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UNCOVERING FAITH

A Christian Devotional on GRACE
By Pastor Ellis Carrow

THIS DEVOTIONAL IS part of Why Would Jesus Do, a Christianity-based mission exploring the life, teachings, and mindset of Christ.

We release scripture-rich devotionals, books, and sermon resources every single week.

Our subscribers don’t wait they receive instant access to every new release, as well as our full back catalogue. Subscribe at WhyWouldJesusDo.com

This series is for believers who want to grow in truth, walk in obedience, and stay anchored in God’s Word.

Each week is written to challenge, encourage, and equip, whether you’re reading alone, praying with family, or preparing to teach.

Why Would Jesus Do isn’t just a question, it’s a spiritual undertaking. We follow what He did, how He lived, and WHY it still matters now.

We’re building a community of Christians who take the Bible seriously, live it boldly, and keep their eyes on eternity.

If that sounds like you, we’d love to have you with us.
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Opening Prayer
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Gracious Father,

We come before You with open hearts, ready to receive.
Your kindness reaches further than our failures. Your mercy outlasts our weakness.
Grace is not distant. It is here. It is You, offering what we could never earn.
We confess our pride.
The times we tried to prove our worth.
The times we performed instead of trusted.
The moments we carried shame You already lifted.
Forgive us for forgetting the cross was enough.
This week, teach us to live in Your grace.
Let it soak into our minds, our speech, our relationships.
Strip away the habits of striving.
Let grace soften our grip on control.
Show us the power of resting in what Christ has finished.
Jesus, You are full of grace and truth.
Speak clearly through every word in this devotional.
Let each line draw us nearer to Your heart.
Expose where we still carry guilt.
Reveal where we hold back forgiveness.
Free us to live boldly, anchored in grace.
Let our souls breathe deeply this week.
Let freedom rise where there was fear.
Let joy return where shame lingered too long.
Transform us by the power of grace.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
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Why GRACE Matters
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Grace is how the Christian life begins. It is the open door to salvation, the power that lifts us from sin, and the strength that carries us each day. Grace is the action of a holy God who chooses to love, forgive, and restore. It is undeserved, but never withheld. God gives it because He is full of mercy. Grace flows from His character and never runs dry.

When a person receives grace, everything changes. The heart softens. The guilt breaks. The distance between man and God closes. Grace brings people into the family of Christ, calls them clean, and gives them a new name. This is the power of the cross. Jesus died and rose to bring grace to the broken. His work makes it possible for anyone to walk in freedom, peace, and new identity.

Grace does more than restore. It builds. It strengthens. It teaches. Paul wrote in Titus that grace trains us to live self-controlled and godly lives. Grace does not only forgive what was done. It shapes what comes next. It sets a direction. It leads a person into wisdom, courage, and holiness. Grace prepares people to walk in the Spirit and obey with joy.

God’s grace removes the burden of proving worth. It invites people to rest in what He has already finished. There is no performance, no scoreboard, no competition. Those who live in grace stand firm because their foundation is solid. Their value is secure. Their past no longer controls the future. Their future belongs to God.

Grace reaches every part of life. It shows up in prayer, in worship, in daily choices. It makes space for healing, growth, and change. Those who receive grace are able to offer it. They are patient with others. They listen without judgement. They forgive quickly. They love with full hearts because they know what it means to be loved completely.

In the church, grace builds unity. It welcomes the outsider. It gives room for failure and hope for return. Grace keeps the door open for anyone who wants to come back. It gives leaders the courage to be honest. It gives members the strength to walk together without pride or shame. A church marked by grace carries the fragrance of Christ.

In daily life, grace renews the mind. It steadies emotions. It silences anxiety. It brings rest to the soul. Those who trust in God’s grace are not shaken by setbacks. They return quickly to the truth. They do not carry their sin or their success as their identity. They carry the name given to them by God. Beloved. Chosen. Redeemed.

Grace does not fade. It holds firm. It stays present in sorrow and in joy. It comforts the grieving and lifts the tired. It leads the strong with humility and gives the weak a reason to stand. Grace does not depend on the mood or the moment. It remains because Christ remains.

