


Memories for Sharing




Magical December Memories

Carolyn Tellers
Erie, PA

When I was growing up, December was a magical time, from the first snowflake falling, to Christmas and New Year’s. When I was 2-1/2 years old, my little brother was born, the week before Christmas, followed by my little sister, a few years later in February. We enjoyed “helping” Mom and Dad make cookies, especially putting the sprinkles on. We watched classic specials like “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” and “Frosty the Snowman.” Every Sunday evening in December, we went to my paternal grandparents’ house for dinner with relatives. Afterwards, Papa played the piano and we all gathered around to sing carols.

On Christmas Eve, my maternal grandparents came over, and we had delicious cocktail shrimp and dip for appetizers. For dinner, we had Mom’s lentil soup and fried shrimp, Slovak Bobalky (sweet bread balls), rice and veggies. Sometimes we had ice cream treats in fun Christmas shapes for dessert, alongside homemade cookies. After dinner, one of my parents or grandparents would take my siblings and me into one of the bedrooms and read us a story. A short while later, we would hear a hearty “Ho, ho, ho! Merry Christmas!” We raced down the hallway to the living room to find the room dimly lit except for the lights from the Christmas tree, with beautifully wrapped presents underneath. Afterwards, my grandparents took us to their house in the country, and we sang Christmas carols along the way.

On Christmas morning, Grandma fixed a big brunch with baked ham, scalloped potatoes, veggies and treats. If there was snow on the ground, we had fun sledding down their hill. For Christmas dinner, we went to my other grandparents’ house for roast turkey and all of the delicious fixings. After dinner, there were presents and a sing-along. I loved the times when my relatives from out of town were able to be with us! I treasure all these memories, especially the time spent with my beloved grandparents and other relatives who are no longer with us.
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Christmas Progressive Dinner

Sandra Turner
Fayetteville, NC

One of my favorite Christmas memories was the progressive Christmas dinner my husband and I used to have with three other couples. We’d start at the first home for light appetizers, the second home provided soup and salad, the third home was the main meal and we all finished at the last home with desserts. Since we all live in different parts of the county, we planned the meal to start at one side of town and the last stop at the far end, so we didn’t spend too much time driving from each location. The drive was enjoyable as we were able to see Christmas decorations all around town and in neighborhoods that we wouldn’t usually travel through. It was a joy to see how our friends had decorated their homes for the holidays. The food and fellowship were enjoyable, too. To help with timing, the couple serving the next part of the meal would leave ten minutes ahead of the other couples, so that they could have everything ready at their home when the other couples arrived. After dessert, we had a low-cost gift exchange. We enjoyed this progressive Christmas dinner so much that we had it for 3 years. Unfortunately, due to health and mobility issues, we weren’t able to continue this tradition, but the memories we made together will live on forever. I would be delighted to know that my story has encouraged others to plan their own Christmas progressive dinners, too.
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I wish we could put up some of the Christmas spirit in jars and open a jar of it every month.

– Harlan Miller






Live Christmas Nativity

Sheila Galus
Mantua, OH

I was born in Niagara Falls, New York. We moved to Ohio in 1972 when I was seven. Every year we would go back home to spend the holidays with our family. My grandparents were the best…they knew how to make the holidays special! Every year, their church put on a “live nativity.” My grandparents volunteered every night, helping with the costumes and serving hot coffee, cocoa and doughnuts to those who came to see it. Organ music would be playing in the background, and it was absolutely magical. Some of the men from the church, including my grandfather and Pastor Devine, built the whole manger from scratch. It was so beautiful to see the real meaning of Christmas reenacted. One time, one of the animals, I think it was the cow, got loose and my gramp, the pastor and a few of the other men had to chase it back to the church. It was walking right down the middle of the road! There was even a picture of it in the paper. Those were the best times growing up…those memories I hold dear.


[image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]



Christmas…that magic blanket that wraps itself about us.

– Augusta E. Rundel






Christmas Lights

Donna Landwehr
Wheat Ridge, CO

One of my favorite and funniest Christmas memories is of my mom putting up the Christmas tree. She worked during the week and always had a million things to do over the weekend, so she usually put up the tree later in the evening on Sunday. Mom would pull out all the decorations and get set to putting on the lights, only to find out the lights didn’t work…again! She’d fight and fidget with the lights for about half an hour. Then she’d give up and run to the nearest store to get new lights, around 8:30 on that Sunday night, and spend until 10 or so finishing the tree. Every year, she’d fight the lights, then go to the store at 8:30. It’s a special memory we always teased her about.




