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For the parents – gold stars all round.
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Introduction

Back in March, I was a new parent with a five-month-old. I’m not sure who was flailing around more frantically, me or little Finn, him trying to explore everything and me trying to stop him from swallowing pen lids, bottle caps and Maltesers that we have strewn about in our non-baby-proofed bio-hazard of a house. And then just as we’d secured the lounge, lockdown happened and we were basically confined to that room for the next few weeks. The outside world was limited to David Attenborough documentaries, and our only human contact involved waving at the postman through the window.

One frustratingly samey lockdown afternoon in early April, I discovered Twitter, a mere 14 years late. It felt daring, like I’d just taken the red pill in The Matrix (wait – that’s the fun one, right?). I happened across a Tweet from the spectacular @muminbits and I thought “hang on – that sounds a bit like what I want to say, only much funnier”.

Reading fellow parents’ stories and anecdotes as they navigated the lockdown hurdles of homeschooling, working from home and trying to keep the kids entertained was hilarious but also really cathartic. I wasn’t the only one swigging gin from the bottle, hoovering up biscuits and trying to avoid looking up either my screen time notification or step count. We were all cocking things up! And there were parents coping with not just one, but multiple mini wrecking balls and not only surviving, but laughing about it. These folks are my heroes.

So I thought of compiling a book of lockdown parenting fails that we could look back and laugh at. At the very least, it can be used for emergency toilet paper.
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PRE-LOCKDOWN MENTALITY: teaching’s easy, right? A week off in February and October, two weeks off at Christmas and Easter and six weeks off in the summer. What a bunch of loungers.

During lockdown: *would eat words but have forgotten how to write*

In our new roles as professional teachers, we’re winging it. We’re all in the same (sinking) (life)boat (with no life jacket). Our bar for what can be achieved in a day has fallen spectacularly. Kids still alive at end of day? Pass the ice cream!

So what if the kids have learned nothing during lockdown? We’ve learned loads! We’ve learned that teachers don’t get paid enough, discovered that a 30-minute lesson can feel like a day and a half and agree that Disney + is perfectly educational. But perhaps most importantly, we’ve realised that no hour is too early to start drinking during lockdown.

In this chapter, you’ll find that most parents (myself very much included) have lost the plot during lockdown – some quite gloriously. We’re all drinking heavily and hoping the kids don’t find us when we hide in the toilet for a moment’s peace (and for enough time to hoover up a Wispa).

Some high-flying few are genuinely winning (well, sort of), but we all get gold stars for effort.


 

LOST THE PLOT

Christ, it’s been a long week. Let’s open that wine*

 

* Monday, 3pm

@Debs_surfs, 30 March

 

 

One major plus of homeschooling so far: I’m finally weaning myself off coffee . . .

. . . and onto gin.

@helen_tovey11, 3 April

 

 

An espresso martini counts as a morning coffee break, right?

@andreaktv, 15 April

 

 

Always wondered what teachers carried in their rucksacks. Based on my first two weeks of homeschooling experience, I’d say tequila and a taser.

@amanda_pilsen23, 16 April

 

 

I’ve taught 11 year olds, 15 year olds and A-level students for years. So how am I

coping with homeschooling two kids under 7?

 

I’m drinking gin from the bottle. LIKE EVERYONE ELSE.

@nicolaegham99, 15 May

 

 

Day 2 homeschooling.

#everyhouseholdrightnow

@hove_aboard, 24 March
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Sentences I never thought I’d say to my five year old son before lockdown:

“No, it’s not ok to paint a rainbow on your willy to support the NHS.”

@number50CT, 10 June

 

 

Is it acceptable to tip your kids’ teachers at parent’s evenings from now on?

@shop0holic, 30 May

 

 

Daddy, why can’t we find a bigger virus to eat coronavirus?

I’m not sure if I’ve spent too long in quarantine or I’ve spent too long listening to shambolic government daily briefings, but that really makes sense to me.

@dadtotwodaughters, 10 May

 

 

If it takes a village to raise a child that village better have a f**king gin factory.

@phoebs_silverback, 11 May
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Mummy, is it called gronavirus cos only grownups get it?

Me: Possibly

@k00kykaty, 16 June

 

 

Think I lost it today.

 

4 yo: “How do you make maple syrup?”

Me: “You have to squeeze loads of Canadian flags together.”

@fathertoted, 3 June

 

 

Got my first parents evening tonight. F**k knows what I’m gonna tell this idiot’s folks. He’s a lost cause.

@bmw_m5man, 1 June

 

 

Walking downstairs during a break from work, I overheard my wife say:

“Alexa, homeschool the children.”

Fair.

@dan_jardine86, 20 April

 

 

Yeah, no problem, I’ll help with long division, just as soon as I’m back from the toilet.

