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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check answers


	1  Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Summaries


	•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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Exam-style questions
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Commentary on the questions

Tips on what you need to do to gain full marks.
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Sample student answers

Practise the questions, then look at the student answers that follow.
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Commentary on sample student answers

Read the comments showing how many marks each answer would be awarded in the exam and exactly where marks are gained or lost.
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About this book


The aim of this Student Guide is to prepare you for Edexcel Politics A-level Paper 3, Global politics. This paper comprises a third of the Politics A-level, and all of the topics covered in this guide could be examined in the exam. It is therefore vital that you are familiar and confident with all the material.

The Content Guidance section covers all six topics of the Edexcel A-level specification’s Global Politics component:


	•  Theories of global politics

	•  The state and globalisation

	•  Global governance: political and economic

	•  Global governance: human rights and environmental

	•  Power and developments

	•  Regionalism and the European Union



You should use the Content Guidance to ensure you are familiar with all the key concepts and terms, statistics, issues and arguments. It is also important that you learn a range of relevant examples so that you can quote them in your answers. This will demonstrate that you possess a really detailed understanding of the material and will provide your answers with real conviction. Throughout this section there is a series of Knowledge checks, which you should use to ensure that you fully understand a topic before moving on to the next one. The answers to these Knowledge checks can be found at the end of the guide. The advice in the Exam tips boxes is designed to help you avoid significant common errors made by students, as well as guiding you towards good practice. In order to enjoy and achieve highly in global politics it is important to understand how the different parts of the specification connect together. Synoptic links are provided throughout the book to help you to do this.

The Questions & Answers section is an opportunity to develop your exam technique so that you become conversant with the sorts of exam skills the examiners will reward.

This guide does not provide a full range of examples or go into full detail, so you should use it alongside other resources, such as your class notes, the Global Politics for A-level textbook by Robert Murphy, John Jefferies and Josie Gadsby, and articles in Politics Review (both published by Hodder Education). You should also use a variety of websites — such as those of the BBC, Al Jazeera, Politico, CNN and The Guardian — in order to keep up to date with current news. Global politics is a constantly evolving subject and the more knowledgeable you are about contemporary developments in international relations, the more you will enjoy the subject and the more confident your writing will become.





Content Guidance



Theories of global politics


Main ideas of realism

Realism is a political philosophy that attempts to explain how global politics can best be understood. According to classical realism, human beings — and consequently nation states — are motivated by a desire for power and security. Niccolò Machiavelli in The Prince (1513) declared that humans are ‘insatiable, arrogant, crafty and shifting, and above all malignant, iniquitous, violent and savage’. The realist thinker Hans Morgenthau accepted this, pessimistically stating that ‘the social world is but a projection of human nature on to the collective plane’.
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Realism According to realism, nation states play the dominant role in international politics and make decisions based on maximisation of their power and security. States thus exist in a ‘self-help environment’ and so are guided by pragmatic considerations of self-interest.
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Structural or neo-realists further argue that since nation states are the principal actors in international relations and their primary motivation is self-interest, global politics is necessarily anarchic. As a result of this states compete for influence, thus creating inherent instability within the system. Morality and ideology therefore play no part in power politics. As the Victorian prime minister Lord Palmerston put it, ‘We have no eternal allies, and we have no perpetual enemies. Our interests are eternal and perpetual, and those interests it is our duty to follow.’


States as key actors in global politics and the balance of power (state sovereignty)

The realist approach to global politics is highly practical. As the key actors in global politics, nation states do not act out of an altruistic desire to make the world a better place. Instead, they seek to establish a balance of power that works in their favour and ensures their security.


	•  Defensive realists, such as Kenneth Waltz, emphasise that nation states are most influenced by the need for security. Nation states therefore are ‘security maximisers’.

	•  Offensive realists, such as John Mearsheimer, argue that nation states are more predatory and, as power maximisers, seek influence as well as security.



Since nation states are the dominant force in global politics, they cannot appeal to any higher authority to protect their interests. As John Mearsheimer puts it, there is no ‘night watchman’. This means that in a potentially hostile world order, nation states need to achieve a balance of power that protects their interests and independence. A balance of power can thus establish a stable equilibrium that reduces the potential for conflict.
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Knowledge check 1

What are the main principles of the realist approach to global politics?

[image: ]






International anarchy and its implications

Since there is no superior authority to which nation states are equally accountable, a state of international anarchy exists. This does not mean that there is complete confusion, nor that what Thomas Hobbes referred to in Leviathan (1651) as a state of nature exists. What it does mean is that there is no supranational authority that can enforce a global rule of law. Nation states are therefore responsible for their own interests, so they exist in a self-help environment in which their security depends upon their military power and the alliances they make. Statecraft is thus the way in which nation states achieve the best possible outcome for themselves in a hostile environment in which there are no rules.
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International anarchy means that there is no supranational authority that can impose rules on nation states. Since international relations are, therefore, conducted without enforceable laws, states can act according to their own interests, creating a state of international anarchy.
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The inevitability of war

According to realism, conflict is inherent in international relations. This is because:


	•  Nation states seek power, influence and security. According to Hans Morgenthau, ‘the struggle for power is universal in time and space’.

	•  Since nation states continually seek to advance their own interests, instability and uncertainty are inherent within the global system since no state can know for certain the intentions of another state.

	•  States cooperate only when it is in their national interest to do so.

	•  There is no authority greater than the nation state that can compel obedience to a global rule of law.
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Synoptic link

The way in which President Trump dramatically increased the military spending of the United States in response to the emergence of China as a potential global competitor demonstrates a realist use of hard power in international relations (see page 53).
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The security dilemma

The way in which nation states seek to protect and advance their interests creates a security dilemma. This is because, by trying to achieve a favourable balance of power, a nation state will make other nation states feel vulnerable, so that they also have to increase their power in order to protect their security. The concept of the security dilemma thus challenges the theory that a balance of power maintains peace, since by trying to increase their security nation states may actually make themselves more vulnerable by encouraging a volatile and unstable struggle for power. For example, historians suggest that the outbreak of the First World War (1914–18) was due to the extent to which the European great powers concentrated on military build-ups and alliance building, creating self-defeating suspicion, fear and resentment.
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Security dilemma By building up their military and diplomatic influence in order to create a balance of power in their favour, nation states provoke other nation states to build up their own military forces to protect themselves. Consequently, this actually undermines their security by leading to an arms race.
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Knowledge check 2

What is the connection between realism and (core) conservative philosophy?
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Main ideas of liberalism

Liberalism rejects what it sees as the unnecessary pessimism of realism. According to liberalism, human beings and nation states are not simply motivated by the desire for power and security. Instead, nation states can work together in harmony in order to achieve a collective good. Liberals agree that the international system is anarchic. They argue, however, that nation states appreciate that by cooperating with each other they can all achieve relative gains, so that international relations are not zero-sum. Conflict is therefore not inherent within the system.

According to liberalism, states are also not the only key players in global politics. Instead they share power with intergovernmental organisations and non-governmental organisations, so that international relations are more than simply the way in which nation states react to each other. The way, too, in which the interests of nation states and non-state actors can often be the same creates a world of complex interdependence in which cooperation, rather than conflict, provides the default position for global relations. Liberals thus favour free trade because of the way in which it encourages closer understanding and cooperation between nation states. As the Liberal politician Richard Cobden put it in 1843, ‘Free trade! What is it? Why, breaking down the barriers that separate nations.’


The significance of morality and optimism in human nature

Liberalism is based upon an optimistic view of human nature. Whereas realists work from the premise that human beings are selfish and self-serving, liberals emphasise our capacity for cooperation and mutual interdependence. Their view of human nature thus derives significantly more from John Locke than it does from Thomas Hobbes. Since human beings can work together in shared enterprises and construct societies based upon the protection of their members, so nation states can cooperate in order to achieve the common good. Moral considerations, therefore, can also motivate the behaviour of states, rather than solely pragmatic considerations of self-gain.
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Exam tip

This section introduces a lot of precise terms, such as ‘security dilemma’, ‘balance of power’ and ‘complex interdependence’. Use this sort of precise terminology in your work, because it will provide your writing with greater conviction.
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The possibility of harmony and balance

According to the philosopher Immanuel Kant, it is possible to achieve a harmony of interests within a nation state through representative institutions and the rule of law. ‘Perpetual peace’ between states can also be achieved, if:


	•  all states protect the rights of their citizens

	•  states work together to achieve a collective good

	•  the rights of citizens everywhere are universally respected



Liberals thus argue that it is possible to achieve harmony and balance both within nation states and in global relations if nation states obey Kant’s principles. This has recently been called the democratic peace theory, whereby nation states — which base themselves on the rule of law rather than on an egotistical desire for self-gain — make the rational decision that they will benefit more through cooperation than through conflict.
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Knowledge check 3

What are the main principles of the liberal approach to global politics?
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Complex interdependence

Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye argue that global relations have been transformed by the ever-closer connectivity between nation states and societies. This is due to the complex interdependence that is established between states through economic globalisation and through shared responses to collective dilemmas such as climate change, terrorism and rogue states. Multiple channels of communication between states through transnational organisations, intergovernmental organisations and non-governmental organisations further establish the conditions for a more collective response to international relations. According to this theory, the realist approach to global politics — which emphasises the power-maximisation and security interests of one state — is rendered obsolete by the shared interests of states becoming so connected and overlapping.
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Complex interdependence A liberal concept that suggests the fortunes of nation states are inextricably connected through multiple channels, encouraging cooperation rather than conflict.
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Impact and growth of international organisations

Since the end of the Second World War, the impact of international organisations in determining global policy has dramatically increased. Significant non-state actors include intergovernmental organisations (IGOs), non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and transnational corporations (TNCs), all of which play an increasingly important role in international relations.
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Knowledge check 4

What is the significance of collective dilemmas in global politics?
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IGOs are institutions within which nation states can cooperate in order to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes. Such organisations include:


	•  United Nations (UN): the world’s most advanced organ of intergovernmental cooperation, which carries out a wide variety of judicial, security and development roles.

	•  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): the 37 high-income democracies in the OECD regularly consult together.

	•  G7 (G8 until Russia was suspended because of its annexation of Crimea in 2014) and G20: they convene to discuss a collective response to global challenges. The G7 comprises the biggest economies in the Global North and the G20 the biggest economies in the developing and developed world.

	•  Regional organisations: these include the European Union (EU), in which supranational elements of governance have been most highly developed, as well as others in which sovereignty has been less deeply pooled, such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

	•  Interpol: the 190 nation states that are members of the International Police Organization share intelligence and resources in order to better combat international crime, drug-trafficking and terrorism.



NGOs are not-for-profit organisations that seek to influence the actions of nation states through soft power persuasion. They are widely consulted by governments and IGOs and so have become ‘stakeholders’ in global dialogue. They include:


	•  Greenpeace: a global pressure group that lobbies governments and IGOs to protect the environment

	•  Médecins Sans Frontières: a humanitarian group that provides medical help in conflict zones around the world.



