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			Book Presentation: Eco-Freaks by John Berlau

			Book Abstract

			In Eco-Freaks, Berlau explores the many ways in which he believes shortsighted environmentalism actually endangers trees, wildlife, and people. He tackles several issues including global warming and climate change, trees and pollution, the dangers of pesticides such as DDT, fuel economy and the auto industry, the threat posed by asbestos, and plans to “rewild” America.

			Berlau believes that environmentalism is actually putting America on the brink of danger and in Eco-Freaks, he explains exactly how and why this happening.

			About the Author

			Berlau’s background ranges from Washington correspondent for Investor’s Business Daily, investigative reporter for Insight magazine to an Economic Policy fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute. He received the 2002 Sandy Hume Memorial Award for Excellence in Political Journalism from the National Press Club. Berlau has also been a fellow at the Hoover Institute at Stanford University and has written for many publications including Reader’s Digest, USA Today, and the Wall Street Journal.

		

	
		
			Summary of Eco-Freaks (John Berlau)

			What Chuck D Has Taught Us about Environmentalism

			Environmental activists, particularly those of the Hollywood variety, view fear as a legitimate method for engaging the public in their cause. These activists profess terror about global warming and other environmental problems. What terrifies Berlau is that most of these activists don’t know enough about the very things they are protecting and this could reduce mankind to a pitiful existence ruled by nature, rather than coexisting with it.

			Conversations with his great grandfather and members of that great generation inculcated a fear of un-harnessed nature in Berlau. Their descriptions of hard work, diseases without cures, and assaults by hundreds of bugs upon humans and their food crops make the good ol’ days seem pretty harsh. It was a Tucker Carlson talk show, The Situation, where the epiphany about misguided environmentalism and its dire consequences came to Berlau. While listening to Chuck D rant about the levees that collapsed in New Orleans and attributing that problem to levee sabotage, Berlau realized that actually it was the environmentalists who killed New Orleans. Their lawsuits to stop levee building around New Orleans had permitted the levees to get into such disrepair that the structures failed at a critical moment.

			New Orleans was a victim of what Paul Driessen, of the free-market Atlas Economic Research Foundation, has described as eco-imperialism. This eco-imperialism has killed many in third-world countries. Restriction of their access to DDT has caused malaria to run amuck due to ecological concerns over a non-problem. Floods, uncontrolled by dams that might have channeled that water into productive use, kill even more third-worlders because of ecologists’ fascination with “natural waterways.”

			Because technology has permitted humanity to view the natural world from a safe distance, humanity has forgotten the lethal power of nature. Ecologists are in a world where few remember the way things were before locks, dams, levees, and sea walls kept rivers and oceans at a safe distance. Therefore, ecologists worry about things that aren’t problems – like wetlands dying and global warming – and they don’t worry about what it would be like to have nature running the show. For example, they promote wetlands as a means of flood-control, not realizing that this isn’t an optimal solution for floods and produces a great habitat for wildlife and mosquitoes. They are exchanging one problem for another. This turns out to be a very consistent situation with ecologists’ avocations and their unimagined effects.

			Rachel Carson and the Ban on DDT

			One hundred and sixty species of birds began dying across the United States. Then trees, horses, dogs and, finally, people died. Elm trees lost their branches and died. What killed these varied life forms in such huge numbers? The ban on DDT, which followed Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring.

			In the absence of this useful insecticide, mosquitoes began spreading malaria, West Nile virus, and other diseases, while uncontrollable beetles and gypsy moths girded and killed the trees. This happened because an ecologist came up with the entirely wrong solution for a problem that she had identified…and no one bothered to question her reasoning.

			Animals, insects, and other denizens of the “natural world” all feed on one another. It is a system that has worked well for millions of years. Each species, including man, has developed some solution for protection. Celery, for example, if subjected to insects’ bites, begins to secrete its own insecticide, psoralens. Psoralens kill bugs and cause cancer in humans. However, if treated with benign insecticides, celery is perfectly edible and nutritious. Insects are the bane of all creatures of every size. They are a primary vector for many dangerous diseases.

			Left unchecked, insects and other creatures can completely eradicate other species. Mankind, alone, has the power to prevent extinction by the selective use of helpful technology like DDT. The ban on DDT led by Carson’s book is just another example of knee-jerk ecology. Worse, it was a movement built on falsehoods and exaggerations that have circled the globe.

			Among other things, Carson claimed that DDT was a poison gas, an “agent of death” developed for use in World War II. In reality, DDT was an insecticide created specifically for killing the mosquitoes, ticks, lice, and other parasites that were spreading lethal diseases among American soldiers in the Pacific theatre. Had it not been for DDT, MacArthur would have fought Japan with only one-third of the troops that he had planned to use against Japan. DDT halted the attrition due to mosquito-spread malaria plaguing the American troops. For troops in Europe, DDT became a rapid means of killing lice (and therefore halting typhus) on the survivors of the death camps. Concentration camp survivors were sprayed head-to-toe with DDT without any ill effects, except to the lice.

