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This e-book is controversial. In more ways than one. Read and study it at your own risk. It will challenge your beliefs.

Coherent completeness is the basis of Origin of the Universe. That means everything in the Universe is like a giant puzzle with a million pieces. All these puzzle pieces assemble to reveal one story about the purpose of the Universe and Humankind. 

The Explanation has published three books to establish a balanced and complete worldview of the puzzle we’re going to assemble to help seekers of answers to the big questions in life. They serve as an introduction of why to consider the Bible a viable alternative description of all the pieces of this tightly woven story. 

Inventory of the Universe, the first book, reveals just how interdependent, every single cog, all aspects of the Universe are. Space, atmosphere, water, land, flora, fauna, and humankind, unique from animals, are the oh so complex but oh so interconnected actors of our play. This book brings readers down to earth, away from consumerism and the daily hustle and bustle, back to our real roots. Focus on the big picture, the essentials. 

Audit of the Universe, and Audit of Humankind, the second and third books, present an overview of how humankind has managed our planet. Is the half-full glass of peace and prosperity getting fuller or emptier? It focuses on humankind’s role in this equation of how humans are at the pinnacle of dominion over Earth. It details the Singularities of Humankind, How Humans Function, Socialize, Govern, and Reason. What is the outcome of human rulership?

This book, Origin of the Universe, is the fourth volume of The Explanation series.  

For those not familiar with the Bible or Genesis, it includes preparatory material that answers fundamental questions: Why look for answers in Sacred Books, and in particular, the Bible? How to interpret the Bible, and what is real Theology? It then jumps right into the thick of Genesis 1:1. Most readers will have some background to the subject, even if it's cursory or considered a myth.

In Origin of the Universe, we will unpack popular ideas and shared beliefs in the light of Biblical Hebrew. Be prepared to dust off some of your certitudes. Risk having traditional beliefs shaken up and challenged. 

Fake news, social media, shoddy research, and conspiracy concepts, are part of the bombardment of cacophonic confusion we are assailed with day in, day out. Origin of the Universe brings benchmarks and coherent completeness to your worldview. It will equip you with a robust grid onto which you’ll be able to fit new pieces of the puzzle. You’ll garner a more focused and precise picture of the world in which we live.

Join Sam for this gripping and thrilling story for seekers of answers to the big questions in life; this is not just information. It is a fundamental understanding of how to assemble the Universe. Get the beginning right, to unravel the puzzle of why Humankind is on Earth.
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Some links in this e-book connect you to websites on the Internet. Hence the need for an internet connection as you read. That said, the subject is understandable without navigating to those links. All links were correct at the time of publication. If you find an issue, let me know at sam@theexplanation.com Thanks in advance.

You will find all the Bible tools to follow along with this e-book at https://UnlockBibleMeaning.com 

	The entire King James Bible online. Search by book, chapter, verse or word or phrase

	The Interlinear Bible with Biblical Hebrew, English, phonetics, Strong’s numbers and link to his annotation and list of KJV translations

	Strong’s Bible Concordance for each Hebrew and Greek word with its annotation and list of KJV translations

	The Hebrew-Greek Concordance. Also called Englishman’s concordance, which gathers together all the Bible verses with the same original Biblical Hebrew and Greek words so you can study the various usages of each word in context.


At the end of most chapters of this e-book, there are ideas for Further Study. These are suggested exercises for your enrichment to dig for Bible study gems to enhance your understanding. You can skip these and move on. I do suggest you peruse the content. Some comments complement the information in the chapter.

During your read, you'll meet Galacti, who is our fictitious time-traveling, investigative, roving reporter who lends his insights and voice to the development of the narrative of this e-book and The Explanation.

If you’ve come across this e-book for the first time, then please know that it is part of a much larger work: Origin of the Universe in The Explanation series. See all the books and the entire context. 


https://TheExplanation.com


Join The Explanation Newsletter, no spam, total privacy. Receive Sam’s latest blog post notifications and information about The Explanation
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​Into Theology, a Fifth Approach to Life
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[image: Into Theology, a Fifth Approach to Life with Peace and Prosperity]

Theology is an alternative to Observation, Philosophy, Science, and Religion, for leading us to Peace and Prosperity. 

We have to, at least, ask ourselves whether Theology can be an option to find out if it can lead to a better way of life on Earth–and even beyond.

Here’s the situation as I see it now

I read an article in Le Point, a French magazine, that “worldwide poverty is receding—that in the last few years it has dropped from 25% of the world population to just 10%.” 

Now, that’s wonderful, but what is the benchmark for poverty? Earning $1.90 per day!! Yes, that gets two exclamation marks. In our Western world, that sum of money is ludicrous, $57 a month.

That financial calculation of poverty is fictitious–if you earn $2 a day, you’re not impoverished anymore. Welcome to a life where you have enough to live and eat reasonably well! And here, we’re only talking about financial poverty, what about education, health, housing, and working conditions?

In the final chapter of Audit of the Humankind, I broached the Big Four of humanity’s approaches to life, problem-solving, and decision-making:

	Observation (Experience, History, Leadership)

	Philosophy (Human Reasoning)

	Science

	Religion


I concluded that all of these foundational methods for governing this Earth and humankind had yielded results that are mixed and mitigated. As positive, or negative, as we might consider them, or that they might be, and there’s an awful lot of discord right there, these foundations have not brought planet Earth what it’s looking for: peace and prosperity.

Let’s grasp a new perspective

It’s time to open our eyes and take a more in-depth look at reality. I invite you to take a step back from this world and think.

I have no proofs to offer you, no rabbits to pull out of a hat.

There is a process that I’m going to suggest and develop, starting with this book, Origin of the Universe.

The approach involves NONE of the four methods above: No personal observation, no philosophy, no science, and no religion.

So, what’s left?

The basis for further discussion is Theology; this is one field we have not discussed yet.

Some might think this is akin to religion, but there’s a night-and-day difference between the two. So, let’s, hopefully with an open mind, explore this fifth option.

The first point to be made is a clarification of the term. Simply because we might incorporate or confound theology with religion; these are two different babies.

The Crux of Religion

In Audit of the Humankind (Chapter 8), we saw that there are some 41,000 Christian denominations. They have teachings and practices based on revealed sources. This myriad of religious organizations is rife with schisms, splits, and divergences. Each characterized by many teachings and practices purportedly based on original written and oral inspired works. These sources justify their religious rites, traditions, and beliefs.

Frequently, what has happened is that the focus and importance of the practices and beliefs have replaced the emphasis and significance of the source writings. Or there’s been misunderstanding over the comprehension of these foundational documents; this is the basis of splinter religions.

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines religion this way: The belief in a god or a group of gods. An organized system of beliefs, ceremonies, and rules used to worship a god or a group of gods.

The origin of the word religion might surprise you: Middle English (originally in the sense life under monastic vows): from Old French, or from Latin religio(n-) ‘obligation, bond, reverence,’ perhaps based on Latin religare ‘to bind.’

Religion and philosophies are powerful forces at work on the minds of human beings. Once a person is captivated by a group’s ideas regarding their spiritual practices, the tendency is to stand behind these concepts, at all costs. The person uses the source writings and associated arguments to demonstrate the basis for their actions and thoughts.

