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  Introduction


  THE RED SOX LEGACY


  Founded in 1901 as one of the newly formed American League’s eight charter franchises, the team that eventually became known as the Boston Red Sox spent its first seven seasons playing without an official nickname. Although Boston’s entry in the infant circuit ended up having various monikers affixed to it during that period, including the Americans, Pilgrims, and Somersets, it wasn’t until 1908 that the team officially adopted the nickname “Red Sox.” Yet, the absence of a widely accepted appellation did not prevent the team from Boston from establishing itself as one of the junior circuit’s most formidable squads, even as ownership of the ball club passed from Charles Somers to John I. Taylor. After finishing second and third in their first two years of existence, the Pilgrims (as they were most often called) captured their first American League pennant in 1903, after which they defeated the favored Pittsburgh Pirates, five games to three, in the first modern World Series. They won the pennant again the following year, although the refusal of the NL champion Giants to play them in the World Series denied them the opportunity to defend their world championship. Legendary pitcher Cy Young, player-manager Jimmy Collins, and slugging first baseman/outfielder Buck Freeman served as the team’s most prominent figures during the franchise’s formative years.


  Boston proved to be far less successful the next several seasons, finishing higher than fourth just once between 1905 and 1911. However, after moving from Huntington Avenue Grounds—a onetime carnival sight—into newly constructed Fenway Park in 1912, the Red Sox began their next period of dominance. Led by hard-throwing right-hander Smoky Joe Wood and Hall of Fame outfielder Tris Speaker, the Red Sox ran away with the American League pennant in 1912, finishing 14 games ahead of the second-place Washington Senators. They then defeated the New York Giants in the World Series, four games to three, to win their second “official” world championship.


  The Red Sox failed to repeat as AL champions in either of the next two seasons under new owner Joseph Lannin. But they established themselves as baseball’s dominant team from 1915 to 1918, winning three more World Series, with star pitcher Babe Ruth leading them to victory in the 1916 and 1918 Fall Classics.


  After experiencing so much success throughout most of the first two decades of the 20th century, the Red Sox entered into a prolonged period of futility shortly after Harry Frazee purchased them from Lannin in 1916. A theatrical producer more concerned with acquiring the funds necessary to finance his other primary interests than putting together a successful baseball team, Frazee ended up auctioning off most of his best players to other clubs, beginning the purging by selling Babe Ruth to the Yankees on December 26, 1919. Boston’s subsequent failures, which consequently came to be known as the “Curse of the Bambino,” extended from 1919 to 1933, a period during which the Red Sox finished last in the American League nine times.


  Things began to improve dramatically for the Red Sox in 1933, when 30-year-old millionaire Tom Yawkey purchased them from Bob Quinn— the team’s owner for the previous ten seasons. After building the “Green Monster” in left field as part of Fenway Park’s reconstruction, Yawkey set about rebuilding his team. First, he improved the Red Sox pitching staff by acquiring Wes Ferrell from the Cleveland Indians and Lefty Grove from the Philadelphia Athletics. He then traded for shortstop Joe Cronin and slugging first baseman Jimmie Foxx. Yawkey also rebuilt the Red Sox farm system, which soon began producing talented players such as Bobby Doerr, Ted Williams, Dom DiMaggio, and Johnny Pesky.


  Before long, the Red Sox became a perennial pennant contender, capturing one league title and finishing second six times between 1938 and 1949. Nevertheless, they always seemed to come up just a bit short. Making their first World Series appearance in 28 years in 1946, the Red Sox fell to the St. Louis Cardinals in seven games, losing the series finale on Enos Slaughter’s legendary “mad dash” around the bases. Two years later, the Red Sox failed to earn a return trip to the Fall Classic when the Cleveland Indians defeated them in a one-game playoff. Boston held a one-game lead over New York with just two games left to play the very next year, but again came up short when the Yankees defeated them in the final two games of the regular season.


  Boston remained a solid team throughout much of the 1950s, due primarily to the presence of Ted Williams in their everyday lineup. But the Sox found themselves unable to compete successfully after Williams announced his retirement in 1960, compiling a losing record seven straight times from 1960 to 1966.


  The emergence of Carl Yastrzemski as a true superstar enabled the Red Sox to finish first in one of the most hotly contested pennant races in baseball history in the “Impossible Dream” season of 1967. However, the Sox again barely missed achieving their ultimate goal, losing the World Series to the Cardinals in seven games.


  The Red Sox again came tantalizingly close to ending their world championship drought in 1975, when they came within one game of defeating the Cincinnati Reds in a classic World Series matchup. Tom Yawkey passed away the following year, leaving co-ownership of the club to his widow, Jean, and Haywood Sullivan, who continued to run things until Mrs. Yawkey’s death in 1992. Boston returned to the World Series one more time during that period, losing the 1986 Fall Classic in heartbreaking fashion to the New York Mets, after earlier holding a 3–2 lead in a series that became best known for Bill Buckner’s fielding error in the 10th inning of Game 6.


  Featuring stars such as Wade Boggs, Roger Clemens, Pedro Martinez, Mo Vaughn, and Nomar Garciaparra at different times, the Red Sox made six more postseason appearances between 1988 and 2003, failing to advance beyond the American League Championship Series in any of those campaigns. However, just one year after being eliminated by the Yankees in Game 7 of the ALCS on a home run by light-hitting Aaron Boone, the Red Sox exacted a measure of revenge against their bitter rivals by mounting the greatest comeback in major-league history. Trailing New York three games to none in the 2004 ALCS, Boston swept the final four contests, becoming in the process the first team ever to overcome a 3–0 series deficit. David Ortiz and Johnny Damon supplied much of the offensive firepower during Boston’s resurgence, while Curt Schilling provided the pitching heroics. The Red Sox carried their momentum into the World Series, sweeping the St. Louis Cardinals in four straight games, thereby ending 86 years of frustration.


