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INTRODUCTION
One of the pleasures of walking along Manhattan’s streets is the mix of people rushing, strolling, or idling by. Mink-coated and pin-striped, wearing ragged jeans (but just-so in their raggedness) and purple hair, buttoned-down and laid-back, all share the same space. It is a variety that also marks the housing choices available to those who live in New York City and its suburbs.
These neighborhoods, hamlets, villages, towns, and cities each have their own personalities, though, like members of sprawling families or clans, their similarities are frequently as striking as their differences. There are few guideposts to these individual personalities, and those that exist are sometimes hard to decipher. Classified ads are a help—house descriptions and figures preceded by dollar signs quickly direct most house hunters in making some basic decisions—but even these are frequently written in code. In the city, an apartment described as having a “townhouse feel” probably means that it is on a low floor. The phrase “lots of light” frequently translates to “no view.” Whether in city or country, “riv vu” may assume a contortionist’s ability to swivel the neck. References to “t.l.c.” have nothing to do with the Taxi and Limousine Commission, except to suggest a blinking yellow caution light. And, of course, “needs work” invariably means “needs lots of work.”
Names may or may not provide clues. Manhattan’s West End Avenue, a block from the bustle of Broadway, seems to occupy a different universe from that of the tranquil (some West Siders would say dull) high-rise village of East End Avenue. Brooklyn Heights and Staten Island’s Lighthouse Hill do, as their names suggest, offer splendid views, but the names of Manhattan’s TriBeCa and New Jersey’s Ho-Ho-Kus are more puzzling than descriptive. On Long Island, Port Washington, Port Jefferson, Northport, Centerport, and Oyster Bay accurately suggest nautical surroundings, but Locust Valley may put those unfamiliar with its leafy privileged lanes in mind of less appealing biblical images. For those who live in them, however, the New Jersey communities of Alpine and Summit may well occupy the housing niches that these names suggest.
In many New York suburbs, looks and boundary lines can be misleading. Identical-seeming houses on the same street will sell for differences of tens of thousands of dollars because they are in different towns or school districts. Many towns are served by more than one school district, and the differences in reputations of the districts will translate into significant differences in housing prices. Access to such desirable facilities as golf clubs and beaches may be controlled by the municipal boundary lines that run through otherwise identical neighborhoods. Taxes can vary sharply from municipality to municipality, even when a visitor would be hard put to see many differences between them.
All of these factors are part of what makes each community different from its neighbors. Beyond these attributes, though, are others that are harder to measure, but that give each place its personality. The hamlet of South Salem, just an hour from Manhattan, takes part of its Norman Rockwell character from a town center consisting of a general store, an antiques shop, and the remnants of a one-pump gas station that no longer operates; across the street, standing on a slight rise, is the South Salem Presbyterian Church. Part of the character of the surrounding boomerang-shaped Town of Lewisboro comes from a network of horse trails allowing riders free access to 1,500 acres of private property. The Long Island village of Northport has chosen to preserve the tracks of the long-departed trolleys along a still-thriving Main Street that leads down to Long Island Sound.
Montclair, with its wide range of housing, its stress on education, and its devotion to making multiracial society more than a lip-service term, has long drawn so many former Manhattan residents that it is known as the Upper West Side of New Jersey. The space and modest rents of the Brooklyn neighborhood of Williamsburg have helped form an urban mix that includes Polish immigrants, Italian, Hispanic, and Hasidic families, and artists (some of whose works are exhibited in the Brooklyn Brewery’s gallery), all one subway stop away from Manhattan. The Tudor half-timbers, extensive brickwork, and red-tiled roofs of the Queens neighborhood of Forest Hills Gardens owe much to the turn-of-the-century Garden Cities movement. Nearby, in the heart of another Queens neighborhood, the 600 two-story row houses of Sunnyside Gardens cluster around landscaped gardens in one of the first planned communities in the United States, a 77-acre enclave that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
Every week since March 28, 1982, writers for the Real Estate section of The New York Times have set out to describe the communities of the New York area, seeking to identify and describe such specifics as the costs of homes, school spending, and local history, as well as such harder-todefine qualities as the look and feel of the neighborhoods and the ways in which they are changing, or keeping the qualities that have drawn residents to live in them. This book collects 115 of these pieces, all of which have been updated.
A word about the statistics used in this book: All are current as of the end of 1997 or early 1998, with a few figures from mid-1998. And all will surely be out of date by the time you read this—though whether the current figures will be much different from these, or even if they will be higher or lower, is impossible to forecast. Despite their seeming precision, real estate statistics can only approximate a market. In the suburbs, multiple-listing services make a thorough and conscientious effort to track prices, but not every house is sold through agents whose real estate brokerages are members of those services. In New York City, unlike most other real estate markets in the United States, there is no comprehensive multiple-listing service. And sales of the co-op apartments that are a major part of the housing market in New York City, especially in Manhattan, are not a matter of public record; our figures for these sales are estimates from a variety of real estate brokerages. Gazetteer figures for taxes on median-priced houses are approximations; property taxes can vary markedly on houses selling for roughly the same price. In a few cases, where the data were insufficient or misleading, the estimates were omitted. Estimates of population and median household income were prepared by the Queens College Applied Social Research Program, and are as of 1997.
The variety of housing choices in the New York area is not exhausted in the 115 places described in this book, but it is suggested. Within these pages are communities that have long been the first stop for immigrants, and others where multimillion-dollar homes are so common as to be unremarkable. There are many communities in which outstanding schools are regarded as both a responsibility and a good community investment. There are others in which residence (which in these cases usually means ownership) also buys membership in, or at least eligibility for, the village country club, mooring rights at the municipal marina, and—perhaps sweetest of all—a guaranteed parking spot at the railroad station.
There are many people whose offstage work has gone into these articles, and into this book. Among those to whom thanks are due are each of the staff members of and contributors to the Real Estate section of The New  York Times, especially Bill Hollander, the original editor on almost all of these pieces; Alan S. Oser, who sets the standard for perceptive and knowledgeable real estate coverage, and who is the most generous of colleagues; and Rosalie Radomsky, who would bring sunshine into a window-less room. Also at The Times, Steve Hadermayer and his expert colleagues in the Map Department, including Natasha Perkel, who prepared the maps in this volume; Don Donofrio, resident technology wizard; Charles Robinson, information services director; Linda Amster and her research staff, who may not know everything, but who know how to find it; Mitchel Levitas, whose determination saw this book into being; and Arthur Gelb, Timesman nonpareil. Outside  The Times, the list should include Susan Weber of Queens College, and the many local officials, real estate professionals, and municipal staff members and academics who have helped reporters who come into an area and try to capture its life. The names of two New York City borough historians, Richard B. Dickenson of Staten Island and John H. Manbeck of Brooklyn, can represent those of many others who have been generous with their knowledge. Sybil Pincus, production editor at Times Books, has shepherded this book into print with a sure hand and a watchful eye.