With 41,000 varieties, it is impossible to generalize as to the motivations and reasons for this plethora of groups. It could be culture, traditions, the personality of a leader, the persuasiveness and persistence of arguments, the peaceful ambiance, or individual preference. People are drawn to or away from these groups. The sheer multitude of such Christian denominations stands as a stark reminder that Christians find themselves obligated by their comprehension of doctrine, bound by particular practices, revering their concept of Christ.

What is true of Christianity is valid for the multitudinous splinters in religious and philosophical groups worldwide. We have to get back to the foundation and the basics: Theology.
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[image: Deity and Sound, Reasoned Words are the Crux of Theology]

Do we spell Deity with a small ‘d’ (deity) or a capital ‘D’ (Deity) and whomever this might be, can they pronounce and transmit reasoned words? That is the meaning of Theology.

Remember our fundamental question: How is it possible to establish Peace and Harmony on Earth and in the Universe? Well, this is not the primary question! The first question to ask is:

WHY do we even want Peace and Harmony on Earth?

WHY is that our goal? After all, why not have conflict and discord or some other configuration?

Who alone can give the ultimate answer to this question? And I mean the final REAL, CORRECT answer. I’ve already concluded in Audit of  Humankind, that observation, philosophy, science, and religion have given us all sorts of solutions, but who knows for a certainty which, if any, of these human answers has any worth?

So, we take a look at Theology. Here are the first two paragraphs of the definition of Theology, according to Wikipedia. I cite this source, not because it’s the best or worst, but only because it’s readily available to all of us.

Augustine of Hippo defined the Latin equivalent, theologia, as “reasoning or discussion concerning the Deity”; Richard Hooker defined “theology” in English as “the science of things divine.” We can, however, use the term for a variety of different disciplines or fields of study.

Theology begins with the assumption that the divine exists in some form, such as in physical, supernatural, mental, or social realities. And that we can find evidence for and about it via personal spiritual experiences or historical records of such occurrences as documented by others.

The study of these assumptions is not part of theology proper but rather in the philosophy of religion, and increasingly through the psychology of religion and neurotheology. As a science, theology aims to structure and understand these experiences and concepts, and to use them to derive normative prescriptions for how to live our lives.

I have not highlighted anything in the above quote because I would like you to come to your own conclusions.

Here are my conclusions about this definition:

	There’s an assumption that the divine exists. It is not definitely, and to say the least, not definitively defined, and it doesn’t even have a capital D for Divine or God. Should we refer to Deity or deity?

	People can find this divine via personal experiences and historical records. 	We have to be very careful with personal observation and experiences. That is the first of the four points in Audit of Humankind that has not brought us proper solutions to peace and prosperity for the time being.

	The historical record is a vital concept to which we will return in the next chapter about Sacred Books.



	This definition indicates that theology, as a science, aims to understand these experiences and concepts and, from them, draw conclusions on how to live.


I’m going to summarize this by saying the Wikipedia description of theology is academic and indeed incorporates the four ways humankind reasons (observation, philosophy, science, and religion) to reach answers.

In short, this definition of theology gets us no further than where we were at the end of Audit. It says that theology is humankind’s reasoning about the divine. Put another way; it’s the tail defining the head. The opening paragraph of the definition of Wikipedia says as much:

Augustine of Hippo defined the Latin equivalent, theologia, as reasoning or discussion concerning the Deity. At least there’s a capital D.

The Explanation does NOT (for emphasis) define theology this way.

How The Explanation defines Theology

Further down the Wikipedia page, we can find the etymology of theology:

Theology translates into English from the Greek theologia (θεολογία) which derived from Τheos (Θεός), meaning God, and  logia (-λογία), meaning utterances, sayings, or oracles (a word related to logos [λόγος], meaning word, discourse, account, or reasoning) which had passed into Latin as theologia and into French as théologie.

The above is correct, but then it adds: Greek theologia (θεολογία) was used with the meaning discourse on god in the fourth century BC by Plato.

No doubt Plato and others talked a lot about god, as I said, the tail wagging the dog; this is not The Explanation’s point of view.

Let’s look at the word theology, with its two distinct parts: theo and logy.

The 1st part “theo” means god or God.

Right away, we run into a thorny issue: The existence, or not, of some higher power. Then, if we agree, there is one: The nature of this higher power. If we took a poll, we’d get every idea under the sun—and then some.  A factor of belief comes, assuredly, into play—and this is a very personal feeling that characterizes each one of us. As the author of this book, I want to respect your beliefs about G/god, science, religion, or any other concept or lack thereof.

However, we have taken a step in the direction of some higher power when we decided that none of the four key ways humankind reasons (observation, philosophy, science, religion) is fully working.

Theology means we continue in the direction of a higher power, fully aware that we don’t know if this G/god even exists and that this power has yet to be defined.

The 2nd part of theology is “-logy”

From a Google definition, we read: combining form: suffix: -logy; suffix: -ology

	Denoting a subject of study or interest: psychology.

	Indicating a characteristic of speech or language: eulogy.

	Denoting a type of discourse: trilogy.


Logy has to do with the study of or language and discourse around a particular subject. In this case: god(s) or God.

We find a related word as part of logy: logo

logogram ˈlɒɡə(ʊ)ɡram/

A sign or character representing a word or phrase, such as those used in shorthand and some ancient writing systems.

As you can see, this word is related to sign, character, word, phrase, shorthand, and writing systems. All of this is part of the study of language and discourse, as we saw above. We see company logos everywhere–one identifying sign, frequently without even a word–and we know to what or who it refers precisely.


Theology is the sign or set of symbols, characters, words, phrases, in short, the writing system that identifies and expounds god(s) or God.


The Explanation is going to go a step further here because, within this concept of logy and logo, we find a familiar English word: logic.

Late Middle English: via Old French logique and late Latin logica from Greek logikē (tekhnē) ‘(art) of reason,’ from logos ‘word, reason’. (Google definition)

Middle English logik, from Anglo-French, from Latin logica, from Greek logikē, from feminine of logikos of reason, from logos reason (Merriam-Webster definition). Merriam goes on to add this:

	A proper or reasonable way of thinking about something:  sound reasoning “There’s no logic in what you said.”

	A science that deals with the rules and processes used in sound thinking and reasoning.


When we consider these concepts, we can define theology as the study of words related to God. But not just any words, but rather sound reasoned words.

The Explanation is NOT about humankind’s words about a deity. That’s what Wikipedia and the Science of Theology do.


The Explanation IS about the sound, reasoned words of God. What does God have to say? What is His reasoning? Why does He want Peace and Prosperity? It’s only the Source that can give real reliable answers.


Theology, as seen by The Explanation, refers to the words of the source. The source is a god with a small or capital g. Since it’s generally associated with religion and its originator, it comes with a capital G. I don’t expect non-believers to accept the capital G or even to believe that God has or could transmit the answers to the fundamental questions of life.

What The Explanation suggests is: You’ve listened to just about everything humankind has to say about d/Deity–why not give an ear to what Deity has to say to humanity?
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Theology, the logical reasoning of the Source, will lead us to Coherent Completeness.