Silver Tinsel Tree

Jane Hrabak
Belle Plaine, IA

One of my most favorite memories of Christmas as a child has to be the little silver tinsel tree my parents put in the living room window for all to see. Looking back, I guess we didn’t have much money. Aside from a handful of silver balls, most of the ornaments were made of heavy aluminum foil, including the star on top that Mom had made of foil. But what was most amazing to me was the colored light disk that revolved under the tree, glowing up through the branches and making beautiful light changes as it slowly turned around. I could watch it for hours! I remember running outside in the cold to watch the colored lights, and to let my parents know how perfect the tree looked, perched on our coffee table in the window for all to see.
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Little Christmas Angel

Katie Wollgast Troy, MO

When I was a little girl, we attended a beautiful old Lutheran church. Its sanctuary had a towering ceiling. Tall stained-glass windows lined each wall beside the wooden pews. At Christmas, a huge tree was placed in the front and decorated to perfection. Because I was so little, I had no real part in the Christmas programs other than to be in the front with the other children. I don’t remember anything from the programs themselves, other than all the adult faces staring back at us as we children crowded around the lower branches of the tree. I do remember going to the church basement before and after the program with the kind ladies who were our teachers. After one program, they pulled handmade angel ornaments from a big basket and gave one to each of us. The angels were made from Christmas fabric and lace, with little wooden balls for their heads. Their tiny faces were painted on and each had a little golden garland halo. Unlike some homemade ornaments, these were really beautiful. I loved mine from the beginning and kept it safely in my tiny hand. That little angel has hung on the family tree and now my own tree every Christmas since then. And every time I hang it up, I see myself as a little girl in the church basement, holding out my hand for my little Christmas angel. I think of those sweet ladies, many who are now gone, who gave me such a special memory.
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It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air.

– W. T. Ellis






Christmas Toy Memories

Sandy Coffey
Cincinnati, OH

Our family didn’t have much money in the early 1950s, but oh, how I loved circling my favorites in the toy catalog. Blue for all the items I would love and red for the really important things. Our stockings were a big nylon hosiery filled with small toys, candy and oranges. I loved the years when I got a walking doll, shoe skates, a dollhouse, a red swing and books. My family loves hearing this story every Christmas Eve, as it is tales from “Gram the Great”…that’s me! To this day, I still have all those favorite toys except the well-used dollhouse. I love sharing them with the grandchildren and now the great-grandchild. It makes them appreciate the little things they get and not so much the big expensive items. Never a dull Christmas back then and now… memories in the making!
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Best Little Christmas Tree Ever

Linda Graff
Powell, WY

Three years into our marriage, my husband decided to go back to school full-time. We moved to Butte, Montana, where he attended school and I worked. We did not have much money. Our final Christmas in Butte, my husband and a friend went into the mountains to get a Christmas tree for us. They found a beautiful one and cut it down. But when it hit the ground, the top came off! While the friend was quite upset, my husband decided to bring it home to me anyway. I loved it! I think it was only 18 inches tall. The house we rented was quite small and it was the perfect size for the space we had. Now we have been married more than 40 years, and we still have fond memories of that little tree.




Christmas Ornament Party

Nan Scarborough
Farmerville, LA

One Christmas season several years ago, I sat down, tired and exhausted. I thought, the holidays are not supposed to be this way! So I decided to start a family tradition for the moms who are so furiously running around trying to make a perfect Christmas. I invited all the women in my family to my home for an evening of relaxation, creativity and just bonding. It was for the women only, the kiddos stayed home with Dad. I had snacks and Christmas music ready, and had
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Christmas Blessing Basket






Christmas Ornaments Make Memories
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Candy for Christmas
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The Sweetest Bells I Never Heard
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There Really is a Santa Claus
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Christmas in the Late 60s






Christmas Lamb
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Red Cowgirl Boots for Christmas
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Mini Bike Santa






Favorite Christmas Present, Dad is Home






Dad, My Favorite Part of Christmas
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My Favorite Christmas Store
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Christmas Morning






Grandma’s Gifts
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A Christmas Tree for Mother Nature
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Desserts
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Grandma Great’s Banana Bread Pudding, 213
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Mains

