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If we seek to find Life, we need to walk in the Kingdom of Life. Today, believers are more wrapped up in church activity, which is in essence these days mere captivity to religion. And religion blinds us to the truth, for it cages us in traditional and worldly ways.

Throughout the life of Jesus, He only preached Kingdom. Nothing else. In the Lord’s Prayer, methods, service modules and gender inequality have absolutely nothing to do with the Kingdom.

Just so, in Matthew 6, as Jesus taught about praying for the Kingdom to come, He also included in His teaching (verse 33) about seeking the Kingdom and His righteousness (implying walking in His Ways) then the rest will be added (life, hope, joy, and strength and spiritual prosperity).  Take also into consideration John 3 where the Lord taught about the importance of being reborn again in Spirit, and unless you are reborn (new creation) you cannot see the Kingdom of God.

Therefore, it is clear: We need to seek the Kingdom above all else, but we can only walk in the manifested reality and glory of the Kingdom once we walk by Spirit, implying surrendering first our kingdom, laying down our crown and denying the Self. 

If we seek His Kingdom, then our kingdom (our ways, agendas, ideas) need to die as well. What we believe to be truth, or the right way, or the correct path, needs to be surrendered as we seek the true way of the Lord, which is the Way of the Kingdom. Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life, meaning He is the WAY of the Kingdom, and if we seek the Kingdom then we need to follow the Lord Jesus in Spirit and Truth.

There is no other way except the way of the Kingdom. Our problem is not always surrendering to the Kingdom of God, therefore submitting above all to the Spirit of the Lord. It says in John 3:30 that we must decrease so that the Lord may increase. It is that simple. We need to die unto the Self and take up the cross if we seek to follow the Kingdom. We can only be a new creation once we have died unto the Self and have allowed God’s Kingdom to completely and utterly take hold of us. 

The kingdom is not religion. We need to understand religion is a foolish set of beliefs born out of the imagination of man. It is carnal, for it is devoid of the Spirit of Truth. It is born out of the fleshly perception, out of tradition, past experiences, cultural brainwashing and incorrect indoctrination. It says in 2 Timothy 2:23: But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.

There is great division among “churches”, but not the Kingdom, because churches are run as religious institutions and by those with a religious mindset. Because of religion, churches are divided because of foolish and ignorant disputes. Religion and carnality produce strife and division.

I have heard how it is said the cornerstone of people’s faith in the church or that if we do not belong to a certain denomination we cannot be ministered to. Or how about somebody cannot marry or bury someone from a different denomination. This is pure religion and this is evil by design. It separates people from a true relationship with God, as they forget our true foundation and hope is not the institution of the church but rather the living Lord Himself! It says in 1 Corinthians 3:3: For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?

Churches are marked by strife and divisions, for we seek the carnality of religion and thus behave indeed like men instead of sons and daughters of the Kingdom. For this reason, we sit with thousands of Protestant denominations, all vying to hold onto their “own” truth and “traditions” and customs. And then we have the Catholic and Anglican and Greek Orthodox churches holding onto their “own” truths, traditions and customs, yet we are supposed to be serving the same Lord and the same Kingdom. What separates us is religion, and it will continue to produce strife unless we address it by returning to Kingdom values, customs and truths.

We are also reminded of "Romans 13: 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts."

Indeed, we are called to walk properly, which means walking in the ways of the Kingdom, and not in religion which breeds the works of the flesh and thus fulfils the lusts of the flesh. For this reason, churches are marked by immoral behaviour, greed, lust and envy because of the carnality within their midst. This is because of a people that no longer seek the true value of the Kingdom, but like the Pharisees and Sadducees, seeks the ways of religion. And such ways also breed tradition and legalism, which in the end leads people further away from the divine truth of the Kingdom. After all, the Pharisees and Sadducees could not even see the truth, even when the Truth Himself stood before them! And just so the churches of today have become spiritually blind because of religion and traditions.

People these days are taught church and not Kingdom, meaning the doctrines and traditions and ways of a denomination, instead of the singular truth and way of the eternal Kingdom of God. And we have to remember all denominations or even individual singular churches were started by one person or a group of people, thus the denomination or church group is built upon the “truth” of such a person or group of people. Last time I checked Jesus was still the head of the Ecclesia (wrongly translated as church in the English language) meaning He still calls all the shots, not man!

The Kingdom is only built upon the truth of One – Jesus. In the Kingdom, there is one vision, one truth, one Spirit and one mission. Jesus remains the Lord and King, and never man. It says in "1 Corinthians 14:20 that the “kingdom of God is not in word, but in power”. It also says in "Romans 14:17: For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."

The Kingdom of God is one of power. It is not religion, because religion deals with the will of man which digresses to trivialities such as meat, drink, dress code, the ambience, style of music and so on. The Kingdom of God is about holiness, and purity, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, one finds life, hope, light and love. The first disciples walked in power as recorded in the Book of Acts. They walked in the might of the Lord for they preached the Kingdom (there was no formal church as what we know it today).

