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I LOVE KAWAII: INTRODUCTION
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Kawaii is a Japanese word meaning “adorable, sweet, cute.” It’s common for the Japanese to exclaim, “Kawaiiiiii!!!” upon seeing something or someone that is exceptionally cute—a puppy, kitten, or baby, for example. Kawaii can also apply to anything that appears childish, both in terms of an object’s graphic simplicity—geometrical and curved shapes and bright colors—and the humorous and/or positive message it conveys. Another feature of kawaii is that everything, be it object or animal, is humanized. The proportion between head and body is extremely distorted. A kawaii character usually has a head the same size as the rest of the body, sometimes even larger. Think of the world-famous Japanese icon Hello Kitty—the perfect global example of kawaii.


I had wanted to put together a book on kawaii art for some time. At the risk of sounding like a kawaii freak, I have to admit that I am a huge fan of the art. My love for it borders on the obsessive. Not only have I integrated some aspects of kawaii into my own artwork, but I have also sought out the best kawaii artists in the field to learn from them. Aside from this, being the compulsive collector of art books that I am, I could no longer stand the gap in my bookcase, which desperately needed filling with a collection on this type of art. After a great deal of research, I decided to create this book myself, presenting works of my own as well as those of my favorite artists. I felt an urgent need to share kawaii with the rest of the world if only to make life a little more pleasant and enjoyable. I want you to fall in love with kawaii just as I have.


The book you are holding in your hands is a whimsical compendium of kawaii-based creations from a handful of my favorite artists, many of whom are my friends. Each artist, of course, has his/her own unmistakable style. This book celebrates the art of kawaii—and the artists who are at the cusp of the form—for all its color, supercute graphics, and delightful sense of humor. I think these images are incredibly exciting; they carry me away to a dream world filled with bright colors and the sweet smell of candy.


I welcome you to my kawaii world, and hope you enjoy your trip.
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ARANZI ARONZO
 Osaka, Japan
 www.aranziaronzo.com
 tokyo@aranziaronzo.com






In 1991, Yoko Yomura and Kinuyo Saito created the brand Aranzi Aronzo. Their premise is quite simple: “To create and sell the sort of things we like.” Yomura and Saito began by creating fabric dolls in their homes and selling them in shops. Aranzi Aronzo currently employs twenty staff members and makes all types of products; each product is treated and created with love. Aranzi Aronzo puts quality before quantity and any product bearing this name is vigorously inspected for quality control. Aranzi characters are unmistakable: They have a captivating style with some highly amusing graphics. Their shop in Daikanyama, Tokio, is well worth a visit.
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PANDA SEA
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T-shirt design

CLAPPING HANDS
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WHITE RABBIT BROWN BUNNY
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T-shirt design
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BUBI AU YEUNG
 Hong Kong, China
 www.milkjar.com
 bubi@milkjar.com









Bubi was born and grew up in Hong Kong where she worked as a multimedia professional by day and a passionate illustrator by night. She has always enjoyed drawing, reading comics, and collecting dolls. In 2004, she became a freelance illustrator, creating a series of stories drawn with her own characters. “Treeson,” her most famous character, was born on August 8, 2005. This character has a marshmallow-like body and a stem branching out of his heart. (But don’t worry, he’s not in pain.) Bubi is a highly respected artist on the kawaii scene. Her work is simply adorable—the embodiment of kawaii.
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Treeson illustrations
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Treeson illustrations
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BUKUBUKU
 Berlin, Germany
 www.hellobukubuku.wordpress.com
 bukubuku@gmx.de








Having closely witnessed the artistic development of my friend Silvia Portella Torres, otherwise known as Bukubuku, I feel particularly fond of her work. I first met Silvia in Barcelona. Thanks to her, I discovered the city’s most popular kawaii spots. Silvia has been working within the origins of kawaii illustration and has finally been given free reign. The result is a collection of some extremely sweet characters, who live in a unique setting—a visual mash-up, perhaps, of her birthplace Barcelona and the city of Berlin, where she has now lived for some years. Her creations can be seen in numerous German publications as well as in the form of some very tasty products on sale in her shops in Etsy or Poketo.
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SWEEDEN CALLING
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CRAFTY PALS




[image: image]

THE CITY
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KNITTING TIME

[image: image]

POKETO WALLET 1
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OUR FAVORITE TREE
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ZWILLINGE
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TOP: BLOWN AWAY BOTTOM: COMÍA
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CATALINA ESTRADA
 Barcelona, Spain
 www.catalinaestrada.com
 catiestrada@gmail.com