Baked Bowtie Pasta, 151

Beef & Mushroom Dijon, 179

Betty’s Potato Topping, 171

Brats & Kraut Supper, 180

Cheesy Smoky Potato Bake, 159

Chicken & Broccoli Casserole, 154

Chicken Parmesan Casserole, 149

Chicken Stroganoff, 158

Christmas Confetti Tamales, 148

Cindy’s Chicken Spaghetti, 151
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Crazy Crust Pizza Bake, 181
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Egg Roll Noodle Bowl, 166
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Jill’s Hoppin’ John, 181

Johnny Marzetti, 150

Lemon Butter Scallops, 175

Linguine with Red Clam Sauce, 175

Lisa’s Crabby Cakes, 165

Mom & Dad’s Party Chicken, 155
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Mom’s Glazed Holiday Ham, 161

Mom’s Melt-in-Your-Mouth Pork Chops, 169

Mother’s Manicotti, 172

Oh-So-Easy Roast Chicken, 176

Old-Fashioned Pot Roast, 153

Oven-Baked Honey-Mustard Chicken, 178

Poor Man’s Prime Rib, 177

Porcupine Meatballs, 170

Pork Chop Suey, 167

Roast Pork with Raspberry Balsamic Pan Sauce, 168

Shrimp & Pasta in Lemon-Garlic Sauce, 164

Slow-Cooker All-Day Cassoulet, 160

Slow-Cooker Pineapple Pork Loin, 152

Slow-Cooker Short Ribs, 157

Spaghetti Bake, 156

Sweet-and-Sour Chicken, 155

Taco Taters, 171

Tasty Pork Chops, 163




Salads

Anytime Zucchini Salad, 133

Baked Chicken Salad in Crust, 41

Bok Choy Salad, 121

Cranberry-Pineapple Gelatin Salad, 136

Escarole & Pear Salad, 134

Holiday Fruit Salad, 127

Kerri’s Party Pasta Salad, 135

Lime Gelatin Salad, 136

Mother’s 5-Cup Salad, 137

Mother’s Christmas Fruit Salad, 40

Oven-Roasted Potato Salad with Fennel, 144
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Rice & Barley Salad, 146

Spinach Salad, 122

Tangy Pea Salad, 126

Turkey in the Slaw, 139




Sandwiches

Chipped Ham Sandwiches, 78

Pizza Broiled Sandwiches, 79
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Baked Beans for 20, 145

Baked Pineapple, 49

Cindy’s Potatoes Romanoff, 118

Creamy Asparagus Bake, 119

Friend’s Au Gratin Potatoes, 123

Holiday Greens, 132

Honey-Baked Onions, 133

JoAnn’s Best Green Bean Casserole Ever, 130

Katie’s Famous Green Beans, 119

Letha’s Candy Cabbage, 138

Loaded Potato Casserole, 142

Mama’s Oyster Dressing, 128

MiMi’s Peppered Potatoes, 123

Mum’s Yorkshire Pudding, 177

Old-Fashioned Harvard Beets, 125

Parmesan-Roasted Broccoli, 124

Pecan-Glazed Brussels Sprouts, 141

Pineapple Dressing, 137

Roasted Baby Carrots, 125

Slow-Cooker Mashed Potatoes, 145

Spiced Christmas Cranberry Sauce, 117

Stuffing in a Bundt Pan, 116

Sweet & Spicy Roasted Vegetables, 140

Sweet Potato Logs, 120

Winter Sweet Potato Soufflé, 129

Yellow Rice Pilaf, 131




Soups

7-Can Soup, 103

Beef Taco Soup, 108

Chicken Meatballs & Stars Soup, 100

Chicken Tortilla Soup, 109

Cream of Chicken Soup, 87

Creamy Cauliflower Soup, 97

Creamy Potato Soup, 105

Easy Chicken Noodle Soup, 86

Easy Fish Stew, 113

Grandma V’s Veggie Beef Soup, 84

Mom’s Slow-Cooker Lasagna Soup, 90

Nancy & Harry’s Chili, 110

Old-World Beefy Onion Soup, 96

Potato Soup Perfecto, 85

Roasted Butternut Squash Soup, 93

Sausage & Lentil Soup, 94

Shrimp Turmeric Stew, 112

Simple Tomato-Rice Soup, 86

Slow-Cooker Broccoli-Cheese Soup, 104

Slow-Cooker Creamy Chicken Enchilada Soup, 89

Slow-Cooker Creamy Wild Rice Soup, 92

Slow-Cooker Ham Bone Soup, 106

Slow-Cooker Pepper Jack White Chicken Chili, 88

Slow-Cooker Sausage & Vegetable Soup, 102

Slow-Cooker Steakhouse Mushroom Soup, 105

Southwest Chicken Chili, 111

Yummy Chicken Broccoli-Wild Rice Soup, 98









Send us your favorite recipe!


