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Think of your school days and how you could not wait until it was time for recess. Once again, the playground is beckoning you — the swings are still and the slide and merry-go-round are all waiting for you to bring it on. Come out, let's play and make some art.

Collage is similar to a playground because it's user-friendly and accessible to people of all ages and skill levels. The equipment is equally as friendly, often items you already have in your household. I think this is what makes this medium so rewarding. Collage is layering and uncovering ideas, a continuum of thoughts. As each collage evolves, it becomes a metamorphosis of art.

Ever had one of those days where you overthink everything? The right side of your brain is telling you to create, and the left side of your brain is saying, “Now let's sit down and ponder this idea.” I have a solution for you: just go with creativity. Find your inner child and let loose with your art. Pull out those unfinished drawings, paintings and sketches; grab that box of loose photos and paper scraps; leaf through old books, magazines and textiles.

That's right, go back to the playground! The place you ran around, free of your inhibitions. Go back to the stories you would make up and the drawings that went with them. Go back to your wide-open imagination and just create.

I hope this book will give you the tools to help free your imagination so you can see all the possibilities of your art. Take these techniques and make them your own with your favorite images, colors and media. Make art that speaks to your inner creative soul and you'll have art to cherish.

Join me on the playground, and let's have some fun!





CHAPTER ONE


Getting Ready to Play


[image: illustration]


Even as an adult, I continue to purchase “back to school” supplies. Who can resist the penny pencils, fifty-cent composition books and bargain-basement loose-leaf paper? I love to look through the folders and notebooks to see what the “cool kids” will be buying. I always come across some item I can't walk away from, knowing it will make my life easier or at least more fun.

This chapter is all about collecting and organizing your supplies. The items mentioned here are the essential raw materials Collage Toy Box. Each you'll need for your collage or mixed-media time support, you create a of art, you'll need an adhesive, a piece surface-enriching media and collage resources. In Chapter Two, I'll show you how to take some of these raw materials and turn them into Collage Elements — fun items to have on hand to help preserve the images you love the most so you can use them in multiple ways.

So let's jump in to the sandbox, dig around and see what we come up with!


The Collage Toy Box

You will find there are certain supplies you reach for over and over again. To help ease the time spent searching and gathering these supplies for every project, I have organized a one-stop spot: the Collage Toy Box.

The Collage Toy Box contains all the supplies necessary to create a piece of collage art. Having everything in a container helps keep your supplies in one easy location and convenient to transport.

Take the time to create your Collage Toy Box to be ready for every project. Be creative when selecting your container; look for something that is sturdy and portable. Think about using a small vintage suitcase, cigar box or a photo storage box. Take it a step further and personalize the outside of your Collage Toy Box and then add your favorite toys!


Tip

To ensure safety, always follow the manufacturer's instructions and safety guidelines for products used in this book.




Adhesives

Selecting an adhesive is primarily based on the type of materials involved in the collage. Each manufacturer will list the materials that work well with their product; I recommend taking the time to understand the qualities of each product you use. Tinker around with your adhesives to see how they work for you!

What make things stick together? Let's take a look at different adhesives.


Matte Medium


This acrylic emulsion dries clear and is water based, which means it can be diluted with water. It is a good adhesive for paper, lightweight materials and small embellishments.


Rubber Cement


This adhesive works well with papers, especially Color-aid paper, because it resists bubbling and buckling. You may substitute Double Tack Mounting Film in place of rubber cement.


Double Tack Mounting Film


This double-sided adhesive film made by Grafix can turn anything into a sticker. It is a strong, heat-resistant, acid-free, permanent adhesive that cuts easily and bonds instantly.


Fusible Webbing


This is a paper-backed adhesive web that bonds two materials together. It is recommended for fabric, but I









Supports















Surface-Enriching Media



























Collage Resources




	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	





Hide-and-Seek








Tools

































Heavy Machinery



	



	



	



	






Keeping the Playground Clean



	



	



	



	







OEBPS/images/p8-9-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p4-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p6-7-001.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 





OEBPS/images/p2-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p3-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/fw.jpg
W

media

fwmedia com






OEBPS/images/Cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
NORTH
LIGHT
BOOKS