TNCs are powerful businesses that have economic interests in many different countries and whose management possesses a regional or global outlook. In a globalised world, the economic decisions that TNCs make will have huge consequences for nation states and so they are increasingly significant players in international decision making. For instance:


	•  In 2020 Google announced that it was investing $10 billion in India, which will provide a massive boost to the country’s economy at a time of global recession.

	•  Negotiations on whether Apple will transfer iPhone production from China to India (2020) will have a significant impact on both economies.





Likelihood of global governance

All of these non-state actors demonstrate the way in which states can work with and through other organisations. However, the effectiveness of global governance is undermined by the way in which, in most cases, nation states retain the dominant role in decision making:


	•  On the UN Security Council, the permanent five possess the veto on security issues, illustrating the way in which powerful nation states exercise a dominant role in decision making.

	•  The UN’s commitment to ‘Responsibility to Protect’ (2005) has proved a dead letter in conflicts such as the Syrian civil war, since the Security Council and other key players, such as Turkey and Iran, cannot agree to a concerted approach.

	•  Both the International Court of Justice (World Court) and International Criminal Court rely on the cooperation of nation states if their judgments are to be accepted and enforced.

	•  The proposals that are made at meetings of the G7 and G20 are only declarations of intent and have no enforcement power.

	•  Most regional organisations have comparatively little supranational authority over their members. Even the most advanced form of regionalism, the EU, possesses a mechanism — Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty — whereby a member state may leave the organisation.
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Global governance The way in which nation states work together and with non-state actors in IGOs to resolve collective dilemmas.
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Synoptic link

One of the greatest challenges to the establishment of a global response to collective dilemmas is that nation states often prefer their national interests to those of the wider global community. This self-interest helps to explain the way in which the tragedy of the commons thesis limits collective action on climate change (see page 49).
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Divisions between realism and liberalism


Human nature and power

Realism and liberalism fundamentally differ in their views on human nature and power.

According to realists, human beings are primarily motivated by self-centred desires. Nation states, consequently, are also seen as being driven by selfish desires and, in global relations, as always seeking to maximise their own power and security. As a result of this, international politics is anarchic as all states seek what is in their own best interests.

Liberals argue that realism is overly negative in its assessment of human nature and what motivates the actions of nation states. According to liberalism, cooperation is as inherent in human nature as conflict and so states also can be prepared to work together in order to achieve common ends.



Order and security and the likelihood of conflict

The liberal emphasis on complex
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Impact of international organisations and the significance of states



	•  In 2009, the G20 agreed not to respond to the global economic crisis by imposing tariffs on foreign goods since this would negatively impact the global community.

	•  At the Paris Climate Change Conference (2015), the UN achieved a global consensus on the importance of nation states working together to limit their carbon emissions in order to limit climate change.

	•  Regional organisations have, to a greater or lesser extent, pooled the sovereignty of their members. The EU, for example, has a common citizenship and a single currency (Maastricht Treaty 1993) and a legal identity (Lisbon Treaty 2009), meaning it can negotiate on equal terms with nation states.

	•  All 47 members of the European Council have accepted the principles of the European Convention on Human Rights, which is adjudicated by the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.





	•  In 2014, Russia annexed Crimea in defiance of international condemnation, including its suspension from the G8.

	•  In 2016, when a UN international tribunal declared that China’s construction of artificial reefs in the Spratly Islands was against international maritime law, China ignored the court.

	•  In 2017, President Trump announced that the United States was withdrawing from the Paris Climate Change Agreement since the treaty was ‘an agreement that disadvantages the United States to the exclusive benefit of other countries’.

	•  In 2020, from the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic to the time of writing, there was little international cooperation as nation states developed their own strategies to combat the disease. For example, in defiance of the principles of the Schengen Agreement (free movement of goods and people) member states of the EU unilaterally closed their borders when the outbreak began.






Main ideas of the anarchical society and society of states theory
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To what extent do realism and liberalism explain post-2000 developments in global politics?






	Examples of liberalism
	Examples of realism





	UN Millennium Goals (2000–15) and Sustainable Development Goals (2015–30).
	2014: Russian annexation of Crimea.



	2002: establishment of the International Criminal Court.
	Burundi (2017) and the Philippines (2019) withdraw from the International Criminal Court.



	2005: UN World Summit endorsed ‘Responsibility to Protect’.
	Lack of a global consensus on how to resolve the Syrian civil war (2011–): Russia, Turkey and Iran placing their geo-strategic interests first in the conflict.



	2009: Lisbon Treaty further developed the supranational elements of the EU.
	2020: China’s decision to enforce a new security law increasing its power over the Hong Kong government in defiance of international condemnation.



	2011: UN Resolution 1973 authorised military action to stop Libyan government attacks on its citizens.
	2021: NATO summit warned that China presents a ‘systematic challenge’ to members’ interests.



	2015: Climate Change Agreement signed in Paris as a result of a global consensus.
	2021: The Biden administration withdrew its forces from Afghanistan to focus on more pressing security concerns elsewhere.



	2021: the Biden administration re-joined the Paris Agreement and reaffirmed US commitment to climate change leadership.
	2021: AUKUS (Australia, UK, US) was established to increase the security interests of its member states.



	2021: 136 nation states agreed to enforce a 15% minimum rate of corporate tax to ensure MNC pay a fair burden of taxation.
	2021: Soon after unprecedented numbers of Chinese military planes flew into Taiwan’s air defence zone, President Xi Jinping stated that the reunification of Taiwan and China ‘must be fulfilled’.
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	•  The liberal interpretation of international relations.

	•  The realist interpretation of international relations.

	•  Why realists believe that global politics tends towards conflict.

	•  The meaning and significance of complex interdependence.

	•  Examples of the ways in which non-state actors have advanced global governance.

	•  The factors that obstruct the further development of global governance.

	•  Examples of cooperation and conflict in international relations.

	•  The significance of the ‘society of states’ thesis.

	•  Post-2000 examples of realism and liberalism in international relations.





	1  Examine why realism and liberalism interpret international relations in such different ways.

	2  Evaluate the extent to which global governance is successful.

	3  Examine the ways in which global relations tend either towards a realist or a liberal model.

	4  Evaluate the extent to which contemporary global politics is anarchic.
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The state and globalisation


Characteristics of a nation state and of national sovereignty


Nation state — a political community bound together by citizenship and nationality
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	•  The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) demands the right, as representatives of a distinct ethnic and political group, to statehood.

	•  Kurdish separatists in Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Iran and Armenia all claim the right to be part of a Kurdish state.





National sovereignty — the state’s absolute power over citizens and subjects
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The process of globalisation
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Economic globalisation
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Financial globalisation




Political globalisation
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Internet (technology)
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Cultural globalisation
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What has been the impact of globalisation on the state system?


Widening and deepening interconnectedness and interdependence
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The ways in which the development of international law challenges state control over citizens
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	•  The International Court of Justice (or World Court) (1946) sits permanently at The Hague and was established to settle disputes between nation states and to provide advisory opinions on international disputes.

	•  The European Court of Human Rights (1959) sits in Strasbourg and rules on cases involving the European Convention on Human Rights.

	•  UN war crimes tribunals have been set up on an ad hoc basis. They have aimed to bring justice for victims of war crimes and human rights abuses committed in the former Yugoslavia, Cambodia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone.

	•  The International Criminal Court was established in 2002 as a permanent body to try individuals (including heads of state) accused of war crimes or crimes against humanity.
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Humanitarian and forcible intervention




	•  safe havens in Iraq (1991)

	•  Kosovo (1999)

	•  Sierra Leone (2000)

	•  East Timor (2000)

	•  Libya (2011)

	•  Côte d’Ivoire (2011)






The differences between the realist and liberal approaches to globalisation
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The debate between hyper-globalisers, globalisation sceptics and transformationalists


Hyper-globalisers
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Globalisation sceptics






Transformationalists
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Debates about the impact of globalisation


The impact of globalisation and its implications for the nation state and national sovereignty











	•  According to dependency/world systems theory, economic globalisation enables the Global North to continue to exploit the Global South.

	•  Although economic globalisation has increased global wealth, it has drastically increased inequality within and between nation states, so contributing to both national and international tensions.

	•  The massive expansion of global trade is increasing carbon emissions through large-scale industrialisation and transportation, so endangering the sustainability of the planet.

	•  Cultural globalisation has created an unfulfilling obsession with materialism and has flattened out our valuable differences into a dull homogeneity based upon material fulfilment.

	•  Social media, rather than empowering us as individuals, contributes to depression and self-doubt.

	•  Instead of creating a global debate, instant communication creates an ‘echo chamber’, where prejudice is reinforced and nation states can advertise their nationalist world view globally (for example RT, Fox News, Breitbart).

	•  The internet has provided terrorists with the opportunity to make converts globally.

	•  The rapid global spread of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 demonstrated how closer connectivity between people across the world massively facilitates the spread of infectious diseases.






How effectively does globalisation address and resolve contemporary problems?
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Poverty







	‘Globalisation conquers poverty’
	‘Globalisation increases poverty’





	The reduction of tariffs encourages countries to trade more freely with each other, so creating more wealth.
	TNCs open factories in the cheapest and least regulated economies, so creating ‘a race to the bottom’.



	Developing countries take advantage of new export opportunities, so leading to convergence between the Global North and Global South.
	The developing world is swamped by cheap, mass-produced goods, so maintaining them in neo-colonial dependency (Wallerstein).



	The expansion of global trade drives down the price of goods, so benefiting consumers everywhere.
	Globalisation does not fairly distribute wealth, exacerbating the gap between rich and poor.
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Conflict
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Human rights



	•  The principles of the UN’s UDHR possess moral authority but are not binding on nation states, which determine the extent of the civil liberties of their citizens.

	•  The International Court of Justice or World Court requires the consent and cooperation of nation states if its judgments are to be enforced.

	•  Three of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council (Russia, China and the United States) have not joined the International Criminal Court (ICC) as they are not prepared to accept its jurisdiction.

	•  China has consistently ignored growing Western criticism of the way in which it is forcing its Uighur Muslim population into resettlement camps.





Environment
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	•  The meaning and significance of a nation state.

	•  The meaning and significance of globalisation.

	•  Ways in which globalisation has impacted the nation state.

	•  The difference between the realist and liberal views of globalisation.

	•  The meaning of, and differences between, the globalisation sceptic, hyper-globalisation and transformationalist interpretations of globalisation.

	•  The extent to which economic globalisation has reduced global poverty.

	•  The extent to which political globalisation successfully protects human rights and international law.

	•  The extent to which globalisation has led to a more collective global approach to the environment.