  The Red Sox again displayed extraordinary resilience three years later, when they overcame a 3–1 deficit against Cleveland in the ALCS to earn a return trip to the Fall Classic. After outscoring the Indians 30–5 over the final three games of the championship series, Boston swept the overmatched Colorado Rockies in four straight games in the World Series. Although the Red Sox advanced to the playoffs in each of the next two seasons as well, they failed to make it back to the Fall Classic. They subsequently failed to earn a postseason berth from 2010 to 2012, posting an embarrassing 69–93 record in the last of those campaigns. However, the Red Sox returned to the top of the baseball world in 2013, winning 97 games during the regular season, before defeating Tampa Bay in the ALDS, Detroit in the ALCS, and St. Louis in six games in the World Series. Boston subsequently faltered in each of the next two seasons, finishing well out of contention in the A.L. East both years, before capturing the division title in both 2016 and 2017. But the Sox exited the postseason tournament quickly both times, losing to the Cleveland Indians in the divisional round of the playoffs in 2016, before suffering a similar fate at the hands of the Houston Astros this past season.


  Nevertheless, Boston’s victory in the 2013 Fall Classic marked the eighth world championship in franchise history. The Red Sox have also won a total of 13 pennants. The New York Yankees and Philadelphia/Oakland Athletics are the only American League franchises able to boast more pennants. Meanwhile, only the Yankees, Athletics, and Cardinals have won more world championships.


  In addition to the level of success the Red Sox have reached as a team over the years, a significant number of players have attained notable individual honors while playing at Fenway. The Red Sox boast 11 MVP winners, placing them fourth in the American League, behind only the Yankees, Athletics, and Detroit Tigers. They also have featured seven Cy Young Award winners, three Triple Crown winners, 24 batting champions, and 18 home run champions. Meanwhile, 29 members of the Baseball Hall of Fame spent at least one full season playing for the Red Sox. Thirteen of those men are depicted on their Hall of Fame plaque wearing a Red Sox cap.


  FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE RANKINGS


  It should come as no surprise that selecting the 50 greatest players ever to perform for a team with the rich history of the Boston Red Sox presented a difficult and daunting task. Even after I narrowed the field down to a mere 50 men, I found myself faced with the challenge of ranking the elite players that remained. Certainly, the names of Ted Williams, Carl Yastrzemski, Cy Young, Pedro Martinez, Jim Rice, and Roger Clemens would appear at, or near, the top of virtually everyone’s list, although the order might vary somewhat from one person to the next. Several other outstanding performers have gained general recognition through the years as being among the greatest players ever to wear a Red Sox uniform. Wade Boggs, Jimmie Foxx, Bobby Doerr, and David Ortiz head the list of other Red Sox icons. But, how does one differentiate between the all-around brilliance of Carl Yastrzemski and the offensive dominance of Jimmie Foxx, or the pitching greatness of Pedro Martinez and the extraordinary hitting ability of Ted Williams? After initially deciding who to include on my list, I then needed to determine what criteria I should use to formulate my final rankings.


  The first thing I decided to examine was the level of dominance a player attained during his time in Boston. How often did he lead the American League in some major offensive or pitching statistical category? How did he fare in the annual MVP and/or Cy Young voting? How many times did he make the All-Star Team?


  I also needed to weigh the level of statistical compilation a player achieved while wearing a Red Sox uniform. Where does a batter rank in team annals in the major offensive categories? How high on the all-time list of Red Sox hurlers does a pitcher rank in wins, ERA, complete games, innings pitched, shutouts, and saves? Of course, I also needed to consider the era in which the player performed when evaluating his overall numbers. For example, modern-day starting pitchers such as Roger Clemens and Pedro Martinez are not likely to throw nearly as many complete games or shutouts as Cy Young, who anchored Boston’s starting rotation during the first decade of the 20th century. And slugging designated hitter David Ortiz, who played for the Red Sox from 2003 to 2016, was likely to average more home runs per year than someone like Jim Rice, who had most of his finest seasons for the Red Sox nearly 25 years earlier.


  Other important factors I needed to consider were the overall contributions a player made to the success of the team, the degree to which he improved the fortunes of the ball club during his time in Boston, the manner in which he impacted the team, both on and off the field, and the degree to which he added to the Red Sox legacy of winning. While the number of pennants the Red Sox won during a particular player’s years with the ball club certainly entered into the equation, I chose not to deny a top performer his rightful place on the list if his years in Boston happened to coincide with a lack of overall success by the team. As a result, the names of players such as Jackie Jensen and Frank Malzone will appear in these rankings.


  One other thing I should mention is that I only considered a player’s performance while playing for the Red Sox when formulating my rankings. That being the case, the names of great players such as Babe Ruth and Lefty Grove, both of whom had most of their best years while playing for other teams, may appear lower on this list than one might expect.


  And, finally, there are the cases of David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez, both of whom tested positive for using performance-enhancing drugs while playing for the Red Sox. While Ortiz and Ramirez clearly earned lofty spots in these rankings with their extraordinary offensive feats, I felt compelled to drop both of them a few notches since they likely accomplished many of the things they did through the use of PEDs.


  Having established the guidelines to be used throughout this book, we are ready to take a look at the 50 greatest players in Red Sox history, starting with number 1 and working our way down to number 50.


  1


  Ted Williams
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  Truth be told, I needed to focus only on numbers 2 through 50 when formulating my rankings since Ted Williams clearly separated himself from every other Red Sox player with his extraordinary hitting ability. Quite possibly the greatest hitter in baseball history, Williams compiled an amazing list of accomplishments over the course of his 19 years in Boston. A six-time batting champion and two-time Triple Crown winner, Williams posted a lifetime batting average of .344 and hit 521 career home runs, despite missing almost five full seasons due to time spent in the U.S. military during World War II and the Korean War.


  Yet, Williams spent most of his career sharing a love-hate relationship with the fans of Boston, while simultaneously being vilified by the media. Confident, cocky, stubborn, unyielding, intractable, and fiercely independent, Williams rubbed many people the wrong way—something that didn’t seem to bother him in the least. Williams’s gruff exterior often made life difficult for him in Boston, preventing him from earning many of the individual accolades that likely would have been bestowed upon him had he been more cooperative with the press. However, the same attributes that made him such a controversial figure also helped make him arguably the greatest hitter who ever lived.


  Born in San Diego, California, on August 30, 1918, as Teddy Samuel Williams, Ted Williams eventually had the name on his birth certificate officially changed to Theodore, although his mother and closest friends continued to call him “Teddy.” Named after his father, Samuel Stuart Williams, and former U.S. president Teddy Roosevelt, Williams attended Herbert Hoover High School in San Diego, where he excelled in baseball to such a degree that he received offers from the St. Louis Cardinals and the New York Yankees before he even graduated. However, since his mother considered him too young to leave home, Williams signed on instead with the local minor-league team, the San Diego Padres. After honing his skills with the Padres, Williams signed an amateur free-agent contract with the Boston Red Sox in 1936. He spent two years in Boston’s minor-league farm system before making his major-league debut on April 20, 1939.