The “If You’re Thinking of Living In . . .” column was the idea of the late Michael Sterne, a reporter, foreign correspondent, and editor who made contributions that can still be seen in the pages of  The New York Times. As a boss and colleague, he was more demanding of himself than he was of anyone else. The name of the column, as Mike noted in his introduction to an earlier compilation of columns in 1985, was the idea of A. M. Rosenthal, who was then the executive editor of The Times. 
Finally, thanks to my family: my wife, Blitz, and our children, Christine, Thomas, and Christopher. I want to live wherever they live.
Michael J. Leahy
Real Estate Editor
The New York Times
 July 1998

MANHATTAN

BATTERY PARK CITY
An urban suburb, with yacht basin
BY PETER MALBIN
Where else in Manhattan can you sail away from a harbor only steps away from your apartment building, as well as plant and tend your own small plot of land with advice from a horticulturist? Not to mention walk five minutes to a corporate job in a financial center? With a yacht basin, a 1.2-mile-long esplanade, and a third of its 92-acre site devoted to open space, it is hard to imagine that you are in one of the world’s most densely populated cities.
Battery Park City is an urban suburb designed to include some of the best features of New York’s architecture. Tree-lined, wide streets lead to the esplanade hugging the Hudson River, which offers views of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, and the New Jersey riverfront. Cool breezes off the Hudson lower the temperature by 10 degrees throughout the year. Its five public parks and its gardens and plazas are patrolled around the clock by officers in green ranger uniforms. Whimsical bronze sculptures of animals, musical instruments, and hands enliven the area.
“I love the open space,” said Maria Smith, who has lived in a one-bedroom condominium on Rector Place for 10 years. “Within two minutes, I am on the river and I can watch the tankers and sailboats go by.”  The BatteryPark City Broadsheet publishes a column called “Riverwatch,” listing the sailing times of passing liners.
Retail stores on South End Avenue, the main shopping area of the complex, include two supermarkets, several cleaners, a pharmacy, a liquor store, a hair salon, and a deli. On Thursdays, a farmers’ market sets up shop on Liberty Street at the south end of the neighboring World Trade Center.
By comparison with the usual cornucopia of older residential neighborhoods, however, shopping leaves something to be desired. “Services have improved vastly in the 10 years I’ve been here, but we could use a video rental store and a bakery,” said Ms. Smith.
GAZETTEER
POPULATION: 7,615.
AREA: 1.7 square miles.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $110,000.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A ONE-BEDROOM CONDO: $231,000.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A TWO-BEDROOMCONDO: $346,000.
MIDRANGE RENT FOR A ONE-BEDROOMAPARTMENT: $2,330.
MIDRANGE RENT FOR A TWO-BEDROOMAPARTMENT: $3,450.
DISTANCE FROM MIDTOWN MANHATTAN: 4.5 miles.
RUSH-HOUR TRAVEL TO MIDTOWN: PATH train, 15 minutes, $1 one way; 20 minutes on the 1, 2, 3, 9, A, E, C, N, or R subway train.
CODES: Area, 212; ZIP, 10280.
Casual neighborhood restaurants like Steamer’s Landing and Wave offer a view of the sun setting on the Hudson. A stroll away in the World Financial Center are the more upscale Hudson River Club as well as a plethora of other restaurants, and stores such as the Rizzoli bookstore, Barneys, Ann Taylor, and Gap Kids. Orchestras, jazz bands, circus troupes, and dancers provide free entertainment in the Winter Garden, where 16 giant palm trees reach toward the top of the 120-foot glass-enclosed atrium.
Battery Park City is built on landfill, some from the excavation for the World Trade Center. Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller envisioned it as a futuristic residential and commercial neighborhood along the Hudson River. In 1968, the state legislature formed the Battery Park City Authority to develop the community in several stages.
The first residential complex was Gateway Plaza—six rental buildings that opened in 1982–83. Young single professionals who wanted to be close to financial jobs downtown were attracted to the area. Many of those singles from the pioneer days are now raising young families in the area, often combining condominium apartments. Charles Wolstein, his wife, Miriam Chernick (who lived in Gateway Plaza in the ’80s), and their baby daughter moved into a 1,550-square-foot three-bedroom apartment at 280 Rector Place from a one-bedroom in a next-door building at 200 Rector Place. Mr. Wolstein, a management consultant, works in midtown, and Ms. Chernick is in the marketing department of a financial-services company in the World Financial Center. “There are very few large apartments here,” Mr. Wolstein said. “We were lucky to find it. We wanted to stay in the neighborhood. It’s one of the most serene communities in the city.”
“It’s an unusual market,” said Julie Stevens, a broker with Douglas Elliman, referring both to the types of buildings and to the fact that the area is exempt from the various laws that regulate many rental apartments elsewhere in the city. “There are no walk-up brownstones or tenements, no rent control or rent stabilization.”
Instead there are 11 condominium and eight rental buildings. All have concierges and exercise rooms and three provide parking. Asking prices for typical 625- to 775-square-foot one-bedroom condominiums are $150,000 to $350,000, brokers say. Two-bedrooms are in short supply, they say, costing anywhere from $275,000 for a 900-square-foot apartment with no view to $800,000 for a penthouse with a river-view terrace.
Combined common charges and taxes generally range from $1 to $2 per square foot, typical for Manhattan, said Norman Horowitz, a broker with Halstead Property Company. But the monthly charges are considerably higher in smaller buildings because there are fewer tenants. Part of the proceeds from common charges and taxes goes to the Battery Park City Authority, which maintains the parks.
The rental market is tight, brokers say, a situation that may be alleviated somewhat by current construction of three rental buildings in the “north neighborhood,” which is a short walk from TriBeCa’s restaurants, bakeries, and nightlife. Two nine-story rental buildings in the south section are also in the advanced planning stage.
“The population is going to increase significantly,” said John La Mura, president and chief executive of the Battery Park City Authority. “There are about 1,400 units coming into play in the next two years.” One-third of these units will be two- and three-bedroom apartments.
Rents announced for the 43-story, 340-unit TriBeCa Pointe at 41 River Terrace, expected to be completed in October of 1998, ranged from $1,670 to $2,550 for studios, $1,860 to $2,795 for one-bedroom apartments, and $2,895 to $4,155 for two-bedroom units. Two 1,300-square-foot, three-bedroom penthouse apartments are to rent for about $5,000, according to the developer, Rockrose.
The second rental property under development in the north section, TriBeCa Park, at 34 River Terrace, is expected to be completed in June 1999. Market rents for studios in the 28-story, 396-unit building were estimated to start at $1,700, one-bedrooms from $1,950, and two-bedrooms from $3,195. The Related Companies building is being designed by Robert A. M. Stern Architects.
A third new building, TriBeCa Bridge Tower, developed by the Battery Park City Authority, will have subsidized apartments for middle-income tenants, with funds generated by the market-rate apartments. The income range for those who win the right to a subsidized apartment in a lottery is to go from $32,000 a year for an individual to $108,000 for a family of three to six persons. Rents for such tenants will range from $800 a month for a one-bedroom unit to $1,800 for three bedrooms.