	1  Examine the ways in which globalisation challenges the sovereignty of the nation state.

	2  Evaluate the extent to which economic globalisation has had a greater impact than political globalisation.

	3  Examine why globalisation is so controversial.

	4  Evaluate the extent to which the nation state retains the central role in global politics.
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Global governance: Political


The United Nations


Origins and development of the United Nations, including the 1945 UN Charter
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	•  ‘To save succeeding generations from the scourge of war’ by encouraging the collective resolution of conflicts.

	•  ‘To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small.’

	•  To ensure respect for international law.

	•  To ‘promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.’






	•  The Security Council: the purpose of the Security Council is to enforce global peace and security. Fifteen nation states sit on the Security Council in New York, but only five of them (the United States, Russia, China, the UK and France) are permanent members that can wield the veto. The other ten members of the Security Council are not permanent and are elected for 2-year terms. The Security Council passes binding resolutions that can impose economic sanctions, authorise peace-keeping missions and even approve military action against a nation state for aggression towards another member of the UN.

	•  The General Assembly: all 193 member states of the UN are members of the General Assembly, which also sits in New York. Each state has one vote and the General Assembly can debate any issue within the scope of the UN Charter. Some important issues — such as those connected with peace and security and agreeing the UN budget — require a two-thirds majority. General Assembly resolutions, however, unlike UN Security Council resolutions, are non-binding and so lack the force of international law. The General Assembly is, therefore, best seen as a deliberative rather than legislative body.

	•  The Economic and Social Council: the 54 members of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) are elected by the General Assembly. Its role is to coordinate the social and economic work of UN agencies, such as the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). It also coordinates action with the IMF, World Bank and WTO (the Bretton Woods Institutions).

	•  The International Court of Justice (ICJ): also known as the World Court, this sits in The Hague, the Netherlands. Its 15 judges, elected by the General Assembly and Security Council for 9-year terms, arbitrate on cases submitted by nation states and can also deliver advisory opinions when submitted by UN agencies.
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The Security Council






	Strengths
	Weaknesses





	By vesting the power of veto in the five permanent members of the Security Council, the UN is provided with clarity of leadership.
	The right of the Permanent Five to wield the veto means that decisions to take military action need to be unanimous. Consequently, the Security Council has often failed to agree on military action.



	Since its membership is so small, the Security Council can quickly be convened in response to an international crisis.
	The membership of the Permanent Five represents the balance of world power in 1945 rather than today. This anachronism means that the interests of the emerging world are not sufficiently recognised by the Security Council. The legitimacy of the Security Council is thus questionable since it is not accountable to world opinion.



	Requiring unanimity for military action ensures that the case for military action must be absolutely convincing. For example, in 2003 the UN Security Council was unconvinced by the Anglo–American case for war in Iraq and so refused to endorse military action.
	The Security Council is unable to deploy a body of permanent standing troops. This means that even if it does agree on military action, by the time ‘blue helmet’ peace-keepers have been ‘donated’ by member states, many lives may already have been lost.



	If the Security Council was further enlarged to include more veto-wielding states, it would be even more complicated to decide on military action.
	Since they each possess the veto, the Permanent Five can be assured that military action by the UN will never be taken against them. Practically, this therefore puts them above international law.






Why and in what ways could the UN Security Council be reformed?



	•  Emerging powers such as Brazil, India, Japan and Germany could be represented on the Security Council in order to provide it with contemporary legitimacy.

	•  By enlarging the membership of the Security Council, it would better represent global opinion.

	•  Voting on the Security Council could be by a qualified majority. By eliminating the veto, this would make it quicker and easier to implement military action in a security emergency.

	•  By establishing its own rapid reaction force, the Security Council would be able to intervene more quickly in emergencies.






The General Assembly






	Strengths
	Weaknesses





	The General Assembly provides the only ‘global forum’ for multi-national debate of international issues. It is thus the closest we have yet come to a liberal institution of global governance or a ‘parliament of nations’.
	The General Assembly has been criticised for being a ‘talk shop’, which is irrelevant to pressing global issues.



	The General Assembly is based upon the sovereign equality of all nation states, so each state has one vote. This means that, unlike in most institutions of global governance, such as the WTO, powerful states are not able to dominate less powerful states.
	As well as being a strength, the equality of nation states on the General Assembly is also a weakness, because it means consensus is very hard to achieve.



	By giving equal weight to the interests of all states, it enables even marginal powers to voice their opinions. Although its resolutions are non-binding, they do carry great weight because they are based upon the achievement of a truly global consensus. The General Assembly has, for example, played an important role in establishing a more global response to climate change.
	Since its resolutions are non-binding and unenforceable, they can soon become irrelevant, which undermines the credibility of the General Assembly.







The International Court of Justice






	Strengths
	Weaknesses





	The 15 judges of the ICJ represent the ‘main forms of civilization and the principal legal systems of the world’ (Article 9 of the ICJ statute). It is, therefore, the most advanced judicial organ for the implementation of international law and a key organ of liberal global governance.
	The liberal principles of the ICJ conflict with realist ‘state egoism’. According to realism, nation states seek to advance their own interests, which provides a strong incentive to ignore the rulings of the Court if they are not in a state’s interests.



	As such, it carries significant moral authority. Nation states do not want to be criticised by the ICJ, and as such it plays an important role in establishing a more ‘rules-based’ approach to conflict resolution.
	Only 74 of the 193 members of the UN have agreed in advance to be bound by decisions of the ICJ, and even then the ICJ lacks the coercive power to enforce its will should they choose to ignore a judgement.



	 
	The ICJ cannot initiate cases. It can only provide judgments in cases that states present it with. When NGOs request its intervention, the ICJ can simply present advisory opinions.
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The Economic and Social Council






	Strengths
	Weaknesses





	ECOSOC coordinates the work of a variety of aid agencies, each with a different focus on development.
	ECOSOC has been accused of being bureaucratic and cumbersome. According to Helen Clark, who headed the UN Development Programme (UNDP) from 2009 to 2017, it had very little sense of strategic planning.



	A major advantage of the ECOSOC is that it has advanced the principle that development should not be measured simply in economic terms. Instead, ‘human development’ needs to be understood much more broadly.
	ECOSOC has also been accused of being fragmented, with different agencies fulfilling the same role and competing for the same resources.



	ECOSOC thus administers a growing number of agencies that address different challenges. These include the UN’s Environment Programme, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The UN Development Programme (UNDP) coordinates development programmes in 177 nation states and since 1990 has published Human Development reports.
	The large number of development agencies that operate in one country also means that their jurisdiction overlaps so much that accountability is blurred and delivery impeded.



	ECOSOC has also given development greater global significance by establishing and publicising global targets such as the Millennium Development Goals (2000–15) and the Sustainable Development Goals (2015–30).
	Important roles within ECOSOC are determined less on merit than on ensuring that all states feel adequately represented. Saudi Arabia, for example, which has a highly controversial record on human rights, sits on the Human Rights Council because no other country competed for its seat.
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How effectively does the UN Security Council resolve conflict?





	•  The Permanent Five often put their own strategic interests first on the Security Council and so fail to agree on military intervention. This is why the Rwandan genocide was allowed to happen in 1994 and why there has been no intervention in Syria since its civil war began in 2011.

	•  As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, China is able to roadblock liberal attempts to address the plight of the Uighur Muslims in China and the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.

	•  UN peace-keeping missions have often been under-resourced and have lacked a sufficiently ‘robust’ mandate to enforce peace. They can thus end up being marginalised. This happened during the Bosnian civil war (1991–95) and more recently in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Darfur.
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How effectively does the UN address poverty?



	•  the World Health Organization (WHO)

	•  the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

	•  the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

	•  the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)







How effectively does the UN protect human rights?




	•  The UDHR is a form of non-binding soft law that nation states are free to ignore.

	•  The ICC requires the consent of nation states to be effective. Three members of the UN Security Council (Russia, China and the United States) refuse to accept its jurisdiction, since it challenges their state sovereignty.

	•  UN Responsibility to Protect has been widely ignored, notably over Syria and Myanmar, because it conflicts with the Westphalian principle of state sovereignty, which realists argue is vital for the maintenance of global stability.





How effectively does the UN address environmental issues?
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization


To what extent has NATO’s role changed since the end of the Cold War?
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	•  In 1995 NATO took dramatic action in the Bosnian civil war, bombing Bosnian Serb positions. This established the conditions for the subsequent signing of the Dayton Peace Accords (1995).

	•  In 1999 NATO bombed Serbia in order to stop the government’s military offensives within Kosovo.

	•  In both Bosnia and Kosovo, NATO subsequently played an important role in ‘nation-building’ once the fighting had stopped.

	•  From 2001 to 2014 NATO’s International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) played a major role in supporting Afghan forces against Taliban insurgency. After 2015 its successor, Operation Resolute Support, trained and advised Afghan forces as they attempted to expand the government’s authority.

	•  In 2011 NATO intervened in Libya to implement UN Resolution 1973, stopping the government’s attacks on civilians. As a result of its military action the Gaddafi regime was overthrown.

	•  From 2009 to 2016 NATO’s Operation Ocean Shield combatted piracy in the Indian Ocean.





	•  Since the end of the Cold War, NATO has expanded far into Eastern Europe. Its newer members, such as the Baltic States (Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia) and Poland, are acutely conscious of the importance of ‘collective security’ in protecting their independence.

	•  Under President Putin, Russia has become more assertive. In 2008 Russia attacked Georgia in support of South Ossetia’s claims for independence, and in 2014 Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine. This indicates how vulnerable Russia’s non-NATO neighbours are, and reinforces the importance of ‘collective security’ in deterring the possibility of further Russian expansionism.

	•  The failure of NATO to bring stability to Afghanistan and Libya has reinforced the belief that NATO has tried to do ‘too much’ and should return to its original focus.
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Strengths of NATO


	•  A major success of NATO has been to maintain the strong military relationship between the United States and Western Europe. This has made it less likely that the United States could become isolationist, so undermining European security.

	•  In 2020, the NATO military exercise, NATO DEFENDER – Europe 20, included 20,000 US military personnel. This was the largest deployment of American troops in Europe in 25 years and was designed to deter potential Russian aggression.

	•  By expanding its reach into Eastern Europe, NATO is providing security guarantees to new democracies and reducing the risk of a Russian ‘divide and conquer’ strategy.

	•  Defensive realists argue that NATO encourages peace by providing incentives for Russia not to threaten Western interests.

	•  NATO’s new ‘Very High Readiness Joint Task Force’ (VJTF) is extremely flexible and adaptable in an emergency.

	•  NATO recognises the way in which threats to Western interests are ‘multi-directional’ and that it must present a united front against new challenges.

	•  For example, at its 2021 summit, NATO members recognised that China now presents ‘systematic challenges’ to their interests.
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Weaknesses of NATO


	•  Since it now comprises 30 member states (2021), NATO members are now required to provide ‘collective security’ to states very close to Russia’s zone of influence. This could undermine the principle of collective security (Article 5) if not all member states felt equally prepared to take military action if Russia threatened its more vulnerable neighbours.

