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“Damn it, why doesn’t she call me?” Ellis slammed her book shut. It had been almost four hours since Katie had phoned to say she and her family were headed to the hospital to be tested for AIDS... and still no word. Trying to study was impossible. Ellis couldn’t concentrate on her homework. All she could think of was Katie’s call. 

She wished she could be with Katie as she went through this, but couldn't be for obvious reasons. She had talked to Katie about going with her to the hospital to be with her when she had the test done, but Katie didn't think it was a good idea, since her whole family would be there. Ellis had agreed to stay away only if Katie would call her as soon as she knew something.

Feeling the muscles tightening in her neck and shoulders from the tension, she decided she would get a hot shower to relax, so she pulled the phone in the bathroom with her so she wouldn't miss Katie's call.

As the hot water ran down her back she couldn't stop worrying about Katie, and she sank to the floor sitting with her arms wrapped around her legs, crying. Her mind raced with thoughts of what the test results would be. 

Katie's aunt had been so sick during her chemotherapy treatments and had needed round-the-clock care, so Katie and her mom had gone many nights to stay with her to give her husband and kids a break to get out of the house. Surely none of them had caught AIDS just helping clean around the house and sitting with her.

Ellis sobbed uncontrollably, worried that Katie might have AIDS and that she could lose her when they were just really beginning their life together.

Ellis jumped when the phone rang, and she yanked the shower curtain back to grab the phone.

"Hello."

"Hey, it's me. Why do I hear water running?"

"I'm in the shower. What did the doctor say?"

"We won't have the results back for a couple of weeks, so no news for sure today. He examined all of us and didn't think any of us showed any definite signs, but he did check my throat twice since my glands are swollen or something. He said I was probably just getting a cold or something and not to worry about it."

"What took so long if they couldn't finish the tests today?"

"My whole family was there, all my cousins, aunts, uncles that had been to her house to visit. I'm sorry I couldn't call any quicker. I was trying to call from the pay phone, but it wasn't working and the nurse wouldn't let me use the phone at her desk. Why are you answering the phone in the shower?"

"I was so worried and my neck and shoulders started getting tight, so I thought a hot shower would help me relax. I pulled the phone in here with me so I wouldn't miss your call. My parents are gone out for the night with some friends, so maybe you can come over and massage my shoulders for me."

"I can't come over. The doctor warned all of us not to have any sexual contact, not even kissing, until we get the results back."

"We won't do anything, I just really want to see you."

"You know as well as I do that we can't keep from touching each other if we are alone, and I'm not going to chance giving this to you if I have it."

"Katie, don't you think I would already have it if you have it? I mean, we spend every spare minute together, and most of those minutes kissing or something."

"I know, but we are going to be safe and stay away from each other until we get the results back."

"Well, if we can't be alone here then I'll come over there. We'll be safe there with your parents home, and even stay in the same room with them if you want. I just really need to see you and make sure you are okay."

"No. I don't want you to come over. I need you to hold me so badly right now, but I know that we can't see each other until I get the news. We'll just talk on the phone a lot like we used to until the results are back."

"I can't stay away from you for a couple of weeks. Please, baby, let me come over to see you. I promise I won't touch you."

"Please don't. If you love me you won't come over. Please, I can't take it to be that close to you and not be able to feel you hold me and kiss me." Katie hesitated, sniffling from the tears that ran down her cheek. "Please, Ellis, I'll call you tomorrow.

Ellis could tell Katie was crying and reluctantly answered, "Okay, but at least call me back before bedtime so I'll know you're alright."

"I will. I love you."

The days passed so slowly waiting on the test results, and Ellis longed to be with Katie, but she stayed away from her. They talked on the phone every free minute like they had when they first started seeing each other and enjoyed just talking and laughing with each other.
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It had been fourteen days, and Ellis was hoping that Katie would hear some news from the doctor's office today. She tried to concentrate on work, but was having a hard time focusing on developing film and pictures. All she could think of was getting to see Katie again; since they had been apart so long, she was so anxious to see her.

It was almost closing time when she heard the bell on the front door, and she turned to see Katie walk through it.

"Hey, baby, surprise."

"Hey, oh God, did you get the results back? What did they say?" Ellis rushed to Katie, stopping as she reached for her. "Please tell me everything's okay. I can't take this being apart any longer."

Katie reached for Ellis' hand and smiled. "All the tests were negative, we're all fine. So no more time apart, and I'm glad because I don't think I could have stood it one more day, no matter what the results were."

Ellis smiled back at her, tears running down her cheeks as she reached to pull her in close. They both jumped as the phone rang, and Ellis cursed.  "That damn phone! Better not be your mom again with some bad news, or I swear I'll pull the damn thing off the wall."

Katie giggled, saying, "You answer that. I forgot something in the car, be right back."

As Ellis talked on the phone to her boss she watched Katie come back in the door with a large bag under her arm and then start to close the shades and turn the closed sign around. Ellis looked at the clock on the wall, seeing it was still twenty minutes till closing; she told her boss she wasn't feeling very good so she was going to lock up early. 

Hanging up the phone Ellis walked around the counter to lock the door, and as she turned the key Katie's arms wrapped around her waist, pulling her in close. Katie kissed her on the neck. Ellis turned in her arms, kissing her deeply, feeling all the worry from the last few weeks melt away.

"Oh God, I've missed you so much. I've got to be with you tonight. I don't care if we have to go parking, I've got to touch you tonight."

"Oh, we're going to be together. Grab that bag and follow me." Katie turned the lights off in the front of the shop and led her to the office.

"What's this?" Ellis stopped, looking up smiling at Katie. "What did you have in mind, bringing this?"

Katie giggled. "You know exactly what I had in mind. Now hurry up and spread it out on the floor."

Ellis took the quilt from the bag and spread it out in the corner of the office. She turned to find Katie pulling her shirt over her head and kicking off her shoes.

"God, I've missed you," Ellis said as she reached around Katie's back, unhooking her bra. "I'm so glad you came to see me. I don't know what I would have done if you were sick and we couldn't be together. These last few weeks have been torture to be without you."

As she pulled Katie's bra down her arms she kissed her and pulled her against her, running her hands around her waist and then hugging her close.

Katie unbuttoned Ellis' shirt, pushed it off her shoulders, and began kissing her neck as she unhooked her bra. As Ellis' bra fell to the floor Katie took her by the hand, guiding her down on the blanket.

Katie kissed Ellis softly as she laid down on the quilt, saying, "I'm sorry I wouldn't let you come over to see me, but I was afraid I would break down crying in front of my family if I saw you and couldn't let you hold me. Believe me, I didn't want to stay away from you, but I was afraid if we were close to each other that we would end up doing something stupid."

"It's okay, Katie. I understood why, but I still didn't like it very much. I have been so worried about you and what would happen if you were sick."

"I've had this quilt in the car for a few days, just waiting for good news and the chance to get to see you again."

Ellis smiled up at Katie as she started kissing her neck, then she proceeded down a trail to her
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