The building has been modified at its base to house two new public schools, P.S. 89 for kindergarten through fifth grade, and I.S. 89 for sixth through eighth grade.
Many children in Battery Park City currently attend the overcrowded P.S. 234 in TriBeCa, a highly rated progressive school with an extensive arts program. “There is every indication that P.S. 89 will function as a sister school to P.S. 234,” said Dorothy Baratta, president of the Battery Park City Parents Association. Another school popular with Battery Park City parents is the Early Childhood Center (E.C.C.), a kindergarten-through-grade 2 public school in TriBeCa.
At the private Battery Park City Nursery School, parents of children aged 1 to 5 pay $365 to $1,010 a month. Many students attend private schools uptown.
The prestigious Stuyvesant High School, which admits students through a rigorous entrance examination, is at the north border of Battery Park City, at 345 Chambers Street. The Battery Park community can use Stuyvesant’s basketball courts and swimming pool at nonacademic times. There are also two free tennis courts nearby, as well as fields for Little League and Soccer League play.
“It’s like a Club Med in the summertime,” said Susan Beckert, who lives at Gateway Plaza with her husband, Pierric, and two children. Co-ed Downtown Little League, for children 5 to 14, runs from April to the end of June. The Battery Park City Parks Corporation sponsors a host of activities from May through October, including traditional American folk dancing; fishing in the Hudson River; a Swedish midsummer festival of music, dancing, food, and games; West African dance; and horticultural tours showcasing the gardens of Battery Park City. Co-ed Downtown Soccer League, for children ages 5 to 12, lasts from September to the end of November. And all year round, the World Financial Center offers a program of free exhibitions, fairs and festivals, music, modern dance, ballet, and square dancing.

BLOOMINGDALE
A family enclave that some call SoCo
BY JOYCE COHEN
When people ask Susanna Frazer where she lives, she feels she must explain. “It always seems a little unclear to people,” said Ms. Frazer. “It’s too far north for the Upper West Side, but not quite as far up as Morningside Heights.”
Her neighborhood, Bloomingdale—sometimes called the Upper Upper West Side—lies between 96th and 110th Streets, west of Amsterdam Avenue. The name Bloomingdale—Broadway was once called Bloomingdale Road—is mentioned infrequently these days, though a handful of institutions still use it. Newcomers have even been known to call the neighborhood SoCo, for “South of Columbia,” a name Ms. Frazer coined several years ago, when she sold real estate.
Some say it is one of Manhattan’s best family neighborhoods, where people know nearly everyone in their building and really feel a sense of belonging. Dog owners congregate for evening walks. Parents’ groups abound. “It’s a very homey, unpretentious area,” said Ms. Frazer, an actress. “It has its own certain charm and has a really good mix politically and socially. It is not quite as gentrified as the Upper West Side below,” she added, referring to the neighborhood that is sometimes called the Lower Upper West Side.
Nor are the streets as congested as they are farther south. “There’s not a lot of traffic from other parts of the city,” said Hedy Campbell, a mother of two for whom a trip to the West 80s counts as an urban excursion. “People don’t come flocking here to go to a store or a museum,” she said. “It doesn’t have a major attraction. It’s very much our own neighborhood.”
The housing stock includes plenty of spacious prewar apartments, along with brownstones on the side streets. Prices tend to be a bit lower than they are farther downtown, said Laurie Bloomfield, a sales agent at Douglas Elliman who has lived in Bloomingdale for more than two decades. In the late 1990s, a “classic six,” with two bedrooms and 2½ baths, might sell for $500,000 to $600,000, she said, compared with $700,000 or more for a similar home 30 blocks south. Rentals start at $1,000 for a studio, $1,500 for a one-bedroom apartment, and $2,000 for a two-bedroom.
GAZETTEER
POPULATION: 31,489.
AREA: 0.5 square mile.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $55,715.
PRICE OF A MIDRANGE TWO-BEDROOMCO-OP: $550,000.
MIDRANGE RENT FOR A ONE-BEDROOMAPARTMENT: $2,000.
DISTANCE FROM MIDTOWN MANHATTAN: 3.5 miles.
RUSH-HOUR TRAVEL TO MIDTOWN: 10 minutes on the 1 or 9 subway train connecting to the 2 or 3 express train at 96th Street; 30 minutes on buses on Broadway and Riverside Drive.
CODES: Area, 212; ZIP, 10025.
“It’s very mixed professionwise— musicians, artists, writers, yuppies, political activists,” said Ms. Bloomfield. “A lot of people went to Columbia and fell in love with the neighborhood and never left.”
Geographically and conceptually, the Upper West Side splits at 96th Street. That’s where traffic gets on and off the Henry Hudson Parkway, and where the subway lines branch. The ride to Times Square takes only about 10 minutes from 96th Street, where both the express and local trains stop; only local trains stop at the 103d and 110th Street stations. Also at 96th Street, the land dips into a little valley near the Hudson River, at what used to be called Stryker’s Bay.
The area’s reputation dips, too. Just a few years ago, the streets were filled with vagrants, panhandlers, drug dealers, and peddlers. There is still an east-west barrier created by Broadway, with areas to the east decidedly more commercial and downscale than those to the west. On the west side of Amsterdam Avenue between 100th and 101st Streets, there is a 158-unit, 20-story public housing building.
Over a three-year period, crime has fallen by half, said Capt. Kevin Barry, commanding officer of the 24th Precinct, though pockets of drug dealing remain, primarily on Amsterdam Avenue between 101st and 110th Streets. One ongoing problem is car thefts and break-ins along Riverside Drive, which feels eerily deserted at night. Residents have taken their own steps to allay fears of crime. Several block associations hire guards, generally to patrol at night. And a force of 160 auxiliary police officers patrols on weekdays from 6 to 10 P.M., communicating with the regular police by radio.
The auxiliary force, all volunteers, is one of the most active in the city—a testament to the neighborhood’s cohesiveness, said Lisa Lehr, a police auxiliary and co-chairwoman of the West 90s/West 100s Neighborhood Coalition. “This is a mixed neighborhood that works,” she said. “This is a tolerant, sophisticated, intellectual neighborhood of many cultures. It’s a real melting pot. People are so truly caring. This is not an anonymous neighborhood where nobody knows their neighbors.”
About half a dozen blocks have strong block associations. Members prune and water the nearby trees, and plant flowers in the tree beds. Some paint over the graffiti on the mailboxes along the streets, a practice encouraged by the Postal Service, which provides the paint. Some associations run summer block picnics, where people convene on the sidewalk for snacks and socializing.
Those are not the only neighborhood groups. The Broadway Mall Association maintains the landscaped traffic islands in the middle of Broadway. The West Side Arts Coalition occasionally hosts weekend art shows at the Broadway Mall Community Center, in the center island at 96th Street. One group is devoted to reviving the 105th Street Tot Lot in Riverside Park.
