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What’s In A Name?
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The Panda Bear is also known as the Giant Panda. Its scientific name is Ailuropoda melanoleuca, which means “black and white cat-foot”.

The Giant Panda belongs to the bear family.
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Physical Description
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The Giant Panda has black and white fur with the body of a bear. It can be recognized by the black patches around the eyes and ears with black across its body, arms and legs.
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The general appearance of the Giant Panda gives it some camouflage in its natural habitat of snow and rocks.
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The thick wool-like coat keeps the Giant Panda warm in the cold climate of the mountains.
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Size
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Adults can grow to a length of 4 to 6 feet long. They can be 2 to 3 feet tall from the shoulders when standing on all four legs.
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Their tail can be 5 inches long which is the second longest in the bear family. The sloth bear has the longest tail.
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Males can weigh up to over 300 pounds. Females are smaller at 170 to 280 pounds.
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Panda Eyes
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In China, the Giant Panda is sometimes called “bear cat” because unlike other bears which have round pupils, the panda’s eyes have cat-like vertical slits.
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The Giant Panda’s jaws have huge molars and muscles that can crush the toughest bamboo.
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The Giant Panda’s paws have five fingers and an extra bony stub that serves as a thumb. Sometimes called a “pseudo-thumb, the panda uses it to hold bamboo for eating.
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History
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In ancient China, the panda was considered rare and noble.
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Geographic Distribution
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Giant pandas use to roam wide areas in the lowlands of China. Their natural habitat has been getting smaller. The land has been taken over by farmland or destroyed by foresting and other environmental developments.

[image: image]

The Giant Panda’s existence is being threatened with the loss of their natural habitat.

Today, the only place in the wild where Giant Pandas are found is in the mountain ranges of 3 provinces located in central-western and south-western China – Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu provinces.
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Habitat
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The Giant Panda’s habitat is found in the mountain ranges at elevations of 5,000 to 10,000 feet. The weather is constantly dense with mist and heavy rains. The area is usually covered in heavy clouds. Vegetation consists mainly of broadleaf and coniferous forests with a dense understory of bamboo.
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Life Span
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Pandas can live up to 20 years in the wild. In captivity they can live up to 30 years.
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