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Introduction
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When we choose to recover from the Trump/MAGA debacle, we must not try to return to the way things were before. The MAGA cult based their regime upon a host of wrongs and weaknesses we have harbored and normalized as a people since the beginning including: 

racism, materialism, classism, colonial arrogance, greed, fear of the Other, willful ignorance, sensuality, gluttony, bullying, violence, militarism ... 

Such ways are leading toward extinction. To de-normalize them we must re-engage and recommit to outgrowing such wrong behaviors.

This book is one of three volumes selected from my blog posts on horizongate.org starting in the year 2016 and extending through 2026. The viewpoint of these essays is that humanity must awaken to our spiritual self in order to evolve beyond the current degradation. Trouble indicates our New Self is in the labor of birth and experiencing resistance, pain and fear. Newness sometimes has the appearance of chaos because it is yet unknown. But we do know from past mistakes and successes that we can move away from destructive behavior toward thriving Life. 


Over-consumption of the earth’s resources is not moving towards thriving Life. 

Abusing fellow creatures in lawless militarism and industrialization is not moving toward thriving Life. 

Taking resources from most of humanity and giving them to a privileged few is not moving toward thriving Life. 

Lawlessness, privilege and exceptionalism for the wealthy are not moving toward thriving Life. 




New paradigms are knocking at the doors of the religion which sanctified the Trump/MAGA cult. My hope is that their constituents will awaken to the freedom and Truth which humanity has been discovering about the universe and God’s presence in the here-and-now. The cultures and subcultures of religions are called to unite old revelation with on-going revelation as we learn and grow in our walk with God. There is no place for the old, long-debunked visions of militant nationalism and fascism. 

This compilation is an effort to make my contemplation during these dark years more accessible to others who do not search the web for blogs. Hopefully, as our website expires in years to come, or as the Internet becomes more restricted, this publication will extend the help that I have intended.

My aim is not to get everyone to agree with all that I say here. This is simply my contribution to the conversation, freely acknowledging that I am learning and growing as I hope everyone is committed to. Let us all share what we discover and stop trying to make humanity stay as we are.

At this writing most of the images illustrating these essays are available to purchase in various configurations through our Visual Arts Page. 
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Mark R. Turner, February 2026
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Getting Wealth
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January 06, 2021
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“The Spirit in Our Hands”, 33” x 25”, digital drawing, Mark R. Turner. The actions we take and the deeds we do can be inspired and guided by the Spirit of God.
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[Note: As I wrote this essay the insurrection incited by Trump was in process. Only after I posted it did I begin to realize what an atrocity was unfolding. As the weeks followed, our eyes gradually opened to the new extremes Trump and his MAGA cult would take to satisfy their greed for power. This essay examines aspects of this consuming greed.]
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My wife, Donna, and I were reminded of our youthful choice to live counter culturally when we viewed a documentary outlining the systemic favoring of “whites” over “blacks” in wealth building. Blocking dark skinned people from the privileges of the generational wealth building enjoyed by light skinned people was one of the characteristics that deterred us from immersing ourselves in the prevailing wealth building systems. But even if race had not been invented as a way of eliminating competition, our view would still be that the emphasis on devoting one’s life to material gain is an incomplete view of humanity. To the extent that wealth building determines the way anyone lives, they are the slaves of wealth building.

The overriding prejudice is against those who do not have their own wealth, regardless of “race.” If you do not have self-sufficiency, you tend to be ostracized. It might be said that poverty is an equalizer of all people. This is why we choose entrepreneurialism over dependence upon a position in systems devoted solely to material wealth, not so we can be “ostracized” but to pursue a better way.

A Self-Destructive System

In the common materialistic system, one’s degree of honor and power grows in relation to the extent of one’s self-sufficiency, the amount of material wealth enabling a person to be independent of the community. In this way the community matters only to the extent that it helps you insulate yourself from its needs and challenges. This is essentially a self-destructive system.