Remember, they were told to wait in Jerusalem for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit would enable them to receive power from on high. Jesus alluded to the importance of being born again by the Holy Spirit in John 3. The disciples were empowered to walk in the power of the Kingdom because they moved in the power of the Holy Spirit who led and guided them in all Kingdom Truth! We cannot walk in the power of the Kingdom if we fail to submit and move completely in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit is the one that grants us the wisdom, might, power, knowledge and counsel to preach Kingdom and not fall in the pitfalls of religion!

2 Corinthians 3 (KJV): 6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. Indeed, the Kingdom of God brings life, but religion destroys. We are urged to preach the Kingdom, for the Kingdom is the Spirit that brings life, while religion comprising of our traditions and customs eventually kills. Those who stand with the Kingdom are not divided but they are united by one truth for there is no division of doctrine or truth in the eternal Kingdom.

There is thus a radical difference when we pray with this mindset as the Kingdom is vastly different from the modern-day church as we know it. When John the Baptist began his ministry in earnest, he cried to the people to repent for the Kingdom was at hand. He was referring to the King coming to re-establish His dominion on earth – Jesus.

The shocking truth is Jesus hardly taught grace, wealth, deliverance or healing. He taught Kingdom principles. Why? Because they who follow the King and the ways of His Kingdom walk in the authority of the King (Jesus) and such authority rests the power of healing, deliverance and grace. 

Mark 16 is a natural occurrence for it is the way of the Kingdom: "15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen."

Jesus just spoke about the Kingdom. He was so filled with the Kingdom that even when teaching according to parables it was all about the Kingdom. It says:

Matthew 13:24 (KJV): Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field... 

Matthew 13:31 ((KJV): Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field...

Matthew 13:44 ((KJV): Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

It is indeed all about the Kingdom! It is about the King in Heaven and the Kingdom there is only one truth. On earth, thousands of church denominations are constantly preaching and teaching “truths” that are contrary to the truth and the way of the Kingdom. There is one King over the Kingdom which is Jesus, and not man. We are called to be servants and ministers of the Kingdom, and not merely of a church denomination or organisation.

Surely we may say the Church is the representation of the Kingdom on earth. This is, however, not the case if you look at how we have institutionalised this organisation, adorned with religious decorations and man-made rituals and customs, some of them even pagan. We are after all the believer in the church. And we have not been called to build a church or attend a church but to BE the church. The church is the royal priesthood of believers – a building of flesh and blood, reborn by the divine Spirit.

Understanding the concept of Church

BEFORE WE EVEN LOOK at the differences between our modern-day understanding of the church compared to the Kingdom, or what it means to live for the Kingdom, consider first the concept of the church as we know it.

The correct Greek word for Church in the New Testament is Ecclesia which appears approximately 115 times in NT. That's just in this one grammatical form. It appears also in other forms. And in every instance, except three, it is wrongly translated as "church" in the King James Version. Those three exceptions are found in Acts 19:32, 39, 41. In these instances, the translators rendered it "assembly" instead of "church." But, the Greek word is the same as the other multiple entries where it was changed to "church" wrongly.

We get the word Church from the Old English and German word pronounced "kirche." In Scotland, it was "kirk." In the earlier Greek It was pronounced "ku-ri-a-kos" or "ku-ri-a-kon." The meaning of "Ku-ri-a-kos" is understood by its root: "Ku- ri-os," which means "lord." Thus, "kuriakos" means "pertaining to the lord." It refers to something that pertains to, or belongs to, a lord. This had nothing to with the idea of ecclesia.

The Greek word "ecclesia" is according to the Encyclopedia Britannica defined as: In the New Testament, "ecclesia" (signifying convocation) is the only single word used for the church. It (ecclesia) was the name given to the governmental assembly of the city of Athens, duly convoked (called out) by proper officers and possessing all political power including even juridical functions.

In Greece therefore an ecclesia had no resemblance to our modern understanding of the church. Ecclesia was a civil assembly in Athens even before the writing of the New Testament. 

Therefore, an "ecclesia" was originally a select civil body, summoned or convoked for a particular purpose. What, then, did the writers of the New Testament mean when they used the word "ecclesia" to describe a Christian body of people? We can assume that they intended to convey the original Greek meaning of the word: a body of Christians called out of the Roman and Judean system to come together into a separate civil community. It meant a politically autonomous body of Christians under no king but Jesus; under no other jurisdiction but that of Jesus. No man ruled them! Only Christ and not one person or a body of people. And that was the reason these same Christians ran into trouble with kings and rulers; were arrested, crucified and martyred. They dropped Caesar as their King and took up Christ! They wanted no other ruler except Jesus!