This sound reasoned study, as defined in the last chapter about theology, should lead, in a harmonious way, to peace and prosperity. It's not just about humanity, but about humanity and nature. It's about the physical and the non-physical, the visible and the invisible, the material facts and the mental ethereal—or the spiritual as some would call it.

Coherent Completeness

It’s the real Grand Unifying Theory—Theory of Everything—not on a scientific level (I have no clue to that one) but on a universal humankind mental and spiritual level. For the time being, I’ll equate the spiritual level to the psychic or mental and leave open the possibility that there might be other levels that are not readily visible to humankind.

This GUT, as scientists refer to it, (Inventory of the Universe, chapter 1) or Coherent Completeness, as I’m going to call it, is a unique concept.


Coherent Completeness is the all-englobing-everything. It’s monotheology, the monoview, monomind, monotruth.


Coherent completeness unifies, into one complete puzzle, a cohesive view of all the visible and invisible pieces. It renders a clear image of the why, how and what of the Universe and Humankind.

That is a tall order.

And I hear one of the critical counter-arguments.

The religious-minded population, who believes in a Higher Power, often points out: The author—God—is mysterious, He’s not a man, how can you expect to understand the mind of God? Or, we are just supposed to do our best and leave the rest to Him. He knows our hearts and will do what He has to do. And 1001 other reasonings that drive us away from even thinking we can sound the mind of God.

Well, that is the task The Explanation has set before itself. To show how to reach and teach Coherent Completeness.

In the last chapter, I defined the word theology as the logical words of God. I need to take you on a short, or more likely, very long thought journey. You might already be skeptical (or outright dubious) about where I’m leading you. But, I need to share another primary port of call as we start to examine the Origin of the Universe. That, of and by itself, is already a daring destination. But, even more daring, is the answer to the question: Why is there a Universe?

Such a question is not theoretical or ethereal, simply because you and I are part of and maybe even the cause or result of this Universe. In essence, we’re asking the questions: Why is there life? Why is humankind here on Earth? These are the most underlying issues. Answer those questions, and you’ve gone a long way to help people believe. As Simon Sinek would paraphrase this, “The why is the basis; then we can deal with the how and the what.”

Humankind is at the crossroads of its existence or extinction, as never before. I pointed out in Audit of Humankind. Leaders, philosophers, scientists, and religionists are all giving us their ideas of how to run society and what to do with society—to improve its outcome when they don’t even know why society exists.

By turning to the above definition of theology (God’s logical words) to answer: Why the Universe? I intend to take into account two givens:

	There’s an author-originator who is intelligent enough to know what he’s doing.

	That what he is doing is logical. There’s a plan of coherent completeness in place to reach the desired outcome.


Again, I repeat, I don’t expect my readers to believe any of this! After all, a lot of people don’t believe in God, and frankly, when we look around at 41,000 religions, I can understand why. And since many believe there’s no God—why should there be any logical plan?

Even a lot, if not most religious people, don’t necessarily think of God as having a plan. And when you consider the state of Earth today with its magnitude of suffering—how can you justify a good God responsible for such a seemingly unjust plan. Where’s the logic in that?

Should this be your skeptical case, then I ask you to consider this book as another mystery novel—a book of fiction like Star Wars with its all-powerful leaders of the Galaxy and Universe. Read on and consider what I write as pure fantasy—just like the galactic sovereignty of the Supreme Leaders though the Force and Jediism have been taken on by some as their religion. Science fiction, the imaginations of some human author’s mind, has been raised to the level of god’s logical words.

If that’s the case, you’ll get a kick and chuckle from my wild imagination.

Back to theology: It understands the mind and concepts of that originator. It is the all-encompassing WHY as the foundational motivation of the source compared to the What and How of religion.


Theology goes deep into the mind and purpose of the author and answers the Why.


Whenever the Author thinks, says, or does something—there’s a reason. He does nothing haphazardly. There are motivation, rationale, and an explanation behind each move.

Theology, the logical reasoning of God, the Source, will lead us to Coherent Completeness.

Who is the author of The Explanation?

In conclusion to this section on Theology, I'd like to tell you about a dilemma I had when the idea of writing this book first germinated: The title. What was I going to name it? Initially, it was to be one book, not a series. And the second question, as the author, how should I present my name? Maybe even use a pseudonym. As you can see, I decided against the latter simply because the teaching and videos that accompany the books would reveal my identity anyway.

What was capital to me is that I NOT be seen as the author of the coherent completeness. Let me be clear. The plan for humankind that I will expose in the rest of this and subsequent books is NOT MY PLAN. As I've said, if it were my plan, then you and I could argue about it until the cows come home. I'm just as human as any person, be they a leader, philosopher, scientist, or religionist. My ideas are just as bad as anyone else's on this humongous subject of coherent completeness.

If you think the Theory of Everything, the grail scientists are scrambling to uncover is something, well, it's small fry compared to coherent completeness. I'm incapable of authoring anything as complicated and as intricately interwoven as that plan is. No mystery thriller, no matter how suspenseful at throwing curveballs it is, even holds a candle to the mystery of coherent completeness.

No human, I repeat, no human could have, can or will think up a plan like coherent completeness; this is the mystery of mysteries into which we are going to delve.

So, what's my relationship to this plan? I wanted the title of this book series to reflect that clearly: The Explanation with Sam Kneller. It looks like a minor detail—with—but it's not. Most titles would state "A Book Title BY ..." with the name of the author. I'm explicitly avoiding the by to clearly show that I'm NOT the author of The Explanation as such. All I'm doing is expressing The Explanation in different terms. I'm exposing it in a new light to make it available to a broader audience; this is The Explanation WITH Sam Kneller. I'm just along for its exposition.

I am in ABSOLUTELY NO WAY, the author of the plan of coherent completeness. I'm a dummy when it comes to that. Your appreciation of or argumentation with the program of coherent completeness is not an issue to take up with Sam Kneller. That's why I will not debate, quarrel, or squabble about this plan. If you or I do have a problem with it, then you need to take it up with the real Author—and I repeat, that's not me.

Inventory of the Universe, Audit of the Universe, Audit of Humankind, and these first chapters of Origin represent the introductory information necessary to understand The Explanation. We're almost there. But, If we want to get into theology, we first have to:

Determine WHERE these sound, reasoned words, related to god(s)/God are.
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Sacred Books or Holy Books are purported to be inspired by outside influences concerning divine sources.

Sacred Books are where we turn to pursue a study of Theology. They are historic writings generally penned by men or women to whom their content was revealed. Often the source of the works is worshipped as god or God. These writings represent the foundation of knowledge, wisdom, and revelation from this divine source regarding the past, present, and future. These books prone and teach a way of thought and actions and are often the basis for a society of followers applying principles to organize their daily lives individually and collectively.

Frequently, admirers interpret a Sacred Book in various ways giving rise to different groups sometimes called religions or sects — meaning a section of the whole. The term sect can have a negative and even hostile connotation.