Riverside Park serves as the neighborhood’s great backyard. Many people feel it is less congested and more homey than Central Park. Bloomingdale residents say that their part of the park is even “more woodsy, a little more wild,” than Riverside Park farther south, “with more services for kids,” said Teresa Elwert of the West 104th Street Block Association. Indeed, there are basketball courts, dog runs, playgrounds, a soccer field, and places to jog and skateboard.
Some people, though, feel that Riverside Park can be a bit unwelcoming at times. Most building entrances are on the side streets, and a brutal winter wind whips up from the river. Those facing west along Riverside Drive can hear traffic roaring and buses lurching; when the weather is bad, there are foghorns on the Hudson.
In the spring of 1997, Straus Park, the small triangular park near 106th Street, was reopened, neatly outfitted with new benches, shrubs, pavement, and fencing. The sitting area, complete with fountain, is named for Isidor Straus—co-owner with his brother, Nathan, of Macy’s and a partner in the Abraham & Straus department store—and his wife, Ida. Isidor and Ida, who lived on West 105th Street, went down on the Titanic, with Ida choosing to remain with her husband rather than join the women and children in the lifeboats. The park’s ribbon-cutting was held on April 15, 1997, the 85th anniversary of the Titanic’s sinking.
Broadway is the neighborhood’s main commercial strip. This far north, it is largely devoid of national retailers, though there is a popular Starbucks at 102d Street, as well as a nearby Blockbuster Video and Radio Shack. Some people complain about a lack of certain stores—bookstores, clothing stores, well-stocked supermarkets—though there is no shortage of restaurants, delis, and greengrocers. A branch of Gourmet Garage, the upscale food specialty market, is located just north of 96th on the west side of Broadway, and many people make weekly shopping trips to the cavernous uptown Fairway on West 132d Street.
There are two two-screen movie houses and even an Off-Off-Broadway theater near 100th Street—the 70-seat Homegrown Theater Company, which also gives acting classes.
Residents sometimes worry that the area is a dumping ground for social-service agencies, since there are several residences for people who were formerly homeless and mentally ill. But anticipated problems with crime and drugs have not developed, said Toni Rachiele, who founded Neighborhood Survival, a group devoted to making sure people housed in the neighborhood are given adequate support services.
The neighborhood is within Community School District 3. P.S. 163 and 145 (also known as the Bloomingdale School) feature programs for the gifted and talented, as do some of the district’s other schools. The prekindergarten-through-grade 8 Ascension School, with about 200 pupils, is associated with the Roman Catholic Church of the Ascension on 107th Street east of Broadway. The Roman Catholic Holy Name School, with 600 pupils, features a Montessori preschool and grades kindergarten through 8. Its parent, the Holy Name of Jesus Church, dominates its corner at Amsterdam and 96th Street; its “little room” is rented out to such groups as Overeaters Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous.
The most prominent synagogue is Congregation Ansche Chesed (“Caring People”) at 100th Street and West End Avenue. Participants in its many adult programs need not be Jewish. The synagogue hosts several different preschool and nursery programs, along with a small homeless shelter. A bit farther north, on Riverside Drive, is the New York Buddhist Church. Outside the nondescript two-story building is a 12-foot-tall bronze statue of Shinran Shonin, founder of a Buddhist sect in Japan, that was brought from Hiroshima in 1955. The church is adjacent to a turn-of-the-century town house in the Beaux Arts style, one of several in the West 105th–106th Street Historic District. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church on Amsterdam Avenue and 99th Street is known for its Tiffany windows.
Bloomingdale takes its name from Bloemendael, or “Vale of Flowers,” a district in Holland. Bloomingdale Road, later called the Boulevard, opened in 1703. It was renamed Broadway in 1899. The Bloomingdale name lives on in the Bloomingdale Library on 100th Street; the Bloomingdale House of Music, a private music school on 108th Street; and the Bloomingdale Coalition, founded nearly 20 years ago to improve the area’s quality of life.
And, no, the name has nothing to do with the store. That was started by brothers Lyman and Joseph Bloomingdale in 1872.

CHELSEA
Brownstones, bistros, lofts, galleries, and a seminary 
BY PETER MALBIN
Signs of renewal are everywhere in Chelsea. Few stores are vacant, which was hardly the case several years ago. Bistros like Le Gamin, Trois Canards, and the Chelsea Bistro & Bar have sprouted all over the neighborhood, along with espresso bar–bookstores, attracting Manhattanites from uptown and downtown. Barnes & Noble and Burlington Coat Factory are among stores revitalizing the historic retail district on the Avenue of the Americas. Art galleries are adding luster to an abandoned part of the neighborhood. And not surprisingly, commercial and residential real estate prices are rising. “Prices have been accelerating over the past three years,” said Ed Ferris, a broker with the William B. May Company. “In the luxury category, Chelsea is only slightly less expensive now than the West Village.”
Around Seventh Avenue in the teens, light-filled low-rise buildings are magnets for photographers, artists, and designers, some of whom work out of their converted lofts. Premium converted loft spaces are in the Hellmuth and other deceptively nondescript buildings from 15th to 18th Street, between the Avenue of the Americas and Eighth Avenue. In the final quarter of 1997, a 1,350-square-foot loft on West 15th Street with a private roof sold for $527,000. Above 23d Street, loft prices drop significantly, brokers say. Median prices of 2,200-square-foot lofts were $667,000 in 1997, up from $509,000 in 1994, said Scott Durkin of the Corcoran Group.
Eighth Avenue between 14th and 23d Streets has had a face-lift, amazing longtime residents. Somewhat seedy only a few years ago, it is now Chelsea’s bustling Main Street by day and restaurant row by night. It is also the neighborhood’s and the city’s gay hub, where “Chelsea Boys” patronize a variety of businesses.
Four abandoned piers on the Hudson River from 17th to 23d Street have been transformed into the 30-acre Chelsea Piers sports and entertainment complex, providing a variety of activities. Two outdoor rollerblade and roller-skating rinks are available until mid-November, and disco skaters take to the rink on weekend nights. Two indoor ice-skating rinks, open all year, are home to figure skaters, hockey leagues for players of all ages, and visiting professional hockey teams practicing before hitting the ice at Madison Square Garden. Golfers practice their shots from several levels rising above a 200-yard driving range.
GAZETTEER
POPULATION: 44,932.
AREA: 1 square mile.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $46,293.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A 2,200-SQUARE-FOOT LOFT: $667,000.
RUSH-HOUR TRAVEL TO MIDTOWN: 5 minutes by subway.
TRANSPORTATION: 1, 2, 3, 9, A, C, E, and F subway lines; buses on Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, and 10th Avenues and 14th and 23d Streets.
CODES: Area, 212; ZIP, 10001 and 10011.