The early disciples preached Kingdom meaning they were announcing ANOTHER KING! Not Caesar! This was a king who was bigger than Caesar. They were at war! The disciples were kingdom builders. They were dethroning rulers in the minds of the people and alienating them from the mental hold Caesar had upon them through heathenistic (central) government. They were teaching the principles of the eternal government. They were putting forth the call of God to whoever would hear and obey, and those whose hearts responded to the call became citizens of Christ's kingdom and joined themselves to the ecclesia, or community of believers.

Why is all this important, considering Jesus just preached Kingdom and nothing else? Because we are here to establish His Kingdom here on earth, not the politics or agenda or the way of the methods of an institution called a church. We are here to glorify ONE KING and not power-hungry men or women who act like demigods. Such politics or agenda of a denomination or an independent church started with one or several people. This means a congregation follows the law and word of a man, even when such a person’s teaching or “church laws” are contrary to the truth of God.

While the first disciples sought no other king or leader or ruler, churches these days are filled with leaders, rulers and pastors who act like kings over congregations. There must be a cry in our hearts again that we will serve no other except Jesus and that we will follow no other truth except the Truth Himself – Jesus! We are all called to serve and to lead where necessary, but never to rule. There is only one ruler and His Name is Jesus!

Thus, in our modern-day churches, we have replaced too often Jesus as our true King with a pastor or a bishop who has become the king over the congregation. His word is final, and so often such a senior pastor is not allowed to be criticised or corrected. Within bigger denominations, a president/overseer stands at the head, assisted by other board members, who then tell the entire membership of this denomination what to believe in. This is not Kingdom but religion controlling the masses.

The kingdom is about glorifying one King obeying one King and submitting to one King. Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life. There is no other way and no other king. God’s idea has always been for the ecclesia – a group of believers who function as a royal priesthood – to go into the world and take dominion! It has always been God’s intention for those who follow Him – ambassadors of the eternal kingdom – to establish God’s customs, culture and ways in the world. Is this not the Great Commission?

Yes, the Lord has appointed apostles and preachers and teachers, and yes Paul talks about bishops and deacons, but this is to serve and to help all to follow the ways, customs and culture of the Kingdom. We are all merely servants of the King and even though some have been appointed shepherds, this does not imply rulers but merely men and women who under the guidance of the Holy Spirit will ensure the Kingdom of God remains true in the hearts of men. In the days of Paul, there was no organised structure to their gathering as we know it today. They met daily and broke bread daily. There were no Sunday services and no cell groups in the week.

They gathered in cities and congregations were labelled according to locality and not according to denomination. In the days of Paul, there was thus only one Kingdom, which was represented by the Ecclesia (the group of believers). The Lord after all never told anyone to build a Church in the New Testament. The disciples gathered as the “ecclesia” as a royal priesthood for they had no other ruler instead of the Lord. Their kingdom was not of this world but heaven. They never became members of a church because their membership in the Kingdom was sealed by the Blood of Jesus. 

Yet today people become members of a church above being members of the Kingdom, and thus submit to that organisation’s constitution and submit to the leader’s final word even though the Lord says otherwise. 

It says in 1 Corinthians 6:11: But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. And also read Ephesians 1: 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Our membership is sealed by the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. His Blood has ensured as a place in the Kingdom and thus we are citizens of His everlasting Kingdom (Ephesians 2:19). Yet, religion calls for membership unto a religious body and so today churches as religious institutions have initiated the practice of membership. This is, however, also a form of making a covenant with a person or a group of people (congregation), violating thus one’s covenant with God, His Kingdom and the true Ecclesia.

At the end of the day, God’s Kingdom was in existence long before religion was invented by man. Abraham was not the father of any religion (even though this is claimed to be so by Judaism, Christianity and Islam), and neither did Jesus come to introduce religion. He came to show us the true ways of the Kingdom. And in such submission remain life, liberty, love and liberty. Yes, Jesus came to preach Kingdom for He WAS the Kingdom. Yet today we as the church have somehow managed to compartmentalise certain “ministries”, such as healing, grace, prosperity, evangelism and deliverance. 

Yet all of this flows naturally from the disciple who is focused upon the Kingdom and not on religion. We compartmentalise the gifts of the Spirit instead of preaching and teaching Kingdom, which is a life in Spirit and out of such a life flows the completeness of the power of God. 

Yes, Paul did teach about the calling of certain people in certain offices, but again we have compartmentalised it according to our tradition and religion (remember the position of a pastor is an invention following the Reformation) to a point where we are suffocating because of our religious doctrines and traditions. Those who truly follow the Kingdom and preach Kingdom, walk where the Spirit leads and operates as the Spirit desires. As a disciple we simply do as the Spirit leads, which could mean operating in all the spiritual gifts and in various functions of ministry.

Look at “Matthew 4:23: And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.” It also says in “Matthew 9:35: And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.” Jesus did not offer teachings on healing, deliverance, grace or even a life in the Spirit. He simply DID for He walked in the power of the Kingdom. If we walk in the power of the church we walk in religion which is void of power and life.

