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Buna, (boo-nah) or Hello.

My name is Lavinia.

Ce faci? (chay fahtch) How are you?
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF ROMANIA?

Romania is located in Southeastern Europe, bordered by Ukraine to the north, Bulgaria to the south, Serbia and Hungary to the west, Moldova to the east, and the Black Sea along its southeastern coast.
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I LIVE IN THE CAPITAL city of Bucharest (boo-kah-rest) 

What do we do here for fun?

There are many things to do in Bucharest, Romania.

Many people enjoy visiting the Palace of Parliament on a tour. Did you know it's the heaviest building in the world? There are 1,100 rooms inside!
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HERE I STAND ALONGSIDE my brother in front of the Palace of Parliament.

Lipscani is considered Bucharest’s historic center. This old town has narrow streets, historic buildings, cafes, restaurants, and shops.

I love to go to the Herastrau Park with my family. We like to rent a boat and take it out on the lake. Other times we picnic here or go on a relaxing walk.

Here I am at Herastrau Park.
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MANY TOURISTS ENJOY the food here in Bucharest. We have many traditional dishes such as mici (grilled sausage), ciorbă (traditional soup), and papanasi (fried pastry with jam and sour cream).

Visitors to Romania can enjoy a variety of activities, such as skiing in the mountains, exploring ancient castles, and visiting traditional villages. 

My family likes to visit museums. 

My favorite museum is in Brad, Romania. It is called the Gold Museum. There are over 1,300 unique pieces here. These aren't melted bars or jewelry, but raw gold formed by nature into incredible shapes like lizards, leaves, animals, and more.

There are also salt mines here that people like to visit. They sit inside and breathe in salt air to bring them health benefits.

Others like to visit Sinca Veche. This is a cave temple. Many people come here to imagine what life was like in the past.

There are 736 monasteris in Romania. These are buildings occupied by monks and nuns. Many people love to visit these painted buildings. 
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SOME PEOPLE TRAVEL to Hoia-Baciu. This is a spooky-looking forest covered by mist and moss. The trees are curved in a crooked way.

People like to go on ghost tours here.

It is believed to be the most haunted forest in the world.
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THE CĂRTUREȘTI CARUSEL Bookstore is one of the world’s largest and most beautiful bookstores. People from all over Europe travel to see it.
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HERE IS MY FRIEND FLORIN at the Cărturești Carusel bookstore.

The Church of St. Nicholas in Densus was built in the 13th century and still holds church services today!
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THE MAJOR RELIGIONS in Romania are Protestant and Catholic.

My favorite place to visit is the Bigar Waterfall.
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THIS WATERFALL IS MAGICAL to me. I love to go here! However, on June 7, 2021, a large part of the iconic mushroom-shaped rock formation collapsed due to natural causes

Have you been to a waterfall?

There are beaches, mountain trails, natural springs, spas, vineyards, medieval towns, and castles.
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SOME WELL-KNOWN CASTLES here are Bran Castle, Peles Castle, and Corvin Castle.
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THERE ARE EVEN MUDDY volcanos here!

They are shallow craters that erupt mud.

Would you ever want to see one of these?

I am wearing a traditional outfit in this picture.

We usually wear these on holidays or special occasions.
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What are some holidays we celebrate here in Romania?
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We celebrate the New Year, Easter, Christmas, National Union Day, and a special day called Children’s Day.

We celebrate children’s day or Ziua Copilului on June 1st. Teachers give certificates, communities display children’s artwork, and some families have big dinners.
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THE CARPATHIAN MOUNTAINS are found in Romania.

The landscape is divided almost equally into mountains, plains, and hills.
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THE WEATHER HERE IS considered mild. The average temperature in the mountains is 2 to 3 Celsius or around 37 degrees Fahrenheit.

In the plains area, the average temperature is 11 to 12 Celsius or 53 degrees Fahrenheit.

The Danube is the second-longest river in Europe and forms Romania's southern border with Bulgaria. It is 1,770 miles (2,850 km) long.

The Olt is one of the longest rivers entirely contained within Romania. It flows through the regions of Transylvania, Muntenia, and Oltenia, and before joining the Danube. The Olt River is approximately 615 miles (990 kilometers) long.

**
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NOW I WANT TO TELL you about some Romanian crafts and culture.

Romania is full of arts and crafts that people make with their hands! They paint beautiful Easter eggs with tiny patterns and bright colors using a special wax trick.
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GIRLS WEAR PRETTY BLOUSES called "ia" covered in colorful flowers and shapes stitched by hand. 

There are shiny pots from Horezu with fun rooster designs, tall wooden gates in Maramureș carved with swirls and stars, and cozy woven rugs with secret symbols that mean things like happiness and nature. 

These special treasures come from old family traditions and show how much Romanians love beauty, stories, and sharing their happy culture with everyone! 

Romania's got a bunch of fun old superstitions that people like to share, kind of like silly stories.

When you say something good (like "I'm super healthy!"), knock on wood three times to keep the good luck staying — it's like giving luck a high-five!

If a black cat walks in front of you, some folks believe it’s a bad luck sign. But hey, you can just turn around or say a silly rhyme to flip that luck back to good!
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IF YOU SPILL SALT, it might mean a tiny argument, but throwing a pinch over your left shoulder chases the bad luck away.

Grown-ups believe too much praise can bring a bit of bad luck, so they might wear a pretty blue eye charm called Deochi, or tie a red string to protect you.

In Romania, lots of people like to visit fortune tellers for fun, like a magical game where someone reads your palm, looks at cards, or even checks coffee cups to guess about love, luck, or what might happen next! Some grown-ups really believe it can tell the future, especially in villages or with special traditions, but many just do it for giggles and stories — it's like listening to a fairy tale adventure about yourself!

Goodbye, or La revedere (lah-reh-vay-day-ray). My cousin will tell you a little more about Romania now.
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BUNA (BOO-NAH) OR HELLO, my name is Alexandru.

I live in a small town
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