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FOREWORD,

––––––––
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This is not the way I expected it to end.  I guess we all hope for a different conclusion.  For most of us, this path that I’m taking is the one that most of us will take.  Regardless, I want to encourage you to think for yourself.  You don’t need a bunch of advocates and lawyers telling you what is right or wrong for you.  If you want to do clemency, do that shit.  If you don’t want to do clemency, fuck it.  Make the right decision for you.  Nobody else.  You.  Also, I realize that my case has caused a bunch of drama.  While that wasn’t my intention, I’m not sad about it.  The more attention that is on all of our cases the better.  With regards to advocates and lawyers, trust what they do not what they say.  Remember, talk is cheap.  Anybody can send out a bunch of shit and stir the pot.  Few can actually get our cases out there and get shit done.

Anthony Sanchez

September 20, 2023

Executed, September 21, 2023

HUMANITY,

––––––––
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Our work is about making humanity humane.  It is important to note that humanity is not intrinsically humane.  In fact, it seems to be the exact opposite.  There is so much evil everywhere.  Then again, the humane comes from the human.  So, there must be some good left somewhere.

We encounter the self in the other.  The humane connection comes from the human connection.  Letters.  Cards.  Visits.  Phone calls.  These are the things that create the human connection...and in the human connection we find the humane.  We learn to advocate based on the relationships that we foster with those we are advocating for.

Everybody wants to call these guys monsters.  Perhaps the monster in them is the monster in us?  We’re not all that different...we just are...monsters.

More specifically, we come to a fullness of comprehension when we allow our thoughts to reside on death row.  If we can imagine ourselves there, we can begin to imagine the humanity that resides there.

Dehumanization is a trap.  We think it is a normal phenomenon.  Slowly, we become a part of the dehumanization.  Then...before we know it...we too have been dehumanized.  When we fight for these folks on death row, we fight for our own humanity.  Death row is a place of death because we have made it so.  If we are to bring life to such a space, we must bring our humanity to the table.

Light is created by the spark that exists between you and the other; that ultimately makes the other no longer the other.  True human interaction is a symphony of light.  The relationships fostered on death row create light...without them...there is none.

There is darkness amongst us.  It resides in the hearts of those who are so comfortable killing.  The people who work at these facilities are light blockers.  It is our job to bring the light in.  To demand human relationship.  To demand hope.  To be light.

One of the things that we regularly do is record various conversations with the folks that we work with.  Their voices give evidence of humanity.  Their voices remind us of our responsibility to be humane.

Truthfully, these folks are just like anyone else.  Some are kind.  Some are generous.  Some are assholes.  Some are innocent.  Some are guilty.  Some are somewhere in between.  Ultimately.... They’re not God.  They’re not the devil.  They’re not angels.  They’re not demons.  They’re not perfect.  They’re human.  They’re us.

Deep empathy accompanies deep humanity.  We must bring the fullness of ourselves to the struggle.  Don’t hold back.  There is no fear in love.  To deny the self is to deny humanity...not to embrace it.

We must see death rows as places where humans reside.  Nothing more.  Nothing less.  Existence is the beginning of empathy.  It doesn’t matter what the human has done...the human is human.

Hate is not humane.  The way we treat our enemies says much about our humanity.  So many find it easier to love the people on death row than those who want the people on death row executed.  We must fight the temptation of hate.  That is the only way that we can love. 

Humans do not vanish.  We exist in each other and with each other.  You are.  They are.  We are.

One must see in order to be seen.  It is our job to show both the self and the other.

Connection is intrinsic to the abolitionist experience.  We create humanity to humanize all parties involved...including that which is within.

The FIGHT,

––––––––
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What does it mean to fight for the individuals on death row? To fight as an abolitionist? From our experiences, if you want to get into this work, you need to have a really strong backbone. This work is not for the faint of heart. In a line of work with very few wins, where the stakes are incredibly high, you need to have some fight in you. You need to have the fight in you to keep going; to keep on struggling. And when you get knocked down, you need to have the fight to get back up.

Underlying this fight is a sort of moral understanding that the death penalty is just inherently wrong, and that we are fighting against this massive evil. There can be nothing good with the death penalty. But there is something more to this work than just secular discomfort. There is discomfort in the soul, and when you function from the soul, you can keep up the fight far longer than when you’re simply functioning from an intellectual place. Many of us have gotten our 30-second elevator pitches down, citing the many rational reasons that the death penalty is  wrong, delivering them to anyone who will listen; whether we’re at the Fast and Vigil in front of the US Supreme Court, in the airport, or at the grocery store. It’s one thing to recite a whole slew of statistics and figures, but no matter how many facts you lay on someone, without the personal experience; without knowing someone who has gone through execution; without going through it yourself; without engaging with the issue on a person level: your fight just does not have the same vigor. 

We think that in this line of work, having direct relationships with various individuals on death row is so important, because it creates that soul connection to the issue. We’ve seen some people in the movement – they don’t make those relationships. We get it. Forming strong relationships with real people who are condemned to die only magnifies the trauma, the “hits”  we experience on a daily basis. It feels radically different to form these relationships on death row only to see these individuals murdered at the hands of the state one after the next. But without those connections, those relationships, those friendships, just seeing those people as human beings, it’s extremely difficult to keep up the motivation to fight for them in the way that you would have if you had gotten to know them on a personal level. 

Certainly someone who is not aligned with death penalty abolition does not have a fight in them. However, there are many people – a majority of Americans – who fundamentally oppose executions, without a very personal connection to the struggle, lack the motivation to go beyond simply saying they’re against capital punishment.

We oppose executions in general, but it absolutely feels different when you don’t know the individual, they’re not someone you’re closely connected with. For us, one cannot be a true abolitionist without at least some level of real, human engagement with the folks on the rows. To keep the struggle pounding on, you need to have the fight in you, and how can you have the fight if you don’t have something or someone that you’re fighting for?

Those who have a personal connection to the work really define and differentiate those who are “full-on” abolitionists and those who simply just oppose it. We live in a space where we have to think about the struggle against the death penalty as being a bottom-up, not a top-down, issue, meaning the only way to bring folks who are on death row to the table in their own right, to fight for their own cause, is to form meaningful relationships with them. To be a true abolitionist is to empower the folks we fight for; folks who have been disempowered for far too long by a system that is out for vengeance.

As abolitionists, when we think about “the fight,” we think about going to the legislature and speaking at rallies, but the real fight is to remind these folks on death row of their own humanity. Often we become distracted in
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