	•  For example, NATO’s newest member is North Macedonia (2020). It is highly vulnerable to Russian interference and so, according to some geo-strategists, Russia might test NATO’s unity by interfering directly or indirectly in North Macedonia’s internal affairs.

	•  The United States has complained that too many states ‘freeload’ off NATO. Only four European members of NATO spend more than 2% of their GDP on defence (a NATO recommendation), and yet they still claim the benefits of collective security.

	•  Advances in cyber technology mean that this may be the preferred means of aggression in the future. Whether this would lead to the triggering of Article 5 is less certain. In 2018, the NATO secretary-general, Jens Stoltenberg (2014–) merely said ‘we will see’ what NATO would do in such circumstances.
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	•  The main principles of the UN Charter (1945).

	•  The purpose of the UN Security Council.

	•  The strengths and weaknesses of the UN Security Council.

	•  Why, and ways in which, the UN Security Council could be reformed.

	•  The main functions of the UN General Assembly.

	•  The strengths and weaknesses of the UN General Assembly.

	•  The main functions of the ICJ.

	•  Factors undermining the effectiveness of the ICJ.

	•  The main functions of the ECOSOC.

	•  Criticisms of the ECOSOC.

	•  Examples of UN peace-keeping and peace-making operations.

	•  How effective the UN is in resolving conflict.

	•  How effective the UN is in protecting human rights.

	•  How effective the UN is in combatting poverty and advancing development.

	•  The significance of the UN in protecting the environment.

	•  The reasons why NATO was established in 1949.

	•  Examples of NATO’s peace-making missions.

	•  The extent to which the role of NATO has changed since the end of the Cold War.

	•  The strengths and weaknesses of NATO.





	1  Examine the factors that undermine the effectiveness of the UN.

	2  Evaluate the extent to which the UN is a successful organisation.

	3  Examine the reasons why it has been difficult to achieve reform of the UN Security Council.

	4  Evaluate the extent to which NATO has returned to its original purpose.
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Global governance: Economic


Role and significance of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank




The International Monetary Fund



	1  The IMF monitors the economic health and stability of its members and warns against policies that it considers could be damaging to that economy. This is known as surveillance. For example, the IMF has advised Mexico that it is too dependent on oil revenue and that it should, therefore, diversify in order to cushion its economy in case of a drop in the price of oil.

	2  The IMF also offers technical advice to countries on how best to maximise their economic potential. For example, in Peru the IMF has been advising the government on improving its methods of tax collection.

	3  The IMF acts as a lender of last resort. If a member country is facing a balance of payments crisis then it can access emergency loans through requesting special drawing rights. This should stabilise its currency and save the country from possible bankruptcy, so ensuring that the contagion does not spread elsewhere, which could potentially cause a global economic crisis. IMF loans are generally ‘conditional’ on the recipient country undergoing free-market structural adjustment programmes in order to resolve the problems that caused its economy to come so close to collapse. Structural adjustment programmes can include the imposition of reforms, such as cuts in public spending, privatisation, reductions in tariffs and subsidies, and devaluation of the currency (in order to encourage exports).





[image: ]



[image: ]





IMF successes



	•  Global free trade is encouraged by discouraging nation states from adopting tariffs, so maximising global wealth.

	•  By adopting the free-market reforms encouraged by the IMF, nation states are more able to take advantage of the opportunities offered by economic globalisation.

	•  Like the World Bank, the IMF has encouraged debt relief for developing countries that are introducing free-market reforms. In 2020, as part of its response to the Covid-19 global pandemic, the IMF authorised immediate debt relief to 29 of its poorest members.

	•  As a lender of last resort, the IMF provides the global economy with greater stability, since if a nation state is facing severe economic problems the international community knows it can access emergency loans. This certainty provides the global economy with a greater sense of confidence, so reducing the risk of a collective panic that could in turn provoke a global depression.





	•  IMF SAPs in India in the 1990s encouraged the country to diversify from agriculture into new growth sectors, such as the service industry.

	•  IMF SAPs in Africa have encouraged African states to diversify from subsistence agriculture into world markets, so significantly boosting growth rates in the continent.





	•  In 1997 the South Korean economy was rescued with a $55 billion aid package.

	•  When the euro sovereign debt crisis began in 2009, the IMF and the European Central Bank made extensive loans to Greece in order to restore confidence in its economy. By doing this, the risk of other vulnerable European economies — such as Portugal, Italy and Spain — being undermined was reduced, so averting a pan-European economic crisis.

	•  When the Covid-19 pandemic began in 2020, the IMF immediately provided $50 billion in support to poor and middle-income countries with vulnerable health services. Given the scale of the emergency the normal free-market conditions associated with the loans were suspended.

	•  According to the IMF president, Kristalina Georgieva:









Criticisms of the IMF


	•  A major criticism of the IMF is that it represents solely the neo-liberal Western-oriented approach to economic development. Economists like Jeffrey Sachs and Joseph Stiglitz thus criticise the free-market ‘one size fits all’ mentality of the IMF.

	•  IMF SAPs have been accused of undermining already fragile economies, so that free-market ‘shock therapy’ actually ends up killing the patient.

	•  SAPs are also accused of undermining national sovereignty since desperate states, like Greece, may have no alternative but to accept the conditions of their loans.

	•  The president of the IMF is by convention always a European (Kristalina Georgieva since 2019), which may bias the attitude of the IMF in regard to the developing world. The United States also has 16.74% of the votes on the IMF and, since an 85% vote is required to change its constitution, the United States has an effective veto over the way in which the IMF does business.

	•  The IMF has been accused of failing in its task of surveillance since it was taken by surprise by both the global financial crisis and the euro sovereign debt crisis.
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The World Bank
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World Bank successes


	•  By diversifying away from subsistence agriculture through SAPs, developing countries have been able to take advantage of new opportunities in the global economy. This has helped to encourage growing convergence between the economies of the Global North and the Global South.

	•  The World Bank has also taken the lead in encouraging debt relief for developing countries through the Highly Indebted Poor Countries Initiative.

	•  In addition to being a ‘money bank’, the World Bank is also a ‘knowledge bank’. Under recent presidents (Robert Zoellick, 2007–12, and Jim Kim, 2012–2019) it has increasingly focused on developing human resources by investing in education, business training, gender-equality schemes and fighting diseases like AIDS. It is also playing a major role in combatting climate change, measuring its projects in terms of environmental sustainability.

	•  Recent World Bank projects have increasingly focused on ‘country ownership’, providing recipient states with greater say over how the loans are spent.

	•  When the Covid-19 global pandemic began in early 2020, the World Bank made $160 billion available to countries likely to be hardest hit by the virus. Of these funds, $50 billion has been specifically earmarked for Africa, where it will be used to protect jobs and support health care.





Criticisms of the World Bank



	•  According to Immanuel Wallerstein’s world systems theory, the Washington Consensus maintains developing economies in a peripheral/subordinate status. This is because when they open up their markets to foreign competition, the developed world ‘dumps’ cheap mass-produced products on them, so ensuring that they remain in a state of dependency.

	•  Opening up markets to global competition undermines traditional industries and small-scale farming. The resulting unemployment can lead to a significant increase in social problems.

	•  SAPs often require developing countries to dramatically cut public spending. This can have a devastating impact on their already poor populations.

	•  Conditionality infringes on the sovereign right of nation states to determine their own economic policies.
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Role and significance of the World Trade Organization, G7 and G20


The World Trade Organization
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WTO successes


	•  By discouraging tariffs and subsidies, the WTO has helped to dramatically expand global trade. This has created greater global prosperity and helped to reduce global poverty (see Table 7).

	•  The WTO has resolved a number of trade disputes between its members, so encouraging a ‘rules-based’ approach to global conflict.

	•  In spite of the 2008 global economic crash, WTO members did not resort to tariff protectionism, which would have extended the recession and encouraged dangerous resentment between states.

	•  According to the democratic peace thesis, by encouraging free trade, the WTO reduces the risk of conflict.







	1950
	$296 billion



	2005
	$8 trillion



	2018
	$19.5 trillion







Criticisms of the WTO


	•  The WTO is solely concerned with expanding global trade. It does not address related problems such as the impact on workers’ rights, child labour, environmental degradation or sustainability.

	•  Powerful lobbying groups from the developed world exert too much influence at WTO headquarters in Geneva.

	•  By encouraging developing countries to open up their markets to foreign competition, the WTO is undermining their potential for growth. The Doha Round of trade negotiations was controversial because developed countries were not prepared to open their markets to cheaply produced agricultural produce from the developing world.

	•  Since the WTO requires the commitment of its members to be effective, the Trump administration’s use of tariffs as a negotiating tool dramatically undermined its authority.
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The G7 and G20
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G7 and G20 successes


	•  By providing a regular point of contact for the world’s most powerful countries, the G7 and G20 encourage trust and cooperation between them.

	•  The G7 and G20 enable member states to coordinate action on ‘collective dilemmas’, such as the global economy, climate change, terrorism and weapons of mass destruction.

	•  In 2009, members of the G20 memorably agreed not to respond to the global economic crisis by adopting protectionist ‘beggar thy neighbour’ strategies.

	•  In 2021, the G7 summit at Carbis Bay committed members to providing $100 billion per year to help the developing world combat climate change. It also committed 1 billion Covid-19 vaccines to the developing world.

	•  The G7 also provides a forum at which leaders of the world’s most powerful democracies have the opportunity to present a united front on economic and geo-strategic challenges. At the Carbis Bay Summit (2021) the G7 issued a joint communiqué calling on China to respect human rights and international trade laws.





Criticisms of the G7 and G20


	•  The G7 has been criticised for seeking to reinforce the structural dominance of the Global North in international relations. Given the changing balance of global power and the growing importance of the G20, its legitimacy has thus been questioned.

	•  In 2020 President Trump stated that ‘it’s a very outdated group of countries’ and that Russia, South Korea, Australia and India should be invited to join.

	•  The G7’s censure (Carbis Bay, 2021) of China’s human rights policy has led to criticisms that it is commenting on issues of state sovereignty that are not its proper concern.

	•  The membership of the G20 has also been criticised for being arbitrary. Argentina is a member but not Spain, which has a bigger economy.

	•  The exclusive membership of both undermines what should be inclusive economic global governance.

	•  Both the G7 and G20 have been criticised for not being able to bind their members to agreements. They issue only declarations of intent and so have been accused of being expensive ‘talking shops’.







How effectively does global economic governance deal with poverty?


The North–South divide



	•  The Global North is more industrially developed and prosperous than the Global South, which is poorer and more focused on agricultural production.

	•  The Global North dominates investment, enterprise and innovation.

	•  TNCs are generally based in the Global North.

	•  Overseas aid goes from the Global North to the Global South.

	•  Foreign direct investment generally goes from the Global North to the Global South.

	•  Governments in the Global North are more likely to be democratic and to respect human rights, and endemic corruption is more likely in the Global South.