So it goes that everyone is encouraged and enticed to devote their lives to the pursuit of the highest level of material empire possible. The idea is that while laboring toward some kind of personal utopia, everything else valued by humans, the “intangibles” such as spiritual life, are okay if you 1.) can get a job to manage them, 2.) eventually earn the leisure to attend to them, or 3.) are able to squeeze in a little, regular time slot for them.

The Alternative Way of Faith

Jesus demonstrated the way of trusting God to provide for all as we each care for the others — the way of Love rather than the way of hierarchy, competition, greed, self-sufficiency, independence, suspicion, and defense against each other — all of which engenders poverty, injustice, racism, war, violence, abuse, and slavery. In contrast, it is with all poor and marginalized that Christ stands in solidarity, regardless of race.

Many consider the way of faith as, at best, an optional method of support for the main goal of material wealth, though many have turned it into another scheme of empire building. I have struggled to learn by trial and error how to live spiritually in a society focused on the material. On one hand I have been taught to keep God within limits by retreating into a subculture emphasizing only the spiritual, while on the other hand I have lived among those who use the “God idea” to sanctify materialism and justify white privilege.

The Faith I Am Learning

I believe that the Spirit we cannot understand, who created us and all things, is able to expand us. It has been my experience that this faith fuels creativity and equity. Often it looks like a kind of cooperative entrepreneurialism. Donna and I have inherited our entrepreneurial attitude from our ancestry. It has long been associated with spirituality, teaching us to trust God to amplify what we can do by the labor of our hands and minds. It is a belief in collaboration and partnership between people and between us and God, the belief that humans are co-creators with our Creator. (For those who appreciate the biblical basis, Google these: Genesis 1:27-30; I Corinthians 3:9, 16-17; Colossians 1:9-20; Ephesians 2:10)

The entrepreneur views the challenges and needs of life as opportunities for collaboration, for the community to join forces and act as a Body without artificial exclusion. Each member does their part and enjoys the benefits that are discovered by that Body regardless of the part they contributed; notice no reference to the color of their skin! A key place where we get this is in the Apostle Paul’s description of the Body in which no member suffers dishonor. (I Corinthians 12:12-31; Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:15-16)

Dissolving injustice, racism, and disparity between rich and poor, must have some basis in teaching and demonstrating how to awaken to our True Selves as co-creators with God, rather than doubling down to the pursuit of material wealth for the few who succeed. Material wealth is not the solution to inequity, but it can be an evidence that inequity has departed from our souls. When that occurs, every single individual will enjoy the wealth of Creation.

As entrepreneurs we affirm the merger of material and spiritual. Forgoing the “benefits” of materialism, we exercise faith that humble, honest creativity aimed at blessing humanity and creation will be supported and rewarded by God. It is based on seeking communion with God both personally and communally in humility and solidarity with the poor and marginalized.

How I Try to Live It

My faith seeks the guidance of the Spirit in my material actions, the inspiration of the Spirit upon my intellect and imagination, even the Spirit’s gift of energy in my body to make new parts of the universe. The parts I make are meant to promote Love and to awaken others to their own life in the Body of God. This requires me to minimize connection to systems devoted solely to materialism and give priority to instances of the contemplative community which demonstrate the merging of material and spiritual.

To merge the material and spiritual is an intentional pursuit done in prayer and behavior, trusting and communing with God in contemplation, deed and word. Our view of the world becomes, as Richard Rohr says, “a world where matter is inspirited and spirit is embodied.” So far this is my description of spiritual entrepreneurialism. 

This is the next step in human development: the choice to merge with the Spirit who made us, to awaken to the reality that we, as the creation of God, are the extension (children) of God. Choosing to live and behave on this basis engenders


openness and respect toward the Spirit and others

trust in and receptiveness to guidance from the Spirit 1.) directly, 2.) through others past and present, and 3.) through knowing the rest of creation

humility to learn and change

a growing ability to collaborate with others in creating and stewarding the universe

living contentedly, optimistically, and joyfully in the moment

promoting community of Love as the Body of the Spirit (See the last essay December 2, 2020, “Power of the Tiny Particle,” Volume I, page 110)


A New Kind of Engagement

This is a call to open to the much more powerful aspects of creation also known as Love, inspiration, eternal life, the way of healing, progress and abundance for everyone without threat of loss and death. This is a call for humanity to take the next step up in maturity.
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​Check What You Believe
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February 3, 2021

[image: ]

“View from the Nest,” 88.3”x55.6”, photo collage, Mark R. Turner (with help from Jon Sailer and the Hubble Space Telescope).
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Puzzling over the massive delusions rampant in our populace, I have written many pages of analysis counseling the reader to Check What You Believe, but too many words; words too limited. I am choosing the wisdom of sparse, poetic lines to aid contemplation. Though I do not usually “explain” my poems, I offer a few comments to help with this one after you read it.


