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WHY YOU NEED THIS BOOK
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DISRUPTION: LIFELONG Learning in the Knowledge Economy is a survival guide for you and your children to succeed despite the disruption caused by the knowledge-based global economy.

Most scholarly papers or books barely focus on you.

Plus, the youth – your children – are disproportionately disadvantaged because of failing public schools in the United States.  Enough!

Instead, read on for actionable advice to make sure you and yours are prepared to overcome the difficult economic challenges posed by the knowledge-based economy.

While reading is power in an economy where education and innovation are highly valued, low reading skills among US youth pose a danger.

Even if you are not an avid reader now, after completing this book, you will be better ready to engage in lifelong learning and consume great ideas and profound thoughts in texts to better navigate the Digital Age.

Disruption: Lifelong Learning in the Knowledge Economy is written from the perspective of an English as Second Language educator with more than 9 years of experience preparing children, students, and professionals for success in the world economy. 

Get ready to prepare yourself and your children for success!

By the way – Subscribe to my weekly newsletter for more insights: jollybookjunke.com/01.

Professor Winn

www.jollybookjunkie.com
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INTRODUCTION
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LARGE- SCALE PARADIGM shifts are disrupting the interdependent global economy.

The peerless Brookings Institution refers to it as “Megachange” – dramatic economic disruptions, political upheaval, or social strife, among other things.1

In Disruption: Lifelong Learning in the Knowledge Economy, you get a ringside seat to the lurching switch from a manufacturing to post-industrial economy based on brains, not brawn.

Disruption focuses on the fundamentals to prepare yourself and your children to thrive in the new economy.

Here is a summary of the chapters that follow.

Chapter 1 covers the aspects and implications of a knowledge-based economy.

Chapters 2 and 3 address Lifelong Learning – the antidote to the rapid, chaotic change impacting you and your children now.

Chapter 4 gives parents, students, young professionals, experienced professionals, and retirees practical advice to overcome the current upheaval in the global economy.

Chapter 5 begins a journey to explore how reading helps you cope with the new economy.

Chapter 6 gives the author’s perspective of the challenges ahead.

Finally, I leave you with a few partings words and encouragement to use lifelong learning to succeed the disruption caused by the Knowledge Economy.
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END NOTES: INTRODUCTION
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1. Megachange: Economic Disruption, Political Upheaval, and Social Strife in the 21st Century, Chapter 1, Brookings,  https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/chapter-one-_-megachange.pdf
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CHAPTER 1: WHAT IS THE KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY?
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KNOWLEDGE IS OUR MOST powerful engine of production.

- Alfred Marshall, leading political economist, 1890

Knowledge, by its dictionary definition, is the facts, information, and skills acquired by a person through education or experience.

Epic shifts in human history, like from hunter-gathering to farming and the arrival of the Industrial Revolution 12,000 years later, are not rare however consequential.

Our Digital Age bypasses smokestacks for smartphones and tablets and heralds another important societal change that many may feel unprepared to compete.

The World Bank identifies four pillars of the Knowledge Economy.

1) institutional structures that provide incentives for entrepreneurship and the use of knowledge, 2) skilled labor and good education systems, 3) information and communication technologies (ICT) infrastructure and access, and, finally, 4) a vibrant innovation landscape that includes academia, the private sector and civil society.1

The Knowledge Economy today is based on the production, management, distribution and use of knowledge and information. 

Therefore, a premium is on literacy, computation, computer skills, and above all, a high-level education.

A new stratification of labor divides those with more credentials versus those with less.

For example, participation in the Digital Economy ranges from a retail store clerk reordering stock with a hand-held computer or tablet to a technician programming street lights in downtown Berlin.

There is no speculation on who receives higher compensation for their contributions to the Knowledge Economy.

Ahead in this chapter, it is important to deepen your understanding of the different types of knowledge.

Then, you gain an appreciation of the importance of the oft cited maxim – Knowledge is power.

Finally, I summarize the first chapter that sets up the exploration of learning, and thriving in the Knowledge Economy later in the text.
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Different Types of Knowledge
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TWO MAIN TYPES OF KNOWLEDGE are tacit and codified.

Each are interconnected.

A knowledge-based economy is characterized by the need for continuous learning of both codified and tacit information (the skill to use it).

Tacit knowledge comes from your own learning. 

This know-how (see below) is a class of knowledge that's difficult to communicate. 

An experienced chess player cannot easily show an average player how to become a grand master in a short amount of time.

The individualized nature of tacit knowledge makes it unique to every person.

On the other hand, codified knowledge is documented.

For example, the information in a textbook is recorded or codified knowledge.

Codified knowledge might be considered as the material to be transformed, and tacit knowledge, particularly know-how, as the skill for handling this material.2

Capabilities for selecting relevant and disregarding irrelevant information, recognizing patterns in information, interpreting and decoding information as well as learning new and forgetting old skills are highly coveted among businesses today.
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