This is why grace matters. It keeps the heart alive. It builds confidence in God. It invites people to trust without fear. Those who walk in grace know they are held. They know the cross still speaks. They know their hope is steady. And they know the One who gives grace will finish what He started.
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What GRACE Isn’t
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Grace has been spoken of in many ways, but not all of them are true to Scripture. Some see it as soft or passive. Others treat it like a free pass with no call to holiness. But grace is neither weak nor careless. It is weighty. It is strong. It carries the full heart of God into the life of a person and makes lasting change possible.

Grace does not come to flatter. It comes to free. It does not avoid the truth. It walks right into it and brings light. Some people speak of grace as if it simply makes people feel better. Grace does bring peace, but it also brings clarity. It shows the cost of sin and then lifts the one who could never pay it. It brings conviction, but not condemnation. It tells the truth with kindness. It offers a better way.

Some believe grace removes the need to grow. They treat it like the end of the story. But grace is the beginning of movement. It is the reason change is even possible. Grace opens the door to repentance. It invites people to walk forward. A heart that has received grace becomes willing to learn. It becomes ready to obey. Grace clears the path and then calls the believer to walk it.

There are those who reduce grace to a concept. They treat it as an idea to accept rather than a force to experience. But grace is personal. It meets the soul. It reaches places that logic cannot. It does not stay at surface level. It works deep in the heart and begins to reshape what a person desires.

Others connect grace only to salvation. They speak of it at the beginning, but leave it behind as they grow. This leaves people striving again, forgetting the strength that first lifted them. Grace is not just a past event. It is an ongoing presence. The same grace that saved still speaks, still holds, still leads.

Sometimes grace is presented as a way to excuse. When failure happens, grace is mentioned quickly, but without reflection. This weakens the message. Grace is not a blanket tossed over sin. It is the blood of Jesus applied with purpose. It does not ignore the damage done. It heals it. It restores what was broken. It invites honesty, not avoidance.

There are circles where grace is kept distant. It is spoken of in doctrine but not shown in community. This creates pressure to hide. People begin to perform. They smile on the outside while wrestling on the inside. But grace creates space for truth. It welcomes the weak. It allows people to speak plainly. A grace-filled environment is not just preached. It is lived.

Grace has also been used to soften the call to holiness. When sin is treated lightly, grace is misunderstood. Grace never leads someone away from obedience. It strengthens the call. It reminds the believer who they belong to. It brings power to say no. It gives joy in doing what pleases God.

Real grace looks like Jesus. He touched lepers. He welcomed children. He forgave sinners. He called people to leave their old ways behind and follow Him fully. His grace was not shallow. It was full of truth and life. He never hesitated to call for change, but He always led with mercy. His grace gave people dignity, not permission to wander. It brought them home.

Understanding grace means receiving it without distortion. It comes from God, through Christ, by the Spirit. It is never weak. It never fades. It never bends to opinion. Grace remains steady. It draws people out of hiding and into light. It holds firm when everything shakes. It keeps working, even when others have stopped believing someone can change. Grace keeps going. Grace keeps giving. Grace finishes what it starts.
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What The Bible Says
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Ephesians 2:8–9
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”
This passage speaks with clarity. Salvation comes by grace. Faith is the means, but grace is the source. Paul strips away any claim to self-earned righteousness. There is no ladder to climb, no standard to meet, no effort that secures the gift. Grace is the starting point, the means, and the assurance. The verse confronts pride and gives rest to the weary. It gives courage to those who have failed. It gives peace to those who think they must work harder to belong. Paul reminds the church that they are standing because God gave them something they could never produce. Grace is not the reward for obedience. It is the ground where obedience grows. It builds humility. It creates praise. It leaves no room for boasting and every reason for worship.

Titus 2:11–12
“For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.”
Grace reaches every person. Paul writes these words to make clear that grace is not hidden. It has appeared. It is present and powerful. It brings salvation and it also brings instruction. Grace does not step back once a person is saved. It steps in. It shapes the way
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