It says in “Matthew 24:14: And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” Has the end come? Of course not, because there has been a lot of preaching and teaching in the world today, but very little has been the gospel of the kingdom as compared to church doctrine and dogma).

How much of our preaching and teaching have been mere religious indoctrination and how much has just been churchianity? The church for a long time has been trying to indoctrinate people according to their doctrines and traditions, instead of preaching the Kingdom of God. Are we then surprised why there are so few miracles these days or such a blatant lack of power in churches?

Take note. The first disciples walked not in the gospel of a denomination or of a certain church leader. No, they preached the gospel of the Kingdom. Thus they preached Jesus! For there is only one Truth and it is the Truth of the Kingdom. And the Truth is Jesus. It is by such Truth and no other truth (John 8) that we are set free and liberated.

Jesus said to His disciples the following in “Matthew 10:7: And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Praise the Lord! The KINGDOM is at hand, not religion. If we want to see people set free and delivered and healed, we need to walk and worship in Spirit and Truth, which is Kingdom.

You see, somewhere along the line we have shifted focus away from the Kingdom to the earthy religious structures and agendas of the church. We are more interested in being popular within the church than in the Kingdom. We are more concerned with our reputation within church circles than with the eternal Kingdom. We are more concerned with what we can achieve and do within the structures of the church than the divine realm of the Kingdom. Again, there is a vast difference between the Kingdom and the church on earth as we know it today.

For this reason, we get preachers, teachers and prophets of churches and not of the Kingdom. Again, there is a vast difference – one is eternal and beyond the confinements and dictates of man, the other is temporary and confined by the religious dictates of mankind. Truly, the conflict between the two could be seen in the days of Jesus, when he confronted the Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus came preaching the Kingdom, but the Pharisees and Sadducees held on to their religion [church]. They could not “see” the Truth that stood before them. For this reason, Jesus spoke the woes of Matthew 23 over them.

He also said the following in Matthew 23:13: But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.

Religion and the customs and traditions of man shut UP the Kingdom of Heaven instead of opening it! And this has been happening sadly for a long time on earth where religious institutions that function as a “church” because of man-made customs, culture and traditions, along with erroneous doctrines tend to shut the gate to the Kingdom instead of opening it!

Peter warned in 2 Peter 2: But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

And also remember "2 Timothy 4: 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables."

2 Peter 2 and 2 Timothy 4 have become a reality because of religiosity that has created the institution of the church, manifested in the advent of the Catholic Church and gained momentum following the Reformation. Deception, falseness, division and strife are all the product of religion, for religion feeds of carnality. 

Church leaders today are often puffed up with pride, seeking money, fame and status above the noble purposes of the Kingdom. Indeed, there are many false teachers today because we have held onto religion instead of seeking the Kingdom.

It is written in “Philippians 4: 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” Paul writes here about the virtues of the Kingdom and the virtues of the Spirit as also listed in Galatians 5. Such virtue we need to seek as we pursue the Kingdom. The work of the flesh which brings about manipulation, pride, envy, lust and deception is a result of us not seeking the Spirit and the Kingdom above all else.

We have to understand we are called to make disciples, not of an organisation, of a church denomination or a religion, but disciples of the eternal Kingdom. We are not here to turn someone into a clone of the Protestant or Catholic Church, but to disciple, believers to become sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Such a Kingdom exists beyond the structures, traditions, ideas, agendas or programmes of man. 

We are to lead people to submit to only one King – our Lord Jesus. It is because of our traditions, legalisms and customs defined by religion that we struggle to walk in the power and glory of God for we have not been ambassadors of His Kingdoms but have tried to be ambassadors of churches. Authority rests with the true King, and not in churches. It rests in the Name of Jesus, and those who truly follow Him walk in His authority. All other authority is false and counterfeit.

Consider for example how a church organisation operates compared to the Kingdom. The church speaks of discipleship in terms of formal training, of attending programmes and ordination. The Kingdom speaks nothing of such rigid training. Jesus showed true discipleship – one on one mentoring under the power of the Holy Spirit.

The call from the Kingdom is for ALL to go out and to teach and to preach the word according to the Great Commission. There is no real ordination (as we understand and apply it) and no titles in the Kingdom. It is about the disciples of Jesus. When Paul mentioned apostles and teachers it was not referring to titles but simply a calling, but then again we have made this into an exclusive club.

We must also remember the Kingdom of God is one of spirit, and not of the material. It is one of the spiritual works as defined by Galatians 5, while the works of the flesh are the work of the devil who tries to establish his kingdom here on earth and in the hearts of mankind. Therefore, the Kingdom is not about money, status or reputation. Over and over Jesus preached AGAINST the dangers of wealth and the love of money and riches. Yet the church had decided it is more important to preach wealth, material gain, fame and fortune rather than Kingdom.

We shall not even go into depth about how the Kingdom of God has and never will be defined by a building or how the Lord never told people to religiously meet on a Saturday/Sunday for service. A lot of these traditions follow the reign of Constantine who sought to merge Paganism into the age of the Church. The Kingdom is beyond walls, boundaries and bricks. It is eternal and lives in the heart of every believer.