Breath awakened

The squeak in the nest

Unknown to an oblivious world

But not to the one who sat

Waiting patiently.



And when the shell

Gave way to growth

In time the insignificant rose

To sound out and turn

Those with deeper ears

To marvel at the flying song;



So, too, those who push out and breathe,

Move and sound out

Over and over,

Make the marks,

Dance and turn the heads

To consider what is,

What is more,

What is beyond,

What, who we are.



I am one

Of you the on-going vine

Emerging from sleep,

Finding my voice,

Turning to your response,

Making a new vibration with others,

Knowing the context embracing us

As we pass complex temporalities,

Invent passing beauties

We try to keep

As they fade and crumble

To the passing shore,

Leaving in us the impressions

Of an enriched texture

With each passing creation.



Fearfully we accompany

One another forward unknowing.

One or the other grasps

At some old fragment,

Trying to stay forever

At a comfortable spot,

Afraid to lose

What we had gained,

Fierce to force an old way

Upon this evolving stream,

To hoard a known

Rather than acknowledge

The expanse of our glory.

We convince the rest

Of an illusion more secure

Than reality dawning

So beyond imagination

It is not limited to words and squeaks

In this nest crying

For another morsel

From our attentive mother.







Mark R. Turner

Feb. 2, 2021

Snowdrop House

more poems on our Poetry Page





This is about us flowing through time and ever-changing circumstance. We are created with the essential capacities to communicate and interact as a complex context. The poem notes our angst to try and stop the flow, or control it by some temporal invention, to attempt to replace reality with illusions, or at least force everyone to deny the unimaginably glorious destiny toward which we move.

That destiny we find too frightening, too uncontrollable, a state of being that possesses us and will not become our own commodity. This is the metaphor of the helpless, frail creature being born to the mercies of a parent in an unknown reality. It is us in a constant state of being born, dependent on One we cannot comprehend, but can count on for comfort, provision and protection, One who we can Love and sense their Love. We are frightened and reassured, full of doubt and yet affirmed, moving on and on, growing, ever growing.

Best not to resist the goodness, but to cooperate and participate with these capacities gifted to us. Cast off the delusions and rebuff those who appeal to our preferences acquired from TV and movie fantasies. Stop living escapist storylines that claim we can reverse the fabric of reality if we just concentrate en masse. Someone has been playing Harold Hill from The Music Man appealing to “the think system,” or Peter Pan claiming you can fly based purely on thoughts of your preferences. (Hey, I tried it right after the Mary Martin broadcast of Peter Pan, Dec. 8, 1960, and claimed afterwards that I did actually fly (for a split second). My brothers kindly made ambiguous responses.)

Take courage and faith that real Goodness is both beyond you and for you, in you and in the rest of us too.
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Death Is Okay, Right?
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May 3, 2021
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“Emerging to Light,” 25”x19”, digital painting, Mark R. Turner. There is still darkness, but we can keep emerging to our high destiny.
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As a young person I was oblivious of death, and this was represented by my favorite poem in college, Dylan Thomas’ “Fern Hill,”  


(first stanza)



“Now as I was young and easy under the apple boughs

About the lilting house and happy as the grass was green,

The night above the dingle starry,

Time let me hail and climb

Golden in the heydays of his eyes, ...





I didn’t pay much attention to or even comprehend the aspects of the poem that dealt with aging and the limit to life.

(last stanza)


“... Oh as I was young and easy in the mercy of his means,

Time held me green and dying

Though I sang in my chains like the sea.”