The key to sacred books is that their inspiration comes from an outside source — something beyond human capacity and human reason. The idea is that, whatever the origin, their knowledge, and wisdom are SUPERIOR to that of humans. Hence, these sacred writings contain information that is more useful to humankind than what humanity itself can develop, investigate, or imagine.

As we know, there is much controversy concerning not only these books but also their authors. Who and what are these higher powers? There are dozens of these sacred books.

Here’s a non-exhaustive list of sacred books with their respective followers

	Apocrypha: Gospel of Thomas

	Ayyavazhi: The Akilattirattu Ammanai and Arul Nool

	Buddhism: The Tripiṭaka and the Dhammapada

	Christianity: The Christian Bible especially the New Testament and the Gospels, Sacred Tradition

	Confucianism: The Analects of Confucius, also the I Ching

	Epicureanism: Principal Doctrines

	Hinduism: Shruti (Vedas, including the Rigveda; also Aranyakas, Brahmanas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Mahābhārata, Ramayana); Panchatantra

	Islam: The Qur’an, also Hadith and the Sunnah

	Judaism: The Hebrew Bible (Tanakh = Torah, Nevi’im, and Ketuvim), the Talmud, which includes Pirkei Avot

	Mormonism: Book of Mormon, Pearl of Great Price, Doctrine and Covenants

	Satanism: The Satanic Bible

	Sikhism: The Guru Granth Sahib and the Dasam Granth Sahib

	Taoism: The Dao de jing, also Chuang Tzu, and the I Ching


So, how are we going to decide which is the ONE Sacred Book — if there is one — to plunge into for answers?

I initially thought of creating a comparative revealing what various sacred books said about the same subject like soul, death, war, salvation, heaven. I ended up deciding against this because it would be my interpretation of what these books revealed about these subjects. Another aspect is that there are so many conflicting approaches to the same texts that it’s impossible to be impartial. I’m not an expert on religions and certainly not on comparative religion. If this approach interests you, you can dive into some significant concepts from this base.

Identifying the Sacred Book

Well, if you had a group of 100 people, how would you determine which one is the person you’re trying to find?

You’d be looking for evidence, proof, you’d be searcing for identifying signs. For instance, if you know the person you’re looking for is male, you’re down to 50 people, has brown eyes, then you’ve eliminated another 20 people. If the person is between 1.60m and 1.70m, you’ve narrowed it to 10 people. And so forth: mustache, blond, teeth, DNA — until you’ve identified the one and only.

In other words, knowing the identifying signs and using elimination — you can reduce the group of people to that unique person and then even verify your findings by all sorts of other tests.

To get right to the point. That’s the fundamental reason I wrote Inventory of the Universe and Audit of the Universe–because they contain the identifying signs. Every single query asked in those books that is a why question needs an answer and the sacred text that answers ALL of those why queries with COHERENT WORDS in a SYSTEMATIC WAY is the ONE that we want to use.

We can kill two birds with one stone (not sure that’s an appropriate analogy). Firstly, we will receive an understanding as to what’s happening here on Earth, probably with instructions on how we can have more peace and prosperity. Secondly, if a book can provide us with such information, it will tell us something about the nature of the author. After all, if you read a how-to book and it helps you do what it sets out to do, not only will you have a solution to your problem, but you’ll have great respect for the author of this valuable information.

Let’s reduce a group of sacred books to the holy book by elimination:

	You must know what evidence you’re searching out. As one sage once wrote: Teach me that which I see not. 	We must know what evidence we want to garner. It’s not one proof or even seven proofs (the sensational heading of a booklet I sent off for many years ago) that represent evidence. It is also not a majority or a mass of information that is convincing. Look at religions today. Each of them has masses of data, and conviction that their abundance is the right mass — and the result is confusion. 

	One of the reasons for this turmoil is the search for facts — irrefutable truths that can be physically touched, demonstrated, and witnessed. Various phenomena fit into this category: paranormal experiences like phenomena some consider to be a miracle: visions, apparitions, after-death experiences, and talking in tongues. I could lump in ghosts, flying objects, and psychic powers.

	Some — perhaps many — consider all such experiences to be spiritual and hence godly or Godly or at least pointing to something more substantial than humankind. And indeed, this could very well be the case; I do not deny any of these phenomena. However — and this is the key — does anyone or even the totality of these phenomena prove the truth? Or display evidence and give answers to fundamental questions? I believe not.

	They are individual, independent, isolated, unrelated events that reveal exceptional and spectacular circumstances, but they don’t leave us with anything concrete. These phenomena don’t guide us in eliminating the unessential and finding the essential.



	A lot of mystery marks the 21st century — in films, literature, TV, and real-life. Those involved in probing and investigating such mysteries are continually searching for the motivation of people. Why did such and such do this? Act this way? What were they thinking? What’s behind such behavior? Their motives must be in line with their actions and results. When the real motivations and the visible evidence correlate, we have found the one sacred book.

	The questions we’re going to ask and that seek answers are WHY QUESTIONS. They are interrogations that don’t have physical proof to offer. For instance, ask the why question of all the above phenomena: 	Why paranormal experiences?

	Why miracles?

	Why visions?

	Why apparitions?

	Why after-death experiences?

	Why talking in tongues?

	Why ghosts, flying objects, psychic powers?




It is much more challenging to answer the why questions. 

Can the sacred books answer these questions? Can the holy books answer ALL the why questions about the universe, Earth, life, death, past, present, future? Is there even ONE sacred book that gives us answers to such fundamental — but tough to answer — motivations?

To begin the process of elimination and find the one sacred book — if there is one — we first have to ask the right questions: The why questions. The next chapters at will point us in the right direction.
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The First Questions to Ask are: WHY?
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At our age, we’ve been trained not to ask why questions — or we’ve forgotten how to ask them.

Yet, Why questions are much more important than what? Or how? Either we’ve become fixed in our answers and think we know the why’s or we’ve become disillusioned because we haven’t received complete, coherent responses from the time we realized that Santa Claus was a fake.

We rarely, if ever, think about the why questions anymore. These books, Origin of the Universe, Origin of Humankind and Agony of Humankind will answer the basic why questions. In this chapter, I’ll summarize some of the questions I left you with in Inventory of the Universe for Chapters 1–6 from Space to Fauna. Think about them — where are the answers?