The church of today is also one that seeks to liberate itself from any kind of law and thus tread dangerously on a path of rebellion against God. 

Yes, we are not under the Laws of Moses, but we have to realise according to Matthew 5 that Jesus never came to abolish the Law but to fulfil it. This is something that is hardly being preached in churches anymore. To fulfil means to follow Jesus means following the Law. Jesus is now the Law. 

And is Jesus without Law? Is the Kingdom without any laws? If this is so then the Kingdom is lawless. Hear what Jesus said in “Matthew 5:19: Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” Note He is not talking here about being important or less important in the church. He is talking about being important or less important in the Kingdom. Big difference. One carries the approval of man and the other the approval of God. Jesus Himself said if we love Him we shall obey Him. This, therefore, means obeying Him as the Law. He is after all the Way, Truth and Life. In Him is the way, truth and life of the Law. 

Again, we are not talking here about the religious and ceremonial laws of Moses, but the Law of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is the commandments that govern our actions, our thoughts, our spiritual life and how we walk with God. It is a life governed by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8, Galatians 5) and a life governed by His Truth. The two greatest commandments are to love the Lord and to love your neighbour as you love yourself. Those are laws! And those who obey a God of Law will be the greatest in the Kingdom!

It is quite ironic that while churches preach against the Law (referring to the 613 laws of Moses), churches in themselves is full of religious and traditionalistic laws that govern the life of such an organisation. If the church decides it will hold services on a Sunday, then that is a law. If only the pastor may preach, then that is the law. So while the laws of the Kingdom is misunderstood and rebelled against, churches are more than keen to enslave believers with their own rules and regulations.

Matthew 7:21 says, "not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven”. This is all about obedience! It is about our relationship with the Lord and not with a church or a pastor. It is about seeking the will of God who is the King of Heaven. It is His will and ways that we should seek and not the mere way or will or denomination. 

We have for too long sought to obey the will and way of churches, but such churches aren’t even preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom! We are then in rebellion. Again, in the Lord’s Prayer, we are urged to pray that His Kingdom come and His will be done. It speaks of the way and the will of the King, not the will or way of man that seeks to govern over a religious institute called church.

This is after all the message also of Matthew 6:33 which says “but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”. 

Are we grasping this? We tend to these days first seek obedience and allegiance to a church group instead of our sole allegiance to the King of Heaven. Again, we love to preach and mention Matthew 6:33, but how can we first seek the Kingdom if we do not even know what the Kingdom is! Yes, first seek the Kingdom Jesus said, not the ways of religious institutions that masquerade as churches.

If we disobey and rebel against God our rebellion is against the Kingdom. It is that simple. We have been taught according to tradition if you rebel against the church you then automatically rebel against the Kingdom. We teach about being expelled and being excommunicated from a church if you break a church law or tradition. This is nonsense. You can only be expelled from the Kingdom of God if you turn your back on the Lord and serve the devil. Excommunication from the church is because of rebellion against the constitution of that church, thus the pastor or the church board. It has got nothing to do with the Lord!

After all, much of the rebellion that happens within the church is against religious practices, man-made traditions and legalisms which have nothing to do with the Kingdom. 

It says in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (KJV): Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. We are not here to inherit a church or be exalted by a church, but we are here to be everlasting citizens of our true home.

The need for loyalty unto the true King is underlined in “1 Thessalonians 2:12: That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.” We have not been called in a church structure to obey man and his doctrines but into an eternal Kingdom. This is also the message of Hebrews 12: Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God....

Indeed, it says for example in the Beatitudes in “Matthew 5:3: Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” When Jesus spoke about the beatitudes, He spoke of the reward of the disciples. And such a reward was one of the Kingdom! It is all about the Kingdom and nothing else.

The culture of the Kingdom

LET US UNDERSTAND FIRST the concept of the Kingdom so we can understand what it means to walk in the power and authority of the Kingdom. Kingdom is formed by two words – king and dominion. It is thus the rule of a king over a land. Heaven is God’s Kingdom which will forever stand and it will forever remain. He is the King who will forever sit upon His Throne.

The devil tried to stage a coup d’état but he failed. We talk about the royal families on earth, but there is no royal family like the one in heaven!

What was God’s intention? It was simple. He made the earth and then He made man. He told Adam – a man-made in the image of God – to go forth and take dominion on earth. Thus, establish and extend God’s rule (Kingdom) on earth. Yes, God has always functioned as a colonial master, but His intention is never to enslave but to liberate. We enslave ourselves by listening to the devil and rebelling against the one true King in Heaven.

How does a colonial power work when taking over a territory? Representatives are sent to the territory to teach the people the customs, traditions, ways and culture of the colonial power. It is that simple. The colonial powers on earth have indeed done much harm by exploiting people, but we are dealing with God and not man.

