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The priest sat at his desk, looking at the contract in his hand for St. Matthew’s School. A shiver ran through him, thinking of the school reopening. He had a meeting with the people that wanted to reopen it. He had a bad feeling about this and opened a drawer, pulling the old file out. The file was thick and was tied together with red ribbon showing that someone had felt it was necessary to have the Bishop or Archbishop verify it as being true and valid. Opening the file, the first thing he saw the old article about the schools closure. Turning the page he began reading the reports that were in the file. St Matthew’s School for Girls, closed due to the disappearance of Anna Pierce. Anna had been a student and was taken into the darkness. She wasn’t kidnapped, just vanished. There was an investigation and the school was closed for the protection of everyone. The church had helped the police with trying to find Anna. They had even brought in a medium and she was able to tell that evil had touched the school and it was no longer safe for the 3rd floor to be used. The church had to pay in a lawsuit for the child's disappearance due to the fact that she had gone missing during the school day. Now someone wanted to open St. Matthews again. There had to be a connection. Something was off... there it was, the people that wanted to reopen the school were involved in the original reason that the school was closed. The Headmistress to be was Anna’s older sister. They had to be up to something in the school, it was a gut feeling, but there was no reason for the church to not agree. They had gotten the funding to use it as a ‘reform school for girls’ and the Bishop had agreed to it. He thought that it would be a way to show that the church is wanting to help reform the kids that were said to be beyond help. Still there was something that was eating at his mind on the fact that they were going to be reopening the school. They had agreed to keep the third floor off limits due to the danger, since it was where Anna had disappeared from. The first ‘test’ class would be of just five girls. Why did they want just five students? Why not more? 

Father Davis knew enough to understand that he was over his skill level, so he decided to make a call to an organizations that could send two specialist. Father Davis was a trained exorcist and knew that he needed help. They normally worked for the Kornaki Institute but would work for the church as needed. This situation was so off, that something was making him worry for everyone on the trip and their souls were in danger. He had to make sure that there was extra protection for all the people that will be at St. Matthews.

After making a few calls he was able to convince to the Bishop that having some added protection was necessary for the church. Upon convincing the Bishop of the need for the extra protection as well as who would be going in, the Bishop relented and agreed. The team would be assigned as part of the contract for the access to the school. He had a special team that would work perfectly already lined up. 

The two people showed up at the rectory where Father Davis was waiting for them. They knew each other and were chatting about old cases that they had worked on together. He handed each of them a folder and asked that they get in the car. He said that things would be explained about the case that they were assigned to. As they drove down the highway they asked questions about the information from the folders. Father Davis was willing to answer any of the questions that they had. 

They drove to the school and David spoke to Ami. “What do you know about this place? What are you picking up about the school?”

“That we are in for a major fight. I have heard of the student that went missing and how her parents sued the church for her disappearance. The school ran for several years as a Catholic school for girls. Then about seven years ago Anna Pierce went missing. From my contacts on the other side I was able to get some information. It appears that it was one of the major demons tried to possess Anna however due to her strength in her religion she was able to prevent the possession but was taken to hell in the process.” Ami said. “With my gifts and yours we should be able to cleanse the school. Getting Anna back may be a difficult challenge. David, your gift of getting into places through walls will be helpful. There is something about the 3rd floor that we need to find out about. I have a feeling that is the main area of danger.”

“The gift that has been a curse at times, the fact that I can change the molecular structure to where I can walk through walls is a going to be a big help.” David said sarcastically. “With the fact that there has been this kind of trouble, and I was looking at the name of the headmistress, are they related? The father’s name is the same as one of the girls. However, the two girls have two different last names. Evil has been at this school before and we are in for a hell of a fight. How far are we to take this?” David asked. For some reason he had a bad feeling that he knew the answer already. This is one thing that always worried him. Ami was known to push too far to get her way and keep others safe.

“All the way to the sacrifice of my life. You know me David, I have always been willing to make the sacrifice for the greater good. Gabriel has been informed and has relayed the message that it will be of my free will if it comes to that. None of the people are safe. If we are to protect the the students, then we are going to have to use all our skills. We are going to need to have full access to the building. They have the notes that the 3rd floor is off limits. I have a feeling the 3rd floor is going to be the center of the demonic activity. We are going to have to exorcise the school if need be. Reading over the files of the first 5 girls worries me. They are all gifted in some way.” Ami said then sucked in her breath. The school was calling to her. “I can hear it in my head, talking to me and it is messed up. Legion...” David’s head spun looking at Ami. Legion was a major demon that was going to be a challenge for anyone. It was known to be more than one entity and worked as a hive mind when in possession form. “Wants to open a portal and tried to once before. I can also hear the two people that are waiting to reopen the school. They are the family of Anna and oh... a trade.” Ami’s eyes rolled up into the top of her head and her voice began to change. “Five for one, one for five bring the child back alive.” 

The priest spoke up, concerned. “They want a trade? David we need to wake her.” The voice and the change in Ami with her eye’s rolling up in her head, and David pulled her back to the present day with a touch. “We’re here. Ami, are you going to be OK?” She nodded yes. They had all heard the words and the changes in her voice. “When I introduce you, Ami - cook, confidant for the priest and girls as well as gym teacher, David - maintenance and math. Church history and confidant for the students and the staff.” The car pulled into a driveway and there were a couple people standing at the entrance of the school. They got out of the vehicle. Ami and David stayed back for a few moments. Ami was reading the young woman and didn’t like what she was getting. Something dark, guarded, filled with anger. She was planning something and it wasn’t good.

The young woman walked halfway to the priest car. “Father Davis, thank you for meeting with us. May I ask who the two people that are with you? I am Ms. Dobbs, and this is the maintenance person, Victor.” The young woman asked. She didn’t need anyone interfering with what she had planned for the school. She didn’t know who they were and didn’t want to have anyone who wasn’t a part of the ritual in the building. Too many things had to go in a set way for this to work. She needed to get Anna back. Back from the one that stole her from this world.

“They are part of my staff and if you want access to the school you will accept them as part of the staff here.” He signaled for Ami and David to come over. They walked over and stood behind Father Davis. “This is Ami -she will be the school’s cook and the gym teacher. She will also work as an emotional support counsellor for those who need it. She also has a Certified Nursing Assistant degree so medical needs are covered as well. This is David - he is the maintenance person and the math teacher. He is an instructor in church history and lore.” Father Davis said calmly. “They are part of the contract for reopening the school. It is an extra layer of protection for the church. This school has been touched by evil before and it is for the student’s protection that we need them here. They will have full access to the building and while the 3rd floor is off limits to the students, my team will have access.”

Ms. Dobbs and Victor spoke for a moment and then agreed to sign the contract. Father Davis went and unlocked the large padlock that held the gate shut. Then he unlocked the doors. “You may want to wait a few minutes before you enter. The air is slightly musty and needs to be switched out first.”
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