  Williams hardly acted like a typical major-league rookie when he joined the Red Sox in spring training that year. Exuding tremendous self-confidence, the cocky 20-year-old surprised many of his teammates with his bold and brazen manner. As Williams prepared for his first batting-practice session with the big club, one of his teammates said to him, “Wait until you see [Jimmie] Foxx hit!” Unimpressed, Williams responded, “Wait until Foxx sees me hit!”


  Williams’s brashness might have annoyed his teammates had he not had the ability to back up his words. Boston’s new left fielder had a fabulous rookie season, hitting 31 home runs, scoring 131 runs, batting .327, leading the league with 145 runs batted in and 344 total bases, and finishing fourth in the AL MVP voting. He followed that up with another outstanding performance in 1940, batting .344, driving in 113 runs, and leading the league with 134 runs scored and a .442 on-base percentage. However, the best had yet to come.


  After Joe DiMaggio’s record-setting 56 consecutive game hitting streak captivated the nation earlier in 1941, Williams took center stage during the season’s final few weeks as he strove to become the first man since Bill Terry (1930) to hit .400. Williams entered the final day of the season with a batting average of .39955, which would have been rounded up to .400 had he elected not to play in either game of Boston’s season-ending doubleheader against Philadelphia. Offered the option to sit out both games by Red Sox manager Joe Cronin, Williams responded, “If I can’t hit .400 all the way, I don’t deserve it.” In a memorable performance, Williams ended up collecting six hits in eight times at bat over the course of the day, to raise his batting average to .406. No man has batted .400 since. The “Splendid Splinter” also knocked in 120 runs and led the American League with 37 home runs, 135 runs scored, 147 walks, a .553 on-base percentage, and a .735 slugging percentage. He finished second to DiMaggio in the league MVP voting.


  Williams had another great year in 1942, leading the league in eight different offensive categories, including home runs (36), runs batted in (137), and batting average (.356), to win his first Triple Crown. Yet, even though the Red Sox finished a very respectable second to the Yankees in the American League standings, Williams failed to win the MVP Award. That honor instead went to New York second baseman Joe Gordon.


  There is little doubt that the contentious relationship Williams shared with the baseball writers of the day contributed greatly to the lack of support they showed him at times during the MVP balloting. Moody, hot-tempered, impatient, and somewhat temperamental, Williams alienated himself from the members of the media early in his career, thereby jading their opinion of him throughout the remainder of his playing days. Extremely honest and forthright in his responses to their questions, Williams didn’t particularly care how they might react to his answers. The Boston beat reporters, who Williams dubbed the “Knights of the Keyboard,” often misinterpreted his self-confidence as arrogance, and they conveyed their feelings toward him to the Boston faithful in their newspaper articles. Before long, Red Sox fans turned against Williams as well, finding particularly objectionable his habit of practicing his swing in the outfield during the opposing team’s at-bats. Boston fans believed the sport’s greatest hitter didn’t pay as much attention to the other aspects of the game as he should have, and they soon took to booing him at every opportunity. Williams responded by refusing to ever again tip his cap to them when they cheered him after hitting a home run.


  The adversarial nature of Williams’s relationship with the press reached its zenith in 1942, when his request for military deferment drew criticism from the media. However, the writers failed to inform the public that the patriotic Williams hesitated to enter the military only because he represented the sole source of income for his mother, a Salvation Army worker. Williams eventually entered the service in 1943, spending the next three years serving as a pilot in the U.S. Navy.


  Johnny Pesky, who spent his first seven big-league seasons playing with Williams in Boston, went into the same training program as his teammate. Pesky later recalled the tremendous acumen Williams displayed during the program: “He mastered intricate problems in 15 minutes which took the average cadet an hour, and half of the other cadets there were college grads.”


  After serving as a flight instructor at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Williams was stationed in Pearl Harbor awaiting orders to join the China Fleet when the war ended. He last served in Hawaii, before being released from active duty in January of 1946.


  Williams showed no signs of rust when he returned to the major leagues in 1946. If anything, his added bulk made him physically stronger. The 6'3" slugger had previously depended primarily on his quick wrists and picture-perfect swing to generate power through the hitting zone. But an additional 10–12 pounds of muscle helped Williams become even more of a power threat. In his first year back, Williams hit 38 home runs, knocked in 123 runs, batted .342, and led the league with 142 runs scored, 156 walks, a .497 on-base percentage, and a .667 slugging percentage. The Red Sox captured their first pennant since 1918, with Williams earning AL MVP honors.


  In addition to his quick wrists and classic swing, Williams possessed extraordinary eyesight and exceptional patience at the plate. His thorough knowledge of the strike zone enabled him to produce a nearly three-to-one ratio of walks to strikeouts over the course of his career. In fact, after striking out 64 times as a rookie, Williams never fanned more than 54 times in any other season.


  In The Sporting News Selects 50 Greatest Sluggers, pitcher Bobby Shantz discussed the dilemma pitchers faced when Williams stepped into the batter’s box: “Did they tell me how to pitch to Williams? Sure they did. It was great advice, very encouraging. They said he had no weakness, won’t swing at a bad ball, has the best eyes in the business, and can kill you with one swing. He won’t hit anything bad, but don’t give him anything good.”


  Meanwhile, legendary Cleveland Indians hurler Bob Feller said in The Greats of the Game, “The greatest hitter I ever pitched to was Ted Williams. He could hit anybody. . . . Ted had the great eye and hand coordination. He could make contact. He probably could swing harder and make contact better than anybody I ever knew.”


  Williams followed up his 1946 MVP performance by winning his second Triple Crown in 1947, leading the league with 32 home runs, 114 RBIs, and a .343 batting average. Yet, Joe DiMaggio edged him out in the MVP voting by a single point since one sportswriter who didn’t care much for Williams left the Red Sox slugger completely off his ballot.


  Williams had another big year in 1948, topping the junior circuit in five different offensive categories and winning his fourth batting title with a mark of .369. He posted even better overall numbers the following year, when he led the league in eight different departments, including home runs (43), RBIs (159), and runs scored (150). He also finished a close second in the batting race with a mark of .343, coming within a few percentage points of winning his third Triple Crown. With the Red Sox finishing just one game behind the pennant-winning Yankees, Williams walked away with his second MVP trophy.