Space (Expanding Infinity — chapter 1)

	Two protons in the helium atom both have positive electric charges. How can this nucleus stick together instead of the protons pushing each other apart? (page 13)

	Electrons are little, negatively charged magnets that should cling to the positive mother nucleus instead of moving about the empty space of the atom. Why don’t they? (page 14)

	Why is it that if we modify, in the slightest way, the four fundamental forces that govern our entire universe, it would simply not exist? (page 19)

	How do we know the universe started as a pinhead and is expanding? If so, from what central point does gravity exercise its pull? Is there still a “pinhead” point from which gravity dominates? (page 24)

	Why did the Big Bang explode and spread the primordial soup — later the universe — with the precise speed to produce that universe? But in our present moment, we have to ask: why is the universe expanding at just such a pace? Why should it be so? How do we know it is so? (page 24)

	How can an ever-expanding explosion come from a pinhead? What is the force that caused the initial inflation of the universe? Why wasn’t the blast of elementary particles homogenous like a bowl of creamy asparagus soup but rather like chicken soup, with bits? (page 29)

	How is it that the conditions of the Big Bang resulted in life on Earth? How is it that humans developed on Earth to ponder these questions? Why do we ask these questions and turn to people who we think have the answers? (page 32)


Atmosphere Cocoon (chapter 2)

	Want to live on Venus, Mercury, Mars? No. You want Earth. It doesn’t have any of the dozens of catastrophic conditions in those other bad neighborhoods. How can that be? (page 45)

	Why is Earth fertile? With freshwater? What about waste elimination? (page 47)

	Why do the layers of Earth’s atmosphere have a different composition from space: 78 percent nitrogen and 21 percent oxygen? Even more enigmatic, why do entirely different gases have predominance within Earth’s confines? Why are nitrogen and oxygen in the majority on Earth? Where did they originate? How and when did our atmosphere trap them? How and when were these proportions established? (page 51)

	How can nitrogen, this lifeless element, representing 78 percent of atmospheric content, be assimilated into plants, animals, and humans that have no direct absorption process for this fundamental building block of life? (page 53)

	Nitrogen is inert and needs live bacteria to render it biologically consumable, but live bacteria must have nitrogen in their amino acids to be alive, so which came first? (page 54)

	What is the origin of the material and energy in the pinhead? If they came from a divine source, where did the supernatural power originate? (page 54)


Planet Water (chapter 3)

	What’s the origin of the 1,386,000,000 cubic kilometers of water in the oceans, and the 24,064,000 cubic kilometers of freshwater stored in the ice caps and glaciers? Why does the surface of a planet called Earth consist of 71 percent water? (page 79)

	Think of some of the other why questions to do with water. Why is it that water is one of the only elements that is in the three states of solid, liquid, and vapor at humankind’s living temperature? 


Such why questions expand our minds and our thinking.

Land (Our Earth — chapter 4)

	What does pure dirt have to do with the cosmic tableau? Why is Earth, to our knowledge, the only planet with soil, into which we can dig our hands and feet? How is it that Earth can produce such a wide variety of foodstuffs? (page 83)

	Why are there so many uninhabitable planets with land that won’t support us? (page 84)

	Who am I? Who are we? How did we get here? What’s our purpose? What are we accomplishing here? Where is this stage of humans on Earth heading? Is it just a stage? Is that all there is if anything? What’s the point? (page 84)

	Why is it that under our feet, the exceedingly hot core of Earth is at 6,000 degrees Celsius? And why is the sun, just eight minutes away at the speed of light, with its fifteen million degrees Celsius core over our heads? How is it that the skin membrane of Earth remains at a steady 15 degrees Celsius? How is it that this skin supports life in the form of plants, animals, and soil bacteria? We’re pondering the fact that the soles of our bare feet on the Earth make us realize that this temperature is just right for water to flow, worms to squirm, animals to burrow, seeds to germinate, roots to absorb, and for humankind’s agricultural and other activities. (pages 85–86)

	How is it that with all the interplanetary orbiting and the solar, stellar, and seasonal activity, average land temperatures vary very little and have been in a range that has supported life for millions of years? (page 86)

	Working, eating, sleeping, and playing — Is that all there is to human life? (page 88)

	We recognize that worms are good for the soil. But just how good are they? (page 98)

	The earthworm wouldn’t exist without the ideal conditions provided by the land, and indeed, vice versa. It’s another one of those, “which came first?” questions. (page 101)


The Flora Pivot (chapter 5)

	Why do water and nutrients travel upward when the force of gravity normally pushes them down into the soil? (page 107)

	The natural atmosphere is composed of just 21 percent oxygen. Where, then, do our travelers get the oxygen that is traveling down their windpipes? (page 109)

	Corn plants support the bean vines trailing everywhere, while the squash prevents weeds from growing. How do certain plants complement each other so well? (page 111)

	Like female wasps or bees to attract male wasps and bees, the Chinese orchids know the exact scent signals to emit to gain the desired result: pollination. Surprise! How can these orchids with their appealing petals and seemingly fragile appearance lure hornets efficiently by producing a particular scent when the orchids themselves look nothing like honeybees? (page 114)

	Why is it that flora, because it can transform nitrogen into an absorbable substance, is the pivot between the inanimate world of rocks and the living world of fauna and humans? (page 129)


Fauna (Animal Ability — chapter 6)

	Warthogs display a kind of intelligence (or instinct, if you will). They enter their burrows in reverse so they can charge predators that might be lurking nearby. The ingenuity of such an odd-looking creature makes us wonder: what else can animals do? (page 134)

	Signs direct our attention. They read: “Communicators,” “Organizers,” “Navigators,” “Climbers/Swimmers,” “Toolmakers,” and “Home Builders.” How can animals have all of these capabilities? (page 134)

	By all rights, a rattlesnake should eat a squirrel and its kits. But it didn’t, what happened? (page 136)

	Animals can communicate, but how do they “know” to do this? Is it in the genes, as with the bees’ pollen dance? Are animals capable of planning as we know it? Can they build societies? (page 137)

	How can bacteria living inside us and dwelling on common household surfaces (as well as everything we touch) organize without brains? (page 138)

	Should we call bacteria intelligent? Perhaps. Why do they seem to have awareness and an ability to organize in the most practical sense at the cellular level? (page 140)

	Baby rats have survival skills and mental abilities beyond those of newborn humans, who have larger brains! How can this be? (page 141)

	In the spring, the butterflies return north, unerringly coming back to their point of origin. This migratory pollination ensures the survival of both the flowers and the butterflies. How does the butterfly do this? (page 143)

	Why should hummingbirds be the only bird that can hover on the wind? Is it because they have no place to perch on the flowers? Why are they predisposed to this behavior? We know that we could not replicate their feats or efficiency. (page 144 )

	Can animals eventually learn from their surroundings as well? Can they invent solutions to solve problems? (page 148)

	Why do animals, which we assume blindly forage in the wild and locate food by instinct, demonstrate human-like problem-solving when they seek their dinner? (page 149)

	Each honeycomb’s construction follows precise geometric angles. They are so precise that even mathematicians miscalculated them. Bees are not capable of doing math or using a slide rule or protractor to measure. How, then, can the bees design with the efficiency of Frank Lloyd Wright? (page 150)

	Penguins waddle with their gleeful, all-black tuxedo tails spread out behind them. “Why don’t they fly?” someone asks. “They have wings.” “They’re short compared to the rest of their body,” someone else observes. While pondering what penguins can’t do, we observe their strengths closely. “Don’t their feet and legs get cold?” (page 153)

	In other insects, ice can kill body cells, but the black scarab is immune. How is this possible? (page 154)

	These animal species preserve themselves without thinking about it, in response to stimuli and triggers from the environment. How do they do this? (page 156)

	We watch the chimpanzees, the rats, or the warthogs in their exhibits, and we imagine the un-animaginable: in the end, do these animals match humans in intelligence even as they surpass them in the abilities to resist cold, build cities, and fly in ways that inspire poetry? (page 157)


The above are some of the basic why questions about the physical universe. The why questions about human life, the brain, the mind, and man’s role compared to that of animals are coming up. It gets more exciting and interesting.