	•  Governments in the Global North are more stable, and civil disorder is more likely in the Global South.
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Neo-classical development theory
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Dependency and world systems theory
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	•  Free trade allows core states to ‘dump’ cheap manufactured products on peripheral states. Developing countries are thus so dependent on the cheap imports that they have no incentive to establish their own manufacturing base. They therefore fail to reach a proto-industrial stage of development.

	•  Core states also utilise the opening up of markets to exploit the developing world’s cheap workforce.

	•  The developing world’s raw materials are also exploited by core states, further entrenching their economic dominance.

	•  The profits of economic globalisation thus continue to be reaped in the Global North as the Global South is locked into a subordinate role in the global economy.
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Structural theory
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Orthodox and alternative measurements of poverty
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	•  that economic development is compatible with the protection of human rights

	•  that the living conditions and employment rights of workers are protected

	•  that industrialisation does not threaten the environment, and that economic development is measured in terms of its impact on the environment

	•  that women’s rights are protected and that gender equality is encouraged

	•  that wealthier societies should not be allowed to become so unequal that social cohesion and inclusivity is threatened

	•  that greater consumerism does not degenerate into pure materialism, subsuming diverse cultures within global cultural homogeneity





In what ways could global economic governance be reformed?



	•  The IMF should be able to provide some regulation of international capital movements, so that the global financial crisis of 2007–09 is not repeated.

	•  The Global South should have greater voting influence on both the World Bank and the IMF, so its interests are better represented.

	•  The presidencies of the Bretton Woods Institutions should not be confined to the Global North.

	•  Recipient states should have greater influence over the requirements of World Bank and IMF structural adjustment programmes.

	•  The question of whether free markets can threaten development should be addressed, rather than always assuming that all states benefit equally from free markets.

	•  The Bretton Woods Institutions should focus more on alternative forms of development that pay greater attention to human capital and sustainability.
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The role and significance of global civil society and non-state actors, including NGOs, in encouraging development
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	•  What the main features of the neo-classical approach to economic development are.

	•  Why the IMF was established.

	•  The successes and failures of the IMF.

	•  What the aims of the World Bank are.

	•  Why the World Bank is so controversial.

	•  The purpose of structural adjustment programmes and why they are controversial.

	•  What the aims of the WTO are.

	•  The successes and failures of the WTO.

	•  The main criticisms of the Bretton Woods Institutions.

	•  A comparison between the membership of the G7 and G20.

	•  The aims of the G7 and the G20, and ways in which they have both been criticised.

	•  The world systems or dependency theory criticism of economic globalisation.

	•  The meaning of ‘neo-colonialism’ and how it relates to dependency theory.

	•  A comparison between orthodox and alternative approaches to poverty and development.

	•  Ways in which global economic governance could be reformed.





	1  Examine how effective the Bretton Woods Institutions are in encouraging economic growth and stability.

	2  Evaluate the extent to which economic globalisation can conquer poverty and bring prosperity to all.

	3  Examine why there is such tension between the orthodox and alternative approaches to poverty and development.

	4  Evaluate the extent to which global economic governance requires urgent reform.
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Global governance: Human rights


Origins and development of international law



Sources of authority


	1  The Charter of the UN (1945) established the International Court of Justice to settle disputes between nation states and provide advisory opinions on legal questions. As a result of this a more stable global society could be established, in which strong states would no longer be able to exploit their power by the use of force.

	2  The way in which Nazi Germany and Japan had systematically abused the rights of racial and ethnic groups also made it important to define a universal standard of human rights. The UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR, 1948) was thus drawn up to enshrine human rights in one, universally applicable, document.
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights




The International Court of Justice



	•  A ruling by the ICJ carries considerable moral weight and so nation states will not want to be in defiance of the Court.

	•  Non-compliance by a state with an ICJ judgement means that the other party may then approach the UN Security Council to enforce the judgement.
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	•  it cannot initiate cases itself

	•  if states choose to ignore judgments or rulings by the Court, it is highly unlikely that the UN Security Council will take coercive action










	Yes
	No





	The ICJ possesses great moral authority and on a number of occasions states have agreed to accept its rulings.
	The ICJ lacks coercive power and so its judgments and opinions require the cooperation of states if they are to be enforced.



	1986: border clash between Burkina Faso and Mali was resolved.
	1980: Iran refused to acknowledge the sovereignty of the ICJ when the USA accused it of breaking international law by seizing the American embassy in Tehran in 1979.



	1992: border dispute between Honduras and El Salvador was resolved.
	1984: the ICJ declared that the Reagan administration had acted illegally by mining Nicaraguan harbours in order to topple the Sandinista government. The United States refused to accept the judgement, arguing that its actions were a justifiable response to Nicaraguan threats to its neighbours.



	2012: in a case brought by Belgium, Senegal complied with a ruling by the ICJ that it must begin the trial of the former president of Chad, Hissène Habré, ‘without delay’.
	2004: Israel rejected the ICJ’s opinion that the wall it was building to separate Israel from the Palestinian territories was illegal.



	2013: in a dispute between Cambodia and Thailand over the ownership of the temple of Preah Vihear, the ICJ found that the temple should be returned to Cambodian territory.
	2018: the United States rejected an ICJ ruling that the reimposition of sanctions on Iran should not include humanitarian exports.



	2013: border dispute between Niger and Burkina Faso was resolved. According to Niger’s justice minister, Marou Amadou, ‘We gain a little in the north, we lose a bit in the south. Both countries win out because there’s no more border dispute.’
	2020: Myanmar rejected a ruling by the ICJ ordering it to deploy ‘all measures within its power’ to protect Rohingya Muslims from genocide.







[image: ]



[image: ]






The European Court of Human Rights







	Yes
	No





	All European states, excluding Belarus, are members of the Council and so are members of the European Convention on Human Rights.
	Like the ICJ and ICC, the European Court of Human Rights lacks coercive authority.



	Several key judgments by the European Court of Human Rights have had a significant impact on domestic law.
	The UK government has failed to comply with a number of its rulings, such as the prohibition of prisoner voting being in defiance of the Convention. In 2020 the UK government also ignored demands by the court to reopen a number of murder cases connected with the Troubles in Northern Ireland.



	Smith and Grady v UK, 1999: the UK complied with a court ruling that homosexual people could not be barred from serving in the British military.
	Russia has declared that its national law takes precedence over the European Convention.



	Chowdury and others v Greece (2017): when Bangladeshi fruit pickers went on strike because of inhumane treatment, they were fired on by their guards. Greek courts only convicted the defendants of illegal firearms possession and causing grievous bodily harm. In its judgement the European Court of Human Rights went much further, ruling that the workers had been subject to forced labour and human trafficking. Consequently, Greece has acknowledged the extent to which migrant labour is exploited and has introduced new measures to combat such exploitation.
	Poland’s conservative culture, based on strong Catholic traditions, has meant that Poland has often acted in defiance of the European Court of Human Rights in cases involving abortion and LGBT rights.







United Nations tribunals




	•  bring to justice the perpetrators of these crimes

	•  develop the principle that heads of government can be held accountable for atrocities

	•  expose the horrors of these crimes against humanity in order to stop them being repeated

	•  establish the principle of a global community that will not tolerate such human rights abuses
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	Tribunal
	Successes





	Former Yugoslavia (1993)
	By 2017, the tribunal had convicted and sentenced 83 war criminals.






	Cambodia (1997)
	The tribunal has Cambodian and international judges and has sentenced three Khmer Rouge leaders to life imprisonment:

	•  Nuon Chea, Khmer Rouge chief political ideologist

	•  Kaing Guek Eav, head of the S21 mass killing centre

	•  Khieu Samphan, the former head of state







	Rwanda (1997)
	The tribunal sentenced 61 individuals for complicity in the genocide. These included the former prime minister Jean Kambanda, who was sentenced to life imprisonment for genocide.




	Sierra Leone (2002)
	In 2012, Liberian president Charles Taylor was sentenced to 50 years’ imprisonment for his role in fomenting the violence in Sierra Leone. Taylor is the first head of state to be convicted by an international tribunal since Karl Dönitz in 1946.







Criticisms of UN tribunals



	•  The NATO bombing of civilian targets in Serbia in 1999 was not investigated by the tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, suggesting that it was not impartial.

	•  In the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, it has been alleged that the Tutsi Rwandan Patriotic Front also massacred Hutus, but the Rwandan Tribunal ignored this.

	•  The Sierra Leone tribunal has been funded by Western money, reinforcing a negative stereotype that African states cannot provide justice themselves.

	•  The establishment of UN tribunals has been inconsistent, undermining its claim to be establishing new principles of impartial international justice. Saddam Hussein, for example, was tried by an Iraqi court established under the authority of the American occupation.
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The International Criminal Court
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International Criminal Court successes


	•  The existence of the ICC means that the principle of international justice is now permanently represented in international dialogue.

	•  Unlike the ICJ, the ICC has a chief prosecutor (UK barrister Karim Khan, 2021–) who can initiate prosecutions on the authority of the Court.

	•  The ICC has secured the conviction of notorious war criminals such as Thomas Lubanga for using child soldiers during the Congolese civil war.

	•  In 2019, the ICC convicted the Congolese warlord Bosco Ntaganda of war crimes and crimes against humanity including sexual slavery. His sentence of 30 years in prison is the longest the court has yet given.

	•  The ICC has extended its investigations to cover alleged human rights abuses in Afghanistan, Georgia and Bangladesh/Myanmar.

	•  In 2021, Sudan agreed to hand over a number of officials accused of committing war crimes in Darfur for trial at the ICC.





Failures of the International Criminal Court



	•  Three of the permanent members of the UN Security Council (China, Russia and the USA) refuse to accept the ICC’s jurisdiction over their internal sovereign affairs. This dramatically undermines the authority of the court.

	•  Influential emerging powers such as India and Turkey also do not recognise the ICC’s authority, meaning that 70% of the world’s population is outside the jurisdiction of the Court.

	•  The ICC lacks coercive power. If states refuse to cooperate with its investigations, it cannot enforce compliance. An ICC investigation into Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta was dropped because of lack of cooperation.

	•  By 2020 the Court had indicted and convicted only Africans, leading to claims that the ICC has a neo-colonial bias against Africa. In 2017, Burundi became the first country to leave the ICC.

	•  A number of its most high-profile cases have ended in controversy. In 2018, the conviction of Jean-Pierre Bemba, the former vice-president of the Democratic Republic of Congo, was overturned. In 2019, the prosecution of Laurent Gbagbo, the former president of Côte d’Ivoire, collapsed.

	•  Between 2002 and 2020 the ICC secured only eight convictions and made four acquittals in spite of its claims to a global jurisdiction.
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Key issues in dealing with human rights


Impact on state sovereignty








	State sovereignty
	All states possess sovereign authority in their internal affairs. This means that states often refuse to cooperate with institutions that seek to enforce international law. Human rights-based law is thus an example of soft law.



