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This is our third collection of short stories connected to our Reign of the Eagle series. Three of these stories have appeared before: “Very Educational,” “Magy by Choice,” and “The Romance of the Viscount,” which gives this collection its title. These featured the three main PO characters of Unspeakably Wooed: Andras Byrne, Rada Kaur, and Donella Gramiren. 

If you’re a subscriber to our newsletter (which you really ought to be), then you probably know why we write these stories. They’re teasers to introduce the main characters and hopefully stir some interest in buying the book when it finally comes out. Often, though, there are characters who are very important to the plot who don’t happen to have chapters from their point of view this time around. Like Princess Elwyn, for example, who has been a POV character before, but didn’t happen to be one in Unspeakably Wooed. 

Then there’s Lawrence Swithin, Earl of Hyrne, Elwyn’s uncle (or, to observe the critical distinction she often makes in her own mind, her stepmother’s brother). The earl has shown up in a number of stories and novels, but he’s never been a POV character before. (Not to give you any spoilers, but just so you know, he will in fact be a POV character in the fifth book in the series, Old Habits Die Hard, which is tentatively scheduled for release in June of 2023—mark your calendars!) 

Because Elwyn and the earl are so important to Unspeakably Wooed, we’ve included a couple bonus stories in this collection from their points of view. For Elwyn, the story is called “Not for Love,” and it shows her before the events of Unspeakably Wooed, dealing with loss and grief in her own, inimitable, self-destructive way. After that is the earl’s story, entitled, “A Thankless Task,” and it shows him dealing with the fallout from Elwyn’s actions. We’re not sure the story makes the earl a hero, exactly, but we do hope it helps our readers understand a bit more why he is the way he is. 

As usual, we also have a couple of bonuses that are not short stories. There is a map that shows the Pradivani Palace in Briddobad, Sahasra Deva, where Elwyn and Earl Lawrence live in exile with Elwyn’s little brother, the deposed King Edwin. We’ve also included the first three chapters of Book 4 in the Reign of the Eagle series, When You Are King. 

The first draft of Unspeakably Wooed was originally written in May of 2017. After writing Black Eagle Rising (the first book in the Reign of the Eagle series), this novel was a conscious attempt to do several things: 1) to write a shorter book with a smaller cast of characters, 2) to introduce more about different cultures in our universe, 3) to have more magic (or magy, as we call it), and 4) to make it sexier and funnier. Hopefully, if you’ve read Unspeakably Wooed, you agree we succeeded. 

If you haven’t read Unspeakably Wooed, then hopefully this collection will make you want to go buy it. And keep an eye out for the fourth book in the series, When You Are King, which will be coming out in February, 2023. For now, though, enjoy these stories all on their own. 

J.S. Mawdsley, December 2022 
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Very Educational 
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348 M.E. 

This was supposed to be the summer when Andras Byrne finally got to do nothing. For the past few years, summers and otherwise, he had been first page and then squire to the Earl of Sarraith. He’d gone with the earl to the Loshadnarodski War, and the summers had always been particularly busy times in camp. Andras had polished armor until his arms ached, and then been forced to practice archery for an hour. He had never left camp in Dunstan or seen any actual fighting, but his days had still been extremely full and regimented.

But he had left the earl’s service and started his formal education at Atherton the previous fall. While he had been at school, the war had had a final hurrah, but now looked to be ending altogether. And that all meant his summer vacation should be nothing but good times. Should be. Or so he thought.

Somehow, that wasn’t turning out to be the case. Rather than traveling all the way home to Keneburg from Atherton, Andras was spending the summer in Rawdon with Bryan Strudwick. Bryan was at Atherton with him, and had also grown up in Keneshire, so they had known each other all their lives. Bryan had an aunt in Rawdon who offered to host them for the summer, and they had thought it sounded like a good time, even though Bryan warned: “She doesn’t have her own children, so she likes to practice on her nephews and nieces when she has the chance.” 

Andras still thought spending a summer in Rawdon with an aunt sounded more fun than going all the way home to Keneburg, but that was only because he didn’t realize that Bryan really meant his aunt viewed Andras and Bryan as educational projects for the summer.

It had started the first time they went to tea at the Prince’s Palace where the Duke of Newshire lived. Andras and Bryan had been looking forward to flirting with the duchess’s ladies-in-waiting and the other girls at the court over tea in the rotunda. Instead, Aunt Malina had taken them up on the balcony of the rotunda to the hallway outside the throne room. From here, they could hear giggling girls below, clanking spoons on saucers and someone tuning a lute. Andras supposed seeing the throne room would be fun before they went down to join everyone, particularly seeing the famous doors, sculpted by the infamous hillichmagnar, Kuhlbert the Magnificent. 

The boys went closer to the doors and marveled at the intricate details of hundreds of unique people on the metal. Aunt Malina let out a superior sort of squeak, and when Andras turned to look at her self-satisfied smile, she pointed at two camp chairs and folding tables with large sheets of parchment and small boxes he had not noticed before.

“I’ve had drawing supplies brought in,” she had said. “I’m heading down for tea now. The two of you should be able to make a good start at copying the doors in that time. Being able to produce faithful representations is a crucial skill. The best way to learn about art is to set your hand at retracing the strokes of a master.” 

What Andras mainly learned about art was that it took a lot of blasted work. There were so many intricate details to get right, and none of his sketches looked anything like the dramatic scenes portrayed on the panels of the left-hand door. Then Bryan, working from the other door, noticed that a lot of the tiny sculpted figures in his panels wore very little clothing. They laughed a lot about that, and then produced some highly exaggerated copies of those figures—women who looked as if they were on the verge of tipping over and men who would have had considerable trouble fitting in their trousers. 

When Aunt Malina saw these drawings, she sniffed and pronounced them “juvenile.” This failure only encouraged her to redouble her efforts to “educate” them. 

Three or four nights a week were taken up by music recitals, book discussions, and on one especially memorable occasion, a demonstration of glassblowing. Their every spare moment that Aunt Malina could commandeer was filled with something educational. She took them all over the city, but unlike the friends they only spoke to on occasion who attended suppers, garden parties, and rides through the country, they went to lectures and poetry readings. 

“This blows more than just glass,” became a popular refrain between the boys.

Every once in a while, they managed to avoid Aunt Malina’s educational outings. They met up with other friends from school to play cards every so often. Thanks to Andras being a Byrne and the son of a duchess, they even managed a few supper invitations that Aunt Malina couldn’t force them to refuse because Andras explained that it was his familial duty. Mostly, they wanted to sleep late and drink with their friends. It’s what boys were supposed to do on their summer breaks, right?

They were trying to finalize plans for one of their few fun evenings one morning when they sat down for a late breakfast with Aunt Malina. She, however, was sitting very upright at the head of the table, eyes darting back and forth between them, cheeks slightly sucked in. It was her excited face, Andras had learned, and he saw their night of wine and Karnoffel fading away.

“I have excellent news, boys,” she said, clasping her hands tightly in front of her to keep them under control, in spite of her obvious enthusiasm. “I have been able to get us tickets for the theater tonight.”

Andras and Bryan exchanged frightened looks. The last play she had taken them to had been some four-hour Odelandic historical drama. Bryan had fallen asleep, and his aunt had been furious at them both for a week after. Another trip to the theater
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