Remember that we are doing this exercise because the coherent, complete theology, the s/Sources of the sacred book, should be able to answer these why questions for us. The holy book that can give us the answers should be the correct one — if a s/Source exists and if that s/Source has recorded the answers to the why questions.
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The Question: Why Human Life?
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This chapter covers questions about why human life, from Inventory of the Universe, chapters 7–10. 

Human Life, Human Body, Brain/Mind, and The Human/Animal Dilemma. Keep in mind why we’re exposing these questions: Because we are searching for answers, coherent completeness where all the data fits together to give us a clear understanding of the why of the Universe, Earth, and Humankind. A tall order, granted. We’re looking for a book that contains these answers.

Remember that at the end of Audit of the Universe, we realized that Leaders, Philosophers, Scientists, and Religionists had not given us this coherent completeness. In other words, humankind, of and by itself, cannot figure out the equation.

We’ve therefore turned to Theology to try and see if there’s some sacred book authored by a s/Source that is beyond humankind. At this point, The Explanation is not saying there is such a s/Source. I’m presenting the issues, and it’ll be up to you to see whether these arguments lead to coherent completeness.

Below is a lengthy list, including many why questions for which we need reliable answers. You can NOT get proper what / how answers UNLESS you know WHY! And they relate to the most fundamental query of all, why human life?

As an example: How should we treat employees? You can answer, but you can’t give a complete solution — unless you know why humankind exists; this might sound disproportionate, but an employee, no matter where they are in the world, is a human being. You can’t know what they need, how to keep them productive unless you understand why that human life is in your employ. You might think you’re just dealing with a bunch of employees that have a job to be done. But sooner or later, there’ll be discontent because you’ve overlooked the human life aspect of the question.

We’re going deep, deep, deep to search for a sacred book with a s/Source, beyond humankind, that can throw light on this primordial subject.

Human Life

	How can you have total worldwide peace and prosperity if you don’t have it first on an individual level? (page 164)

	We recognize that DNA has a top-down approach to transmitting information that orchestrates the notes of the biological chef-d’oeuvre in distinctive, unique directions; this is where we witness chronobiology at its supreme. What do I mean by that? Think of DNA as having internal clocks, each set to the life cycle equivalent of what time it is in Paris, New York, Hong Kong, or Tokyo. These timers help juggle the millions of elements in a DNA chain, with instantaneous and meticulous exactitude, to produce various types of RNA that in turn, combine the amino acids into the lengthy folded proteins that are propelled to the four corners of your body to keep life running. (page 165)

	Our disturbing question comes up time and again: which came first? For instance, proteins produce amino acids while already having amino acids as part of their structure. In a flowchart or organizational chart, which do you put first? (page 166)

	When bonded together, these molecules form about five hundred chains called amino acids, of which only twenty are the building blocks of proteins. Why only that many? Why those specific ones? Why does human life have the composition it does?(page 170)

	“Do you know where the amino acids come from?” asks Galacti. “Various sources. They can come from our food digested (metabolized) into amino acids that join the pool of amino acids in our bloodstream, or these amino acids can be built from scratch, from simpler molecules, by other processes.” (page 174)

	There are many fascinating aspects of protein synthesis, including this practically instantaneous folding into thousands of elegant 3-D geometric figures. Why these specific shapes? (page 177)

	However, one cell can’t be important to human life — or can it? (page 178)

	What else, exactly, goes on inside a cell? (page 181)

	Only specific cells in specific places expire, while those directly adjacent are transforming into various skin cells, each with its specific functions. How is all this governed? (page 188)

	Such cells have an internal self-destruct mechanism that takes them out of the normal cell circuit. “Is it too harsh to call that suicide?” Galacti asks. “Or is it more like a machine that shuts down? (page 189)

	The question we want to ask is this: how can one fertilized cell know how to become which one of the approximate four hundred diverse cell types we have in our bodies? (page 190)

	Move our hands, prick our fingers, or breathe, and we know that cell processes and the elemental atoms in DNA are at work right now, as are the vital elements of life, including the oxygen we breathe. The question is, how. Are genes the answer? (page 191)

	Remember, scientists, are awakening to the real purpose of the about 80 percent of DNA that was considered junk. “In that case,” adds Galacti, “what surprises might the remaining 20 percent hold for us? (page 194)

	With such interplay of nature and nurture, how can the species of humankind be so distinct? (page 194)

	Why do transposable elements jump? How do they know where to insert themselves? (page 195)

	With both addition and suppression of transposable elements, specific human functions and characteristics can be activated, silenced, or diseased. Since 80 percent of our genome is biologically active, it could go awry. Why are we in particularly good health? (page 195)

	How Many Genes, Chromosomes, and DNA Base Pairs Do Other Organisms Have? (page 202)

	Why does a rare flowering plant in Japan called Paris japonica have the largest genome of any living organism that we have measured? (page 203)

	Does a larger genome indicate a more sophisticated organism? (page 204)

	What about the rudimentary, irregularly shaped Amoeba dubia that contains 670 billion base pairs of nucleotides, the blueprint for everything from its irregular one-celled shape to its tentacle-like pseudopodia that help amoebas move? How can amoebas possibly have a larger genome than we do? (page 204)

	How do the base pair combinations in the DNA alphabet of a dog, which differ from a worm’s, produce the ears, nose, fur, and wagging tail of a specific dog breed, as well as the blood cells that differ from human cells? (page 205)

	Or how do the genes control the specific head and thorax configuration of the fruit fly? (page 205)

	Exactly how and why do the genomes and DNA produce the variations around us? (page 205)


Bodies Alive

	We wonder at the history of speech. When were the first syllables or words spoken? Were they spoken by the ancient Chinese or by Indus Valley dwellers? (page 219)

	How is it that the body contains the right amount of these minerals to make the spine and other bones strong? (page 222)

	How is it that the lower bones are strong enough to keep us upright while the other bones, such as the pectoral girdle and the bones in the arms and hand, work together to do the daily tasks of living? (page )

	Why do women have breasts? Why are women uniquely equipped to have children, making eggs fertilized with sperm cells? Why do men have more hemoglobin, the composition of red blood cells, than women? (page 231)

	Another difference is the body fat that provides women with curves and full hips; we wonder about the origin of these differences. Is it merely in the hormones? Is it in the DNA, or as doctors suggest, the brain? (page 234)


Brain and Mind

	The control center is called the cerebral cortex, and it is how we can reach answers to our main questions: Are humans equipped to perceive, think, and reason? Even more importantly, if the answer is yes, then why is human life equipped to reason? (page 238)

	Can the structure of the brain truly explain why we do what we do, how we think, why we love what we love, and why we fear what we fear? (page 240)

	Wouldn’t it be nice if we all decided to practice positive associations? (page 254)

	How do infants learn? How do they learn which number is larger, for example, or how to recite a nursery rhyme? How do they learn to do those things on command? (page 255)

	Why should babies be able to read lips, and why does the freshness of their minds allow them to learn two languages (such as Spanish and English or French and German) more easily? (page 258)