	Inequality before the law
	For international law to work, all states would need to be equally accountable for their actions. This is not the case since powerful states — like Russia, China and the United States — have acted in defiance of international human rights-based law without fear of the consequences.



	Cultural relativity
	In spite of the UDHR, there is no one universally accepted standard of human rights. Western powers focus on the rights of the individual; Muslim countries derive human rights from the Qur’an; Asian and Russian interpretations of human rights emphasise the good of the community over the wellbeing of the individual.



	The three generations of human rights
	Articles 3–21 of the UDHR represent civil and political rights (first generation). There is dispute over whether Articles 22–27, which list social and economic rights (second generation), are of equal authority. Solidarity rights (third generation), such as gender, ethnic and LGBT rights, are even more controversial.







The rise of humanitarian intervention in the 1990s



	•  Since the Cold War was over, the UN Security Council was no longer divided between the United States and the Soviet Union, making action easier.

	•  Advances in broadcasting technology made human rights abuses more difficult to conceal.

	•  The establishment of UN safe havens to protect the Kurds in Iraq in 1991 challenged Westphalian principles of state sovereignty.

	•  The human suffering and potential for regional instability caused by inaction was shown by failures to intervene soon enough in Rwanda and Bosnia.

	•  UN secretary-generals Boutros Boutros Ghali (1992–96) and Kofi Annan (1997–2006) put their moral weight behind humanitarian intervention.

	•  Influential leaders such as Bill Clinton (Clinton Doctrine, 1999) and Tony Blair (Chicago speech, 1999) also made the moral and practical case for humanitarian intervention.
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The UN Responsibility to Protect (2005) and the conflict with state sovereignty
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Why have some humanitarian interventions been more successful than others?



	•  sufficient military force

	•  a commitment to subsequent nation-building

	•  international/regional support

	•  realistic objectives
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	Unsuccessful interventions
	Successful interventions





	

	•  Somalia (1992–93)

	•  Bosnia (UN intervention 1991–95)

	•  Rwanda (1994)

	•  Afghanistan (2001–21)

	•  Iraq (2003)

	•  Libya (2011)



	

	•  Bosnia (NATO intervention 1995)

	•  Kosovo (1999)

	•  East Timor (1999)

	•  Sierra Leone (2000)

	•  Côte d’Ivoire (2011)






	These interventions failed to achieve their objectives either because their aims were unrealistic (Somalia, Iraq, Afghanistan), they were too late (Rwanda), they lacked legitimacy (Iraq), or there was insufficient commitment to military force or nation-building (Bosnia, Libya). Often these factors overlapped, leading to failure.
	These interventions were more successful because sufficient military force was deployed (Bosnia, Kosovo) and there was a strong commitment to nation-building (Bosnia, Kosovo, East Timor). The objectives were realistic (Bosnia, Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire, East Timor) and there was strong regional or international support for intervention (Bosnia, Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire, East Timor). In most cases all of these criteria were fulfilled, so encouraging success.







Reasons for selective interventionism



	•  that there are sufficient moral grounds to intervene

	•  that there is international or regional support for intervention

	•  that lack of action could threaten their interests

	•  that military force can resolve the conflict

	•  that intervention will not provoke a wider conflict
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Examples of alleged Western double standards and hypocrisy



	•  Rwanda: in 1994, Western powers failed to intervene to stop the genocide.

	•  Darfur: a separatist movement in Darfur provoked a brutal response by the Sudanese government. A joint UN–African Union mission in Darfur from 2007 to 2021 tried to minimise suffering, but it lacked the mandate and resources to end the conflict.







	Interventions
	Non-interventions





	Somalia: President George H.W. Bush believed an American intervention could ‘end the starvation’.
	Rwanda: none of the great powers had vital strategic interests in the region; the French government had strong connections with the Hutus; the United States had been scarred by loss of life in Somalia.



	Bosnia: following the Srebrenica massacre there was a strong moral case for NATO to intervene.
	Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe is a sovereign state; Western intervention against the former president, Robert Mugabe, would have been vetoed by Russia and China; Western intervention would have been easily characterised as retro-colonialism.



	Kosovo: Tony Blair argued that there was a moral case for NATO to intervene; inaction could lead to further war in the Balkans which could threaten European stability.
	Syria: Western powers have been unwilling to intervene against President Assad for fear of provoking wider conflict with Russia; US government is unprepared to commit to ‘regime change’ following bloodshed in Iraq.



	East Timor: Australian-led UN-mandated intervention had a strong chance of success and would remove the threat of a refugee crisis impacting Australia.
	South Sudan: an ongoing humanitarian disaster has led to the deaths of 400,000 and 2.3 million refugees (2021). However, Western powers have been unwilling to engage in a complicated ethnic conflict in which their interests are not directly involved.



	Sierra Leone: experienced British commanders on the ground convinced the Blair government that military intervention could quickly end the fighting.
	Xinjiang: the Chinese government has been accused of genocidal policies towards the Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang province. However, China is a powerful nuclear state and permanent member of the UN Security Council, and so it would be impossible to intervene in its domestic affairs.



	Libya: Colonel Gaddafi’s threat to show ‘no mercy’ to the rebel town of Benghazi provoked global condemnation and a NATO response.
	Yemen: Saudi Arabia is supporting the government against the Houthi rebels, who are backed by Iran. The geo-strategic involvement of two dominant regional powers makes a humanitarian intervention complicated.



	Mali: the African Union supported French intervention to stop destabilising terrorist infiltration of Mali.
	Myanmar: although the UN has accused Myanmar of the ethnic cleansing of its Rohingya Muslims, no regional power has been prepared to initiate humanitarian action and Western powers are not prepared to intervene so far from home.






	•  Yemen: a Saudi-led alliance has killed thousands of civilians in air strikes against Houthi rebel forces. It was only in 2021 that the Biden administration decided to reverse previous American foreign policy by openly condemning Saudi Arabia for its actions in Yemen.

	•  Syria: in 2016 the UN estimated that 400,000 Syrians had died in this conflict (2% of Syria’s pre-war population). However, Western powers have been unwilling to intervene in case they provoke a wider conflict.

	•  In spite of claims that genocide is occurring, Western powers have not been prepared to risk intervention in Myanmar to protect the Rohingya Muslims.
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	•  Why the ICJ was established.

	•  Why the UDHR was published.

	•  The successes and failures of the ICJ.

	•  Why the ICJ is not more successful.

	•  The significance of the tension between human rights and state sovereignty.

	•  Why the European Court of Human Rights was established.

	•  The effectiveness of the European Court of Human Rights.

	•  Why the ICC was established.

	•  The differences between the ICJ and the ICC.

	•  The effectiveness of the ICC.

	•  The significance of the UN Responsibility to Protect.

	•  The arguments for and against humanitarian intervention.

	•  Why some humanitarian interventions are more successful than others.

	•  Why humanitarian intervention is selective.





	1  Examine how effective international courts are in upholding human rights.

	2  Evaluate the extent to which human rights have become better protected since the end of the Cold War.

	3  Examine why it is difficult to enforce a universal standard of human rights.

	4  Evaluate the extent to which there is a strong case for humanitarian intervention.
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Global governance: Environmental


The role and significance of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
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The role and significance of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Competing views about how to tackle environmental issues
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Shallow-green ecology





	•  A number of cities, including London, Stockholm and Milan, have introduced congestion charges to discourage traffic in city centres in order to improve air quality.

	•  In 2020, the British government established the Green Homes Grant. This is a £2 billion grant scheme which will subsidise home-owners who insulate their homes.

	•  Since 2020, fully electric cars are exempt from UK road tax.

	•  The EU requires member states to adopt energy-consumption labelling for most domestic appliances, so providing consumers with the information — and an incentive — to make green choices.





	•  As a result of their high performance and cheapness to run, electric cars are becoming increasingly fashionable. As consumers require more green automobile choices then, by the law of supply and demand, more car manufacturers will invest in this technology, demonstrating how capitalism can provide the initiative in addressing the problem of climate change.

	•  As domestic consumers and businesses seek to heat and light their homes and premises more cost-effectively, this will create the incentive for architects to design buildings that are both attractive and low-cost to run.





	•  The UK government has banned the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2030.

	•  In 2021, the UK committed to cutting carbon emissions by 78% of 1990 levels by 2035.

	•  In 2020, India committed to generating 40% of its electricity from non-fossil fuels by 2030.





Deep-green ecology







	•  Human beings should consume only that which they need to satisfy their essential needs.

	•  We must accept limitations and restrictions on our lifestyles in order to rebalance the biosphere in favour of diversity.

	•  Governments should no longer prioritise economic growth. The Green Party in the UK is, for example, committed to allowing ‘zero or negative growth’.
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Sustainable development and the tragedy of the commons
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Strengths and weaknesses of international climate change agreements
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Obstacles to international cooperation and agreement


Sovereignty





Developed versus developing world division and disagreement over responsibility and measurement



	•  The developed world has been polluting the planet with carbon since the Industrial Revolution and so the developing world argues that the developed world should bear a greater burden of the cost of limiting carbon emissions.
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	Treaty
	Strengths
	Weaknesses





	Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit (1992)
	

	•  Established the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which recognised the importance of reducing carbon emissions to protect the environment.

	•  172 governments participated in the Earth Summit and 181 endorsed the principles of the UNFCCC.

	•  A ‘watershed’ conference: for the first time close to a global consensus was achieved that the global community must address the problem of climate change.

	•  The UNFCCC required signatories to attend regular climate change conferences to evaluate progress.



	

	•  The UNFCCC’s emphasis on the importance of the developed world shouldering most of the burden of reducing carbon emissions proved so unpopular in the United States that it failed to engage with the UNFCCC and so did not provide necessary global leadership.

	•  No specific or binding targets were agreed for reducing carbon emissions.

	•  Since no monitoring procedures were authorised by the UNFCCC, nation states could not be held accountable for lack of progress.






	Kyoto (1997)
	

	•  The Kyoto Protocol set binding targets for 38 developed states and the EU to a 5.2% reduction in their carbon emissions compared to 1990 levels by 2012.

	•  In 2005 the Kyoto Protocol came into force, when the legal requirement was fulfilled that those states that emit 55% of greenhouse gases had to ratify it.

	•  Kyoto also introduced carbon trading (‘cap and trade’), which provides governments with great flexibility in achieving their carbon reduction targets. If a government fails to reach its target, it can purchase ‘credits’ from those that have exceeded their targets, thus creating a financial incentive to surpass others’ carbon reductions.



	

	•  The Protocol’s targets were controversial. The United States refused to ratify the Protocol because its target of a 7% reduction of greenhouse gases by 2012 was seen by President George W. Bush as unfairly discriminatory.

	•  The Protocol failed to require the developing world to cut its carbon emissions, even though China’s and India’s rapid industrialisation was making them major polluters.

	•  The necessary global consensus to resolve this ‘collective dilemma’ was thus not achieved; even worse, the divisions between the developing and developed worlds were publicly exposed.