 

*frantically looks up tutorial on YouTube from toilet*

#everyparent

@bossmansboss, 2 April

 

 

Day 3 of homeschooling and we’re already on a supply teacher.

“Kids, Mr Disney has kindly decided to step in at short notice.”

@andy_dangerscott, 10 April

 

 

I regret telling my 6 year old to go paint something for art class. I think the cat does as well.

@annie_myers1986, 14 May
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Day 1 of homeschooling, lesson one. Hand goes up.

“I’d like to see the lunch menu mummy.”

@aliloupet, 29 March

 

 

5 year old: Daddy you’re the best teacher ever!

7 year old: Daddy you’re the WORST teacher ever!

 

That’s a 50% success rate. I’ll take it.

@BertTRaines, 5 May

 

 

School’s out but the life lessons continue . . . Today we learned what happens when you leave two bananas in the basement for a month.

@JeninLdnont, 26 June

 

 

Banning screen time is like the nuclear deterrent. Carrying out the threat leads to mutually assured destruction.

@tim_fordyce, 11 April

 

 

Today, I’ve spent the first three hours of homeschooling observing and treating Lego people for symptoms of coronavirus.

@andrea_topp, 15 May

 

 

My homeschooling kitchen has got more broken pencils in it than a urologist’s waiting room.

@dad_o_rail, 11 May

 

 

Can’t wait for the OFSTED inspection. This school is gonna close!

@samrickard, 17 June


 

MARKS FOR EFFORT

6 year old switched the hoover on and stuck it through the letterbox screaming:

“Got you stinky virus!”

 

Certainly gave the postman a fright.

@mahmood_adil, 22 May

 

 

Daddy I think the virus started in Germany. That’s where the germs live. (Could have corrected him, but he sounded confident. And who the f*** knows anything anymore.)

@braindad, 3 April
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5yo managed to call and get through to an HSBC operator today . . .

 

 . . . to try and cash in her “Bank error in your favour” Monopoly card.

@raj_katy44, 3 May

 

 

Dad’s been “handling” homeschooling art class this morning.

@bfg20002001, 28 March
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Homeschooling lesson today was about what you want to do when you’re older.

The answers are in:

 

6 year old: Astronaut

5 year old: A “sweet eater”

3 year old: A dinosaur!

 

This teaching shizzle is a doddle.

@litlou23, 24 April

 

 

Spent an hour today explaining to my five year old why lego Darth Vader was uniquely placed to not catch coronavirus.

 

5 year old: “Is he a hero then daddy?”

 

I wasn’t expecting parenting questions to be this hard.

@mayhem77, 1 July

 

 

Day 23 of homeschooling and losing the plot:

 

Me: “Kids, only one thing for you to do for today’s music class (*holds up Nirvana CD*): I want you to write the lyrics to the song Smells Like Teen Spirit (thought to self: ha ha – that’ll keep them occupied for hours! I’m not sure Kurt Cobain knew what the hell he was saying).

 

*email arrives 5 mins later* https://genius.com/Nirvana-smells-like-teen-spirit-lyrics

@needlenose_ned, 5 May

 

 

Me: Are you . . . praying?

10 year old: I’m asking God for another teacher next year.

@life_overrated, 28 June
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Me: What are you doing?

7 year old: Jumping on the bed – it’s our PE class!

@1978katmcgraw, 11 May

 

 

Genuine question: “Can you freeze a fart in the freezer daddy?”

Thought he was a moron, but I don’t know – can you?

@rob_dallas1, 14 April


 

HAND ME THE THERAPY BILL

6 year old: Why don’t islands sink?

Me: Because they’re inflatable.

@ClaireTallis2, 29 March

 

 

8yo daughter: If kids have milk teeth what do adults have?

Wine teeth.

@beckyschofield44, 26 May
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Daughter asked me what WIFI stood for today.

“The end of meaningful interaction”. I told her.

@frisby_sam, 13 April

 

 

“How are teachers not all alcoholics?!”

@sammyJwright, March 29

 

 

Day 11 of homeschooling: learning about the role of the American president.

Kid: What does Washington DC stand for?

Me: Douchebag City.

@r_a_p_scallion, 22 May

 

 

[Overheard conversation between 5 year old son and 4 year old daughter]

4 year old: If I was in mummy’s tummy, that means you were in daddy’s tummy.

5 year old: Who’s in there now then?

Me (too loudly): Budweiser.

@momwillshoot, 29 June

 

 

[Overheard conversation between hubby and 6 year old daughter (we live in Texas)]

6 year old: Dad, where’s Ohio?

Husband: Up and right a bit.

@michaeltodonohue 14 June
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