and the memory that makes it special for you!* If we select your recipe for a brand-new Gooseberry Patch cookbook, your name will appear right along with it…and you’ll receive a FREE copy of the book.
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Share your recipe on our website at www.gooseberrypatch.com


Or mail to:


Gooseberry Patch • Attn: Cookbook Dept.
PO Box 812 • Columbus, OH 43216-0812


* Don’t forget to include your name, address, phone number and email address so we’ll know how to reach you for your FREE book!








If you liked these recipes, you’ll LOVE Christmas Comfort Foods and Our Best Quick & Easy Casseroles, two of our bestselling cookbooks, now available as eBooks!
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Be the first to know when our next cookbook is available! Follow us at www.bookbub.com/authors/gooseberry-patch to receive new release and discount alerts.


Visit
www.gooseberrypatch.com to find the cookbook in a store near you or look for it wherever your favorite eBooks are sold!


Find us here too!
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Sign up for our Emails and discover free recipes & crafts, great tips & more! Visit our website or blog to get even more goodies, watch our recipe & how-to videos on YouTube and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and BookBub too.







U.S. to Metric Recipe Equivalents




Volume Measurements



	1/4 teaspoon
	1 mL



	1/2 teaspoon
	2 mL



	1 teaspoon
	5 mL



	1 tablespoon = 3 teaspoons
	15 mL



	2 tablespoons = 1 fluid ounce
	30 mL



	1/4 cup
	60 mL



	1/3 cup
	75 mL



	1/2 cup = 4 fluid ounces
	125 mL



	1 cup = 8 fluid ounces
	250 mL



	2 cups = 1 pint = 16 fluid ounces
	500 mL



	4 cups = 1 quart
	1L









Weights



	1 ounce
	30 g



	4 ounces
	120 g



	8 ounces
	225 g



	16 ounces = 1 pound
	450 g









Oven Temperatures



	300° F
	150° C



	325° F
	160° C



	350° F
	180° C



	375° F
	190° C



	400° F
	200° C



	450° F
	230° C








Baking Pan Sizes



	Square
	



	8x8x2 inches
	2 L = 20x20x5 cm



	9x9x2 inches
	2.5 L = 23x23x5 cm



	Rectangular
	



	13x9x2 inches
	3.5 L = 33x23x5 cm



	Loaf
	



	9x5x3 inches
	2 L = 23x13x7 cm



	Round
	



	8x1-1/2 inches
	1.2 L = 20x4 cm



	9x1-1/2 inches
	1.5 L = 23x4 cm
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Back in 1984, we were next-door neighbors raising our families in the little town of Delaware, Ohio. Two moms with small children, we were looking for a way to do what we loved and stay home with the kids too. We had always shared a love of home cooking and making memories with family & friends and so, after many a conversation over the backyard fence, Gooseberry Patch was born.


We put together our first catalog at our kitchen tables, enlisting the help of our loved ones wherever we could. From that very first mailing, we found an immediate connection with many of our customers and it wasn’t long before we began receiving letters, photos and recipes from these new friends. In 1992, we put together our very first cookbook, compiled from hundreds of these recipes and, the rest, as they say, is history.


Hard to believe it’s been almost 40 years since those kitchen-table days! From that original little Gooseberry Patch family, we’ve grown to include an amazing group of creative folks who love cooking, decorating and creating as much as we do. Today, we’re best known for our homestyle, family-friendly cookbooks, now recognized as national bestsellers.



One thing’s for sure, we couldn’t have done it without our friends all across the country. Each year, we’re honored to turn thousands of your recipes into our collectible cookbooks. Our hope is that each book captures the stories and heart of all of you who have shared with us. Whether you’ve been with us since the beginning or are just discovering us, welcome to the Gooseberry Patch family!
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Visit our website anytime


www.gooseberrypatch.com


1•800•854•6673
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Delicious recipe favorites for making memories
with those you love.





