
Can a Christian Feel the Influence of Heaven

What does the Bible say?

Colossians 3:1-2

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things.
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Can a Christian Feel the Influence of Heaven.

What does the Bible say?

Colossians 3:1-2

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things.
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The Heavenly Man in the Gospel of John

The Gospel of John presents Jesus not only as the Son of God, but as a man from heaven. This truth challenges the understanding of every person who encounters him. Each figure in the Gospel responds differently to Jesus’ claim of heavenly origin, and their varied reactions offer insight into our own hearts and questions today.



John the Baptist: Recognizing Heaven’s Authority

John the Baptist had a unique role—he was the forerunner, preparing the way for the Lord. He recognized that Jesus’ origin was not earthly. In John 3:31, he declared, “The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.” For John, Jesus' authority came from his heavenly origin. John was content to decrease so that the heavenly man might increase (John 3:30). He did not need to understand everything; he simply knew Jesus came from God.



Nicodemus: Struggling to Understand the Heavenly Birth

Nicodemus was a religious leader, yet he struggled with Jesus' teachings. When Jesus spoke of being “born again,” Nicodemus asked, “How can someone be born when they are old?” (John 3:4). Jesus replied, “You must be born from above” (John 3:7). The earthly man in Nicodemus could not grasp heavenly things. Jesus said, “I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?” (John 3:12). Nicodemus shows us how difficult it is for earthly reasoning to understand heavenly realities.



The Crowd: Conflicted by Earthly Assumptions

In John 6, Jesus calls himself the “bread that came down from heaven.” The crowd murmured, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?” (John 6:42). They could not reconcile the divine with the familiar. Their earthly assumptions about Jesus’ origin blocked them from receiving the heavenly gift he offered. Even though they had seen miracles, their minds remained earthbound.



The Leaders: Resisting the Man from Heaven

The religious leaders were often antagonistic toward Jesus. In John 8:23, Jesus tells them directly, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.” Their rejection of him was not just theological—it was a rejection of heaven itself. Because they were “of this world,” they could not perceive or receive the authority of the heavenly man. Instead of believing, they sought to silence him.



Each response to Jesus—from belief to confusion to rejection—was shaped by whether the person operated from an earthly or heavenly perspective. The question that arises for us is: Are we earthly in our thinking, or are we learning to see Jesus as the heavenly man?
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Bearing the Image of the Heavenly Man

1 Corinthians 15:45

So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.
Paul’s understanding of Jesus as the man from heaven is profound. He identifies Jesus as “the last Adam” and “a life-giving spirit.” Just as Adam gave us physical life, Christ gives spiritual life. The contrast is clear: Adam is dust; Jesus is divine. Paul knew that the natural life comes first, but the goal is transformation into the spiritual—the heavenly.



1 Corinthians 15:46

The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.
Paul’s own encounter with the risen Christ shaped this view. On the road to Damascus, he met not an earthly teacher, but the glorified Lord from heaven. This encounter forever changed Paul’s understanding. He no longer saw Jesus according to the flesh (2 Corinthians 5:16), but as the life-giving spirit from above.



1 Corinthians 15:47

The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven.
This helps us understand what Paul means when he says, “Just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man.” We begin with an earthly nature, but through faith in Christ, we receive the life of heaven within us. This is not postponed until death. As Paul writes elsewhere, we are “being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18).



1 Corinthians 15:48

As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven.
Jesus told Nicodemus, “You must be born again.” Paul understood that this new birth was the work of the Spirit, changing believers into those who are “of heaven.” The influence of heaven enters the believer’s life now—through the Spirit, through faith, and through obedience.



1 Corinthians 15:49

And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man.
In the next chapters, we will explore how this heavenly transformation touches every part of our being—our minds, our relationships, and even our physical lives. Heaven is not merely a future destination; it is a present reality for those in Christ.
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Two Fathers, Two Roles

Luke 2:41–52 (NIV)

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 
When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 
After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 
Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. 
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 
When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 
After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished. 
His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. 
“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 
But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. 
But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.



The Role of Joseph, His Earthly Father
In this story, Joseph’s role is evident. He is a faithful father, leading his family to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. Joseph is concerned when Jesus goes missing, searching for him anxiously. As an earthly father, Joseph provided care, protection, and guidance. He was responsible for Jesus’ upbringing in the traditions of Israel. In this way, Joseph shaped Jesus’ natural growth—his understanding of family, community, and the customs of the law.



The Role of the Heavenly Father
But Jesus knew he had another Father. When Mary asked why he stayed behind, Jesus replied, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). Here, Jesus reveals that his highest loyalty is to his heavenly Father. At just twelve years old, he was already aware of his unique identity as the Son of God. The temple—his Father’s house—was where he felt most at home, where his heavenly purpose was unfolding.



Moving from the Influence of Earthly to Heavenly
This story shows how Jesus was moving from the authority of an earthly father to the authority of the heavenly Father. Joseph taught him the ways of Israel, but the heavenly Father would reveal the mysteries of the kingdom of God. Jesus honored Joseph by returning to Nazareth and submitting to him. Yet his true mission and identity were rooted in his heavenly Father’s call.
This journey of moving from earthly to heavenly influence is a pattern for us as well. We honor our earthly roots—our families, cultures, and traditions—but we are called to
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