So Adam was first born to set up the Lord’s Kingdom on earth by dominating it by functioning in the customs, culture and ways of the King in heaven. But of course, the devil was alert to this plan. So he seduced Adam and Adam disobeyed His King. Because of his disobedience, he caused mankind to fall under the curse of sin.

God’s intention, however, was still to set up His royal kingdom on earth. Remember, the devil had his ideas and wanted man to adopt his culture and customs. 

So the Lord decided to elect one nation – the Israelites – through which to introduce Himself after the great flood. And so Israel for a while walked in the ways and customs of the Lord by obeying the 613 Laws of Moses. But God had an even greater plan to reconcile all people unto Him. For God to re-establish connection with the whole of mankind and see His Kingdom flood the earth, not just Israel, the King Himself came down for 33 years to show the way, truth and culture of His eternal heaven. And so He chose 12 disciples with whom He walked for almost four years to teach them the ways of the Kingdom (not church).

Also remember, that the colonial power will always leave a governor in a territory to make sure that the people ‘become’ and ‘act’ and ‘behave’ like the colonial power.  This means to teach people how to talk, walk and function as the colonial power. Jesus was not the governor, He was the King Himself who paid a visit and died so that all mankind through faith may be reconnected to the eternal heaven. The governor is the Holy Spirit (John 16) who still today leads us in all Truth, and who teaches us the ways, customs and culture of the eternal Kingdom (not church).

Yes, the Holy Spirit came to empower us, to impart wisdom, to teach and to enable us to walk, talk and function like it is in heaven – the eternal Kingdom! When the British for example as the colonial power annexed territory, they immediately taught people English. They taught people the ways, customs and culture of England. What does the Holy Spirit do? The same! He is here to teach us to walk in the ways, the truths and the culture of the Kingdom, and to even speak the heavenly language of the Kingdom (this is why speaking in tongues is so important because it speaks about remaining loyal and faithful to our colonial master – the true King in heaven!)

What then is wrong with the concept of our modern-day understanding of the church? Is it not that we come under the headship of one man or a group of men? Is it not that we adopt the ways, customs and culture of that church/denomination and not the customs, culture and way of the Kingdom? Keep in mind many churches these days foster a different truth or culture or custom to the ways of the eternal Kingdom. Therefore, congregants, these days are taught how to speak “church”, how to function within the culture of that church group and to adopt the ways of that church group, not Kingdom. Therefore, we betray the true Kingdom and our true King.

You see, when Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life, it means as the King He has come to show us the Way of the Kingdom, the Truth of the Kingdom and the Life of the Kingdom. And we can only walk in the customs and the truths of the Kingdom when we follow the true King by listening, submitting and following the guidance and influence of the Holy Spirit. Thus, we sit today with millions of believers who follow the traditions and the ways and truths of a church group, as a result of the pastoral influence, and not Kingdom as a result of the Holy Spirit's guidance.

It is true, that the Ecclesia on earth is supposed to walk in the ways of the King, but because we have institutionalised church into a structure of religious rules and man-made traditions we have lost touch with the eternal Kingdom. This is also why people are following the demonic ways of some churches that adopt homosexuality or the idea of abortion. This is why people are getting hopelessly confused and caught up by erroneous doctrines such as prosperity teachings and chasing after material wealth. It is because they are not staying loyal to the true King but have been deceived by a false culture and authority.

Many church teachings are not Kingdom customs and culture (the Oneness of Jesus, cessation doctrine of the Holy Spirit, prosperity, hyper-grace to name a few), but the customs and culture of a church determined by one man or a group of men. Understand, there is only one true King and He shall not be dethroned. Because there is one King, there is thus one truth. 

Many in churches today want to act like they are the king of their church, establishing different truths and ways. This is then rebellion against the true colonial master and this is mutiny. Did Jesus not say He is the Way, Truth and Life? He is the King! Follow Me He cried to His disciples, for then they shall establish His Kingdom on earth. He never commanded them to start churches as we know it with all kinds of clever programmes and agendas where pastors rule the roost. He called for disciples who will go into the world and establish the true Kingdom in the hearts and minds of all mankind!

It is because we preach church and allow the church to influence us that we have walked in deception, with our minds on the material and the temporary instead of the eternal. 

It is because we have taken our eyes away from the True King and His Kingdom that we have focused on the Self, on our glory (own nature) and so have substituted submission to our true King to submission to a false ruler. You see, if we thus look at the proper word for glory, it becomes clear that have often exchanged God’s glory for another glory, meaning we exchanged His nature which comes through His Way and Culture for a different nature of the institutionalised church.

It must also be noted just as the Lord seeks to establish His glory in the hearts of all mankind, just so the devil seeks to establish his own temporary dark rule in the hearts of man. While God intends to raise sons and daughters one earth and for them to walk in His glory, meaning walking in the ways of the Kingdom, the devil seeks to raise his brand of sons and daughters who follow a different and false culture.