	Copenhagen (2009)
	

	•  The unprecedented 110 heads of government who attended ‘recognised’ that global temperature increase should not be allowed to rise beyond 2 degrees above pre-industrial levels.

	•  Agreement was reached that the developed world would annually invest, by 2020, $100 billion to encourage green technology in the developing world.



	

	•  It proved impossible to achieve a consensus over how carbon reduction should be fairly shared between the developed and developing worlds.

	•  As a result of this, no new binding targets were agreed.






	Paris (2015)
	

	•  At Paris a near-global consensus was achieved that temperature increase in the twenty-first century must be limited to 2 degrees and, if possible, to 1.5 degrees.

	•  Both the developed and developing worlds agreed to submit their own carbon reduction targets, known as Intended Nationally Determined Contributions INDCs. The criteria for target-setting are that it should be ‘ambitious’ and exceed previous targets.

	•  The INDCs will be regularly monitored in order to review progress.



	

	•  Critics of the INDCs argue that even if they are fully adhered to, global temperatures will still dangerously increase by 2.7 degrees this century.

	•  Although signatories to Paris are legally bound to provide their carbon reduction targets, and to have these monitored, the targets they set are not binding.






	Glasgow (2021)
	

	•  For the first time, member states agreed the importance of reducing reliance on coal, which is responsible for 40% of annual carbon emissions.

	•  Government subsidies to coal, oil and natural gas will be gradually removed.

	•  Leaders responsible for 85% of the world’s trees agreed to end deforestation by 2030.

	•  The world’s biggest carbon emitters, China and the USA, agreed to cooperate to reduce methane emissions and encourage green energy.

	•  The conference agreed that further meetings are required to get closer to the 1.5°C maximum temperature increase this century, agreed in Paris in 2015.



	

	•  Although coal is such a major polluter, nation states only agreed to ‘phase down’ rather than ‘phase out’ its use.

	•  Even if the pledges reached at Glasgow are fulfilled, temperature rise will be 2.4°C this century rather than the 1.5°C necessary to avoid climate catastrophe.

	•  Although 100 countries agreed to cut methane emissions by 30% by 2030, major emitters such as China, India and Russia did not.

	•  The agreements reached at COP26, as at previous COP meetings, are non-binding. There are therefore no enforcement mechanisms to ensure compliance.









	•  TNCs based in the developed world have often outsourced production to the developing world. Consequently, carbon emissions have increased in the Global South without the developed world being held responsible.

	•  It has been difficult to achieve agreement on how pollution should be measured. The developed world has favoured measuring total output, which would make China the world’s biggest polluter and focus attention on its responsibility for significantly cutting emissions. The developing world, with its burgeoning population, has preferred a ‘per capita’ measurement, which would make the United States a significantly greater polluter than China. Table 15 below, based on 2018 statistics, demonstrates how both China and the United States could claim the other is the bigger polluter and hence should bear greater responsibility for reducing its emissions.
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	Total carbon dioxide (metric gigatons)
	Per capita carbon dioxide emissions (metric tons of carbon dioxide per person)





	China
	10.06
	  7.05



	United States
	  5.41
	16.56
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The role and significance of civil society and non-state actors in addressing and resolving environmental issues
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	•  The significance of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

	•  The reasons why the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is so important.

	•  The justification for a shallow ecology approach to environmentalism.

	•  The philosophical basis of deep ecology, as well as the key thinkers associated with this movement.

	•  The contrasting ways in which the shallow and deep ecology approaches seek to tackle environmental problems.

	•  The meaning and significance of the tragedy of the commons thesis.

	•  What the following climate change summits did and did not achieve: Rio de Janeiro (1992), Kyoto (1997), Copenhagen (2009) and Paris (2015).

	•  The extent to which sovereignty and state egoism (realism) have made it more difficult to resolve the problem of climate change.

	•  Why it has been difficult to achieve a consensus between the developed and developing worlds on how best to approach the problem of climate change.





	1  Examine the main reasons why greater efforts have not been made to address the problem of climate change.

	2  Evaluate the extent to which differences between the developed and developing worlds undermine efforts to solve the threat of climate change.

	3  Examine why shallow and deep ecology offer such different approaches to the environment.

	4  Evaluate the extent to which significant progress has been made to limit temperature increase during the twenty-first century.
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Power and developments


Different types of power


The use and effectiveness of hard power (military and economic)
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	•  In the 1970s, Henry Kissinger brilliantly deployed his diplomatic skills to achieve détente (loosening of tension) with the Soviet Union. This was done by opening diplomatic relations with China. By thus isolating the Soviet Union, the United States pressured it into reaching a settlement.

	•  The EU utilises its huge economic influence when it negotiates trade deals with the World Trade Organization for all its members.

	•  In 1991 military power was successfully deployed to remove Iraqi forces from Kuwait, and then military air power was successfully used to maintain safe havens within Iraq.

	•  In 1999 NATO used military power to stop Serbian ethnic cleansing in Kosovo.

	•  Russia deployed military hard power when it annexed Crimea in 2014.

	•  In 2017, President Trump used military hard power when 59 American tomahawk cruise missiles were launched against Syria following the regime’s gas attack on civilians. This was to deter any further chemical attack by President Assad since he would fully understand the consequences.

	•  In 2021, the new supercarrier HMS Queen Elizabeth together with a fleet of warships (Carrier Strike Group) was sent on a world voyage to emphasise the UK’s continued military outreach and global status. Its deployment to the South China Sea is aimed at reminding China that the UK is still a military power to be reckoned with.






The use and effectiveness of soft power (diplomatic and cultural)
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	•  One of the reasons for the collapse of the Soviet Union was that its communist ideology could not compete with the attractions of capitalist materialism. As the American satirist P.J. O’Rourke put it, communism collapsed because ‘nobody wants to wear Bulgarian shoes’.

	•  During the Vietnam War, US defence secretary Robert McNamara remarked that, as well as a military conflict, the war was a battle for ‘hearts and minds’.

	•  China is extending its international influence by opening Confucius Institutes globally. These are designed to promote an understanding of Chinese values, especially among young people.

	•  In 2020, China provided free access to its experimental Covid-19 vaccine in the Arab world and Brazil. This ‘vaccine diplomacy’ contrasted with the ‘vaccine nationalism’ of the Trump administration.

	•  The Biden administration has sought to re-establish the USA’s soft power as a major force in global politics. In his inaugural speech, Biden announced, ‘We will lead not merely by the example of our power but by the power of our example.’

	•  Supporters of soft power thus argue that in order to achieve your objectives, you need to possess a more powerful narrative than that of your adversary. This is indispensable to success, especially in an age of instant communication. Russia, for example, has limited global outreach because it has so little soft power influence outside its near neighbourhood.
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Differing significance of states in global affairs and how and why state power is classified


Superpowers, great powers and emerging powers, including the BRICS
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Polarity


The implications of unipolarity/hegemony
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The implications of bipolarity
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The implications of multipolarity
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How has the balance of world power changed since 2000?




	•  China is expanding its geo-strategic influence over neighbouring countries. For example, since 2020, China has asserted greater domestic control over Hong Kong and deployed increasingly hostile rhetoric towards Taiwan.

	•  China is also building military installations on artificial islands in the South China Sea in defiance of regional and international condemnation.

	•  Russia is beginning to reassert its influence in Europe, going to war with Georgia in 2008 and annexing Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. Russia is also playing an increasingly assertive role in the Middle East, especially in the Syrian civil war.

	•  The rise of cyber technology now provides any state and some non-state actors with the potential to wield enormous power, potentially ‘flattening out the world’ in terms of the distribution of power.

	•  As a result of bloody interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq, the Obama administration (2009–17) failed to provide effective leadership during the Arab uprisings. The Trump administration (2017–21) then pursued an ‘America First’ strategy, stepping back from global leadership.

	•  In 2021, President Biden reassured G7 and NATO allies that ‘America is back’. However, following the humiliating evacuation of Afghanistan in 2021, whether the United States will be able to reclaim global pre-eminence is open to debate.
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Different systems of government


Democratic, semi-democratic, autocratic, failed and rogue states
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The development and spread of liberal economics, the rule of law and democracy




	•  democracies possess internal checks and balances that reduce the risk of just one person deciding on war

	•  democracies will be more likely to cooperate with each other in liberal institutions of global governance

	•  the lucrative connections that free trade establishes between states mean that war will be economically self-defeating for all states involved — Thomas Friedman has referred to this as the ‘Dell theory of conflict prevention’.





How changes in global power affect contemporary global issues



	•  Growing challenges to the United States’ global hegemony are likely to result in the potential for conflict as emerging powers, such as China and Russia, test the limits of American power. Since the United States, unlike Great Britain after the Second World War, is not prepared to relinquish its global influence, this is likely to result in the potential instability of power transition.

	•  The political scientist Graham Allison has coined the term ‘the Thucydides trap’ to explain the danger of war as the United States seeks to limit the emergence of China. This is because Thucydides argued that what made the Peloponnesian War inevitable was the growth of Athenian power and the fear which this caused Sparta.

	•  The rise of Russia and China has provided an alternative model to democracies, so challenging the optimistic post-Cold War belief that the global spread of democracy and human rights protection was inevitable.

	•  The failure of the Arab uprisings to encourage the spread of democracy in the Arab world has demonstrated the enduring influence of authoritarian governments.

	•  The disastrous economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic is likely to further encourage nation states to focus on their national recoveries, making collective global action less attractive.
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	•  The significance of soft power and hard power in international relations.

	•  The difference between superpowers and great powers.

	•  The definition of emerging powers and their significance to the international balance of power.

	•  The meaning of unipolarity, bipolarity and multipolarity, and their consequences for global order.

	•  The extent to which the global balance of power has changed since 2000.

	•  The significance for global stability of democratic and authoritarian states.

	•  The way in which failed states and rogue states negatively impact on global stability.

	•  The way in which the spread of democracy and free trade encourages global stability.

	•  The significance for global stability of contemporary developments in the balance of power.





	1  Evaluate the extent to which it is important for nation states to exert soft power in order to achieve their objectives.

	2  Examine why realists regard unipolarity and bipolarity as more likely than multipolarity to ensure global stability.

	3  Evaluate the extent to which contemporary global relations are now multipolar.

	4  Examine what you think are the main threats and challenges to contemporary global stability.
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Regionalism and the European Union


The growth of regionalism and its different forms
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Economic regionalism




Political regionalism




Security regionalism





The significance of regionalism


The relationship between regionalism and globalisation



	•  Nation states decide that, by combining in regional organisations, they will be more able to take advantage of the economic opportunities offered by globalisation. This is because the increased power of regional organisations means that they will be more able to negotiate successful outcomes in international trade deals than if they act alone. For example, the EU negotiates as one body with the World Trade Organization, providing it with huge comparative influence.