	Despite infant’s large brains, however, their neuronal structure is like a sensory library waiting to be filled, and their brain maps are only blueprints. Why is this so? (page 259)

	It’s no secret that teenagers’ brains work differently, but why don’t they have the same advantage as young children, whose brains contain about 60 percent more neurons than the teens’? Is there some significance to teen brains developing in some areas, but challenged in others, such as the circuits that control judgment, emotional control, and reasoning? (page 263)

	Why do those bright, innocent, neuron-filled brains keep asking Why? Why? (page 263)

	Is there an underlying message we should be getting? Is the universal brain telling us something that we haven’t grasped yet? (page 265)

	Why do all brains experience identical critical periods despite differences in sex and race? Why is it that the woman next to me, raised in Malaysia, has the same lifelong patterns of brain processing? You might well say that we think different thoughts in a sense because our experiences are different, but we are alike in cognitive activity. Is it because we are all humans? Surely, but is there something more at work? (page 265)

	We are all pondering the fact that we think. What exactly does that mean? (page 266)

	What exactly is the mind? We can see the brain on our scans with the neurons firing. However, can we detect the mind in those pictures made of particles? (page 266)

	Which comes first: a thought or brain activity? (page 268)

	Could we one day “see” thoughts (we’re hungry, we’re thinking about home, we’re in love) in our tangle of “computer wire” neurons as those neurons fire? (page 270)

	It means that there’s a crucial point to address. How can the mental practice of thinking affect physical activity? (page 271)

	There must be some interface. Wherever that immaterial thought is, what process causes it to take physical action that lights up the brain scan? (page 271)

	Those three-week-old kittens and ducklings we spoke of earlier have reappeared in the lab, courtesy of Galacti. We watch them, and we wonder: Do they think? Do their brain maps change? (page 274)

	During our amazing journey, we’ve discovered many conundrums summed up by that unanswerable question: which came first, the chicken or the egg? Did amino acids come first, or did the proteins that contain and produce amino acids? Science and humankind still have much to discover, but can we answer such a question? Can we go beyond that? For instance, the common question is, “What was there before the Big Bang?” Another common question is, “Where did that initial explosion come from?”

	Let’s ask another: “We know that the expansion of our universe is accelerating, not decelerating. What implausible force is behind such a venture?” And another: “Since our universe is composed of space and time, and since it’s inflating, into what is it expanding? What’s out there beyond the extremities of our universe, that is becoming a part of it, at a rate of billions and billions of square kilometers per second?” Galacti has put on his kiddie cap and is asking his “why” questions: “Why does this universe exist? Why are humans on Earth? Is there a point to life?” (page 278)


The Human /Animal Dilemma

	There are philosophical questions like why are we here? Some say, “Who cares? Does it matter?” but others either offer ideas or are looking for answers to such questions, whether the answers are scientific, philosophical, or spiritual. And the ultimate satisfaction would be to have the solutions satisfy the scientific, philosophic, and religious minds. Is this possible? (page 279)

	Do animals demonstrate kinship as we understand it, or is it merely survival instinct? (page 281)

	Animals kill to eat or in self-defense. They do not perform wanton, wholesale destruction, nor do they kill for fun. Somehow, this vast arena has established a living equilibrium. Can we say the same for humans? (page 296)

	The broad question is how each of these subjects, or pieces of the puzzle, relates to bringing peace and prosperity to Earth. The primary query is this: Do animals have a role to play in this? Can they participate in the discussion via clues and input? (page 302)

	“Can man answer the question of how to attain peace and prosperity? (page 302)

	Who would have ever thought a 3-D printer was possible? Yet man invented it. (page 306)

	What Is an Animal? What Is a Human? (page 309)

	However, when we look at the world today, who are transforming it? Who is at the heart of all, and I mean all the changes, modifications, and revolutions that have historically taken place and are reordering society at a seemingly speedier pace today? (page 309)

	Why is it that a blind piglet can find its way to its mother’s nipples and begin suckling for its livelihood seconds after birth, while a newborn human baby would die if it did not have the nipple placed in its mouth? (page 312)

	Why is it that colts and fillies can get to their feet, wobble, and walk around within minutes after their birth? While a baby lies on its back for months before even starting the process of turning over, getting up on all fours, crawling on all fours, standing, and finally taking its first steps around ten months after birth? Why is it that animals with smaller brains and lesser intelligence become independent quickly, while babies with a vast potential of intelligence take about eighteen years before we declare them adults? Why is it that animals are operational within seconds, minutes, or days and can eat, hunt, swim, fly, navigate, hibernate, and adapt to their environment? While children have to go through a lengthy process of years of education to learn the fundamentals of how to live and how to earn a living among many, many other things? Why do these capacities originate and manifest themselves in these ways? (page 312)

	When seven billion people are playing with the same puzzle (of the Universe and Earth) according to their own different rules, can it resemble the original one for long? (page 321)

	Can the puzzle’s masterpieces retain their perfect fit, each filling its position, functions, and responsibilities properly within the entirety of that intricate puzzle? In what shape is our puzzle? Is it still recognizable? How much sincere interest is there in trying to understand the original form? Is there a limit to how far humankind can go in breaking off the edges of the puzzle pieces before the puzzle falls apart? What is the state of our universal heritage? Do we have peace and prosperity? Is it attainable for all? If so, how? (page 322)


There you have it, All those puzzling why questions touching on every aspect of our Universe, from Space to Human life with our extraordinary minds. 

Who can answer all these ethereal but real questions? Can humans? The conclusion of Audit of the Universe shows that humans can NOT answer them. So we have two options:

	The questions remain unanswered.

	We look to another s/Source for answers. It is this latter channel we're following. That is the role of Theology: To find the s/Source's answers—not what humans might imagine or interpret regarding this s/Source.


This way, for the answers to the why questions we humans are asking right now.
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​Is the Bible Possibly the Sacred Book?
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Just one Sacred Book?! One could read that introductory question and retort, "Sam, that's a Catch 22 conundrum: You've got to read, study, comprehend and be an expert of ALL the sacred books before you can decide if there's just one that answers these criteria." That, in itself, is a lifetime endeavor. Indeed some have gone that route.

I'm not an expert in all these books, and I don't have a lifetime to devote to such a study. Do I throw my hands up in despair? No. Let's look at some basics, starting with some numbers of major religious groups. Why religious groups? Because they are the ones that refer to sacred texts. You can find more information on these statistics of believers here.

	Christianity (31.5%)

	Islam (23.2%)

	Hinduism (15.0%)

	Buddhism (7.1%)

	Folk religions (5.9%)


The sacred book(s) used by each of these religious orientations is specific.

Hinduism

Hinduism refers to the Vedas, of which there are four: the Rigveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda, and the Atharvaveda. The point I'd like to bring to your attention is their content: mantras, benedictions, text on rituals, ceremonies, sacrifices and symbolic-sacrifices, and commentaries on rituals.