			Regardless of Carson’s view of DDT, neither the concentration camp survivors, the troops sprayed in the Pacific, or the inventor of DDT (who accidentally was covered with an inch-thick layer of DDT) suffered any long term effects from that exposure. DDT and penicillin were the most life-saving inventions of World War II. Naples, Italy, during the war, was infested with typhus-bearing lice. The U.S. military dusted the entire city, the citizens, and all the soldiers. For the first time in Naples’s long history, the winter-associated epidemic of typhus did not occur.

			Despite Carson’s great fear that DDT was killing off birds, study after study has found little toxicity from DDT in human, avian, or animal species. The stately elm tree, once ubiquitous in the U.S., owes its near extinction to the banning of DDT. Because DDT has been removed from the forestry and pest management arsenal, it has hindered the protection of the very trees, birds, and wildlife that Carson wrote about.

			Carson fans such as Michael McClosky, director of the Sierra Club, opposed DDT for a completely different reason than Carson’s. McClosky saw DDT as a vehicle for creating more unwanted population and opposed it for that reason. His macabre views were shared by Paul Erlich, the author of The Population Bomb, who also advocated sterilizing Indian men who had more than three or four children. Erlich’s dire predictions of mass starvation were later proven to be unfounded and he lost a bet that he had with Julius Simon, a Nobel award winner in Economics. Simon believed that man’s infinite capacity for innovation combined with the discrete use of DDT would halt starvation.

			Rudy Giuliani was one of the few politicians to stand up to the ecologists on DDT. He said it was the most cost-effective means to combat West Nile virus and therefore he employed it. Since Giuliani’s stance, lawsuits have been filed across the nation against DDT spraying. In the meantime, West Nile cases are in the thousands and deaths are in the hundreds. Not one single death has been attributable to DDT spraying anywhere.

			Then there is the robin, whose projected demise triggered Carson’s campaign. Ironically, this species has died in large numbers from West Nile as have peregrines, hawks, eagles, and bald-headed eagles. It was Gordon Edwards who said that DDT protected birds from insect-borne disease. He proved to be correct in assessing the benefits of DDT to wildlife.

			DDT, Dursban, and a number of organophosphate compounds are going to be globally banned by the OECD if ecologists have their way. The only exception would be for an occasional malarial containment. Interestingly enough, Bayer AG joins ecologists and the OECD in their efforts because DDT is much cheaper than the alternatives that Bayer produces.

			This is a disastrous development for everyone, particularly in the U.S. If acts of bio-terrorism take place, the most likely vector for infection will be insects. DDT is the most efficient and cost-effective means of controlling insects and right now, only India and China currently produce DDT in any quantity.

			The Anti-Asbestos Inferno

			One of the most horrifying events of 9/11 was the clouds of dust vented from the collapsing buildings and billowing through the streets of New York. Thick gray and white coatings clung to buildings, cars, fire engines, and people, casting a ghostly pallor over the entire scene. Many alarmists claimed that asbestos formed that coating, adding yet another health hazard to the tragic events of that day.

			Attorneys, whose reputations and fortunes stood upon trials that proved the evil of asbestos, issued dire warnings of the dangers that the firefighters faced. But in actuality, there was very little, if any, asbestos in that coating; it was mostly concrete and other materials. In yet another example of eco-foolishness, those attorneys failed to recognize that if the World Trade Center had been treated with asbestos as was originally planned, the disaster that was may have been avoided. Fully fireproofed with asbestos, many experts believe that it is unlikely that the buildings would have fallen. Bin Laden would have had to find another way to make an impression on America.

			No substitute to asbestos has demonstrated performance equal to it. Top fire testing labs have always given asbestos a zero-flame spread rating. Fiberglass, a common substitute, has a flame spread rating of 10 to 20, breaking down at 1,100 degrees Fahrenheit, whereas asbestos endures until 2,100 degrees Fahrenheit. Ironically, asbestos is natural and has been in use since ancient Greece.

			During the 19th and 20th centuries, Americans built their new world using asbestos to protect groups as diverse as theatre audiences and sailors. Theatres used asbestos for curtains, wall coatings, and other fire-retardant functions. The last large-casualty theatre fire before the introduction of asbestos took place in 1903. After asbestos was integrated into theatres, fires and deaths were virtually eliminated. Schools, ships, and other structures also became safer from fire after asbestos. The use of this inflammable material became one of the great lifesavers of the modern era.

			America lost this barrier to fiery death through a study performed by a man named Selikoff, who presented himself as an MD, but actually had a general science degree. Selikoff published a study in the New England Journal of Medicine revealing that shipyard workers from WWII were likely to get either lung cancer or mesothelioma from inhaling asbestos. Later studies revealed that exposure and a smoking habit increased mesothelioma by a factor of 10. Risk was contingent upon the source of the asbestos. American short fiber asbestos posed little risk, but African and Australian varieties with longer fibers did pose risk. By contrast, oxygen masks, good ventilation, and filtration systems were all found to significantly reduce worker risk of lung disease.

			Without asbestos, the World Trade Center fell. It
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