“It’s nice to have more amenities in Chelsea, but I think the people who live here don’t want it to become as slick as SoHo or as polished as the West Village,” said Tony Sheldon, a financial adviser who lives on 24th Street.
“There’s a bit of a small-town atmosphere,” said Rowena Doyel, who has lived in Chelsea’s oldest surviving house at 404 West 20th Street for 43 years. Children play in the newly renovated and fenced Clement Clarke Moore Park on 22d Street at 10th. The McBurney Y.M.C.A. on 23d offers day care, among other programs. Next to the Y, the small Muhlenberg Library has a well-stocked children’s section.
Chelsea offers a selection of nursery schools and public schools, including P.S. 11, P.S. 33, I.S. 70, the Bayard Rustin High School for the Humanities, and the Fashion Industries High School. There are two Roman Catholic elementary schools in Chelsea, Guardian Angel and St. Columba. Chelsea’s private Corlears School at 324 West 15th Street educates 142 children from a variety of backgrounds through fourth grade. Tuition is $9,300 to $13,610.
“It’s a real community here,” said Jeremy Berkovits, one of Chelsea’s ubiquitous dog walkers, who lives on 15th Street. “The guys in the Korean grocery store and the dry cleaner know my name.” Mr. Berkovits and other residents also said they felt safe in their neighborhood, a feeling seconded by Steve Galasso, crime-prevention officer at the 10th Precinct.
Chelsea has a substantial population of elderly people, particularly centered around the middle-income Penn Station South co-ops between Eighth and Ninth Avenues in the 20s. There is also a residence for blind people, Selis Manor, at 135 West 23d Street. On Ninth Avenue in the teens is one of Chelsea’s two subsidized public housing developments, the Robert Fulton Houses. The other is the Elliott-Chelsea Houses, from 25th to 27th, between Ninth and 10th.
Several residences for people with AIDS have opened in recent years, including the Flemister House at 527 West 22d Street. Chelsea is particularly supportive of AIDS services. The Gay Men’s Health Crisis organization has its headquarters on 24th Street.
Loft buildings are the primary residences between the Avenue of the Americas and Seventh Avenue, and there are many 19th-century brownstones between Seventh and 10th Avenues. The mix adds character to the area, said Edward Kirkland, a member of Community Board 4, “because we don’t want it to be homogenized like the Upper East Side.”
Chelsea was rural farmland in 1750 when Capt. Thomas Clarke bought a tract there for his retirement. He named his farm Chelsea after the Chelsea Royal Hospital, an old soldiers’ home in London. In the 1830s, Captain Clarke’s grandson, Clement Clarke Moore, a poet best known for “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” reluctantly decided to develop Chelsea as a garden suburb. Moore, who is revered as Chelsea’s founding father, established guidelines for residential building that are still in force between the avenues. That concern for Chelsea’s architecture and housing stock is firmly echoed today by Community Board 4 and civic groups, whose Chelsea Plan seeks to preserve the neighborhood’s scale, historic character, and diversity.
The architectural jewel especially worth preserving is the Historic District, which encompasses parts of West 20th, 21st, and 22d Streets between Eighth and 10th Avenues. The serene district includes the Gothic-style General Theological Seminary, a stunning refuge in the middle of Chelsea. Moore, who was a professor at the seminary, donated the Chelsea square block it occupies, between Ninth and 10th Avenues from 20th to 21st Street. Opposite, the Greek Revival Cushman Row town houses (1839–40) are set back from 20th Street with 10-foot front yards.
This is prime Chelsea real estate, and brownstone prices in the Historic District have been climbing. There has been at least an appreciation of 15 to 20 percent in town house values over the last three years, said Mr. Ferris, the real estate broker. In the Italianate-style Fitzroy Place co-ops, which extend from 22d to 23d Street in the midblock between Ninth and 10th Avenues, two-bedroom apartments fetched $450,000 in late 1997. The outsides of these town houses contain or reflect much of their original detail, with ornamental front gardens, imitation gas lamps, cast-iron railings, and big rear gardens.
Vacant town houses are difficult to find in Chelsea, and there are few quality prewar doorman buildings. Four of these are at the landmark London Terrace Complex, opened in 1930. A two-bedroom co-op at London Terrace sold for $390,000 at the end of 1997, with maintenance of $1,235. The complex, home to many in the fashion industry, has an indoor swimming pool and a gym. The central buildings are rentals.
The rental market in Chelsea is tight, brokers say, with average studios renting for $1,100 in 1997 compared with about $850 in 1994. One-bedroom apartments rent for between $1,500 and $2,200, while two-bedroom apartments fetch between $2,300 and $3,200. The Chelsea Coalition on Housing and the Chelsea Housing Group advise and represent tenants.
There is something for most pocketbooks in Chelsea, but demand is especially fierce for some real estate. Waiting lists for the 2,820 units at the moderate-income Penn South co-op have been closed since 1987, said Brendan Keany, general manager, and sublets are not allowed.
Near Penn South on 23d Street is Chelsea’s commercial center. The busy street was once the city’s liveliest entertainment district. While clubs like Roxy and Tunnel are thriving in Chelsea, other clubs in western Chelsea have closed after residents’ complaints. Less contentious forms of entertainment include the nine-screen Cineplex Odeon on 23d Street, the Off-Broadway W.P.A. Theater, and the Joyce Theater for dance productions.
Many people in the theater and the arts worlds call Chelsea home. At one time, the Chelsea Hotel on 23d Street was a residence for Arthur Miller and Dylan Thomas. Joni Mitchell was inspired to write “Chelsea Morning” in the hotel. Notoriety, as well as the literati, attracts tourists to the Chelsea Hotel, where the girlfriend of the aptly named Sid Vicious was murdered.
Iconoclastic 23d Street is also the headquarters of the Communist Party U.S.A. and its Unity bookstore (no espresso bar).
Despite significant gentrification, Chelsea still has plenty of quirky niches. But long gone are the days when Chelsea was home to sailors and longshoremen who occupied rooming houses in brownstones scattered about the neighborhood. Fading, too, is a prevailing immigrant presence, although there is still a Greek Orthodox church at 359 West 24th Street, and a Lutheran church on 22d Street conducts services in German. Remnants of Little Spain exist on 14th Street near Eighth Avenue, including the Spanish Benevolent Society and Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, which offers Mass in Spanish and English.
Around the corner on 15th Street, El Cid Tapas Bar & Restaurant serves fine Spanish dishes, and diners can still savor Chinese-Cuban cuisine at several Eighth Avenue spots.
“Chelsea,” said Lori Bezahler, director of development at the Hudson Guild, a 100-year-old Chelsea settlement house, “is a fabulous microcosm of what I like to think New York City is.”