So again, let us understand it is all about the Kingdom of God. We are called to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom and not the doctrine of some or other church. The disciples sought the Kingdom and sought to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom in the Book of Acts. This is why they were so successful! They declared Jesus as the true King and stood against religion.

They moved in the power of the Kingdom and for this reason, Paul wrote in “1 Corinthians 4:20: For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.” The writer of Hebrews declared the following in "Hebrews 12:28: Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear."

Indeed, it is all about the Kingdom and nothing else! Matthew 13:11: He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.” 

Read also “Matthew 16:19: And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

The Lord wants us to walk in the authority, knowledge, wisdom and counsel of the Kingdom, not institutionalised religion! 

Colossians 1:13: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

Yes, we have been delivered from our sins by the Blood of Jesus which has made us sons and daughters of the Kingdom. It is again to rediscover our place in His Kingdom.

Remember also the powerful words of "Ephesians 2 (KJV): 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."

In the end, we must remember the destiny of all kingdoms – be it that of satan or man – as stated in "Revelation 11:15: And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."

No other kingdom – not the one of man or the devil – will remain standing. All kingdoms will crumble. This includes the kingdoms that we build. We must therefore remain standing on the Rock of Jesus for He is the King of the unshakable Kingdom that will never be destroyed, shaken or defeated!
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Destined to reign


[image: ]


In Revelation 3 we read of the lukewarm church, and how the church must seek God above all to be spiritually rich, and not just wealthy in the natural (for only in God is true spiritual wisdom, wealth and treasures). They are admonished to be zealous and repent of being neither hot nor cold, therefore indifferent to the Kingdom of God. 

Then it says: “20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 TO HIM WHO OVERCOMES I WILL GRANT TO SIT WITH ME ON MY THRONE, AS I ALSO OVERCAME AND SAT DOWN WITH MY FATHER ON HIS THRONE.”

Now, compare what God says in Revelation 3 to what happened in “Mark 10: 35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 37 They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They said to Him, “We are able.” So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized; 40 but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and John. 42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 44 And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

Take note, what James and John desire, thus to sit with Jesus on His throne, will only be given to those for whom it is PREPARED. Jesus at this stage had not yet died on the cross to prepare a way for those who believe to be with Him eternally with God. The shed Blood would prepare the way. 

And this preparation is the redemption and the salvation by the Blood of the Lamb. The preparation followed the crucifixion, which caused the veil to be torn followed by Jesus ascension. In Revelation 3, Jesus said as “I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” So He had by then paid the price for those who repented and sought him, including the thief who died on the cross next to Jesus. Those who overcome can now enjoy their inheritance as the sons and daughters of the living God. 

What is interesting is that in Revelation 3 we are told those who overcome shall indeed be granted the request made by James and John. For Jesus has already prepared the way. But the key is “those who overcome”. And who are those who overcome? In Mark 10 Jesus spoke about humility. Revelation 3 speaks of being zealous for God and repenting of being lukewarm. 

The letters to the seven churches in context call for people who are seeking God as their first love, who will not bow the idols, who will not follow lies or deception, and who seek God above all else. Jesus also told James and John that “you will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized.” As disciples of God, we must be willing to deny the Self, carry the cross, endure hardship for the Kingdom and face persecution for the Glory of God. Thus to overcome is a zealous endeavour to endure, to keep fighting and to keep holding on to what is good and proper.

We read of those who overcome that they will be granted to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God (Revelation 2:7), will not be hurt by the second death (Revelation 2:11), will be given hidden manna and a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it (Revelation 2:17), will be granted power over the nations (Revelation 2:26), to be clothed in white garments (Revelations 3:5), will have a new name (Revelation 3:12) and will be granted to sit with God on His throne (Revelations 3:21). Yes, great is the reward to OVERCOME, but this calls for great perseverance, diligence, and faithfulness to God’s Kingdom, and of resisting the world, the devil and everything which is carnal, false and an abomination.

In Revelation 19 we read: “6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” Yes, those who overcome shall enjoy the eternal betrothal top God, dining at the wedding table, yet then we must be found without spot or wrinkle (Ephesians 5:27).

In Matthew 22 we read: “1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 4“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 5“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 13“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14“For many are invited, but few are chosen”.

The story is about a king preparing a celebration-wedding feast for his son and for those who will hear the invitation to come. This feast, banquet or supper symbolizes what is ahead for those who have received the work of Christ on the cross in payment for the debt of their sins. Those invited are given clothing to wear, clothing that is described as righteous acts. 

We should not think for a minute that we should work hard to be invited. No, our place at that table is totally free and a gift given by God. However, once we receive God’s grace and believe the gospel of God, we are changed and transformed to be like Jesus by the work of the indwelling Spirit. We are secure in our love relationship with Christ to serve Him and do good works to glorify Him: “For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).