Read the whole poem. 

As we age, we notice death occurring more frequently, coming closer and closer to home.  Now I appreciate Thomas’ poem in its fullness as people close to me pass away, with the upsurge of deaths globally due to COVID19 and gunning one another down becoming normalized self-expression.

Death can be denied as a “leftist conspiracy” which can be snubbed by ignoring health guidelines and standing aloof from the community struggling to save lives with vaccines. Some of us would kill to keep and use their stockpiles of guns and ammunition. Attitudes manifest about “inferior others” being expendable to keep “us the best humans” on top. Many think it wrong for a former policeman to be convicted of murder for brutalizing an “inferior” detainee to death.

In America minimizing death often goes along with the doctrine of personal liberty. Independence and individualism are cited as values essential to the presumed ultimate state of being: “freedom.”  But what is called “freedom” often means having no responsibility to anyone other than myself and those I choose. It implies that I am not connected to anyone or anything else — unless I want to be.

This is a remnant of the brute animal in humanity. But we have become aware of being part of a greater whole.

Love is the energy that is creating this Whole and all that is needed for life, including the capacity to moderate our anti-social behaviors. Love revolutionizes our self-centeredness by awakening us to our universal connection to each other and all of Creation. Being so connected, we care for, respect, defend, heal, reform, nurture and promote the good for all beings and things; we join with those in pain and trouble, walking with them seeking well-being together.

... because it is us we are shooting, hacking down, polluting and draining the life out of. Is this not self-hate? We do not do such things to those we love.


“Beloved, let us love one another for love is of God and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”  I John 4:7-8
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Difference: The Field of Creation
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June 9, 2021
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“Zion Hidden Cove,” 6”x8”, photo, Mark R. Turner. Found off a long trail in Zion National Park, 2007, I sat listening to the trickle of the water and contemplating the gap that was formed by the red rock walls making a haven for the green trees, stream, animals, and me.
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When we look at a painting on the wall, or a sculpture in a park, we are looking at a physical manifestation of the artist. In a sense the artist is present because they deposited some of themselves into the paint, or bronze. They brought forth from their intangible self a unique arrangement by which they formed tangible materials to present to our eyes. We could say that of anything any entity makes.

All of us can make and place parts of ourselves in the world intentionally and unintentionally. By this our presence affects more than the spot where we consciously sit.

Our impulse to make is an outgrowth of our consciousness and the drive to relate to the Whole. We sense the network of makers covering the world who also affect what we make. The lone artist or writer isolated in their studio is in reality weaving their contribution to the web of connectedness.

This drive to extend ourselves out and add our part to the growing Whole is energized by whatever causes life. We point to those who are most visible in their exploits of exploration, innovation, and invention, but everyone has the fire moving us forward.  We






	A man (Part A) is robbed, beaten and left lying beside the road to Jericho.

	After two capable people pass by without helping, the Samaritan (Part B) approaches.

	The difference factor: A, probably a member of the dominant class, is helpless and in need like a gap that has been opened. B is in a subordinate class, an excluded minority, and has the means to fill the gap.

	The choice factor: B must choose whether to give the time, effort and expense to connect, or instead pass by.

	The Life Energy – giving polarity (giving to the other): B is feeling the intangible impulse from the energy we call compassion/Love.

	The Life Energy – reception polarity (receiving the other): A has the difficult position of being the helpless one on the receiving end, the gap that has opened.

	B makes the decision we have learned to emulate through the ages, to fill the gap, risk engagement with the difference in hope of goodness resulting in the world. He medicates and bandages A’s wounds, puts him on his donkey and takes him to an inn where he pays for a bed and care until he returns to check on A’s recovery and pay any remaining bills.

	Resulting New Creation: A community is created between two different kinds of people and begins to include others such as the innkeeper, and those who observe the story through the ages. Commerce (the use of money and business) is made to serve good. The life of the robbed man is saved with countless ramifications in the rest of his sphere of influence. The life of the Samaritan and his sphere of influence is affected by the incident. The world of the innkeeper is affected. The life story of each person involved expands into the world because the Samaritan in compassion crossed boundaries.
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