Another text which forms the basis of Hinduism also shared to some extent with Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism is the Upanishads. These sacred writings discuss meditation, philosophy, spiritual knowledge, and worship. They delve into—brahman—the nature of ultimate reality and—mokṣa—the path to and character of spiritual liberation. The Upanishadic goal is to reveal the way to an individual's freedom, their liberation in this life, or after-life. It is about the individual, one's knowledge about their soul.

Buddhism

Their sacred work entitled Tripitaka exposes rules and regulations of monastic life that cover dietary practices, dress code, and certain personal conducts that are prohibited. These are wisdom texts. Another sacred work is Dharma, which reveals the purification of human beings and their moral transformation. The word dharm, when used by the Sikhs, refers to correct religious practices that lead to the path of righteousness. Buddhist training revolves around three key elements: higher virtue, higher mind, and higher wisdom.

Then, there's the all-important Dhammapada composed of stories and sayings of Buddha. The theme of Buddha's teachings was to promote the Buddhist way of life.

The conclusion I want to draw here is that these sacred works focus mainly on personal development and leading a life of piety. These works do not delve into subjects and matters that deal with the why of the Universe, Earth, Humankind. Their wisdom teachings and way of life characterizes people in the East. Taoism and Confucianism propose the maintenance of ethics and the cultivation of virtue, while Chinese folk religion adds in shamanism, ancestor worship, magic, ghosts, and other spirits.

Here, the dualistic forces of nature, that we in the West are so aware of, come into play, when we talk about yin and yang. The darker, softer, calmer, feminine yin opposed to the brighter, firmer, passionate, masculine yang. A person learns from both the yin and the yang and thus lives in harmony.

Hence, some prefer referring to these Eastern teachings as a way of life or a philosophy rather than a full-blown religion as we know it.

Please understand the point of this chapter: It has nothing to do with the integrity, quality, practicality, or depth of the sacred books of the East. That's not what we're discussing. The ONLY point we're establishing is: focus on finding one holy book that answers, in a coherent, complete way, all the why questions Inventory of the Universe and Audit of the Universe and Humankind have provoked. These Oriental sacred books do not pretend to do that.

This Oriental type of religion, philosophy, mythology, wisdom in all its ethnic varieties, forms, and traditions accounts for almost half of the world's population. The other approximate half of our planet has a different basis.

Islam

As we know, the Quran is the basis of Islam. What we need to realize is that like Christianity, Islam is an Abrahamic Religion. That is, both Islam and Christianity believe in the sacred nature of the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament believed to be composed by the prophet Moses. Along with this, traditional Muslim understanding highlights passages in the Quran, which affirm the Christian Gospel as the valid revelation of God.

Of course, each religion has its particular interpretation of these same scriptures. Within each of these two mainstream religions, there are many, many groups, each holding their specific viewpoint.

With Islam representing about a quarter of the world's population and Christianity's 2 billion followers, another third, their foundational sacred book has taken on a life of its own. And that brings us to the Bible.

Bible

In the entire Western world, the sacred book is the Bible. Judaism limits itself to the Old Testament, but Christianity, in all its variegated forms, accepts and believes in both the Old and New Testaments. Some Christian religions consider additional works as sacred. These works may throw light on some of the questions we are considering, but the cornerstone key and common denominator of Western religion remain the Bible.

When you get down to it, the only book that is considered sacred, that is believed by many to be inspired by a non-human source, that can begin to answer all our questions, is the Bible.

I realize that's a huge statement. I know you might not agree. I know you might adamantly disagree. Here's the challenge: Show me writings that do answer ALL these questions.

I also understand that you might acknowledge the Bible as a special work but not accept it as a sacred book and certainly not as one inspired by a s/Source beyond humanity with answers to all our mundanely, earthy questions. Ok, this is where I need to ask you for patience. Such a subject takes time to develop; that's what the rest of this book, Origin of the Universe, and the follow-up books intend to do. Please read on.

Why would I focus on the Bible? On what is known as the Old and New Testaments? The Bible is an incredible paradox. The all-time best-seller, all-time number of misunderstandings.

I’ve progressed to focusing on the Bible for one reason: We want and need writings that answer the why questions.

The identifying sign of the One Sacred Book we’re looking for is that it will give real, coherent complete answers to the BASIC questions for which HUMANKIND does not have answers.

Questions that are so basic as to defy the imagination include:

List of Basic Questions Humankind cannot Answer

	Why is it that humans are intelligent?

	Why is it that in spite of all the geographic separations with unique animal and plant species that exist nowhere else, humankind is the only species that is worldwide?

	Why is it that humankind alone has a responsibility for the state of this planet?

	Why is it that no matter where humankind is on Earth, men, women, and children are sociable?

	Why is it that no matter where humankind is on Earth, men, women, and children are living in some form of relationship, generally marriage?

	Why is it that no matter where humankind is on Earth, couples are obliged to raise their children?

	Why is it that no matter where humankind is on Earth, a couple's children take so many years to reach maturity?

	Why is this world in such an upset state? And how is it possible to clear it up?

	Etc., Etc.


Our ONE sacred book must answer not just 25% or 50% or 72% but 100% of these questions and indeed, even the issues that we don’t think to interrogate!

Of all the Sacred Books I listed in a previous chapter, the Bible is the only one that has the answers to these fundamental questions of life—and, if you don’t mind, I’ll add death—because since we’ll all go through that, it is a fundamental question which we cannot ignore: Why death? What is its purpose? Is there an afterlife? Why? How? Where? Under what conditions? Does everyone participate? And the list of down-to-earth questions goes on and on.

Now, let’s get down to brass tacks. That I’ve focused attention on the Bible is nothing new. After all, many preachers are pounding out messages from the Bible. Hotel rooms carry a copy, and they’ll even deliver one to your door free, accompanied by people who will explain certain teachings directly from the Bible’s words.

So, why continue reading what I’m writing?

Because I submit to you that whatever language they are using other than the Biblical Hebrew (I will not get into the Greek for now) is incomplete and does not tell the whole story. Please don’t get me wrong. I wrote INcomplete and the WHOLE story. Oh yes, the English, French, German, Spanish Japanese, Chinese, indeed all translations DO TELL A STORY—but NOT THE COMPLETE STORY.

Sorry for the capital letters, but I need you to pay attention and stop and even get a little irritated by both the way and what I just wrote. I want to move you enough to become curious as to what the Biblical Hebrew says, and what you might be missing in your comprehension of this ONE SACRED BOOK.
d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/image070.jpg
The Enigma of All Time





d2d_images/cover.jpg
How did we inherit an eco-friendly Earth capable of
producing 21,000,000,000 meals daily?
This commentary on Genesis 1, Based on
Biblical Hebrew, answers that question and reveals
whether the chicken or the egg came first.

Origjn of the
Universe






d2d_images/image050.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image055.jpg
|

i Sacred Books.

B






d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image017.jpg
Theology

The study of sound, reasoned words
related to god(s) / God






d2d_images/image015.jpg
Coherent GompleGeness
is bhe logicaleasoning
of bhe Sourceofal bings





d2d_images/image042.jpg
The Besic Qu?uﬂon: j
Y
% Wk,

e Neee Besie Answels





d2d_images/image024.jpg
Religion Theology

INighdandlPaylDifference]





