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To every kid with a story inside, and to all the grown-ups who give them a pencil and encourage them to begin

—E. B. W.
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The Writer’s Dream

I hold dreams of writing

Deep inside my heart.

I want to touch people’s emotions

Using this expressive art.

I wish to stimulate contemplation

Of the joy which can partner life,

To diffuse the sorrow of others,

And help them through any strife.

This now shall be my purpose

And a crucially important goal.

For I attempt to return happiness to the spirit

And contentment to the soul.

—CYNTHIA LEITICH SMITH, age 11
(page 93)
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OUR STORY BEGINS with a box in a basement. It’s brown and heavy and one of many marked Elissa. And it’s filled, to the brim, with stories from my childhood. Stories I wrote.

Going through the box is like going backward in time. The stories on top of the pile are long and typed; they’re stapled pages from an ink-jet printer, with chapter titles in funky fonts. Below that are notebooks (spiral-bound, then marble-covered), then loose pages of text I once hammered out on my dad’s typewriter. At the very bottom are ruled lines on yellowed paper, my six-year-old handwriting large and exact. Some stories in the box made me laugh, they were so clever. Others made me laugh because they were so bad. Is it any surprise I became a writer?

I knew I couldn’t be the only one with a box in a basement. What, I wondered, did other children’s authors write when they were their readers’ age? Illustrators, too. What did they draw? I couldn’t be the only one who’d want to know. So I began to ask.

Over the past two years, I’ve had the joy of talking to some of today’s most-beloved children’s authors and illustrators about their early artistic endeavors. This book contains just a small sample of that childhood creativity. Some now-famous authors didn’t write as kids. Some wrote or drew, but they didn’t save their work. Others saved but consider their work too personal to share. Some were too busy creating something new to dig out something old. And, unfortunately, I had the space to include only a fraction of today’s tremendous talent.

Even so, the collection you’re about to read contains a fascinating variety of work from a range of voices, styles, backgrounds, and experiences, arranged by the age at which the works were created, from seven up through sixteen. Phyllis Reynolds Naylor wrote mysteries on used stationery during the Great Depression. Tom Angleberger planned for an epic novel about a plaice called Yodium. Rita Williams-Garcia kept a daily chronicle of her offbeat elementary school life. Thanhhà Lại made up stories with her mother as a girl in Vietnam, while Yuyi Morales struggled to create a truly original painting as a young teen in Mexico. These are just a few of this book’s poems, comics, journal entries, stories, drawings, paintings, and speeches, from different genres, different places, and different decades.

More amazing than the differences, though, are the similarities. Every piece is bursting with imagination and personality. The writing is sweet and funny and peppered with errors. The art is bold and uninhibited, with visible eraser marks. The whole collection is honest and passionate and often over-the-top. It’s raw, in every sense of the word. It reflects the authors and artists these authors and artists admired, and, without a doubt, the authors and artists they’d someday become.

Everyone’s story begins somewhere. For these writers and illustrators, it began with a favorite book or the sound of a poem. With dreams about horses, or Broadway, or monsters, or adventure. With parents who read aloud, or spoke poetically, or praised their creativity. It began with teachers—they remember their names—who transcribed their ideas, or laughed at their jokes, or wrote You will make your living as a writer someday in the margin with red pen.

Someday, the people in this book would win Newberys and Caldecotts. They’d top bestseller lists and see their books made into feature films. They’d inspire millions of kids to read, write, draw, and dream.

But long before that, they were kids themselves. Their stories were just beginning.

Your story is beginning too. Where will it go?

—E. B. W.
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[Dan Santat]

I REMEMBER SEEING my first Norman Rockwell painting when I was five. It was a picture of a snowy cottage in an issue of Time magazine. I was amazed by how detailed and realistic it looked, and it was at that moment right there that I concluded this man was the greatest artist who ever lived. It was as if someone had created life with their hands.

That evening, I set myself up at my usual drawing spot in front of the TV set, pulled out my markers and crayons, and tried to copy the picture as best as I could. I loved to draw, and I remember thinking that the whole town would be in awe of my artistic skills once I had replicated this masterpiece. News reporters would come from miles around to do a story on me with a headline reading, “Genius Child Paints Exactly Like Norman Rockwell!”

After an hour of drawing with my crayons, I became frustrated and started to cry. My dad laughed and said, “Norman Rockwell painted for years. It takes years of practice and talent to be that good.”

The thought of not being able to draw something made me furious. I slowly flipped through the entire Norman Rockwell art book. Each painting taunted me as I stared longingly at its individual beauty. Each one whispered, “You will never be able to do this.”

The worst part was that the book concluded with an image of Norman Rockwell painting an exact portrait of himself.

It was the ultimate slap in the face.

But I noticed something else about that painting.

Norman Rockwell was old. My five-year-old judgment of age concluded that he was probably a thousand years old. I remembered how, earlier that evening, my dad had mentioned that Norman Rockwell had painted for years to become that good.

NORMAN ROCKWELL HAD A THOUSAND YEARS OF PRACTICE ON ME.

And I was only five.

So I began to draw. I practiced every day, copying pictures from all sorts of cool comics like Peanuts and Garfield from the newspapers, and the Smurfs and Flintstones from the cartoons. I quickly improved after each drawing. I could feel my powers growing, and news of my ability to draw spread quickly around my school. (It wasn’t the whole town, but it was a start.)

“Could you draw me a Pegasus?” a kid would ask.

“Can you draw a knight fighting a dragon?” asked another.