  After starting off the 1950 season well, Williams fractured his elbow crashing into the Comiskey Park wall while catching a deep drive hit by Pittsburgh’s Ralph Kiner in the All-Star game. Subsequently forced to sit out more than 60 games, Williams nonetheless concluded the campaign with solid numbers. However, he later admitted that he never fully recovered from the injury, and stated that he felt he never again hit the ball with the same authority as before.


  Williams put up good numbers in 1951, batting .318, hitting 30 homers, leading the league in walks, total bases, on-base percentage, and slugging percentage, and surpassing 100 RBIs and 100 runs scored for the final time in his career. But, after appearing in only six games the following year, Williams was recalled for active duty in the Korean War on May 1, 1952. Eight years removed from his last flight, Williams was not particularly happy about being pressed into service in Korea, but he did what he felt was his patriotic duty. He eventually flew 39 combat missions before being pulled from flight status in June 1953 as the result of an inner-ear infection. Williams returned to the Red Sox later that year, batting .407 in his 37 games with the team.


  Thirty-five years old at the start of the 1954 campaign, Williams appeared in as many as 130 games in only two of his seven remaining seasons. After missing more than 30 games in 1954 due to a broken collarbone he suffered as the result of diving for a ball in spring training, he missed nearly 60 games in 1955 with an assortment of injuries. Battling various aches and pains over the course of his final five seasons, Williams never again compiled more than 420 official at-bats in a season. Yet, he remained a great hitter to the very end, winning two more batting titles, including leading the league with a mark of .388 in 1957, at the age of 38.


  After batting .316, hitting 29 home runs, and knocking in 72 runs in only 113 games and 310 official at-bats in 1960, Williams announced his retirement at the conclusion of the campaign. He ended his career with 521 home runs, 1,839 runs batted in, 1,798 runs scored, 2,654 hits, 2,021 walks, a .344 batting average, a .634 slugging average, and an all-time best .483 on-base percentage. Williams ranks first all-time on the Red Sox in career homers, batting average, slugging average, on-base percentage, and bases on balls.


  Stan Musial expressed his admiration for Williams when he stated, “Ted was the greatest hitter of our era. He won six batting titles and served his country for five years, so he would have won more. He loved talking about hitting and was a great student of hitting and pitchers.”


  Carl Yastrzemski, who claimed the starting left field job in Boston after Williams retired from the game, commented, “They can talk about Babe Ruth and Ty Cobb and Rogers Hornsby and Lou Gehrig and Joe DiMaggio and Stan Musial and all the rest, but I’m sure not one of them could hold cards and spades to Williams in his sheer knowledge of hitting. He studied hitting the way a broker studies the stock market, and could spot at a glance mistakes that others couldn’t see in a week.”


  Following his retirement, the baseball writers elected Williams to the Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility. In his 1966 induction speech, Williams included a statement calling for the admission into Cooperstown of some of the great Negro League players who never had an opportunity to perform in the majors. Williams stated, “I’ve been a very lucky guy to have worn a baseball uniform, and I hope some day the names of Satchel Paige and Josh Gibson in some way can be added as a symbol of the great Negro players who are not here only because they weren’t given a chance.”


  Williams started a second career in 1969 as manager of the Washington Senators, serving in that capacity until shortly after the start of the 1972 campaign, when the team became the Texas Rangers. He subsequently made guest appearances from time to time at Red Sox spring training, until he became unable to do so in later years due to failing health. Williams had a pacemaker installed in November of 2000 and underwent open-heart surgery in January of 2001. After suffering a series of strokes and congestive heart failures, he died of cardiac arrest at the age of 83 on July 5, 2002.


  Upon learning of his passing, Dale Petroskey, the president of the Baseball Hall of Fame, expressed his admiration for Williams by saying, “Ted’s passing signals a sad day, not only for baseball fans, but for every American. He was a cultural icon, a larger-than-life personality. He was great enough to become a Hall of Fame player. He was caring enough to be the first Hall of Famer to call for the inclusion of Negro League stars in Cooperstown. He was brave enough to serve our country as a Marine in not one but two global conflicts. Ted Williams is a hero for all generations.”


  Pittsburgh Pirates manager Lloyd McClendon discussed what the Boston legend meant to him: “Ted was everything that was right about the game of baseball. If you really think about it, he was everything that is right about this country. It is certainly a sad day for all of us. He is a man who lost five years of service time serving his country. What he could have done with those years in the prime of his life . . . it would be awesome to really put those numbers together. He would have probably been the greatest power hitter of all time.”


  Ted Williams wrote in his book, My Turn at Bat, “A man has to have goals—for a day, for a lifetime—and that was mine, to have people say, ‘There goes Ted Williams, the greatest hitter who ever lived.’” Many people feel that Williams reached his ultimate goal.
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  CAREER HIGHLIGHTS


  Best Season


  With Williams winning the Triple Crown in both 1942 and 1947, one would naturally assume that one of those years represented his finest season. However, as well as Williams performed in each of those years, particularly in 1942 when he led the American League with 36 home runs, 137 RBIs, 141 runs scored, a .356 batting average, 145 walks, 338 total bases, a .499 on-base percentage, and a .648 slugging average, the “Splendid Splinter” actually had two or three better seasons. The 1957 campaign would certainly have to be considered one of his finest. In addition to winning the batting title with a mark of .388 at 38 years of age, Williams hit 38 homers and topped the junior circuit with a .526 on-base percentage and a .731 slugging average. “Teddy Ballgame” had the most productive season of his career in 1949, when he captured the second of his two MVP trophies by batting .343, leading the league with 39 doubles, a .490 on-base percentage, and a .650 slugging percentage, and also topping the circuit with career-high marks of 43 home runs, 159 runs batted in, 150 runs scored, 162 walks, and 368 total bases.


  Yet, 1941 is generally considered to be Williams’s signature season. In addition to posting a historic .406 batting average, the “Splendid Splinter” drove in 120 runs, led the American League with 37 home runs, 135 runs scored, and 147 bases on balls, and established career highs in on-base percentage (.553), slugging percentage (.735), and OPS (1.287), topping the circuit in those three categories as well. Williams also struck out only 27 times all year—an amazing accomplishment when it is considered that he also hit 37 homers.


  Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances


  A number of exceptional performances and memorable moments highlighted Williams’s career, the first of which occurred on May 4, 1939, when he led the Red Sox to a 7–6 win over the Tigers in Detroit by hitting two home runs in one game for the first time as a major leaguer. Williams hit one of his homers over the right field roof at Briggs Stadium, making him the first player to accomplish the feat.


  Williams hit the longest home run ever hit at Fenway Park on June 9, 1946, driving an offering from Detroit’s Fred Hutchinson into the right-center field bleachers, 502 feet from home plate. The blast landed on a fan’s straw hat in Section 42, Row 37, Seat 21. Williams put on another power display a little over one month later, leading the Red Sox to an 11–10 victory in the first game of a doubleheader sweep of the Indians on July 14 by homering three times and driving in eight runs. “Teddy Ballgame’s” homers included a grand slam, a three-run blast, and a solo shot. Just one week later, Williams led his team to another doubleheader sweep, this time of the visiting St. Louis Browns, by collecting seven straight hits and hitting for the cycle in the nitecap.


  Williams homered three times in one game twice in 1957, accomplishing the feat for the first time during a 4–1 victory over the White Sox on May 8. He duplicated his earlier effort on June 13, going deep three times during a 9–2 win over the Indians.


  Williams’s six hits in eight at-bats on the final day of the 1941 season would have to rank among his most memorable performances as well. After earlier ignoring manager Joe Cronin’s suggestion to sit out both ends of the doubleheader to protect his .400 batting average, Williams raised his mark to .406 by collecting four hits in the opener and another two in the nitecap. Reflecting back years later on the events of the day, Williams said on The Greats of the Game, “There was no doubt in my mind that I was gonna play. I never even thought about sitting out.”


  Displaying over the course of his career a penchant for hitting dramatic home runs, Williams hit one such homer on July 8, 1941, winning the annual All-Star game for the American League by homering off Chicago Cubs pitcher Claude Passeau with two men out and two men on in the bottom of the ninth inning. Williams’s blast gave the junior circuit a 7–5 victory. He later said on The Greats of the Game, “I’ve always said that home run I hit in the ’41 All-Star Game was the biggest thing I had done in a big moment.”


  Williams also came up big at the 1946 Midsummer Classic, homering twice, collecting four hits, driving in five runs, and scoring four others during a 12–0 AL win at Fenway Park. Williams hit his second homer against Rip Sewell, belting the right-hander’s “ephous” (or “blooper”) pitch deep into the right field stands.


  However, Williams saved arguably the most dramatic home run of his career for his final at-bat. Playing before a sparse turnout at Fenway Park on a cool, dreary late-September afternoon, Williams drove a Jack Fisher offering into the bullpen in right-center field for the 521st and final home run of his storied career. Knowing that Williams intended to retire after the game, the Fenway faithful gave him a standing ovation as he rounded the bases. Williams, who remained true to himself to the very end, revealed years later on Greatest Sports Legends, “I thought about tipping my cap to them for one brief moment. But I just couldn’t bring myself to do it.” He elaborated further on his feelings that day on The Greats of the Game, stating, “That ranks with all the thrills I’ve had in baseball—right close to the top. Eighteen or 20 years before, I made up my mind I’m never gonna tip my cap again, and I never did. But, as I went around those bases, I thought about it. But it never happened. But I can tell you, it wasn’t because I didn’t think the Boston fans were the greatest. They were the greatest fans in the world. I’ve always tried to salute them in other ways. If I had to do it over again, I probably would.”


  
  NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS




  •Hit more than 30 home runs eight times, topping 40 homers once (43 in 1949)


  •Knocked in more than 100 runs nine times, surpassing 120 RBIs six times


  •Scored more than 100 runs nine times, topping 130 runs scored six times


  •Batted over .350 five times, surpassing the .400 mark once (.406 in 1941)


  •Finished in double-digits in triples twice


  •Surpassed 30 doubles eight times, topping 40 two-baggers on four occasions


  •Walked more than 100 times on eleven occasions, surpassing 130 bases on balls seven times


  •Compiled on-base percentage in excess of .490 nine times, surpassing .500 mark three times


  •Posted slugging percentage in excess of .600 on 13 occasions, topping .700 mark three times


  •Led AL in home runs four times; RBIs four times; batting average six times; runs scored six times; doubles twice; total bases six times; walks eight times; on-base percentage 12 times; slugging percentage nine times; and OPS 10 times


  •Major League Baseball’s all-time leader in career on-base percentage (.482)


  •Ranks second all-time in Major League Baseball in career slugging percentage (.634) and OPS (1.116)


  •Holds Red Sox career records for most home runs (521) and walks (2,021); highest batting average (.344); on-base percentage (.482); slugging percentage (.634); and OPS (1.116)


  •Ranks second all-time on Red Sox in runs batted in (1,839); runs scored (1,816); hits (2,654); extra base hits (1,117); doubles (525); and total bases (4,884)


  •Holds Red Sox single-season records for most runs scored (150); most walks (162); highest batting average (.406); highest on-base percentage (.553); highest slugging percentage (.735); and highest OPS (1.287)


  •Last major-league player to bat over .400


  •Two-time Triple Crown winner (1942 and 1947)


  •Two-time AL MVP (1946 and 1949)


  •Thirteen-time Sporting News All-Star selection


  •Nineteen-time AL All-Star


  •Five-time Sporting News Major League Player of the Year (1941, 1942, 1947, 1949, and 1957)


  •Member of Major League Baseball’s All-Century Team


  •Sixth on Sporting News’s 1999 list of Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players


  •1946 AL champion


  •Elected to Baseball Hall of Fame by members of BBWAA in 1966


  2


  Carl Yastrzemski


  [image: Courtesy LegendaryAuctions.com]


  Following a legend is never easy. That is something Carl Yastrzemski discovered after he inherited the Boston Red Sox left field job from Ted Williams at the start of the 1961 season. Yastrzemski played well for the Red Sox his first six years in the American League, winning a batting title and being named to three All-Star teams. Nevertheless, his inability to perform at the same lofty level that Williams reached during his remarkable career often left Yastrzemski feeling frustrated, dejected, and reviled. Frequently booed by the Fenway faithful, the young outfielder led a rather turbulent existence his first few years in Boston, failing to gain full acceptance by Red Sox fans until 1967, when he captured the American League Triple Crown and put together one of the finest all-around seasons in league history. From that point on, Yaz reached a level of popularity in Beantown that few other athletes have ever approached.