EAST END AVENUE
Upscale Manhattan, with small-town touches
BY BRET SENFT
Twin lanes of cars pass along the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive and disappear beneath the wedge of the elevated John H. Finley Walk that curves close to East End Avenue. John Marshall’s seventh-floor window looks out toward Astoria’s low-level terrain to the east, the Queensboro Bridge to the south. He is unhappy about the lights on Roosevelt Island that dim the skies for his terrace telescopes, but Mr. Marshall, a widower retired from his job as a supervisor with the Singer Company, is otherwise pleased with his accommodations: a two-bedroom apartment he and his wife, Anna, rented in 1954 and bought, for a fraction of its current value, in 1960. “If I were to move,” he said, “although I would make a huge paper profit, I would gain nothing—because I wouldn’t get anything as good as this.”
Susan Coleman, a lifelong neighborhood resident whose family has owned a delicatessen at 50 East End for 45 years, works behind the deli’s counter, where she holds customers’ extra apartment keys and Federal Express or shopping packages. Her store, Ms. Coleman said, has been described as “a psyche-deli,” because she ministers to emotional needs. “People come in and tell me all their troubles,” she said. “We’re very involved in people’s lives.”
Monro Wines & Spirits, the next block up, does likewise. Both proffer cab fare for East Enders arriving late with no small change. Such small-town customs, with little commercial traffic (there are two dry cleaners, a gift shop, a laundry, and a Sloan’s supermarket), afford a virtual suburban lifestyle within Manhattan. Transportation includes the York Avenue M31 bus to 57th Street, and crosstown buses on 86th Street and 79th Street.
Three or four decades ago, Ms. Coleman said, the neighborhood consisted largely of “small buildings and families with eight kids.” Many of those people have relocated, she said, but side streets still contain rentcontrolled and rent-stabilized railroad flats whose longtime tenants may pay less than $300 a month and live a wall away from recently arrived young professionals who pay multiples of that amount for the same type of unit.
GAZETTEER
POPULATION: 19,162.
AREA: 0.14 square mile.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $78,865.
PRICE OF A MIDRANGE TWO-BEDROOMCO-OP: $557,500.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A TOWN HOUSE: $1.45 million.
RUSH-HOUR TRAVEL TO MIDTOWN: 30 minutes.
TRANSPORTATION: York Avenue M31 to 57th Street; crosstown M86 and M79 buses connect with subways and uptown and downtown buses.
CODES: Area, 212; ZIP, 10128, 10028, and 10021.
East End Avenue runs from 79th to 90th Street; it is part of the neighborhood of Yorkville, which was established by German immigrants in the late 18th century. Archibald Gracie built a mansion in 1799 at what is now 88th Street; it is now the residence of New York City’s mayor. According to the urban historian Val Ginter, estates near Gracie Mansion owned by the Astor, Gracie, Rhinelander, and Schermerhorn families were divided in the mid-19th century after the city created its street grid. Light industry (a lime yard, a cigar factory) was established in the late 19th century. Working-class tenements filled the side streets.
In 1881, John C. Henderson built 32 Queen Anne red-brick town houses for “persons of moderate means.” The houses, most of them on East End between 86th and 87th Streets, run into a mews, Henderson Place, on 86th Street. In summer 1996, the renovated No. 146 sold for $1.325 million, according to Sieglinda G.-S. O’Donnell of the William B. May Company.
The west side of the mews was leveled in 1961 for the 22-story luxury high-rise Henderson House at 535 East 86th Street; the remaining 24 houses attained landmark status in 1969. Henderson House “has no mortgage, therefore very low maintenance,” said Barbara Freehill of the Corcoran Group. In 1995, a second-floor, seven-room apartment sold for $635,000; the same amount bought only 4½ rooms on that floor in early 1998. The most recent penthouse sale was in 1995, when a seven-room penthouse with river views changed hands for $1.05 million.
By the standards of other parts of the city, the neighborhood is quiet, an attribute that its residents cherish. “Some people consider this dull, but I’m at a stage in my life where I cherish ‘dull,’ ” said Laura Palmer, a freelance producer for NBC who spent her 20s in the West Village and now lives with her daughter and two poodles in a rental building nearby. “There are two schools, and in the morning the streets are filled with children,” Ms. Palmer said. “There’s a lot of life, without there being a trendiness to go with it—there is absolutely no scene here.”
At the top of East End Avenue sits the largest parabolic cement building in the world, built in 1944 as an asphalt-mixing plant. Converted 40 years later into the George and Annette Murphy Center, it is part of a sports/community center under the rubric Asphalt Green. It houses a 90-seat theater, art studios, and two gyms. Outside are an Astroturf playing field stretching from East End to York Avenue, a perimeter running track, and basketball courts. Adjacent is the AquaCenter, which opened in July 1993 and has an Olympic-standard indoor pool, a 750-seat stadium, a health/fitness center, saunas, and steam rooms. The pool, said Ms. Palmer, is “like a little slice of Aruba.”
The author Susan Cheever, who lives with her daughter and son in an apartment below Ms. Palmer’s, walked by with her corgi, Lydia, and joined the discussion of her neighborhood. “There is something of a literary scene,” Ms. Cheever said. It includes Jean Stein, the editor and publisher of Grand Street magazine; Jane Hitchcock, a novelist; the journalist Terry McDonnell and his novelist wife, J. M. Among other residents are Walter Cronkite, Willard Scott, and Patricia Neal.
The City and Suburban Homes, a complex of six-story tenements from York Avenue to the river along 79th Street, was constructed in sections from 1901 to 1913. But luxury-apartment-house developers hesitated to go so far east until the pioneering Chapin School built its own Georgian-style building in 1928 at 100 East End, at 84th Street. (Today, tuition is $14,025 for kindergarten, $15,375 for grades 1–12.)
The Brearley School moved to its building at 610 East 83rd Street, near East End, in 1929. A two-floor addition to the existing 10 stories was built in 1995 for grades 9–12, and includes a student desktop publication office, two computer labs, and art studios for ceramics and photography. A 12,000-square-foot field house was built in 1997 at 353 East 87th Street, with a regulation-size basketball court (convertible to two practice courts or two regulation-size volleyball courts); the roof is used as a practice area for field sports. School tuition is $15,400 for kindergarten through fourth grade, $15,700 for fifth through 12th grade.
One block down from City and Suburban, at 1458 York Avenue, P.S. 158 provides a literacy-based enrichment program in a heterogeneous learning environment for grades K–5. The Parent Association, its roughly $200,000 budget the result of year-round fund-raising, pays for classroom materials and cultural enrichment programs.
Upstairs, on the fifth floor, is the East Side Middle School, with admission based on test scores, interviews, and submitted written work. The school has affiliations with science and art museums and with concert-band and cultural programs. Each year, more than 80 percent of East Side Middle School’s graduates proceed to either the city’s total-educational-option high schools (such as the Beacon School at 227 West 61st Street) or the four specialized high schools, to which entrance is by highly competitive examination, according to District 2 spokesman Andrew Lachman.
Roman Catholic schools in the neighborhood include St. Joseph’s School of Yorkville (pre-K is $3,200 a year; K–8, $2,650 a year), at 420 East 87th Street, and St. Stephen of Hungary School, at 408 East 82d Street (K–8, $2,000 a year for parishioners, $2,500 for nonparishioners).