I would fill their requests for a quarter, but I also drew their pictures just so I would know that I was capable of making whatever it was that a person wanted.

I hated knowing that I couldn’t draw something.

As I grew older, I gave myself tougher challenges. In high school, I copied pictures of Spider-Man, the Incredible Hulk, and the X-Men. I wanted to figure out how muscles and bones worked, so I checked out books on how to draw and slowly increased my knowledge. No one pushed



[image: Images]











[image: Images]
















ABOUT THE AUTHOR

[image: Images]

Like many of the people in this book, Elissa Brent Weissman has been writing stories since the time she could hold a pencil. Now grown up, she’s the award-winning author of five novels for young readers, including The Short Seller, Nerd Camp, and Nerd Camp 2.0. Visit her online at ebweissman.com.

Atheneum Books for Young Readers

Simon & Schuster • New York

Visit us at simonandschuster.com/kids

Authors.SimonandSchuster.com/Elissa-Brent-Weissman


[image: Images]

ATHENEUM BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

An imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division

1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10020

www.SimonandSchuster.com

All rights in each chapter are reserved to the individual copyright holder cited below and the content is reprinted here by the permission of the applicable copyright holder unless otherwise noted.

Compilation copyright © 2017 by Elissa Brent Weissman

Chapter 1 © 2017 by Dan Santat • Chapter 2 © 2017 by Raquel Jaramillo (R. J. Palacio) • Chapter 3 © 2017 by Marla Frazee • Chapter 4 © 2017 by Jarrett J. Krosoczka • Chapter 5 © 2017 by Thanhhà Lại • Chapter 6 © 2017 by Eric Rohmann • Chapter 7 © 2017 by Linda Sue Park. Reprinted by permission of Curtis Brown, Ltd. • Chapter 8 © 2017 by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, excluding cover of “The Food Fairies,” © 1978 by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor • Chapter 9 © 2017 by Gordon Korman, excluding “How to Handle Your Parents,” © 1975 by Gordon Korman. Reprinted by permission of Curtis Brown, Ltd. • Chapter 10 © 2017 by Elissa Brent Weissman • Chapter 11 © 2017 by Kathi Appelt • Chapter 12 © 2017 by Gail Carson Levine. Reprinted by permission of Curtis Brown, Ltd. • Chapter 13 © 2017 by Chris Gall • Chapter 14 © 2017 by Rita Williams-Garcia • Chapter 15 © 2017 by Cynthia Leitich Smith. Reprinted by permission of Curtis Brown, Ltd. • Chapter 16 © 2017 by Peter Lerangis • Chapter 17 © 2017 by Candace Fleming • Chapter 18 © 2017 by Brian Selznick • Chapter 19 © 2017 by Tom Angleberger • Chapter 20 © 2017 by Alex Gino • Chapter 21 © 2017 by Tim Federle • Chapter 22 © 2017 by KA Productions, excluding “Mother’s Day Poem” © 1995 by KA Productions • Chapter 23 © 2017 by Grace Lin • Chapter 24 © 2017 by Chris Grabenstein • Chapter 25 © 2017 by Yuyi Morales • Chapter 26 © 2017 by Ashley Bryan

All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any form.

ATHENEUM BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS is a registered trademark of Simon & Schuster, Inc. Atheneum logo is a trademark of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

For information about special discounts for bulk purchases, please contact Simon & Schuster Special Sales at 1-866-506-1949 or business@simonandschuster.com.

The Simon & Schuster Speakers Bureau can bring authors to your live event. For more information or to book an event, contact the Simon & Schuster Speakers Bureau at 1-866-248-3049 or visit our website at www.simonspeakers.com.

Jacket design copyright © 2017 by Simon & Schuster; jacket design by Sonia Chaghatzbanian; interior design by Sonia Chaghatzbanian and Irene Metaxatos

The text for this book was set in ITC Galliard Std.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Weissman, Elissa Brent editor.

Title: Our story begins: your favorite authors and illustrators share fun, inspiring, and occasionally ridiculous things they wrote and drew as kids / edited by Elissa Brent Weissman.

Description: First edition. | New York : Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2017.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016036528 | ISBN 9781481472081 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781481472104 (eBook)

Subjects: LCSH: Children’s writings, American. | American literature—20th century. | Children’s art—United States.

Classification: LCC PS508.C5 O97 2017 | DDC 810.8/09282—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016036528

ops/images/f00ii-01.jpg
v%)'
5 To W\
rof“

{’/W@'g Hﬁh_

Bw il
OV\/] m ade |









ops/images/f0xiv-01.jpg
X%






ops/images/star.jpg







ops/images/f0viii-01.jpg







ops/images/title.jpg
YOUR FAVORITE AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS
SHARE FUN, INSPIRING, AND
OCCASIONALLY RiDiCULOUS THINGS
THEY WROTE AND DREW AS KiDS

A

atheneum

Atheneum Books for Young Readers
New York London Toronto Sydney New Delhi






ops/images/f0008-01.jpg





ops/images/f000i-01.jpg
Kwﬂ‘ogo C

ol /
Y_‘ (;Q. i






ops/images/f0004-01.jpg
AT
» » » » »






ops/images/f0007-01.jpg





ops/images/f000x-01.jpg





ops/images/9781481472104.jpg
YOUR FAVORITE AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS
SHARE FUN, iNSPIRING, AND
OCCASIONALLY RiDiCULOUS THINGS
THEY WROTE AND DREW AS KiDS





ops/images/author.jpg





ops/images/logo.jpg