  Born on August 22, 1939, in Southampton, New York, Carl Michael Yastrzemski grew up on his father’s potato farm in the small Long Island town of Bridgehampton. As a youngster, Carl played on sandlot baseball teams with his father, Carl Sr., who the younger Yastrzemski always maintained had more ability than himself. After starring in baseball, football, and basketball at Bridgehampton High School, Carl Jr. briefly attended Notre Dame University before leaving school to pursue a professional career in baseball. Courted by several major-league teams, Yastrzemski eventually signed with the Red Sox, who immediately assigned him to Raleigh of the Carolina League. Yastrzemski captured the circuit’s batting title in 1959 with a mark of .377, before being promoted to Boston’s Triple-A affiliate in Minneapolis the following year. After falling just short of winning his second consecutive batting championship in 1960, Yastrzemski joined the Red Sox for the start of the 1961 campaign.


  Yastrzemski placed an immense amount of pressure on himself when he arrived in Boston at the start of the season, stating years later in Forever Fenway: 75 Years of Red Sox Baseball, “I think being in Ted Williams’ shadow put tremendous pressure on me the first two years. I would have liked to come into the big leagues, been unnoticed and not taken Ted Williams’ place, or been called ‘the next Ted Williams.’ I think it would have made it much easier for me.”


  Never having failed at any level before, Yastrzemski had a difficult time coping with the initial lack of success he experienced against major-league pitching, later recalling, “I remember I was a scared rookie, hitting .220 after the first three months of my baseball season, and doubting my ability.”


  Yastrzemski’s struggles eventually prompted the Red Sox to summon Williams to work with him. The “Splendid Splinter” helped restore the rookie’s shattered confidence, telling him at their first meeting, “I know—I know all about you. Look, kid, don’t ever—ya’ understand me?—don’t ever let anybody monkey with your swing.”


  Williams’s positive reinforcement helped Yastrzemski right himself, and the young left fielder went on to post respectable numbers in his first big-league season, finishing the campaign with 11 home runs, 80 runs batted in, and a .266 batting average. Yaz improved upon those figures in 1962, hitting 19 home runs, driving in 94 runs, scoring 99 others, batting .296, and finishing second in the league with 43 doubles. He won his first batting title the following year, leading the American League with a mark of .321, and also topping the circuit with 183 hits, 40 doubles, 95 walks, and a .418 on-base percentage. Yastrzemski earned his first AL All-Star and Sporting News All-Star selections, won his first Gold Glove, and placed sixth in the league MVP voting at season’s end.


  Yastrzemski continued to play well for the Red Sox in each of the next three seasons, finishing among the league leaders in batting average, doubles, and on-base percentage all three years, earning two more selections to the AL All-Star team, and winning another Gold Glove. In fact, Yaz developed into one of the American League’s finest all-around players, displaying good power and a keen batting eye at the plate, while also doing a superb job of playing Fenway’s tricky “Green Monster” in left field. Nevertheless, the outfielder often found himself being targeted by the Fenway Faithful for his inability to reach the level of greatness originally predicted for him when he first entered the league. Yastrzemski further antagonized the fans by occasionally demonstrating a lack of concentration on the field, making errors in judgment on the base paths from time to time while also expressing his frustration with his own failures at the plate by failing to run out fly balls or infield groundouts. The Boston fans might have treated Yastrzemski better, though, had they realized that his love and passion for the game caused him to experience these periodic lapses.


  Yastrzemski once said, “I think about baseball when I wake up in the morning. I think about it all day, and I dream about it at night. The only time I don’t think about it is when I’m playing it.”


  Boston outfielder Joe Lahoud confirmed Yaz’s obsession with the sport when he revealed, “Yaz did it all the time. We’d be on the road and he’d call, ‘C’mon, we’re going to the ballpark.’ I’d say, ‘Christ, it’s only one o’clock. The game’s at seven.’ He lived, breathed, ate, and slept baseball. If he went 0for 4, he couldn’t live with it. He could live with himself if he went 1for3. He was happy if he went 2 for 4. That’s the way the man suffered.”


  Yastrzemski finally won over the Fenway faithful in 1967, when he led the Red Sox to the American League pennant by putting together a truly remarkable season. After working out feverishly during the offseason and adding nearly 10 pounds of muscle to his frame, the 5'11" Yastrzemski reported to spring training at close to 185 pounds and in the best shape of his life. Although Yastrzemski possessed a fierce swing from the time he first entered the league, his bat appeared to be just a bit quicker, enabling him to pull the ball more regularly, instead of driving it to all fields as he had done in previous years. The change in Yaz’s hitting style ended up paying huge dividends, with the 28-year-old outfielder capturing the AL Triple Crown by topping the circuit with 44 home runs, 121 runs batted in, and a .326 batting average. He also led the league with 112 runs scored, 189 hits, 360 total bases, a .418 on-base percentage, and a .622 slugging percentage. In a hotly contested four-team pennant race that went down to the final day of the regular season, Yastrzemski carried the Red Sox on his back down the stretch, batting .523, hitting 5 home runs, knocking in 16 runs, and scoring 14 others over the season’s final two weeks. Yaz’s heroics enabled Boston to finish just one game ahead of Detroit and Minnesota in the final standings, putting the Red Sox in the World Series for the first time in 21 years. He continued to excel against St. Louis in the Fall Classic, batting .400, with three homers and five RBIs, although the Red Sox ended up losing to the Cardinals in seven games. Yastrzemski’s extraordinary performance earned him AL MVP and Sports Illustrated magazine’s Sportsman of the Year honors at season’s end. He also received the Hickok Belt, presented annually to the top professional athlete of the year.


  Although Yastrzemski never again reached such heights, he remained one of baseball’s very best players from 1968 to 1970. In the first of those campaigns, he hit 23 home runs, drove in 74 runs, scored 90, and led the league with a .301 batting average and a .426 on-base percentage. Despite batting only .255 the following year, Yastrzemski hit 40 homers, knocked in 111 runs, scored 96 others, and won his fifth Gold Glove. He then had a sensational 1970 season in which he placed among the league leaders with 40 home runs, 102 runs batted in, and a .329 batting average. Yaz also topped the circuit with 125 runs scored, a .452 on-base percentage, and a .592 slugging percentage, en route to earning a fourth-place finish in the league MVP voting.