Catalina Estrada has a spirit full of light. This is what I felt the first time I visited one of her exhibitions at the Iguapop Gallery. It was there the arrow struck and with it my unconditional love for this Columbian artist, the indefatigable worker now settled in Barcelona. Catalina and her art are one. Light, beauty, a message of hope, and another of criticism. Small birds and deer live together with bloodthirsty wolves. They are part of the same life. Catalina combines her artistic projects with commercial ones as long as they have an influence on her accessories and lifestyle products. She also works on photography and illustration projects with her husband Pancho Tolchinsky.
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LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD
 Vector illustration
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MOTHERLAND Vector illustration
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BIRD Published in Computer Arts magazine Vector illustration
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UNICEF: LOVE IS ALL For UNICEF Vector illustration
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CHARUCA
 Barcelona, Spain
 www.charuca.net
 charuca@charuca.net





I am absolutely delighted to be able to share some of my work with you. In my gallery you can see Megamoder, my first collection of characters, which can also be seen on the Web site Mondotrendy.com. There were many more characters to come after Megamoder. I love each and every one of the characters I’ve created; they are my children! I also have a great deal of love for my BBZ toy collection, something I created jointly with Kachingbrands in 2007. I believe there’s nothing more exciting for a character designer than to see their creature in the palm of their hand. The very first time I saw the BBZ prototypes I was almost in tears!
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CHARUCA STICKER SHEET
 For BG magazine, n.29. Ecuador
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CHARUCA PANG
 For the book Designers’ Games RMX,
 UBER BOOKS, Germany

COBI WORLD
 Cobi’s homage exhibiton by Duduá
 in Barcelona

LOS MEGAMODER
 First Internet characters by Charuca
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CLÉMENTINE
 Lyon, France
 www.bupla.com
 clementine.derodit@free.fr




For years I have been enchanted by the work of French artist Clémentine Derodit—smiling cherries and a milk bottle, which doubles as a baby panda. Clémentine has worked as a freelance designer since 2002 along with Mathieu Quiblier in the Bupla pool. The majority of her work consists of illustrations for children’s magazines. She is also about to publish her first illustrated book titled Et toque!, which will be published by Marchand de feuilles Edition.
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BURGER
 Character design for the video Mish
 Mash Burger directed by Bupla
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MISH MASH BURGER
 Illustrations for the video Mish Mash
 Burger directed by Bupla
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EASTER
 Illustration for a game published in
 Charlotte aux Fraixes magazine
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CHARACTER DESIGN MIX
 Promotional card
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DEVILROBOTS
 Tokyo, Japan
 www.devilrobots.com
 kitai@devilrobots.com








Devilrobots is a studio in Tokyo, Japan. From a place crammed full of dolls and all types of pop items, Shinishiro Kitaii, the studio’s art director, is effectively a dispenser of kawaii characters. The studio specializes in the creation of graphics, characters, illustrations, animation, Web sites, and music. I have to confess I feel a certain predilection for Shinishiro and Devilrobots. Their characters require no introduction. You may already be familiar with their most famous character, To-Fu Oyako, a product featured in countless specialized design shops.
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DEVILROBOTS ALL STARS
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CRACLE’S RAMBLING LAND


[image: image]

TOFU OYAKO WORLD
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ALICE IN WONDERLAND
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ALICE IN WONDERLAND




OEBPS/Images/15b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/logo.jpg
4 HARPER






OEBPS/Images/15a.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
   
     
	 
    
     
	 
    
     
	 
	 
    
     
	 
    
     
	 
	 
    
     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    
  
   
     
  




OEBPS/Images/16.jpg
XRXRXL
fotatolritgttores

%
%%
X%

XXX

%






OEBPS/Images/Aronzo.jpg
AR

C.
o

A

V2





OEBPS/Images/1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12a.jpg
Bubi
AuYeung

. MILKJAR.COM





OEBPS/Images/tit.jpg
| KAWAII

Selected by Charuca





OEBPS/Images/23aa.jpg





OEBPS/Images/23b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/23a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/34.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38.jpg





OEBPS/Images/36.jpg





OEBPS/Images/39b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/39a.jpg
o8

devijl robots





OEBPS/Images/40.jpg





OEBPS/Images/17b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/42.jpg
ALICE IN W@&ND

Dasigued by DivILROROTS

‘lj ”j

©2009 DEvILROBOTS





OEBPS/Images/9a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/17a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/41.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
IPKAWAII






OEBPS/Images/18.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/43.jpg
ALICE IN WONDERLAND






OEBPS/Images/26.jpg





OEBPS/Images/28.jpg





OEBPS/Images/27.jpg





OEBPS/Images/29b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/29a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/31.jpg





OEBPS/Images/30.jpg





OEBPS/Images/33.jpg
Ceem

entine





OEBPS/Images/32.jpg
ke






OEBPS/Images/33a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/20b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/20a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/22.jpg





OEBPS/Images/21.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10b.jpg
white Rabb.-l-
Brown Bunny - 3 ‘





OEBPS/Images/24.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/23.jpg





OEBPS/Images/25b.jpg
@2\ %V&

CATALINA ESTRADA





OEBPS/Images/11.jpg





OEBPS/Images/25a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6.jpg