In 1928, a Board of Estimate ruling restricted development on East End Avenue to residential use below 84th Street. The 14-story building at 25 East End, at 80th Street, was first up (a six-room apartment on the ninth floor recently closed for $1.05 million). It was followed by No. 120, at 85th Street, built by Vincent Astor (who had earlier built 520 and 530 East 86th Street); it has 17 stories, large rooms, and views of the park and the river. Its 23-room penthouse sold in summer 1994 for $5.85 million. A 13-room apartment on the 15th floor recently went to contract for $4.75 million.
Buildings along Gracie Square, on the park’s southern border, also date from the late 1920s/early 1930s, the most coveted being No. 10, a 15-story co-op facing the river. The south penthouse was on the market in early 1998 for $4.995 million; an 11-room duplex (14 and 15F), with views to the east, had an asking price of $3.65 million.
The East River Park, originally from 84th to 86th Street, was designed by Samuel Parsons of Vaux & Parsons in 1876; it was expanded to 90th Street in 1891 and renamed Carl Schurz Park in 1911 for the German immigrant and statesman. The John H. Finley Walk, over the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive since 1941, serves as a promenade from 81st to 90th Street, continuing as a joggers’ path along the river.
Since the mid-1970s, the Carl Schurz Park Association has supplemented Parks Department maintenance by setting new drainage pipes and cherry trees in the mall; restoring entrances, stairways, and a children’s playground; and creating a dog run. A dog subculture has grown up around the run, where residents congregate and set their dogs to frolic.

THE FAR WEST VILLAGE
Bohemian, with Hudson breezes
BY PETER MALBIN
Open-sky vistas that stretch to the river and beyond provide a serene contrast to the Greenwich Village bustle that lies to the east of Hudson Street. On the west side of Hudson, every day feels like a Sunday. Homey neighborhood take-out stores do a thriving business catering to artists, photographers, and designers working from studios in converted warehouses. On Hudson Street are quaint neighborhood stores like Myers of Keswick, a haven for British expatriates in search of Cornish pasties and Scotch eggs. Mrs. Hudson’s Video Library has an extensive catalog of BBC television shows and foreign-language films. Residents without doormen stop on their way home at the Golden Rabbit stationery store at 561 Hudson to collect their packages and dry cleaning at a cost of $1 per item.
“It’s magical down here,” said Jo Hamilton, who moved in 1994 with her family and pets into an 1840s Greek Revival town house on Jane Street, which they restored under strict historical guidelines. “It’s the ultimate in Village living. When I walk the dog, I see four people I know and I meet people I didn’t know.”
The neighborhood’s history has been one of mixed uses. Dutch settlers developed a tobacco plantation in the area in the late 17th century. Sir Peter Warren, a British naval commander, bought the plantation in different parcels from 1731 through 1744 and renamed his estate Greenwich. Gradually, a village with farmers’ markets sprang up near the shoreline. A maritime industry centering around the Hudson River piers attracted immigrant longshoremen and artisans, who occupied rooms in tenements between factories and warehouses. Remnants of the elevated freight line that ran through the third floor of some industrial buildings along Washington Street into the Meatpacking District just south of 14th Street are a reminder of a bygone era.
GAZETTEER
POPULATION: 12,896.
AREA: 0.9 square mile.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $77,161.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A ONE-BEDROOMCO-OP: $242,000.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A TOWN HOUSE: $2 million.
PRICE OF A 2,000-SQUARE-FOOTLOFT: $888,000.
MIDRANGE RENT FOR A ONE-BEDROOMAPARTMENT: $2,000.
RUSH-HOUR TRAVEL TO MIDTOWN: Buses on Seventh and Eighth Avenues, 20 minutes; A, C, E, 1, 2, 3, and 9 subway trains, 5 minutes; PATH train at Christopher and Hudson Streets, 10 minutes.
CODES: Area, 212: ZIP, 10014.
“When I moved here, you felt like there were more trucks than people, and there were meat carcasses everywhere,” said Marjorie Colt, who bought a town house in 1959 on Horatio Street for $37,000. “In the last 10 years, the neighborhood has become fashionable—we could probably get close to 1 million today.”
Most of the former industrial and institutional buildings in the Far West Village converted to high-end residential real estate in the 1980s, when the low-rise neighborhood quietly became gentrified. Brokers say the real estate market is hot, with more buyers than available properties. “You will have to pay a premium to live in the neighborhood,” said Joan Kadushin, a broker with Eychner Associates. A premium, that is, for housing that’s anything but run-of-the-mill. “The wonderful ghosts of history are all around you in the Far West Village,” said Ben Green, chairman of Community Board 2. “It’s like living in a museum.”
The eclectic real estate mix includes a former printing house on Hudson Street that is now a condominium loft building with a doorman, and the former Federal Archives Building—bounded by Christopher, Greenwich, Barrow, and Washington Streets—which has been converted into rental apartments. The printing presses have stopped at 155 Perry Street for the Italian newspaper Il Progresso, but the building was renovated into lofts with 12-foot ceilings. The Sapolia soap factory at 166 Bank Street is now a high-end co-op loft dwelling, as is a former stable on Horatio Street. The aroma of eclairs baking once wafted from what is now the co-op residence at 68 Jane Street, while the former Sixth Precinct station house at 135 Charles Street has been converted into Le Gendarme rentals.
Peter Rippon lives with his family in a 3,000-square-foot duplex loft on West 12th Street, near West Street, where he designs furniture. “We get the breezes off the Hudson, and you get more air and light here,” he says of the neighborhood. There is a D’Agostino supermarket nearby, but subways are a 10-minute walk east. It is a 10-minute commute to midtown by train.
Real estate prices in the neighborhood have risen 10 to 20 percent in the last several years, brokers say. In the fourth quarter of 1997, a 1,200-square-foot historic brownstone co-op in “mint condition” at 69 Perry Street sold for $565,000. A 1,200-square-foot two-bedroom prewar co-op with a balcony and terrace at 256 West 10th Street sold for $600,000. An 1,850-square-foot loft at 380 West 12th Street sold for $780,000.
Co-op lofts command upward of $300 per square foot (and condominiums upward of $350), depending on size, light, windows, floor, location, and condition of the building, said Ed Ferris, a broker with the William B. May Company.
One of the earliest conversions of industrial space into residential apartments took place in the late ’60s at Westbeth, the 13 buildings bounded by Washington, Bank, Bethune, and West Streets. Formerly a Bell Laboratories research center, this is where scientists pioneered long-distance telephone service and talking pictures. Creative juices still flow at Westbeth, now a subsidized artists’ residence with an on-site gallery, sculpture studio, and graphic workshop. Residents pay from $380 for efficiencies to $660 for highly coveted three-bedroom apartments. Artists who are eligible for housing join an eight-year waiting list.
