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            Dear Reader,

            Did you know there’s a Magic Tree House® book for every kid? From those just starting to read chapter books to more experienced
                readers, Magic Tree House® has something for everyone, including science, sports, geography, wildlife, history…and always a bit of mystery and magic!

            [image: Cover images with descriptions for each series: Magic Tree House; Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for readers who are just starting to read chapter books; F&P Level M. Magic Tree House Merlin Missions; More challenging adventures for the experienced Magic Tree House reader; F&P Level M–N. Magic Tree House Super Edition; A longer and more dangerous adventure with Jack and Annie; F&P Level P. Magic Tree House Fact Trackers; Nonfiction companions to your favorite Magic Tree House adventures; F&P Levels N–T]


            
                Happy reading!
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                When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures,
                    I want them to learn even more. So that’s why we write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House®
                    series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re
                    always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with
                    us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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            Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree
                        House® Fact Trackers:

            
                “They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

                “I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the
                    story.” —John R.

                “These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially
                        American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

                “[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You
                    can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

                “Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The
                    detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

                “[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact
                    Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in
                        Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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                Dear Readers,

                In Dogs in the Dead of Night, we had an adventure with Saint Bernard rescue dogs in the Alps. When we
                    got back home to Frog Creek, we read about how these famous dogs actually rescued people. We had a lot of questions. What did the dogs do when an avalanche struck? How did they
                    find people buried under the snow? How did they keep people alive until help arrived?

                To learn the answers, we did a ton of research. Together, we tracked the facts about dog heroes of all kinds, from many times and
                    places! What we found out is in this Fact Tracker book.

                We learned that dogs and people have been together for thousands of years.
                    We also learned that dogs have a powerful sense of smell that helps them find people. Dogs sniff a trail to track a scent. We are a little like that—but we track facts!
                    Instead of sniffing a trail, we research in books and on the Internet. So get your notebooks, get your backpack, and come be a fact tracker with us!
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            Dogs are everywhere! They’re in parks and on the sidewalks. They’re riding in cars and snoozing in the sun. Dogs are the most popular pet on
                the planet. In fact, they’re the first animals that people ever tamed.

            Scientists have found both human and dog fossils buried together in Iran, Iraq, and Israel. The fossils tell us that as long as 14,000 years ago, people and dogs
                lived together.

            Did you know that dogs are part of the wolf family? They come from gray wolves that roamed Europe and
                Asia thousands of years ago. It’s believed that some of the wolves began living near people. Slowly, over many years, these wolves evolved, or changed, into dogs.
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            Even today dogs are just another kind of wolf. It seems incredible that a huge Saint Bernard and a tiny
                Chihuahua (chee-wah-wah) share the same wolf ancestors.

            Once there were many thousands of gray wolves. Over the years, people destroyed much of their habitat. And because wolves ate livestock, farmers and ranchers
                often killed them.

            Today, gray wolves are an endangered species. But as you read this, over 400 million dogs are wagging their tails all over the world.

            Are Dogs Still Like Wolves?

            In many ways, dogs and wolves are alike. They both have really amazing senses of hearing and smell. Certain dogs such as malamutes and huskies even look like wolves.
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                The scientific names for wolves and dogs are almost the same. For wolves it’s Canis lupus. Dogs are
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