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2 of Wands

Alice was standing in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the special deck and then set it down. She drew the top card and saw it was the 2 of Wands. She looked at the card. She turned around and walked out of the room into the hallway.

She walked upstairs and entered her bedroom. She sat down at her desk and found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She studied the cards before she took down any notes. Clearly, there was a person contemplating and looking ahead to something. The card wouldn’t be anymore specific than that.

But it was a start and so, she took notes on the card. She studied unaware of the time. She didn’t really care. She was more focused on learning the card than she was on the time. She knew sooner or later she would hear her aunt cooking in the kitchen. That would be a signal for Alice to stop and go downstairs.

So, when Madeline started cooking, Alice smiled. She had plenty of notes and she was ready to tell Madeline what the young elf had learned from her studies. Alice walked downstairs and nearly bumped into Eliot in the hallway.

She backed up and he gestured her to the kitchen. She walked in. Madeline turned her head and could see both Alice and Eliot in the kitchen. Madeline turned back to the stove.

“Alice, are you ready to tell Madeline what you have learned about the card of the day?” asked Eliot.

“Yes, if Madeline is ready to hear it.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m ready. What did you learn?”

“The upright meaning of the 2 of Wands is about contemplation and looking forward. It can take courage to face consequences and wait for results which won’t come right away.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

“The reverse meaning is not appreciating what one has and disappointment. It can be an imprisonment, boredom, fatigue and ailment. It can also be a great sadness, especially from a lost of faith.”

Madeline nodded. “Of course you may help yourself to another card tomorrow.”

Alice smiled.

Eliot smiled. “Way to go. If you keep this up, you’ll be done with the whole deck soon.”

Alice said, “That’s the point.”

Eliot asked, “What about more practice readings?”

Alice blinked. “I will do more of those.”

Eliot said, “Well, let me know when you’re ready. I have everything done for today unless another order comes in.”

Alice said, “I’ll keep that in mind.”

Madeline finished cooking. Eliot set the table and Alice grabbed drinks. Madeline served everyone and they all sat down together. They ate their meal in silence. When they were done, Alice and Eliot washed dishes and cleaned up the kitchen.

Madeline stood up. “I have more tarot readings to do now. I trust you two can keep yourselves busy and out of trouble.”

Alice and Eliot nodded.

Madeline smiled. “Good.” A knock was heard on the front door. “That’s the first one.” She left the kitchen to let the client in.

Alice blinked. “Are you ready now, Eliot?”

“Sure.”

They went to her room. She sat at her desk and he brought a chair from his room. She shuffled the cards from one of her decks. He waited until he had come up with a question before sitting down.

He smiled at her. “My question is which of my dreams will come true?”

She smiled at him and stopped shuffling the cards. She drew the 7 of Cups, 10 of Cups and the High Priestess. She looked at the cards to see what they could be saying in response to his question.

“The first card deals with dreams and illusions. So, you made a wish and created an intention for something to happen. Currently you are quite happy where you are in your life.”

“Does that mean one of my dreams came true?”

She smiled as she looked at him. “Perhaps. The last card talks about intuition and being connected to the divine. Was that one of your dreams? To be connected to the divine?”

“Sure, it was, but it wasn’t the only thing.”

“I see. Well, the cards are saying that perhaps more than one dream is coming true for you. The High Priestess could be your lady love too.”

“Oh?”

“Yeah.” She blinked. “This is awkward.”

“It’s okay if you need to stop.”

“No, it’s saying that I will reach a higher spiritual plane. I will become the High Priestess.”

He smiled. “Sounds good to me. I can see that happening. You’re on your way on that path.”

“I’m glad you find it so amusing.”

“So, are the cards saying we’ll still be at least friends to each other?”

She nodded. “They are saying that.”

“That’s good enough for me.”

She shook her head. “Well, thanks for the practice.”

“You seem to be improving or else it’s just getting easier for you to do.”

“It does feel easier. It helps to know the cards. Then the readings are much easier to do. Although, there could be other layers of meaning that I’m not quite seeing yet.”

“I’m sure intuition takes time to enhance. I wouldn’t expect you to see everything all at once.”

“Good because I already know that I can’t do that.”

“Would you want to?”

She shook her head. “I don’t think so. It would probably be too much for anyone to deal with all the time.”

“I can see that.”

She picked up the cards and shuffled the deck again. She set the cards to the side. “You know, I have noticed some changes in me since I’ve been here.”

“Like what? I don’t think you’re referring to being more talkative.”

She laughed. “No, I don’t mean that, although it’s a part of it. I was still living with my mother once again and Heath was distracting me. I really wasn’t happy and I was stuck. I didn’t know what I could do to make anything better. Then I came here.”

“And now there have been changes. You certainly changed things when you came here.”

“I’m sure that’s true. Another person in the house is something you and my aunt had to get used to.”

“So, what have you noticed since you’ve been here?”

“I feel truly happy. I don’t feel so stuck. I have something to work on which could actually make a difference in my life eventually. I actually like what I do here. I don’t think about the time. I don’t have to worry about the time. That’s a huge relief to me.”

He smiled. “Sounds like it’s been good for you to be here.”

“It has indeed.”

“If you had to do it over, would you still run off with me?”

She nodded. “Of course I would. I wouldn’t want to miss this at all. I get to spend time with my aunt that I was denied when I was younger because my mother hates her. So, when I was still with my mother, I didn’t have anything to look forward to and now I do.”

“So, now you have hope for the future?”

She nodded. “Yes, like I never did before. This time it isn’t naiveté that the hope comes from. It’s from what I’m able to do. This is huge for me.”

“Well, I’m happy for you. I too have things to look forward to. Such as filling more orders for happy and content clients.”

She smiled. “I was almost afraid you’d say something about me.”

“I could very easily, but I don’t want to get my hopes up too high about you. I remember you are just getting used to me. I don’t want to push you. You are worth waiting for.”

“Really? That’s good to know.”

“Glad that makes you happy. I don’t want to ruin your happiness you just found again.”

She hugged him and he hugged her back. Madeline walked upstairs as she yawned. She paused when she reached Alice’s bedroom. The elder elf could see the young elves hugging each other. She smiled to herself.

“Okay, young ones, I’m taking a nap. Don’t get into trouble.” She smiled at them as she turned towards her bedroom.

Alice and Eliot let go of each other and smiled at her. They both wished her a good rest. Madeline gestured to them that she would. She walked inside her bedroom and closed the door behind her.

Alice and Eliot smiled to each other.

Eliot said, “She really needs her naps now. I don’t remember this happening so much before.”

“Oh, well, at least we can be quiet for her and still get our chores and work done everyday.”

“I suppose that’s more important now.” He got a message. “I have another order to fill. I don’t know if I have all of these. Let’s go to the greenhouse and look.”

They stood up. Eliot took his chair and put it back in his room next to the desk. Alice walked downstairs and he followed her. Soon they were in the greenhouse. She watched him as he looked at the stock and then wasted no time making up more herbs to complete the order.

He boxed up everything and then there was a knock on the door. Alice went to answer it. It was the client who had placed the recent order. They paid Alice for it and Eliot handed over the box. The client thanked them and left.

Alice closed the door. “Well, it’s a good thing we’re here and awake. I doubt Madeline could have done that right now.”

Eliot said, “Yes, we took care of it and that’s all that matters. So much for getting into trouble.”

She laughed. “There’s still time for some, if we really want trouble.”

They laughed together.
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