	•  If regions are more closely integrated, this can also mean they can protect themselves more efficiently from foreign competition by erecting regional barriers and encouraging regional subsidies. The EU thus protects its agricultural sector through tariffs and by subsidies represented by the Common Agricultural Policy.

	•  Globalisation also creates significant security challenges for nation states since crime, terrorism, online radicalisation, and people- and drug-trafficking reach across borders. By working together, regions are better able to protect themselves. ASEAN is committed to establishing closer cooperation between its members in order to more efficiently confront security challenges. Europol has established a more coordinated EU response to the security challenges its members face.





Prospects for political regionalism and regional governance




	•  In spite of Brexit, the EU continues to enlarge. Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey are all official candidates for membership (2021).

	•  Within the EU there are still powerful forces in favour of greater unity. President Macron of France has, for example, called for a ‘European Renaissance’ in order to stop EU member states ‘retreating into nationalism’.

	•  In 2018, the African Union established the African Continental Free Trade Area (ACFTA) which is designed to increase intra-African trade by 60% by 2022.

	•  Integral to ASEAN’s vision is the encouragement of a common regional identity among its member states: ‘outward-looking, living in peace, stability and prosperity, bonded together in partnership in dynamic development and in a community of caring societies’.





The impact on state sovereignty
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Development of regional organisations, excluding the European Union


North American Free Trade Agreement/United States, Mexico, Canada Agreement
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African Union
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Arab League
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations





Factors that have fostered European integration and the major developments through which this has occurred


Formation, role, objectives and development of the European Union
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	•  The Schuman Declaration (1950) provided the basis for the European Coal and Steel Community (1951). By pooling these vital military materials, war between members would be made impossible.

	•  The success of the European Coal and Steel Community led to the Treaty of Rome (1957), which established the European Economic Community based upon the principle of ever-closer union between the peoples of Europe.

	•  In 1993, as a result of the Maastricht Treaty, the European Community became the European Union, based upon a common European citizenship.
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The key institutions of the European Union






	The Commission
	This is the executive arm or ‘government’ of the EU, which recommends legislation. The 27 commissioners are appointed and represent the interests of Europe rather than of their own state. The president of the Commission is nominated by the leaders of the European member states and confirmed by the Parliament. In 2019, Ursula von der Leyen became president of the Commission. (Supranational)



	The Council of Ministers
	The Council of Ministers is attended by each member state’s minister as appropriate. Thus, if the Council is discussing environmental issues, each state’s environment minister will attend. The Council is the main legislating body of the EU and decides whether or not to accept proposals. Members can put forward their national interests on this body. Some decisions still need to be unanimous (so protecting national sovereignty), although decisions are increasingly being made by Qualified Majority Voting (QMV). (Intergovernmental/supranational)



	The European Council
	The European Council comprises the heads of all the EU governments. It meets four times a year and since 2019 its president has been Charles Michel. It establishes and drives forward the overall direction and purpose of the EU. (Intergovernmental)



	The Parliament
	The Parliament is the EU’s only directly elected body. Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) sit according to political rather than national groupings. The Parliament shares some legislative powers with the Council of Ministers, known as ‘co-decision’. Its main powers, however, lie in scrutinising legislation through committees. As the power of last resort, it can dismiss the Commission and reject the budget. (Supranational)



	The European Court of Justice
	Since European law is binding on member states, the European Court of Justice adjudicates in cases where there is dispute between national and European law. It ensures that European law is upheld equally throughout the EU. (Supranational)



	The European Central Bank
	The European Central Bank controls monetary policy, setting interest rates for members of the eurozone. Since 2019, Christine Lagarde has been president of the Central Bank. (Supranational)








The process of enlargement


	•  By expanding, the EU entrenches democracy within states. According to the liberal democratic peace thesis, democracies are unlikely to go to war with each other.

	•  The establishment of free trade and the free movement of people further encourages peace, prosperity and stability.

	•  A larger EU also provides European nation states with greater geo-strategic influence in IGOs or when negotiating directly with powerful states like Russia, China or the United States.








	1957
	The Treaty of Rome establishes the European Economic Community. The founding members of the EEC are France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.



	1973–95
	In 1973 the first enlargement of the EEC occurs, when the UK, Ireland and Denmark join. As other Western European states join, membership increases to 15 by 2004.



	2004
	The European Union dramatically expands to 25 members. Eight of these new members are former East European Communist states. As a result of this, the EU now covers most of the continent.



	2007
	Bulgaria and Romania join the EU.



	2013
	Croatia joins the EU. Membership rises to 28.



	2020
	The UK leaves the EU, reducing its membership to 27.







Key treaties and agreements
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	•  Single European Act (1986): this established the principle of a common European market and increased Qualified Majority Voting (QMV) on the Council of Ministers.

	•  Maastricht Treaty (1993): this re-established the European Community as a union with a common citizenship, ensuring that EU citizens can work anywhere in the EU and can vote in local and European elections wherever they live. Maastricht’s Social Chapter also guaranteed European workers greater rights. It set three ambitious targets for a much more closely integrated EU: a common currency by 2002, a common foreign and security policy, and greater cooperation in justice and domestic affairs. The principle that decisions should be made at an EU level only if they cannot better be made at a local, regional or national level (subsidiarity) was also enshrined in the Maastricht Treaty.

	•  Amsterdam Treaty (1999): this further advanced the principle of European integration. The Schengen Agreement was incorporated into European law, ensuring passport-free travel between all EU states except the UK and Ireland. Further QMV was deployed on the Council of Ministers and greater democratisation was encouraged by increasing opportunities for ‘co-decision’ between the Parliament and the Council of Ministers.

	•  Lisbon Treaty (2009): as a result of the dramatic enlargement of the EU in 2004 and 2007, the Lisbon Treaty was designed to ensure that the EU did not become so diverse that it widened into just a loose confederation. Therefore, the EU was provided with a legal identity to allow it to negotiate treaties and establish its own diplomatic service. The positions of EU president of the Council and high commissioner for foreign affairs were also introduced, and QMV was further extended on the Council of Ministers.
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Economic and monetary union





Debates about supranational versus intergovernmental approaches



	•  An intergovernmental approach to the EU regards it as serving the interests of its member states. The member states thus pool sovereignty when it is in their interests to do so.

	•  A more supranational approach to the EU regards ‘ever-closer union’ as a goal in itself and seeks to achieve complete European unity, whereby nation states are merged within fully unified supranational economic and political structures.
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Significance of the EU as an international body/global actor
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In what ways can the European Union exert global influence?


Economic influence



	•  The EU can utilise this power by imposing economic sanctions on states. In 2021 it imposed sanctions on Myanmar following the military coup. It also increased sanctions on Belarus and banned its planes from EU airspace after Belarus forced a plane to land so it could arrest a dissident journalist.

	•  The attractions of its market can also be used by the EU to advance its interests and ideals. The Cotonou Agreement, for example, requires developing countries to safeguard human rights if they are to gain favourable access to European markets.

	•  By working together with IGOs such as the World Trade Organization, the EU can deploy its combined economic strength to maximum advantage.

	•  By combining its economic power, the EU can negotiate favourable deals with powerful nation states. In 2016, Turkey agreed to tighten up the flow of Syrian refugees into Europe in return for access to the Schengen zone and ‘re-energised’ talks on Turkish membership of the EU.





Political/structural influence



	•  The EU is represented on IGOs such as the World Trade Organization, G7 and G20.

	•  At the Paris Climate Change Conference in 2015, the EU negotiated as one body on behalf of all its members.





Military influence


	•  Since 2002, the EU has had a rapid reaction force. It has been deployed in the EU’s ‘near abroad’ (Macedonia and Bosnia) and further afield (Central African Republic and Democratic Republic of Congo).

	•  The EU has pooled its naval and intelligence forces, combatting pirates off the Horn of Africa (Operation Atalanta). It has also established a joint naval command to combat people-smugglers acting out of Libya.





Soft power


	•  According to former UK foreign secretary David Miliband, an effective way in which the EU can assert global influence is as a ‘model power’ that other states and regional organisations seek to emulate.

	•  ASEAN and the African Union have in several ways modelled themselves on the EU, and the EU has provided global leadership by the way in which it has committed itself to dramatically decreasing its carbon emissions.

	•  As the world’s biggest donor of development assistance, the EU acquires considerable influence in the developing world.







Constraints and obstacles affecting the European Union’s influence in global politics


Why has the European Union not been able to exert more global influence?


	•  Foreign policy is still subject to the national veto. This means that the EU can only represent a unified foreign policy if all member states agree. This is difficult to achieve as member states often have different geo-strategic objectives. It has, for example, been difficult to achieve a common EU approach to conflict in Libya, the Syrian civil war or the Russian annexation of Crimea.

	•  Most EU states are also members of NATO and so they often rely on NATO to represent their security/strategic interests.

	•  The EU can deploy a rapid reaction force, but it does not have its own army. This significantly undermines its potential to be taken seriously in international relations.

	•  According to the neo-conservative political writer Robert Kagan, European states have become so ‘risk averse’ that they are unprepared to provide a military lead in international crises.

	•  In 2020 at the Davos summit, the president of the EU Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, accepted that the EU needs to be more assertive in international relations. ‘We know we must step up in some fields. Recent events have exposed where we have to do more. Libya shows the cost of division and hesitation.’






The ways and extent to which regionalism addresses and resolves contemporary global issues



	•  From 2007–21 the African Union and the UN deployed a peace-keeping mission (UNAMID) in Darfur.

	•  The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is monitoring the Minsk Accords (2015) in order to reduce the fighting in eastern Ukraine.

	•  The EU is utilising its huge economic influence to encourage greater respect for human rights, as well as encouraging overseas development. The Cotonou Agreement, for example, requires African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP) to enhance their record on human rights and democracy in order to achieve favourable terms of trade and increased aid from the EU.

	•  The EU is providing a global lead in combatting climate change by legally committing its members to a 55% reduction in carbon emissions compared with 1990 by 2030. By 2050 it is committed to a carbon-neutral economy.
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	•  The various reasons why nation states join together in regional organisations.

	•  In what ways regionalism and globalisation are connected.

	•  The origins, successes and failures of NAFTA (USMCA), ASEAN, the African Union and the Arab League.

	•  Why the EEC/EU was established.

	•  The difference between intergovernmentalism and supranationalism, and why this is significant.

	•  The extent to which the EU is both widening and deepening.

	•  The way in which EU treaties and agreements (Single European Act, Maastricht, Amsterdam, Lisbon and the Fiscal Compact) have advanced European integration.

	•  The significance of subsidiarity.

	•  The ways in which the EU exerts global influence.

	•  The reasons why the EU’s global influence has been limited.





	1  Evaluate the extent to which the EU is a unique example of regionalism.

	2  Examine the various reasons why regional organisations have been established.

	3  Evaluate the extent to which the EU is a successful organisation.

	4  Examine what the main obstacles are to greater integration within regions.
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