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In a bar-restaurant somewhere in Portland, on a November night in 2023. A man named Fernando Mendes, a future cop currently at the police academy, rose from his seat.

— Honey, I’m just going to the restroom real quick, he whispered to his companion while straightening his suit jacket.

His ravishing wife nodded, picked up her champagne flute, and took a sip.

As he reached the hallway, Fernando began to hear an argument. The closer he got to the restroom door, the clearer the conversation became.

— I don’t have any money on me, gentlemen, the victim said suddenly, sounding deeply intimidated.

— We’re not small-change thieves, one of the thugs let slip.

— You’ve already been warned multiple times: if you keep defending John O'Connell and manage to get him released, the consequences will be terrible, added the second. 

— Discretion ensures longevity, gentlemen, the lawyer replied.

One of the two thugs slammed a particularly vicious punch into his stomach and shot back:

— You can shove your philosophy right up your ass, Mister Lawyer. 

The jurist, a stocky Caucasian with a face flushed crimson, red as a ripe tomato, struggled to adjust his glasses with trembling hands after the blow had sent him crashing to the floor. Kicks from both attackers began raining down on his ribs. The only thing he could do was scream for help. But that option was futile.

Suddenly, a lieutenant’s badge slipped from one of their pockets. The light metallic clang as it hit the
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