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    THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO


    AN ANALYTICAL APPROACH TO CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION IN A CAPITALIST SOCIETY


    The Communist Manifesto is a political pamphlet commissioned by the Communist League of London. Written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the Manifesto came into relevance with a series of political upheavals throughout Europe which are now referred to as the Revolutions of 1848. Although the text fell into obscurity for decades, it is now recognised as one of the most influential political documents in recent history.


    The text presents an analytical evaluation of the class struggle with respect to history and then present-day issues, and also deals with the issues with capitalism and the current capitalist mode of production. The Manifesto summarises the authors’ own theories about society, politics and the future of capitalist society.


    The Manifesto’s central argument is that development is inevitable and therefore capitalism is unsustainable in the long term. For the betterment of society, the world must adhere to a communist system in which private property is abolished and the class system is made redundant.
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          Key words:

          
            	Proletariat: the working class regarded collectively. They have no ownership of the means of production and are therefore forced to sell their own labour.


            	Bourgeoisie: the middle or upper class, associated with materialistic values. In the context of Marxism, the term refers specifically to the capitalist ruling class which owns most of the society’s resources, wealth and means of production.


            	Means of production: this term refers to the physical instrument of production (i.e. tools and machinery), methods of working (i.e. skills and division of labour) and the knowledge that can be applied to production (i.e. science and engineering).


            	Mode of production: this term refers to the economic structure that defines people’s standards of living in society. It consists of the means of production alongside the relations of production.

          

        

      

    

  


  
    CONTEXT


    THE AUTHORS


    Karl Marx was born on 5May 1818 in Trier, Germany. Marx studied law and philosophy at university and would later work as a journalist. Due to the controversial nature of his political publications, Marx was later exiled from many nations across continental Europe but would find home in London, where he lived with his wife, Jenny von Westphalen, for the remainder of his days.


    His most notable titles are of course The Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital, a three-volume theoretical text that delves further into Marx’s own political theory on the means of capitalism and details how a communist society would function. He died on 14 March 1883 in London. His theories on society, economics and politics would emerge to form the basis of Marxism.


    Friedrich Engels was born on 28November 1820 in Barmen, Germany. Despite his father owning large textile factories in both England and Germany, Friedrich became a communist. He even supported Marx financially, and would later edit two volumes of Das Kapital and publish Marx’s remaining notes in a fourth volume.


    Engels aided Marx in the development of Marxist theory and would later publish his own works, such as The Living Conditions of the Working Class in England, based upon several English cities that he had visited with his partner Mary Burns, who gave him the tour of severe poverty. Engels died on 5August 1885 in London. His relationship with Marx was a vital component in the production of The Communist Manifesto.


    CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND


    In the spring of 1847, Marx and Engels joined the League of the Just, an international Christian communist revolutionary organisation. The two quickly convinced the League to accept their ideas regarding critical communism, and the League eventually rebranded itself as the League of Communists. Engels took it upon himself to have the League create a new manifesto, as he believed that the version written by Moses Hess presented them poorly.


    The League eventually assigned Engels and Marx to write its new manifesto. Marx severely procrastinated in his task until the League delivered an ultimatum on 26January 1848, insisting that the final draft must be available by 1February. Marx was known to work better with a deadline and completed the manifesto, which later became known to the world as The Communist Manifesto, in less than a week.


    Marx is often credited as the sole writer of the Manifesto, and was presented as such by the League of Communists. However, Marx drew on the same ideas that he developed with Engels to write the Manifesto, so Engels’ involvement should not be disregarded.


    The Manifesto was written as a response to industrialisation, the upheaval of feudal society, appalling living standards of certain peoples and the growing wealth gap between classes in the 17th century across Europe. Engels himself had carried out extensive research on the poverty of this era, which he detailed in his book The Living Conditions of the Working Class in England.

  


  
    SUMMARY OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO


    The Manifesto opens with an introduction and is later broken up into four different sections, the last of which is a conclusion.


    INTRODUCTION


    The Manifesto begins with an introduction presenting how outsiders view both communism and the League of Communists. Marx claims that all the powers in Europe have allied themselves against communism and frequently denounce its ideals. He even goes so far as to state that these powers recognise communism as a power in and of itself.


    The introduction then details how the League of Communists have assembled in London in order to publish a manifesto that accurately depicts their ideals and aims, while also debunking any perceived slander from opposing powers. The preamble ends with a declaration that the Manifesto shall be published in English, French, German, Italian, Flemish and Danish.


    SECTION ONE: BOURGEOIS AND PROLETARIANS


    The first section of the Manifesto details the history of society and its development into the modern state. Marx states that society has always possessed a class system that oppresses the majority in favour of the minority. In medieval times this minority encompassed feudal lords, guilds and apprentices. The majority were the serfs who were forced to labour under this early industry.


    Marx states that development is inevitable and that certain systems are inherently incapable of surviving such a change, hence why feudalism perished. From this the industrial middle class emerged, but when the Industrial Revolution occurred, the class system shifted once more and thus the industrial middle class became the bourgeoisie.


    As Marx states in the opening of the section, “The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles”. The population is divided between the minority ruling class, the bourgeoisie, and the majority working class, the proletariat. At each stage of history the class struggle continues, ending in revolution that changes the perceived disenfranchisement of peoples.


    By controlling the development of production, the bourgeoisie have always managed to gain dominance in society. However, the bourgeoisie differ from previous ruling classes in that they cannot survive without revolutionising the means of production. Marx argues that this constant rate of development has isolated the individual person, as religion, community and culture do not hold the same relevancy as economic impact.


