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Ellis walked into her office after supper break, just in time to catch the phone ringing.

"Hello."

"What the hell is wrong with your dad?"

Instantly recognizing Katie's voice, Ellis cleared her throat. "Well, hello to you too—how are you?"

Katie sighed. "I'm sorry, I didn't mean to jump you like that. I called my mom during supper break and she said your dad has been driving by the house real slow the last few days. He'd better not stop there or call and upset her again like before."

"Katie, I had no idea he was doing that. Hell, I don't know what he thinks he's doing, but I'll talk to him about it tomorrow. I haven't told them that I'm dating someone new, so he probably figures you and I are getting back together."

Katie hesitated. "So, why haven't you told them about Lynn? I mean, y'all are still seeing each other, right?"

"Katie, I'm..."

"Damn it, I'm doing it again. I'm sorry, Ellis. I don't mean to be so nosey when it comes to you and Lynn. I just can't seem to help myself when it comes to you dating someone. I think it's because I'm afraid you are going to get hurt, and I know that after what I did to you that that is probably pretty funny to you. Please, just see if you can straighten your dad out and keep him away from my mom."

"I'll talk to him, but you know he's stubborn as a mule, especially when it comes to you and me seeing each other."

"Okay, thanks, Ellis. Sorry again for barking at you like that. I'll talk to you later."

Ellis sighed as she heard Katie hang up the phone. "Shit, that's just what I need, for him to start something up again."

Thinking back to all of the things that Jim had done when she and Katie were dating made her blood boil. She rubbed her temples as she felt a headache coming on. "Oh, please don't let him get crazy like he did before."

When Ellis walked into her bedroom after work that Friday night she immediately noticed papers moved around on her desk and a couple of drawers not closed completely on her dresser. She glanced around, wondering what had gone on, and it dawned on her that her stepfather was being nosey again. She thought to herself that it must really be driving him crazy not to know who she was dating or anything about what was going on in her love life.

She changed clothes, getting ready for bed, and straightened up things around her room. She was about to call Lynn when she heard a knock on her door. "Come in."

"Hey, sweetie. Did you have a good night at work?"

"It was pretty good, I guess; glad I don't have to work tomorrow night. Who's been in my room, Mom?"

Carol sighed. "It was your daddy. He thinks you're hanging out with Katie again, since you're going off and not telling us who you're seeing. I guess he thought he could find something in here to give him a clue about who you're seeing so much."

"I'm not hanging out with Katie, so he can relax. And also tell him to stop driving by her parents' house, while you're at it. If he's going to start in with me again about whoever I hang out with, then maybe I need to move out, because I'm not going to deal with his crap again like when Katie and I were friends."

"I didn't know he was driving by Helen's house. I'm sorry, Ellis. I don't know why he gets so crazy about this stuff, but it just really gets to him not knowing who you're seeing. I'll try to keep him out of here and off your case about everything. I know he doesn't want you to move out again. He's been so happy since you've been back home with us."

"I know y'all are happy that I'm home, but my personal life is not something that he gets to control, and I'm not going to stay here and put up with all the shit that he pulled before. I'm just not going to do it, Mom."

"Okay, I'll do my best to keep him under control. You get some rest and I'll see you in the morning. Just let me talk to him. I don't want you losing your temper talking to him and y'all getting into a big fight."

"Alright, I won't talk to him about it yet, but if he doesn't back off we're going to have trouble."

"I'll talk to him, just get some rest. Goodnight, sweetie, love you."

Ellis hugged her mom, kissing her on the cheek. "I love you too, Mom. Goodnight."
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Ellis brushed her teeth and then climbed into bed, trying to calm herself down as she dialed Lynn's number.

"Hello."

"Hey, it's me. You're not sleeping already, are you?"

"No. I was grading some papers while I waited on your call. I was beginning to think you decided not to call me after all."

Ellis hesitated, annoyed at her dad. "Sorry, my mom came in to talk to me when I got home and I'm just now getting in the bed."

Lynn stopped grading papers, hearing the hesitation in Ellis' voice. "Is everything okay?"

"Yeah. I'm just annoyed 'cause my dad has been in my room nosing around trying to figure out if I'm seeing Katie again. He just can't stand not to know who I'm seeing and know everything that's going on in my life. I told my mom that if he starts up with all the same crap he pulled when Katie and I were friends that I would move out again."

"Was he that bad?"

Ellis giggled. "Oh, Lynn, I'm almost afraid to tell you everything he did."

"That bad... really."

"Let me put it this way: he called Katie's mom while he was drunk and told her the reason Katie and I were spending so much time together was because it was a 'gay thing'. That's just the tip of the iceberg of everything that he pulled trying to keep Katie and me apart."

"Are you serious? He really called and said that to her mom? Oh god, what did she say?"

"She hung up on him and glared at Katie and me, wanting some kind of explanation. Katie played it off as if he was just drunk and wouldn't remember what he had said the next day. It worked, and her mom went to bed thinking that was the truth. Now on top of him nosing around in my room I got a call from Katie tonight saying that he has been driving by her parents' house a lot the last few days, and she's afraid he's going to stop by and give her mom a hard time."

Ellis waited for Lynn to say something, then nervously she asked, "Lynn? I didn't scare you with that, did I?"

"Oh, no, sorry, I was just thinking that would have given my mom a heart attack or something. Do you think he's going to get that bad again?"

"I don't know. I hope not. I make pretty good money, but things would be really tight for me if I moved out by myself. Rent and utilities on top of my car payment, insurance, and tuition would be rough."

"Do you want me to move in with you?"

Ellis giggled, "Oh, I wasn't saying all that to try to get you to move in with me. Not that I wouldn't want to live with you, but I mean don't you think it's too soon for us to be thinking about moving in together?"

"Well, yeah, as a couple I do, but I need to find a place so I can get out of Bev and Sue's hair over here. Do you think we could live together and not be a full-fledged couple yet? I mean have separate bedrooms and not fool around or anything until we are sure we are ready. We could even date other people if we wanted to until we're sure about being serious with each other. Could we manage just friends and roommates during the week and date, nights, on the weekend? Or is that just a crazy idea from the start?"

Ellis hesitated. "Uh, I don't know. I guess that could work. I hadn't thought about that possibility, with our relationship being so new and all. I guess we could start looking at places and see how things are going if we find something that we both like. When we find a place we'll decide if we think we can handle that or—who knows?—depending on how long it takes to find a place we may be serious enough for it not to be a big deal. As long as you promise me if you change your mind or don't feel absolutely comfortable with it when it comes time, you'll talk to me about it."

"I will, Ellis. I hope you don't feel like I'm pushing you into moving in together already. I just think if we both need a place, and things continue to go as good as they've been going
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