The wait is also long for the cherished rent-regulated apartments at the five-story West Village Houses, which opened 19 years ago for moderate-income families. The cluster of 42 buildings, with courtyards and gardens, stretches between Washington and West Streets from Morton to Bank Street. The maximum rent for a two-bedroom apartment is $897, and families must earn between $35,000 and $85,000 to qualify.
Market rentals in the Far West Village are rarely a bargain. Studios start at $1,150 (add $100 for a doorman or an alcove), one-bedrooms range between $1,500 and $2,200 (with doormen and dining areas), and two-bedrooms are priced from $2,300 to $3,200. Three-bedroom apartments for rent can fetch between $3,300 and $3,800, according to the Corcoran Group.
Many families moved into spacious loft buildings in the ’80s, raising the number of neighborhood children under the age of 9 by 32 percent. The pre-K–6 P.S. 3, the alternative arts-oriented 540-pupil elementary school, occupies a landmark building at 490 Hudson Street, at Grove Street. Residents can also send their children to P.S. 41 at 116 West 11th Street, at Sixth Avenue.
The West Village Nursery School, a parent-owned co-op at 73 Horatio Street, was established in 1962. Tuition ranges from $1,700 to $5,430. Far West Village neighborhood parents raised money to establish the progressive, independent K–8 Village Community School in 1973. Housed in a fivestory, 19th-century building at 272 West 10th Street, the school has 267 pupils. Tuition ranges from $12,400 to $13,350.
St. Luke’s School, an independent Episcopal day school established in 1945, offers small classes for 4-year-olds through eighth grade. Tuition for 190 students ranges from $12,350 to $12,960. Nature classes at St. Luke’s often take place in the verdant St. Luke’s Garden on the school’s two-block campus. The St. Luke’s campus also includes the Episcopal Church of St. Luke-in-the-Fields, the city’s third-oldest church, established 1822, when the site was literally a field. It was restored and expanded after it was destroyed by a fire in 1981.
On the first balcony of the Roman Catholic Church of St. Veronica at 149 Christopher Street are brass memorial plaques dedicated to people who have died of AIDS-related causes. The former rectory of the parish at 657 Washington Street has been converted into the Gift of Love hospice for 15 men with AIDS, staffed by the Missionaries of Charity founded by Mother Teresa. At the Bailey Holt House, at 180 Christopher Street, there are 44 formerly homeless men and women living with AIDS. Opened in December 1985, it was the first residential support program in the country.
In warmer months, passersby may watch residents doing the slow-motion tai chi chuan exercises at Corporal Seravalli Park in the morning. Children enjoy several playgrounds along Hudson Street.
Congregation Beth Simchat Torah, which claims the largest gay and lesbian membership of any synagogue in the country, leases space at 57 Bethune Street in the Westbeth complex. Westbeth also leases space to two Off-Off-Broadway theaters and the Merce Cunningham Dance Company.
“We are currently being overrun by models,” said George Kroon, who teaches marketing at New York University and lives on Horatio Street. Industria, the fashion photography studio at 775 Washington Street, and other photo studios have added a glamorous new industry to the neighborhood.
On weekend nights, there is a vibrant bar and club scene on Christopher Street and in the Meatpacking District. The funky Florent Restaurant at 69 Gansevoort Street is buzzing at all hours. On Greenwich Street, Le Zoo attracts a trendy crowd. Other restaurants include the Au Troquet bistro on West 12th Street and El Faro, specializing in tapas. Neighborhood hangouts include Nadine’s and Tortilla Flats. Among the artists and painters who live in the Far West Village these days are Lanford Wilson, the playwright; Paul Rudnick, the playwright and screenwriter; RuPaul, the drag artist; Gregory Hines, the actor and dancer; and Jennifer Bartlett, the painter.
“The neighborhood is still partly bohemian,” Mr. Kroon said. “If you’re the slightest bit nonhomogenized milk, it’s a wonderful place to be.”

INWOOD
A polyglot island on Manhattan’s northern tip
BY MAGGIE GARB
On a clear day, the view from the terrace of Jane Kinney’s co-op in the Inwood neighborhood on Manhattan’s northern tip spans the Hudson River to the wooded hills of the Palisades. Tired of high rents and tiny box-like apartments downtown, Ms. Kinney, an editor at a downtown publishing house, moved to Inwood in 1995. “I came up here expecting to rent,” she said. “But I realized I could afford to buy. One of the things I wanted was an unobstructed view of the sky and I got it here.”
Nestled between the Harlem and Hudson Rivers just north of Fort Tryon Park and its Cloisters medieval museum, and edged to the east with the craggy bluffs of Inwood Hill Park, Inwood has long attracted those seeking lower-priced housing and a slice of nature in Manhattan. “The neighborhood feels almost isolated from the rest of Manhattan,” said Federico Camilo, a graphic designer who with his wife, Malgorzata, and two children has lived in Inwood for a decade. “We decided we didn’t want to do the suburban thing, but we wanted to be near a park and away from the high stress of downtown.”
In the ’30s, working-class people of Irish and German descent settled in the neighborhood’s low-rise buildings, which were then abutted in some cases by farmland. By the ’60s, the farms had disappeared and Cuban and Puerto Rican families moved into the prewar six- and seven-story buildings east of Broadway. More recently, Dominican immigrants have flocked into Inwood, and the seven-block area bordered by Broadway, Post Avenue, and Dyckman and 207th Streets now houses what is considered the nation’s largest concentration of Dominicans.
Inwood is changing again. Just a 30-minute commute to midtown on the A train, 45 minutes on the 1 or 9 line, the neighborhood has become a refuge for actors, musicians, and artists seeking to escape pricey downtown rents. Like the immigrants who arrived with dreams of a better life, the artists have brought a host of plans for revitalizing the neighborhood.
GAZETTEER
POPULATION: 58,289.
AREA: 1 square mile.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $30,928.
MEDIAN PRICE OF A TWO-BEDROOMCO-OP: $60,000–$70,000.
MIDRANGE RENT FOR A TWO-BEDROOMAPARTMENT: $950–$1,000.
DISTANCE FROM MIDTOWN MANHATTAN: 8 miles.
RUSH-HOUR TRAVEL TO MIDTOWN: 30 minutes on the A train from Broadway and 207th or Dyckman Street; 45 minutes on the 1 or 9 train from St. Nicholas Avenue and 215th, 207th, or Dyckman Street; 30 minutes on the express Liberty Lines bus from 207th Street and Broadway, $3 one way.
CODES: Area, 212; ZIP, 10040 and 10034.
New homeowners have banded together to sponsor street fairs and neighborhood cleanups in parks and playgrounds. Musicians play regular gigs in neighborhood bars, and residents are increasingly volunteering their time in after-school arts programs.
Michael Petelka, a longtime resident, owns six buildings in Inwood. “The neighborhood is hungry for cafes and places for artists,” he said, noting that over the last five years he has rented apartments to two filmmakers, a composer, a Broadway actor, several Off-Broadway actors
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