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Introduction

     There is no doubt that humans have aspired to the truth since they first existed on this earth. Through science and reasoning, they have discovered that the earth we live on is almost insignificant in this vast universe. It has also been confirmed that every being has its creator, every mover has its source of motion, and every system has a governing order that controls its movement and balance. Whoever created this universe, regulated its motion, and brought into existence what exists and what does not, surely their status is great and their rank is exalted.

     Mercy is a supremely noble and ideal act, so what about the One who created it? Compassion and what about the One whose attribute is Compassionate? Patience is one of the greatest virtues on earth, so what about the One whose attribute is Patient? Power is the foundation of dominion over the world, so what about the One whose attribute is Strong and Mighty? If in our world there is a beginning for all things, then what about the One who is the First, before whom there is nothing, and the Last, after whom there is nothing? And what if all these attributes were combined together? There is no doubt that these attributes, whether taken together or individually, point to the One in whose hand is the dominion of all things; He is our One and         Only Lord.


The Most Gracious

      Where do we see grace that encompasses every single creature?

      This name signifies an immense, all-encompassing, and unconditional mercy inherent to God's nature. It extends universally to all creation believers and disbelievers,  humans and animals alike in this worldly life.

      It describes a quality of mercy that is vast, inherent, and showered upon every single creature without any discrimination. It is a fundamental aspect of God's relationship with His creation, providing for their needs, sustaining them, and giving them the chance to live and thrive. This mercy is not earned; it is a gift bestowed out of Our lord's boundless generosity. It is the reason the universe functions with order and compassion, allowing life to flourish. The very act of creation is the first and greatest manifestation of him .

      This grace is universal, unconditional, and foundational to existence itself. We witness this all-encompassing grace in the very fabric of creation:

· In Sustenance: Every creature, from the microscopic plankton in the ocean to the largest whale, receives its precise provision without having to ask or earn it.

· In the Design of Life: The intricate, life-giving systems of our planet the water cycle, the atmosphere, the perfect distance from the sun are vast, unasked-for gifts that sustain all beings, believers and disbelievers alike (1).

     This grace is the default state of divine interaction with creation. It is not a response to our goodness but the very ground upon which our lives are built. 

 


(1) Al-Ghazali, "The Ninety-Nine Beautiful Names of God," pp. 45-48 




The Most Merciful

     How is mercy in the hereafter uniquely profound for believers?

     While also meaning merciful, this name denotes a specific, continuous mercy reserved for believers in both this life and the Hereafter. It responds to faith and repentance, granting forgiveness and eternal paradise.

    This name refers to a merciful quality that is active, continuous, and specifically directed towards those who turn to our god with faith and good deeds. If most gracious is the general mercy for all creation, most merciful is the special, sustaining mercy for the faithful. It is the mercy that accepts repentance, covers shortcomings, rewards good deeds multiplied, and culminates in the ultimate blessing of Paradise. This mercy is conditional upon a person's choice to believe and obey, showcasing god's justice and love for His righteous servants.

      The Prophet Muhammad said: ""When Allah loves a servant, He calls Jibreel and says: 'I love so-and-so, so love him.' Then Jibreel loves him and announces it in the heavens."" This special mercy flows from the most merciful (1).

This mercy is profound because:

· It is the mercy of fulfilment and completion. It transforms the believer’s earthly journey with all its struggles, faith, and good deeds into eternal, unimaginable bliss in Paradise. It is the ultimate “reward” for a life of conscious submission.

· It is the mercy of protection and salvation. On the Day of Judgment, a day of intense fear and awe, this mercy will shield the believers from the terror of the reckoning, intercede on their behalf, and ultimately save them from the Fire.

 


(1) Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Manners (Al-Adab), Hadith No. 6040




The Sovereign

    Who is the true Sovereign behind every earthly ruler?

     Our lord is the absolute King and Master of all dominion. His kingship is not symbolic but real, complete, and unchallenged. All authority belongs to Him alone.

     The sovereign is not a king in the earthly sense, which may have rivals or a limited domain. His sovereignty is absolute, eternal, and encompasses every single atom in all realms of existence the seen and unseen. He possesses complete authority to command and prohibit, to give and to withhold. No one can question His judgment or oppose His rule.

      Every kingdom, government, and power structure on earth and all earthly power is temporary, borrowed, and contingent. Leaders rule by permission and within limits set by a higher authority. 

He is the King:

· Behind the Throne: He grants authority to which He wills and strips it from whom He wills. The rise and fall of nations occur by His decree and wisdom.

· Over All Realms: His sovereignty is not limited to geopolitics. He is the King of the heavens and the earth, the seen and unseen, the physical and spiritual realms.

· With Ultimate Authority: His command is final. His law is the ultimate standard of justice. All man-made laws are ultimately judged against His eternal command.

     Just as a king controls his kingdom, our god governs every atom in the universe from the orbit of galaxies to the beating of a human heart nothing happens without His will (1).


(1) Ibn Taymiyyah, "Majmu' al-Fatawa," Vol. 6, pp. 88-92




The Holy

      What does absolute, flawless perfection mean?

      The Pure, The Sacred and he is utterly free from any imperfection, flaw, or limitation. His essence, attributes, and actions are perfect and beyond human comprehension.  