    This has severed the relationship between people and their superiors. In medieval times it was believed that the king was ordained by God, but now that faith in God has diminished in favour of capital, the relationship between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat has become more strained. Self-interest is the only relation between people in this capitalist society.


    The bourgeoisie needs continual growth in markets, as the expansion of capital will make them more powerful. As time goes, by fewer and fewer people will own the means of production, so the bourgeoisie will shrink in number. To ensure continued growth, the methods of production expand to other nations. National sovereignty and isolationism will become even harder to sustain as development continues. Free markets have replaced older systems and the bourgeoisie have increased their power.


    However, this continual development is unsustainable. Marx states that, just as feudal lords became redundant due to the Industrial Revolution, so too will the bourgeoisie. Marx believes that modern bourgeois society is in the process of turning on itself as overproduction becomes a major issue.


    These issues will ferment and cause a commercial crisis that will threaten the existence of the bourgeoisie. The productive members of this class will try to remedy these issues, but their solutions will only lead to more problems. As development continues, more problems will arise and the bourgeoisie will prove to be ineffective at solving future problems as each crisis diminishes their abilities. The constant need for growth and development that allowed the bourgeoisie to rise will be their own downfall.


    SECTION TWO: PROLETARIANS AND COMMUNISTS


    The second section of the Manifesto details the development of the proletariat. Marx states that it will be the proletariat who will inevitably destroy the bourgeoisie. The proletariat do not own any means of production and are thus forced to sell their own labour. The proletariat only exist to sell labour: if they cannot do so they cannot survive, and their labour is only valued so long as it increases capital.


    Due to innovation and the development of machinery, the proletarian worker becomes less useful to the bourgeoisie. As their labour decreases in both value and demand, so will their wage and living status. The proletariat will be abused by the bourgeoisie in all forms, whether they be an employer or a landlord.


    Marx details how the middle class, specifically the lower middle class, will eventually become the proletariat. The capital they have sustained will become redundant as innovation will replace the means of production they own. In the context in which Marx was writing, he was referring to tradespeople such as the tinsmith.


    The Manifesto then details the history of the proletariat, from the serf to the working-class employee. Since the class system was established, the proletariat and the bourgeoisie have been in a constant class struggle. The struggle is described to have been originated by individual labourers, but as communication between the class evolved, their ability to mobilise improved. Individual labourers became small groups of labourers; Marx details peasant riots as an example of this phenomenon.


    As innovation occurred, the proletariat became able to form unions. However, Marx points out that these unions were tainted by the involvement of the bourgeoisie and thus served their agenda. Each time the proletariat rises to form their own class, they are sabotaged by the competition of other workers. But Marx points out that each time they fail, they become stronger and that when other classes take advantage of the proletariat for their own ends, they give them the tools required to overthrow them.


    The Manifesto claims that the only true revolutionary class is the proletariat. Other classes that fight the bourgeoisie, such as the middle class, are only fighting to preserve their own capital and are thus conservative. The proletariat are historically unique in that those who have led previous revolutions have tended to be minorities who impose their own interests on the majority.


    By contrast, the proletariat are the majority, so they will ensure that the interests of the majority are upheld. Marx details the ten policies that this revolution will bring about to create a communist state and ensure that the proletariat become the ruling class, thus becoming their own masters.


    If the revolution is to be successful, Marx states that there must be an abolition of private property, establishment of a progressive inheritance tax, abolition of inheritance rights and confiscation of emigrants’ or rebels’ property, thus ensuring that all people are obliged to labour.


    The state will centralise credit, communication and transportation, and will be given the ability to appropriate factories. To ensure equality across the board, the population will be dispersed in such a way that city and village will be indistinguishable, and free education for children will be established.


    Marx believes that when all class distinctions have disappeared, public power will lose its political character. This is due to his belief that political power is simply the organised power of one class so that it can oppress another. When the proletariat eliminate the old conditions for production, they will render class conflict redundant.


    SECTION THREE: SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST LITERATURE


    The third section of the Manifesto provides a thorough explanation and critique of each branch of socialism Marx perceived in literature at the time.


    The first subsection of socialism is referred to as Reactionary Socialism. This includes Feudal Socialists, Petty-Bourgeois Socialists and German or “true” Socialists. These groups all fight the bourgeoisie and industrialisation but fail to acknowledge the necessary existence of the bourgeoisie in the context of history and the rise of the proletariat.


    Feudal Socialists encompassed French and English aristocrats writing about the bourgeoisie due to fear that their existence would radicalise the proletariat and cause them to overthrow the class system. Thus, their concern was purely out of self-interest.


    Petty-Bourgeois Socialists encompassed the middle class who voiced concern that they would lose their separate status and would become part of the proletariat if the bourgeoisie continued to rise. Their publications successfully showed the issue with overproduction, which Marx credits them for. However, their solutions always resulted in a return to previous modes of production or a continuation of these modes but with older property relations, none of which would benefit the proletariat.


    German or “true” Socialism referred to German thinkers who adopted French Socialism and elements of communism. However, these German thinkers did not realise that France had a different social order to them, and thus their radical ideas were tarnished. The German thinkers supported the aristocracy and feudal systems over the rising bourgeoisie, seeing that the severing of relations between the classes would cause the proletariat to become radicalised. These thinkers supported the same ideals as the Petty-Bourgeois and did not even acknowledge the existence of a class struggle. They are reactionary in that they want to maintain the status quo.
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    SECTION FOUR: POSITION OF THE COMMUNISTS IN RELATION TO THE VARIOUS EXISTING OPPORTUNITY PARTIES
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