the characters having been or being a reprobate at the beginning of the story. 
One thing you will never find in my stories is evil triumphing over good. Some villainous characters might “get away with” their behaviours, but they will never succeed in keeping the main couple from finding a way to live happily ever after. Yes, their happily ever afters might actually mean they will have to continue to put up with the Caroline Bingleys, Lady Catherines, and even Wickhams of their world. Because in my writing world…
Happily ever after doesn’t mean perfect. Even fairytale princesses still have scars after they marry their prince charmings. 
But how can their ever afters be happy if things are not completely calm? It’s because love, contentment, and joy are choices, and my main characters will always choose them. That’s what makes their ever afters so happy. 
Okay, now, that we have that out of the way, let’s look at why I think romances are the perfect place to illustrate God’s love. 
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Without Love…



      [image: ]If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NIV

__________

The passage above is from 1 Corinthians 13, which is often referred to as the love chapter. It is not uncommon to hear parts of this chapter read at weddings. 
“Love is patient. Love is kind…” 
Sound familiar? 
The portion that is usually read is the part that explains what love is. It’s usually presented as a challenge to the couple to develop or maintain those traits of love that are listed in the middle of the chapter. 
And when, in this journal, I delve into the glimpses of God’s love that are woven into the fabric of my stories, I will highlight those traits and share how they are illustrated by my characters. But before we get to that, I wanted to look at the beginning of the chapter, for here we are told just how important love is. 
Without love, we are nothing. 
It says that in there three times. It really doesn’t matter what wonderful and even miraculous things we do or how good we look to others around us, if we don’t have love – God’s love – all those things are worthless. 
The same is true of a romance story. In romance, love is the essential theme. It must be there. There is no romance without love. It’s just how things are. You cannot separate the two. 
Can you imagine Pride and Prejudice without Mr. Darcy falling ardently in love with Miss Elizabeth, or her sorrow at realizing she might have lost the one man best suited to her in the whole world? I can’t – and more precisely, I don’t want to! It just wouldn’t be the same story. 
Sure, the social commentary would still be there, but the tension and drama would be virtually non-existent if there was no threat made by that social commentary on the happy future of our hero and heroine. I suppose you could find some other way to threaten the happiness or livelihood or very life of one or more characters. You could even play on the love a parent has for a child or a sister for a sister or a friend for a friend, and the story would regain its drama. However, it would not be a romance, and again, that’s not something I personally would enjoy reading. (Remember, I love romances.)
It is this characteristic of needing love at its core that makes a romance story a great canvas for layering in shades of God’s love and illustrating what true-love relationships should look like.
I can hear the nay-sayers saying that the same could be accomplished in any story that had any sort of loving relationship in it, and that’s true. However, in the Bible, the relationship between Christ and the church is illustrated as a bride and groom. Therefore, I will maintain my position that romance stories present a uniquely appropriate place to delve deeply into what perfect love – God’s love – looks like. 
But don’t worry. In this journal, I will also have some examples of non-romantic relationships that illustrate this perfect love. 
Of course, one must remember that my characters are like you and me – imperfect – and therefore, the examples of love on the following pages will be tainted with that fallibility and perhaps even tinged with sorrow. 
Before you turn the page and I present my first story illustration, let me leave you with some weighty words from scripture found in a short verse that highlights just how gravely important love is. 
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. [1 John 4:8 NIV]
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