      Our god is pure and far removed from any deficiency, imperfection, or impurity that creation may possess. He is transcendent and holy. His knowledge is without ignorance, His power is without weakness, and His life is without death. He is completely separate from and unlike His creation. This name inspires believers to strive for spiritual purity and to acknowledge that all perfection belongs to Our God alone. When we declare Glory be to him, we are affirming this absolute holiness and distancing him from any anthropomorphic qualities or shortcomings (1).

      Human perfection is relative and always mixed with some deficiency. Our God defines perfection in its absolute sense. It means that He is:

· Pure from any imperfection: Free from need, fatigue, ignorance, injustice, or change. Time does not age Him, events do not alter Him.

· Pure from any similarity: He is not like His creation. He transcends human attributes and limitations. When we say He "hears" or "sees," it is with a hearing and seeing that is perfect and unlike our own.

· The Source of all purity: All spiritual purity, holiness, and sanctity found in prophets, angels, sacred spaces, and pure hearts ultimately originate from Him. He is not just "holy"; He is Holiness itself.

 


(1) Al-Qushayri, "The Ninety-Nine Beautiful Names of God," pp. 67-70




The Source of Peace

     From whom does true, enduring peace originate?

     Our god is the originator of peace, security, and wholeness. His essence is free from conflict, and from Him flows all harmony and safety in creation.

     He is the very embodiment of peace and perfection, free from any internal or external conflict. From this perfect essence, all peace, safety, and harmony in the universe emanate. He is the source from which all well-being flows. He grants peace to the hearts of the believers through faith and promises them the ultimate peace of Paradise. Calling upon this name is a means of seeking protection and tranquillity in this life and the other life. It reminds us that true and lasting peace can only be found through connection with him.

Worldly peace is often the mere absence of conflict or a temporary state of comfort. The peace of Our Lord is fundamental, positive, and flowing from the Divine. True peace originates from Him because:

· He Himself is Peace. His essence is free from any conflict, disorder, or internal contradiction. He is the perfectly Whole and Harmonious One.

· He is the Source of all harmony in the universe from the orbits of planets to the balance of ecosystems. Cosmic order is a reflection of His name.

· He grants peace to hearts that connect with Him. This tranquillity is a divine gift that settles the heart amidst life's storms. It is the peace of knowing the Creator is in control, of submitting to His will, and of trusting His wisdom.

· Paradise is The Abode of Peace, the ultimate destination where this peace is experienced fully free from all fear, grief, and want. Thus, seeking peace anywhere else in wealth, status, or relationships is seeking a reflection instead of the Source.

     For example a believer finds inner peace through faith even during hardship, because they trust in God's plan this tranquillity comes from him. 


The Guardian of Faith

    How can one feel truly secure in an uncertain world?

    Our God gives security, affirms truth, protects His servants, and confirms the promises of the Hereafter. He instils faith in hearts and guards believers from doubt.

     He is the One who grants security and peace to His creation, such as the laws of nature that allow us to live without constant fear of chaos. He is the One who affirms the truth of His message through signs and revelations. He is the One who protects His faithful servants from the evils they fear, both physically and spiritually. He also "believes in" His servants in the sense that He confirms their faith with rewards. This name assures believers that their faith is safeguarded and that the promises of him are absolutely true and reliable.

    The world is inherently uncertain: health fails, economies crash, loved ones leave, and dangers lurk. Our Lord is the One who grants the only security that can withstand these realities. True security is felt by:

· Faith in His Promise: The core of this name is related to faith. Security comes from believing with certainty that Our God is true to His promises of provision for the reliant, help for the patient, and paradise for the righteous.

· Trust in His Protection: He secures creation from total chaos. He secures believers from the ultimate failure (lasting punishment in the Hereafter) when they follow His guidance.

· The Security of Guidance: He has sent down clear guidance and messengers, providing spiritual security against misguidance, doubt, and despair. Knowing the "why" of existence and the "how" to live is a profound form of security.

     And when someone sincerely says "there is no god except Our Lord", their heart feels secure knowing they are under his protection and safeguards their belief.


The Preserver of Safety

     What does it mean to be constantly watched over and preserved?

     The Ever-Watchful Guardian, who oversees all things, ensures cosmic order, witnesses every deed, and protects creation.

     He is the vigilant Watcher and Protector who oversees the entire creation, ensuring that everything functions according to its divinely ordained system. He is the Guardian who preserves the cosmic order, from the motion of planets to the biological processes within living beings. He witnesses every action, intention, and thought, and He protects His servants from unseen dangers. This name combines the concepts of observation, control, and preservation. It gives a believer the comfort of knowing they are constantly under the watchful care of a Guardian who never sleeps or is neglectful.

     Our Lord has several interconnected meanings: the Watcher, the Guardian, the Witness, and the Protector. To be under His domination means:

· Vigilant Guardianship: He is not a passive observer. He actively oversees, regulates, and preserves the existence and order of every single thing. He maintains the balance of the universe and the details of our lives.

· Comprehensive Record-Keeping: He witnesses and records all deeds, intentions, and events with perfect accuracy. This is a protective custody of our story nothing is lost or forgotten.

· Protective Oversight: For the believer, this watchfulness is a source of immense comfort. It means we are never alone, never neglected. Our struggles are seen, our tears are counted, and our path is guarded from evils we may not perceive.

    For example, even in
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