  Yastrzemski failed to hit 30 home runs or score 100 runs in any of his 13 remaining seasons. He also batted over .300 just once more and knocked in as many as 100 runs only two more times. Nevertheless, he remained an extremely productive hitter until he finally retired at the conclusion of the 1983 campaign, at the age of 44. In addition to driving in 102 runs in both 1976 and 1977, Yaz surpassed 90 runs scored three more times, leading the league in that category in 1974, when he crossed the plate 93 times. He also used his keen batting eye to consistently finish near the top of the league rankings in on-base percentage. Yaz had his last big year in 1977, batting .296, hitting 28 homers, driving in 102 runs, scoring 99, and winning the last of his seven Gold Gloves for his outstanding play in left field. He spent his final six seasons splitting time between the outfield, first base, and DH spots. By the time he retired, Yastrzemski had amassed 452 home runs, 1,844 runs batted in, 1,816 runs scored, 3,419 hits, 646 doubles, 1,845 walks, and 5,539 total bases, placing him first in Red Sox history in each category except home runs and walks (he trails only Ted Williams and David Ortiz in homers, and he ranks second only to Williams in bases on balls). Yaz also played in more games (3,308), accumulated more plate appearances (13,992), and collected more official at-bats (11,988) than any other Red Sox player. He batted .285 over the course of his career and posted on-base and slugging percentages of .379 and .462, respectively. Some 30 years after he played his last game, Yastrzemski still ranks among Major League Baseball’s all-time leaders in games played (second), plate appearances (second), at-bats (third), bases on balls (sixth), hits (ninth), doubles (eighth), and total bases (ninth). He was the first American League player to surpass 3,000 hits and 400 home runs.


  Yet, in spite of all his accomplishments, Yastrzemski maintains that he never really enjoyed himself on the ball field, stating years later, “I loved the game. I loved the competition. But I never had any fun. I never enjoyed it; all hard work, all the time.”


  [image: Courtesy LegendaryAuctions.com]


  CAREER HIGHLIGHTS


  Best Season


  Yastrzemski performed exceptionally well in 1970, finishing among the AL leaders with 40 home runs, 102 RBIs, a .329 batting average, 186 hits, and 128 walks. He also topped the circuit with 125 runs scored, 335 total bases, a .452 on-base percentage, and a .592 slugging percentage. Yaz even stole a career-high 23 bases. Nevertheless, there is little doubt that Yastrzemski had his greatest year in 1967, when he led the AL in nine different offensive categories, en route to winning the Triple Crown and capturing league MVP honors. In addition to batting .326, scoring 112 runs, and compiling a .418 on-base percentage, Yaz established career highs in home runs (44), RBIs (121), total bases (360), and slugging percentage (.622). Teammate George Scott, who watched in amazement as Yastrzemski led the Red Sox to the pennant, stated in Forever Fenway: 75 Years of Red Sox Baseball, “Yaz had the type of year that every ballplayer dreams of. The guy hit 44 home runs that year, and I can remember 42 of those home runs meant something. They either won ballgames, tied ballgames, or brought us back into the ballgame. He never hit a single home run that year that didn’t mean anything. I’ve never seen any one individual have that type of year that he had in 1967.”


  Red Sox pitcher Jim Lonborg, who captured AL Cy Young honors in that “Impossible Dream” season of 1967, added, “He [Yaz] had what I consider, in my 15 years of baseball, one of the greatest all-around years, both offensively and defensively.”


  Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances


  Yastrzemski had arguably the greatest day of his career on May 19, 1976, going 4 for 4, with three homers, four RBIs, and four runs scored during a 9–2 win over Detroit at Tiger Stadium. He followed that up the very next day with a three-hit, two-homer, four-RBI performance at Yankee Stadium, leading the Red Sox to an 8–2 victory over the Yankees.


  Always an outstanding big-game performer, Yastrzemski batted .455 in the 1975 ALCS, before posting a mark of .310 against the Cincinnati Reds in the World Series. In the one-game playoff against the Yankees for the 1978 AL East title, Yaz homered against Ron Guidry and drove in another run with an RBI single off Rich Gossage. He also captured MVP honors at the 1970 All-Star Game by going 4 for 4 with two walks.



  Yastrzemski experienced one of his most memorable moments on September 12, 1979, when he singled off New York’s Jim Beattie for his 3,000th career hit during a 9–2 Red Sox win over the Yankees. The safety made Yaz the first American League player to collect 3,000 hits and 400 home runs.


  As one might expect, Yastrzemski turned in several of his most memorable performances while leading the Red Sox to the 1967 pennant, playing the best ball of his career during the latter stages of the campaign. Concluding a torrid 12-game stretch during which he batted .523, hit five home runs, knocked in 16 runs, and scored 14 others, Yaz led the Sox to consecutive must-win victories over Minnesota in the final two games of the regular season by going 7 for 8 with 5 RBIs, including a 3-run homer in the first contest. He also snuffed out a Twins rally by throwing out Bob Allison at second base on what looked like a sure double. Yastrzemski continued his extraordinary play against the Cardinals in the World Series, batting .400 and hitting three home runs, including two round-trippers during Boston’s Game 2 victory.


  
  NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS



  •Hit more than 40 home runs three times


  •Knocked in more than 100 runs five times


  •Scored more than 100 runs twice


  •Batted over .300 six times, topping the .320 mark on three occasions


  •Surpassed 30 doubles eight times, topping 40 two-baggers on three occasions


  •Drew more than 100 bases on balls six times


  •Compiled on-base percentage in excess of .400 six times


  •Posted slugging percentage in excess of .500 five times, topping .600 mark once (.622 in 1967)


  •Led AL in home runs once; RBIs once; batting average three times; runs scored three times; hits twice; doubles three times; total bases twice; walks twice; on-base percentage five times; slugging percentage three times; and OPS four times


  •Led AL outfielders in assists seven times and fielding percentage once


  •Led AL left fielders in putouts four times


  •Ranks among Major League Baseball’s all-time leaders in games played (2nd); plate appearances (2nd); at-bats (3rd); hits (9th); extra base hits (13th); doubles (8th); total bases (9th); walks (6th); and runs batted in (14th)


  •Holds Red Sox career records for games played (3,308); plate appearances (13,992); at-bats (11,988); hits (3,419); doubles (646); total bases (5,539); RBIs (1,844); and runs scored (1,816)


  •Ranks third all-time on Red Sox in home runs (452) and second in bases on balls (1,845).