When we think of the preparation work that is occurring for this feast, we often think of the table being prepared and the food that is on it. God's preparation work is in the lives of the people who are invited and chosen to be there. Jesus said, “Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). When we come to Him and follow Him, He will make us into what He has called us to be and do. In the disciple’s case, it was to make them into fishers of men. God is at work in you, if you belong to Him, to transform you into His image (Galatians 4:19). Although there is a real feast at the end of the age, the picture of a feast is a description of a close intimate relationship. To enjoy such a relationship, we don’t have to wait until the end of the age. 

Still, Jesus is saying to us that with those who hear the call and open their hearts He will come and enjoy a close intimate relationship with them, typified by sitting around a table and eating with Him.

At the time of Christ in the Middle East, people of means would send out a general call or invitation for all to attend the wedding feast that they were preparing. The day would be set but not the time. Verse three of our passage above says that the servants were sent to all those who had been invited. Verse three tells us that the response is not of being unable to come, but being unwilling to come. When the first servants received refusals from guests who would not come, the king sent out His servants a second time, 4“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet’ (Matthew 22:4).

Think of the expense the king of the universe has taken to prepare for men to be reunited with Himself—even to the death of His own Son on the cross to pay for people's sins. Don’t you think that He would feel insulted at the rejection of His servants' invitation? Yes daily, God is calling people home and to the feast, and still today so many are ignoring the Lord. Often today, the claims and call of the gospel are pushed away because of many different excuses.  

In verse 11 we read of the man who was not wearing wedding clothes. Jesus tells us of the king’s coming into the midst of the wedding celebration and seeing a man wearing no wedding clothes. God supplies all of His wedding guests with a robe of righteousness. There will be none at the wedding feast better dressed than others—we will all be one in Christ Jesus and clothed in God's righteousness.

It says in “Isaiah 61:10: I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.” This man's lack of proper garments, however, shows that he has purposely rejected the king’s provision for him, a greater insult than those who refused to come to the wedding. This man decided to insult the king in the presence of all His guests. He is a picture of those who refuse to wear God's provision of the garment of righteousness that God has given (Isaiah 61:10). Thus a refusal to really seek the Kingdom and God’s righteousness above all else. This part of the parable alludes to the Jews who were standing around Christ as He spoke, acting as believers but trying to trap Him in His words (Matthew 22:15). This is also a picture of those who think they are believers; however, they have never indeed submitted their lives to the Son and been born again of the Spirit (John 3:3). Sadly, they will find out too late that their hope was built on moving sands rather than upon the Rock of Christ (Matthew 7:24-27).

Many are invited in the "general call" that goes out to all who will hear it. The call is a summons to repentance and faith in Christ. Many will hear, but few will respond. Jesus said, 13"Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14"For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 17). 

All those who will respond to the call are those whom God has foreseen their repentance. These are the chosen of God before the foundation of the world. “Ephesians 1: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself.”

Yes, this is all part of the inheritance of the saints who are destined to reign with God in all His Glory. We are invited to a glorious wedding to be robed in righteousness. Revelations 19, regarding the wedding feast, connect directly with Revelation 3:5 of being clothed in white garments. 

It is truly about dwelling with God, just as Adam and Eve tabernacle with God in Paradise. And since we are to be eternally betrothed unto God, we shall eternally reign with God. It is therefore our destiny to reign. Are we thus sure we are indeed wearing the robe of righteousness? Are we certain we have answered the call to the wedding? Are we ready to be eternal with God?

Regarding preparation, we read in “Matthew 25: 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” Yes, there is a glorious inheritance that has been prepared by Jesus, and such inheritance has been set aside for those who overcome and endure the deceptions and apostasy and all things unholy in the last days.

In Acts 26, Paul summarises his mandate and he says part of it is (verse 18) “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” Glory to God, there is an inheritance for the Jew and the Gentile who seek God, who follow God and who allow themselves to be sanctified by the Truth of God. It also says in “1 Corinthians 6:9: Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites.”

Paul continued to write about inheritance as follows: “Ephesians 1:11: In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will” and also “Ephesians 1:14: who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory” and “Ephesians 1:18: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”

Yet, again, Paul writes in “Ephesians 5:5: For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” This of course connects with what the Lord said in “Revelations 22: 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.” 

So yes, there is a glorious inheritance for those who serve and obey God. Indeed, if we overcome, thus endure to the end, we shall be in the glorious and wonderful position of actually sitting with Christ on His throne. And for what purpose? 

“Revelation 2: 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’—as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star.”

So what is this about the power of the nations? It says in “Revelation 20: 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Yes, physical is destined to reign!

Indeed, the inheritance of the saints is the glorious and restored Paradise at the time when earth and heaven are renewed, and the coming of the New Jerusalem. For this reason, we will be allowed to eat from the tree of Life which is in the Paradise of God (Revelation 2:7).

It also says in “Revelation 22: 1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” 

Glory of God, the New Jerusalem is a final restoration of complete sustenance, hope and provision in God. A time of no pain more pain, tears, heartache or suffering. A time of bliss, but also a time where the serpent will no
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