  •First American League player to reach 3,000 hits and 400 home runs


  •1967 Triple Crown winner


  •1967 AL MVP


  •1967 winner of Hickok Belt


  •1970 All-Star Game MVP


  •Seven-time Gold Glove winner


  •Three-time Sporting News All-Star selection (1963, 1965, and 1967)


  •Eighteen-time AL All-Star


  •1967 Sporting News Major League Player of the Year


  •Number 72 on Sporting News’s 1999 list of Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players


  •Two-time AL champion (1967 and 1975)


  •Elected to Baseball Hall of Fame by members of BBWAA in 1989


  3


  Pedro Martinez


  [image: Courtesy Boston Red Sox]


  Pedro Martinez’s domination of opposing batters during the offensive-minded period that came to be known as the Steroid Era ultimately enabled him to edge out Roger Clemens and Cy Young for the number three spot in these rankings. Pitching for the Red Sox from 1998 to 2004, Martinez captured one pitcher’s Triple Crown, led the American League in ERA four times, topped the junior circuit in strikeouts and winning percentage three times each, and typically compiled an earned run average almost two runs per game below the league norm. Over that seven-year stretch, Martinez posted an overall record of 117–37, for a remarkable .760 winning percentage—the best in franchise history. Meanwhile, his 2.52 ERA as a member of the Red Sox makes him the only hurler since the Dead Ball Era to earn a spot in the team’s all-time top 10 in that category. Martinez won two Cy Young Awards while pitching for the Red Sox, placed second in the voting two other times, and finished runner-up in the league MVP balloting in 1999, when he recorded the first of two straight seasons that rank among the greatest ever turned in by an AL hurler. Formulas used by sabermetricians to calculate the effectiveness of players based on different variables have Martinez ranked as one of the two or three greatest pitchers in baseball history. Here, we’ll give him the nod over Clemens and Young as the top hurler in Red Sox history.


  Born in Manoguayabo, Dominican Republic, on October 25, 1971, Pedro Jaime Martinez came from humble beginnings. Like most houses in Manoguayabo, a small town 30 minutes outside the capital city of his homeland, the Martinez home had dirt floors and a tin roof. Pedro’s father, Paolino, one of the most respected pitchers on the island during the 1950s, worked as a janitor, while his mother, Leopoldina, did laundry for other families in town. One of six children, Pedro grew up in a house that included three bedrooms formed by sheets hung from wires.


  Seeking to escape his poverty-stricken upbringing, Martinez chose to pursue a career in baseball, signing with the Dodgers as an amateur free agent at the age of 16, in 1988. Despite initial concerns about his size (he began his pro career weighing only 135 pounds), Martinez accelerated through the Los Angeles farm system, excelling against all levels of competition. Opponents marveled at the smooth, compact motion and tremendous arm speed he generated with his small frame. Before long, Martinez earned a promotion to Albuquerque, where he spent the 1992 campaign. The Dodgers called him up in late September, with the 20-year-old right-hander subsequently making two appearances during the season’s final week.


  After earning a roster spot in spring training the following year, Martinez went on to establish himself as the Dodgers’ set-up man over the course of the season. Yet, in spite of the success he experienced in that role, Martinez remained determined to join his older brother Ramon in the team’s starting rotation. However, questions surrounding the ability of the 5'10", 175-pound hurler to hold up under the rigors of a 162-game schedule eventually prompted the Dodgers to trade Martinez to the Montreal Expos for standout second baseman Delino DeShields prior to the start of the 1994 campaign.


  Martinez gradually developed into one of the National League’s finest starting pitchers in Montreal, showing glimpses of the greatness that awaited him by throwing a perfect 9 innings against San Diego on June 3, 1995, before finally surrendering a hit in the bottom of the 10th inning during a 1–0 Expo victory. Martinez posted a combined 38–25 record in Montreal from 1994 to 1996, before having his breakout year in 1997, when he finished 17–8 for a mediocre Expos team. He also struck out 305 batters and led the National League with a 1.90 ERA and 13 complete games, en route to earning his first Cy Young Award. Martinez’s 305 strikeouts and 1.90 ERA made him the first right-handed pitcher since Walter Johnson in 1912 to accumulate as many as 300 strikeouts and allow the opposition fewer than 2 runs per 9 innings in the same season.


  With free agency looming for Martinez, the Expos traded him to the Red Sox for pitchers Carl Pavano and Tony Armas Jr. in November of 1997. Martinez signed a six-year, $75 million contract with the Sox shortly thereafter, making him the highest paid pitcher in the history of the game at the time. Paying immediate dividends on Boston’s huge investment in him, Martinez went 19–7 for the Red Sox in 1998, struck out 251 batters, and posted a 2.89 ERA.


  Martinez reached the apex of his career the following year, compiling one of the greatest seasons for a pitcher in baseball history. In addition to leading all American League hurlers with a record of 23–4, 313 strikeouts, and a 2.07 ERA, he allowed only 160 hits and 37 walks in 213 innings of work. Martinez performed so brilliantly that his 2.07 ERA placed him nearly three runs per game below the league average, with New York’s David Cone finishing a distant second to him in that category, with a mark of 3.44. Martinez ended up winning the Cy Young Award unanimously and finishing a close second in the league MVP voting. He continued to excel in the postseason, working 17 scoreless innings and allowing only 5 hits, en route to posting victories over Cleveland in the ALDS and New York in the ALCS. His 7-inning, 2-hit, 12-strikeout effort against the Yankees in Game 3 of the ALCS handed the eventual world champions their only loss of the 1999 postseason.


  Martinez’s ability to excel in such pressure situations provided great insight into his competitiveness and willingness to perform under the spotlight. Former Expos and Red Sox GM Dan Duquette said of Martinez, “He is a fearless competitor who knows how to perform on the big stage, and has terrific charisma.”


  Mo Vaughn, who played behind Martinez in Boston during the late 1990s, suggested, “He just loves to pitch in front of a packed house, with everyone standing, watching him work.”


  Among the other qualities that helped make Martinez so devastating were his large arsenal of pitches and his
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